


Conflicts
Dying to self

1Peter 5:6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: 7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:  9 Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world. 10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.
One of the hardest areas of the Christian walk is dealing with conflict according to God’s rules or commands. The issue we face is how to not let our feelings determine how we deal with this issue. For instance, Jesus in Matthew 5:39 (ERV) But I tell you, don't fight back against someone who wants to do harm to you. If they hit you on the right cheek, let them hit the other cheek too. 
When God gave the commandments, He did not involve emotions or feelings, He gave His commands and insists that they be followed because His ways are perfect Psalms18:30 As for God, his way is perfect: the word of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all those that trust in him.  And also, because God’s ways are perfect, we are expected to follow by faith without having to see the end result; 2 Corinthians 5:7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) and we read in Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  There is a warning that is given about faith in Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.  Without faith you will not be able to follow God’s commands thus you cannot qualify for God’s blessings.  We are to leave the emotions out our decision to adhere to God’s word.  I did not say we are to serve Him without emotion, don’t misunderstand because serving God brings peace, joy, love, a wonderful sense of being all of those are emotions we feel.  But that doesn’t determine if we should obey God’s word.  Faith in God’s word must be our default reaction
The idea behind this perfect word is that the outcome for you has already been predetermined if we follow God’s word. For instance, in Luke 6:38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.
Here’s another example Proverbs 3:1 My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments: 2 For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee. 3 Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart: 4 So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man.  Just from these two verses you can see the pre-designed out come if you follow the command.  God’s word is filled with pre-designed out comes if we obey and follow the precepts of our “All knowing Heavenly Father.
Concerning conflicts;
1.  They will come
Psalms 34:17 The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles. 18 The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. 19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all.  
Matthew 13:20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. 
2Timothy 3:12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.
Act 14:22 confirming the souls of the disciples, calling on them to continue in the faith and that through much tribulation we must enter into the kingdom of God.
2Corinthians 11:23 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as beside myself,) I am more! I have been in labors more abundantly, in stripes above measure, in prisons more, in deaths many times. 24 Five times from the Jews I received forty stripes minus one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked. I have spent a night and a day in the deep. 26 I have been in travels often; in dangers from waters; in dangers from robbers; in dangers from my race; in dangers from the heathen; in dangers in the city; in dangers in the wilderness; in dangers on the sea; in dangers among false brothers. 27 I have been in hardship and toil; often in watchings; in hunger and thirst; often in fastings; in cold and nakedness; 28 besides the things outside conspiring against me daily, the care of all the churches.
2Timothy 2:3 Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.  4 No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted him.  5 An athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules.
2Timothy 4:5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.
James 1:12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him.
James 1:3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4  But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.
1Peter 1:7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:
1Peter 4:12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:
Romans 5:3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope:
2Corinthians 4:16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. 17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; 18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. 
Hebrews 10:32 But call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions; 33 Partly, whilst ye were made a gazingstock both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them that were so used.  34 For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance. 
1Thessalonians 3:3 So that no one should be drawn aside by these afflictions. For you yourselves know that we are appointed to them. 4 For truly, when we were with you, we told you before that we were going to suffer affliction, as it also happened, even you know. 
2Thessalonians 1:4 Therefore we ourselves boast about you in the churches of God for your steadfastness and faith in all your persecutions and in the afflictions that you are enduring.  5 This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering— 6 since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you,
Process
Growing in the things of God is a process that begins with the soul, teaching the soul how to respond to all issues of life with the word of God so that following the guidelines of the scriptures become as natural as breathing.  Our heavenly Father gave us His word as a guide to this life to bring us to a predetermined outcome which is experiencing the glory of God upon our lives and all the benefits that are encapsulated within His glory.  Here is the biggest hurdle that we must overcome in this life, being willing to let God’s word do our thinking for us, we all deal with the mindset that we are wise and understanding in our own stead as true as this may seem, the wisdom we all have is from this worlds standpoint or carnal wisdom it is not Godly or wisdom by which the kingdom of God operates, the major difference is that our minds are finite whereas God’s mind is infinite so it only stands to reason that we should trust in Gods higher wisdom. “Isaiah 55:8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.”
