Be ye followers of Me

Luke 9:23 And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.

Many times, we look at scriptures and try to figure out what it is saying to us.  This is common when we are looking for meaning and guidance for our lives.  The problem is, we are looking for answers that make logical sense.  We forget that God’s thoughts are higher than our thoughts
 and His ways are higher than our ways. Isaiah 55:9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

When Jesus called out those who would be His disciples, He said “Follow Me”.  Do we understand what Jesus was saying, or have we come to a logical conclusion based on what we understand the word “follow” to mean?

I feel that we cannot afford to guess at what it may mean, because it could cause a lot of lost time and hardships, because of believing something that may not be correct.  And if that happens, the very thing that you believe will not produce any fruit in your life.

So, in this study we are going to be obedient to God’s Pure Word and study about what Jesus was saying to anyone who desired to “Follow” Him. 2Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

The following scriptures will set the foundation for what we are going to study.  What was Jesus saying when He said “Follow me”? 

Matthew 4:19 And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.

Matthew 8:21 And another of his disciples said unto him, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father. 22 But Jesus said unto him, Follow me; and let the dead bury their dead. 

Mark 8:34 And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 35 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel's, the same shall save it. 36 For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 37 Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 

Mark 10:21 Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me.

Luke 18:22 Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto him, Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, follow me.

John 12:26 If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour.

John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:
Having seen all of these scriptures, let us examine the definition the word” Follow”. 
For this we will use the Strong’s Concordance of the Bible.

G190
ἀκολουθέω
akoloutheō
ak-ol-oo-theh'-o
From G1 (as a particle of union) and κέλευθος keleuthos (a road); properly to be in the same way with, that is, to accompany (specifically as a disciple): - follow, reach.

What does it mean to be a follower of Jesus Christ?  As we look at the definition of the word “follow” Jesus is saying more than what appears in these verses.  In order to understand this better, let’s examine what Jesus was sent to do. 

He was sent to:

- Do the Fathers will
John 5:30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me. 

John 6:38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. 

- Only do what He was told
John 8:26 I have many things to say and to judge of you: but he that sent me is true; and I speak to the world those things which I have heard of him. 27 They understood not that he spake to them of the Father. 28 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. 

- Only say what He was told to say
John 12:49 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. 

- Only do what He seen the Father do
John 5:19 Then Jesus answered and said to them, Truly, truly, I say to you, The Son can do nothing of Himself but what He sees the Father do. For whatever things He does, these also the Son does likewise. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows Him all the things that He Himself does. And He will show Him greater works than these, so that you may marvel. 

- Not to represent Himself, but The Father
John 12:49 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. 

- Understand that He was not from this world
John 8:23 And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world. 

- Not be accepted of this world
John 15:22 If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloke for their sin. 23 He that hateth me hateth my Father also. 24 If I had not done among them the works which none other man did, they had not had sin: but now have they both seen and hated both me and my Father. 25 But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause. 


John 20:21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.   

What does it mean to be a follower of Jesus Christ?  As we look at the following verse, we will get a deeper understanding of message Jesus was trying to convey; Luke 9:23 And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.

There are two key parts in this verse that we need to be expounded upon;
- Let him deny himself
- Take up his cross.

First, we see the words “let him deny himself”, if we resource the Greek Lexicon of the New Testament, we’ll see this definition of “deny”; ἀρνέομαι,v  \{ar-neh'-om-ahee}
1) to deny 2) to deny someone 2a) to deny one's self 2a1) to disregard his own interests or to prove false to himself, 2a2) act entirely unlike himself 3) to deny, abnegate, abjure 4) not to accept, to reject, to refuse something offered.

As I teach about proper interpretation of scripture, we must get the context of what is being said, to do this we look at what it says before the scripture and what is said after the scripture.  So, let’s get the context.  Here are Jesus’ words before He spoke verse 23; Luke 9:22 Saying, The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and be raised the third day. 

Jesus said that He must suffer many things and be rejected, and be slain, and be raised.
Jesus understood the cross that He was going to bear.  

After verse 23 we see these verses that gives us the full context of Jesus’ message; 
Luke 9:24 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it. 25 For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole world, and lose himself, or be cast away? 26 For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, and in his Father's, and of the holy angels. 

The challenge here is, how willing are we to have no will of our own?  At the time these words were spoken, the disciples had no idea of what would happen to Jesus.  To give us a picture of what happened to Jesus, let’s put together the pieces. 

Jesus was plotted against;
Matthew 26:3 Then the high priests and the elders of the people assembled in the courtyard of the high priest, who was named Caiaphas. 4 They conspired to arrest Jesus by treachery and to kill him. 

Luke 22:1 Now the Festival of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was near. 
2 So the high priests and the scribes were looking for a way to put him to death, because they were afraid of the crowd. 3 But Satan went into Judas called Iscariot, who belonged to the circle of the Twelve. 4 So he went off and discussed with the high priests and the Temple police how he could betray Jesus to them. 5 They were delighted, and agreed to give him money. 6 Judas accepted their offer and began to look for a good opportunity to betray Jesus to them when no crowd was present. 

- Jesus was betrayed and arrested; 
Matthew 26:45 Then he came back to the disciples and told them, "You might as well keep on sleeping and resting. Look! The time is near for the Son of Man to be betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Get up! Let's go! See, the one who is betraying me is near!" 
47 Just then, while Jesus was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. A large crowd armed with swords and clubs was with him. They were from the high priests and elders of the people. 48 Now the betrayer personally had given them a signal, saying, "The one I kiss is the man. Arrest him." 49 So Judas immediately went up to Jesus and said, "Hello, Rabbi!" and kissed him tenderly. 50 Jesus asked him, "Friend, why are you here?" Then the other men surged forward, took hold of Jesus, and arrested him. 

Luke 22:47 While Jesus was still speaking, a crowd arrived. The man called Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading them, and he came close to Jesus to kiss him. 48 But Jesus asked him, "Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?" 

- Jesus was falsely accused and put on trial;
Matthew 26:57 Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas, the high priest, where the scribes and the elders had assembled. 58 Peter, however, followed him at a distance as far as the high priest's courtyard. He went inside and sat down with the servants to see how this would end. 59 Meanwhile, the high priests and the whole Council were looking for false testimony against Jesus in order to have him put to death. 
60 But they couldn't find any, even though many false witnesses had come forward. At last two men came forward.

Mark 14:53 Then they took Jesus to the high priest. All the high priests, elders, and scribes had gathered together. 54 Peter followed Jesus at a distance as far as the high priest's courtyard. He was sitting with the servants and warming himself at the fire. 
55 Meanwhile, the high priests and the whole Council were looking for some testimony against Jesus in order to have him put to death, but they couldn't find any. 56 Although many people gave false testimony against him, their testimony didn't agree.  

- Jesus was abused by the scribes and pharisee’s;
Mark 14:60 Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, "Don't you have any answer to what these men are testifying against you?" 61 But he kept silent and didn't answer at all. The high priest asked him again, "Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?" 62 Jesus said, "I AM, and 'you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power' and 'coming with the clouds of heaven.'" 63 Then the high priest tore his clothes. "Why do we still need witnesses?" he asked. 64 "You have heard his blasphemy! What is your verdict?" All of them condemned him as deserving death. 65 Some of them began to spit on him. They blindfolded him and kept hitting him with their fists and telling him, "Prophesy!" Even the servants took him and slapped him around.  

Matthew 26:62 At this, the high priest stood up and asked Jesus, "Don't you have any answer to what these men are testifying against you?" 63 But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest told him, "I command you by the living God to tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God!" 64 Jesus told him, "You have said so. Nevertheless I tell you, from now on you will see 'the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power' and 'coming on the clouds of heaven.'" 65 Then the high priest tore his robes and said, "He has blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? Listen! You yourselves have just heard the blasphemy! 
66 What is your verdict?" They replied, "He deserves to die!" 67 Then they spit in his face and hit him. Some slapped him, 68 saying, "Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who hit you?" 

- Jesus was taken to the Roman government for punishment.
Luke 23:1 Then the whole crowd got up and took him to Pilate. 2 They began to accuse him, "We found this man corrupting our nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to Caesar, and saying that he is the Messiah, a king." 

Matthew 27:1 When morning came, all the high priests and elders of the people conspired against Jesus to put him to death. 2 They bound him with chains, led him away, and handed him over to Pontius Pilate, the governor. 

- Pilot wanted to release Jesus but the religious leaders didn’t want Jesus released.
Matthew 27:15 At every festival the governor had a custom of releasing to the crowd any prisoner whom they wanted. 16 At that time they were holding a notorious prisoner named Barabbas. 17 So when the people had gathered, Pilate asked them, "Which man do you want me to release for you—Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the Messiah?" 
18 He did this because he knew that they had handed him over out of jealousy. 19 While he was sitting on the judge's seat, his wife sent him a message. It said, "Have nothing to do with that righteous man, because today I have suffered terribly due to a dream I had about him." 20 But the high priests and elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to demand that Jesus be put to death. 

Mark 15:8 So the crowd came and began to request that Pilate do for them what he always did. 9 Pilate answered them, "Do you want me to release the king of the Jews for you?" 10 because he knew that the high priests had handed him over due to jealousy. 
11 But the high priests stirred up the crowd to get him to release Barabbas for them instead. 

- The call for Jesus to be crucified.
Matthew 27:22 Pilate asked them, "Then what should I do with Jesus, who is called the Messiah?" They all said, "Let him be crucified!" 23 He asked, "What has he done wrong?" But they kept shouting louder and louder, "Let him be crucified!" 

Luke 23:20 But Pilate wanted to let Jesus go, so he appealed to them again, 21 but they continued to shout, "Crucify him! Crucify him!" 22 Then he spoke to them a third time: "What has he done wrong? I have found nothing in him worthy of death. So I will punish him and let him go." 23 But they kept pressing him with loud shouts, demanding that Jesus be crucified, and their shouts began to prevail. 

- Jesus turned over to the soldiers to be tortured.
Matthew 27:26 Then he released Barabbas for them, but he had Jesus whipped and handed over to be crucified. 27 Then the governor's soldiers took Jesus into the imperial headquarters and gathered the whole company of soldiers around him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him. 29 Twisting some thorns into a victor's crown, they placed it on his head and put a stick in his right hand. They knelt down in front of him and began making fun of him, saying, "Long live the king of the Jews!" 30 Then they spit on him and took the stick and hit him repeatedly on his head. 31 When they had finished making fun of him, they stripped him of the robe, put his own clothes back on him, and led him away to crucify him. 
Mark 15:15 So Pilate, wanting to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them, but he had Jesus whipped and handed over to be crucified.16 The soldiers led Jesus into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor's headquarters) and called out the whole guard. 17 They dressed him in a purple robe, twisted some thorns into a victor's crown, and placed it on his head. 18 They began to greet him, "Long live the king of the Jews!" 
19 They kept hitting him on the head with a stick, spitting on him, kneeling in front of him, and worshiping him. 20 When they had finished making fun of him, they stripped him of the purple robe, put his own clothes back on him, and led him away to crucify him. 

Traditionally it is believed that Jesus was whipped 39 times based on the regulation set for the by God in Deuteronomy 25:3 But he must not be beaten more than 40 lashes, because if he receives more than 40 lashes, your brother will be humiliated in your eyes.  But the Romans had no such rule, and they definitely did not follow Jewish customs when it came to punishing Jewish criminals.  It’s possible that Jesus was whipped more than 39 times.

*Note* A Roman flogging (traditionally, “scourging”) was an excruciating punishment. The victim was stripped of his clothes and bound to a post with his hands fastened above him (or sometimes he was thrown to the ground). Guards standing on either side of the victim would continually beat him with a whip made out of leather with pieces of lead and bone inserted into its ends. 

- Jesus is crucified.
Matthew 27:32 As they were leaving, they found a man from Cyrene named Simon, whom they forced to carry Jesus' cross. 33 When they came to a place called Golgotha (which means "Skull Place"), 34 they offered him a drink of wine mixed with gall. But when he tasted it, he refused to drink it. 35 After they had crucified him, they determined who would get his clothes by throwing dice for them. 36 Then they sat down there and continued guarding him. 37 Above his head they placed the charge against him. It read, "This is Jesus, the king of the Jews." 

Mark 15:21 They forced a certain passer-by named Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus, who happened to be coming in from the country, to carry Jesus' cross. 22 They took Jesus to a place called Golgotha, which means Skull Place. 
23 They tried to give him wine mixed with myrrh, but he wouldn't accept it. 24 Then they crucified him. They divided his clothes among themselves by throwing dice to see what each one would get. 25 It was nine in the morning when they crucified him. 26 The written notice of the charge against him read, "The king of the Jews." 

- Jesus died
Luke 23:44  And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour. 45 And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst. 46 And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost. 

John 19:28 After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst. 19:29 Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a spunge with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth. 
30 When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. 
To be aligned with Jesus is to be aligned with The Word

Luke 6:46 And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say? 

John 14:21 He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. 

John 15:10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love


We have come to learn that Jesus and His word are one and the same.  We see this concept in John’s gospel; John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 

To examine the use of “The Word” correctly we must look at this as written in the original Greek text.   We will use the New Testament Greek Lexicon for the definition.  

The accurate Greek word for the use of the word “The Word” is Logos, here is the definition;

λόγος,n  \{log'-os}
1) of speech  1a) a word, uttered by a living voice, embodies a conception or idea  1b) what someone has said  1b1) a word  1b2) the sayings of God  1b3) decree, mandate or order  1b4) of the moral precepts given by God  1b5) Old Testament prophecy given by the prophets  1b6) what is declared, a thought, declaration, aphorism, a  weighty saying, a dictum, a maxim  1c) discourse  1c1) the act of speaking, speech  1c2) the faculty of speech, skill and practice in speaking  1c3) a kind or style of speaking  1c4) a continuous speaking discourse - instruction  1d) doctrine, teaching  1e) anything reported in speech; a narration, narrative  1f) matter under discussion, thing spoken of, affair, a matter  in dispute, case, suit at law  1g) the thing spoken of or talked about; event, deed  2) its use as respect to the MIND alone  2a) reason, the mental faculty of thinking, meditating,  reasoning, calculating  2b) account, i.e. regard, consideration  2c) account, i.e. reckoning, score  2d) account, i.e. answer or explanation in reference to judgment  2e) relation, i.e. with whom as judge we stand in relation  2e1) reason would  2f) reason, cause, ground  3) In John, denotes the essential Word of God, Jesus Christ, the  personal wisdom and power in union with God, his minister in  creation and government of the universe, the cause of all the  world's life both physical and ethical, which for the procurement  of man's salvation put on human nature in the person of Jesus the  Messiah, the second person in the Godhead, and shone forth  conspicuously from His words and deeds. 

What I found interesting in this definition is the fact that it deals with every aspect of life from the physical, mental and spiritual.  This makes sense because of what we read in the following verse of scriptures that says “He is all in all”.  Colossians 3:10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: 11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. 

Ephesians 1:19 (NLT) I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for us who believe him. This is the same mighty power 20that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly realms. 21Now he is far above any ruler or authority or power or leader or anything else—not only in this world but also in the world to come. 22God has put all things under the authority of Christ and has made him head over all things for the benefit of the church. 23And the church is his body; it is made full and complete by Christ, who fills all things everywhere with himself.

The true reality of life is, everything is about Jesus Christ regardless of whether we serve Him or recognize Him.  It doesn’t change the fact that He (Jesus Christ) is in all and fills all.  We read in John’s gospel chapter 1; John 1:4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 

Observe how the apostle John said it in the epistle of 1John 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2 the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 

To put on Christ is to put on His Word, but in order to do this we must be convinced that the Pure Word of God is your truth or your reality.  Galatians 3:27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

Romans 13:14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. 

Colossians 3:10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: 11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. 

Here is some interesting information about the words “Put on”.  In the Biblical Greek language, it is one word.  Here it is as we see it defined in the Strong’s Concordance of the bible.
 G1746
ἐνδύω
enduō
en-doo'-o
From G1722 and G1416 (in the senese of sinking into a garment); to invest with clothing (literally or figuratively): - array, clothe (with), endue, have (put) on.

Let’s look at some scriptures that have the same definition, this will give us a full understanding of what this word has to say.  Remember, the key number is G1746 in the following scriptures;

Mark 1:6 AndG1161 JohnG2491 wasG2258 clothed withG1746 camel'sG2574 hair, G2359 andG2532 with a girdleG2223 of a skinG1193 aboutG4012 hisG848 loins; G3751 andG2532 he did eatG2068 locustsG200 andG2532 wildG66 honey; G3192

Luke 24:49 And, G2532 behold, G2400 I G1473 sendG649 theG3588 promiseG1860 of myG3450 FatherG3962 uponG1909 you: G5209 butG1161 tarryG2523 yeG5210 inG1722 theG3588 cityG4172 of Jerusalem, G2419 untilG2193 G3757 ye be enduedG1746 with powerG1411 fromG1537 on high. G5311

Ephesians 6:11 Put onG1746 theG3588 whole armourG3833 of God, G2316 that yeG5209 may be ableG1410 to standG2476 againstG4314 theG3588 wilesG3180 of theG3588 devil. G1228


To be able to “Put On” Christ or the New Man, we must first “Put Off” the old man as we see in Ephesians 4:21 If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 
24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.  

There is an interesting thought that stands out to me in this verse 24, do you see it?  It is the fact that the new man has already been designed specifically after the character of Christ, the Living Word.  Look at this verse in the Modern King James Version; Ephesians 4:24 And you should put on the new man, who according to God was created in righteousness and true holiness.  

Take a look at this verse in Colossians again; Colossians 3:10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: 11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.  

We see at the end of verse 1; Christ is all in all.  Everything is all about Christ.  He has come to be the express image of Father God. Hebrews 1:1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; 3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; 

There is no neutral ground here, you are either living in the new man or in bondage to the old man.  We must accept this.  That is how you become one with Jesus Christ and His Word. Remember, we are studying on being a Christ follower, this would be part of the denying of yourself and taking up your cross.  

We have learned that being aligned with Jesus is being aligned with The Word because He is The Word!!  Amen



To be aligned with Jesus is to be aligned with His work

Matthew 16:24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. 26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works. 

One of the deceptions that believers fall prey to is the belief that your salvation hinges on the works that you do.  But accurate study of the Pure Word of God proves something different.

Here are a couple of scriptures that give the proper information; 

In the book of Acts chapter 16, Paul and Silas are miraculously released from prison but they remain with the others and when the keeper of the prison comes he is confronted by the miracle and we read; Acts 16:27 And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had been fled. 28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for we are all here. 29 Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas, 30 And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? 31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. 

Romans 10:9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 

As you see, there is no mention of works in these passages of scriptures.  We have come to understand that we are saved by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and we are saved to bring forth the works of Christ.  As we shall see in the following passages of scripture; 

Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 

Colossians 1:4 Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints, 5 For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel; 6 Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth: 7 As ye also learned of Epaphras our dear fellowservant, who is for you a faithful minister of Christ; 8 Who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit. 9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; 

 
Titus 3:3 For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another. 
4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, 5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. it 3:8 This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable unto men. 

John 14:11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works' sake. 12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 




Here are scriptures that were spoken by Jesus concerning His works;
John 9:1 And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth. 2 And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind? 3 Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him. 4 I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work. 
John 5:36 But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me. 

What were the works that Jesus did?
Isaiah 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; 2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; 
Matthew 11:4 Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again those things which ye do hear and see: 5 The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them. 
We see that Jesus;
- Preached truth and the Kingdom of God
Mark 2:2 And straightway many were gathered together, insomuch that there was no room to receive them, no, not so much as about the door: and he preached the word unto them. 
Luke 8:1 And it came to pass afterward, that he went throughout every city and village, preaching and shewing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God: and the twelve were with him, 

- Performed Miracles and signs
John 2:23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many believed in his name, when they saw the miracles which he did. 
John 7:31 And many of the people believed on him, and said, When Christ cometh, will he do more miracles than these which this man hath done? 
Acts 2:22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know: 

- Healed many
Matthew 4:24 And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him all sick people that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with devils, and those which were lunatick, and those that had the palsy; and he healed them. 
Matthew 14:14 And Jesus went forth, and saw a great multitude, and was moved with compassion toward them, and he healed their sick. 

- Cast out evil spirits
Luke 7:21 And in that same hour he cured many of their infirmities and plagues, and of evil spirits; and unto many that were blind he gave sight. 
Luke 8:2 And certain women, which had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary called Magdalene, out of whom went seven devils, 

- Taught the people
Matthew 13:54 And when he was come into his own country, he taught them in their synagogue, insomuch that they were astonished, and said, Whence hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty works? 
Mark 6:34 And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people, and was moved with compassion toward them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and he began to teach them many things. 

What was Jesus’ mindset concerning His work?
Jesus well understood His Fathers purpose for sending Him to this earth.  Jesus would not let any distractions sway Him away from that focus, even the suffering that He would experience. We see this in prophecy; Isaiah 50:4 The Lord GOD hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary: he wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned. 5 The Lord GOD hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither turned away back. 6 I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame and spitting. 7 For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed.  
Matthew 16:21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day. 22 Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee. 23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men. 
Jesus was always aware of His destiny.
It is interesting to see that immediately following this passage of scripture, Jesus said this;
Matthew 16:24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.  
We will see in the following scriptures that Jesus kept Himself in alignment with His Fathers purpose. 
Even as a child, Jesus understood His purpose for being on this earth.
Luke 2:41(NLT) Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Passover festival. 42 When Jesus was twelve years old, they attended the festival as usual. 43 After the celebration was over, they started home to Nazareth, but Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents didn’t miss him at first, 44 because they assumed he was among the other travelers. But when he didn’t show up that evening, they started looking for him among their relatives and friends. 45 When they couldn’t find him, they went back to Jerusalem to search for him there. 46 Three days later they finally discovered him in the Temple, sitting among the religious teachers, listening to them and asking questions. 47 All who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 His parents didn’t know what to think. “Son,” his mother said to him, “why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been frantic, searching for you everywhere.”49 “But why did you need to search?” he asked. “Didn’t you know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they didn’t understand what he meant.  KJV I must be about my Fathers Business.

Jesus was committed to following His Fathers will; 
Luke 4:42 And when it was day, he departed and went into a desert place: and the people sought him, and came unto him, and stayed him, that he should not depart from them. 43 And he said unto them, I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities also: for therefore am I sent. 44 And he preached in the synagogues of Galilee. 
John 4:31 In the mean while his disciples prayed him, saying, Master, eat. 32 But he said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye know not of. 33 Therefore said the disciples one to another, Hath any man brought him ought to eat? 34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work. 
John 9:4 I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.
John 17:4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. 5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was. 6 I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word. 
John 19:30 When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. 
Jesus was faithful to complete His Father’s purpose, even in death.  Amen! Glory to God!

What does it mean to be a follower of Jesus Christ?

As we have seen, to be aligned with Jesus Christ is more than just knowing about Him.  It means that you have taken on the same interests that Jesus had.  That was;
- Doing the will of the Father.
- Doing the works that were given by the Father to do
- Having the same persuasion that Jesus had.
- Having the same determination that Jesus had.
- Having the same discipline that Jesus had.
- Having the same relationship with the Father as Jesus had.
- Being willing to suffer as Jesus did.
- Being willing to give your life like Jesus did.  

The following passage of scripture gives us Jesus’ words of what our life’s work is to be as His followers;  John 20:19 Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 20 And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord. 21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 

In conclusion, the epistle to the Philippians the apostle Paul writes this encouragement for all of us;
Philippians 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 
6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 
7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 
8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 
10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 
11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
God Bless you!
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