Earlier I mentioned that as we follow God’s word it brings us to a predetermined outcome, let me explain how that works; God dwells in the realm of eternity not governed by time we dwell in a realm that is temporal limited by time. With God yesterday is as today and tomorrow is as yesterday God dwells in the past, present and future all at the same time. He is not governed by our system of time (He created it after all) He is in a realm beyond our understanding called eternity. Psalms 90:4 “For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night..” and in 2 Peter 3:8 “ But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.”  So if God is in tomorrow as well as today then He has already been to our tomorrow and knows what awaits us, this is where the word omniscience or all-knowing comes into place  Isaiah 46:8 "Remember this and stand firm, recall it to mind, you transgressors, 9 remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me, 10 declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, 'My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose,'  Most likely this is something we will never understand because our minds are finite and God is infinite so it is something we must accept by faith. 
Fortunately, it does not end there, remember we are body soul and spirit created in God’s image, our soul is the eternal part of us that connects with the eternal part of God so we can experience the glorious blessings that flow from the hand of our Father as we walk in accordance with His word. This is how we can relate to God on a spiritual basis spirit to spirit, it is there that we can see and encounter His presence and hear His voice. In John chapter 4 we read: 23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him.  24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth." or in other words, we must come to God on His level of spirituality not try to bring God down to ours, it doesn’t work. 
Man, in his arrogance thinks that he has brought God to a level where He can be understood, but man has only deceived himself and brought us to where we are today, just look and see the condition of this world, this is where man’s wisdom and arrogance has brought us, far away from God’s intended path.  The apostle Paul confirms this in Romans 1:21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.  In Colossians we have this admonition by the apostle Paul; Colossians 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 
In this Christian walk we are to walk in the Spirit or by the leading of the Holy Spirit, so we need to understand that the Holy Spirit will only lead you according to the Pure Word of God, the bible also tells us that we are to be renewed in our minds Romans 12:2 “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” 
And also, in Ephesians 4:22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.  
That renewing comes by way of the Word of God as we take the counsels of the Word of God and allow them to have precedence in our thinking we will come to a new and spiritual way of thinking and living especially when it comes to dealing with conflicts.  
We must understand that there is only one way to a life that is true and life giving, and that is God’s way as outlined through His perfect and pure word. Psalms18:30 As for God, his way is perfect: the word of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all those that trust in him.
In the passages of scripture we identified earlier concerning the conflicts that are to come, we extracted the following insights; 
· We are to be of good cheer
· God desires to let His glory rest upon you
· God gives us comfort
· This is all temporal
· Glorify God and His glory returns to you
· Suffering is an honor because we identify with Christ Jesus
· God repays, He has your back
· God delivers
· God takes the pain from us
As you can see there is a lot that God will do on our behalf as we operate according to His word. We as the children of the Most High-God need to keep the integrity of God’s word as a priority and live by it if we are to see God’s glory manifested in our lives.  
God’s word has already been established and tried Psalms 18:30 As for God, his way is perfect: the word of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all those that trust in him.  We have a guarantee of one thing, His word is perfect all we have to do is accept it and trust in Him.
1. There is an answer
The great thing about God is that He never leaves us as hopeless children, nor does He abandon those who trust in His name.  He provides and protects because he has accepted the responsibility to care for us as we have dedicated our lives to Him through Jesus Christ. 
In this section we will see what God’s part is in conflicts and what guarantees we have according to God’s Word.
Job 5:17 Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth: therefore despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty: 18 For he maketh sore, and bindeth up: he woundeth, and his hands make whole.  19 He shall deliver thee in six troubles: yea, in seven there shall no evil touch thee.  20 In famine he shall redeem thee from death: and in war from the power of the sword.  21 Thou shalt be hid from the scourge of the tongue: neither shalt thou be afraid of destruction when it cometh.  22 At destruction and famine thou shalt laugh: neither shalt thou be afraid of the beasts of the earth. 23 For thou shalt be in league with the stones of the field: and the beasts of the field shall be at peace with thee.
God’s Part
John 16:33 I have spoken these things to you so that you might have peace in Me. In the world you shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer. I have overcome the world.
Romans 8:17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.
2Corinthians 1:6 If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; and if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which you experience when you patiently endure the same sufferings that we suffer. 7 Our hope for you is unshaken, for we know that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in our comfort.
 2Corinthians 4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us;  8  in every way having been troubled, but not having been hemmed in; having been perplexed, but not utterly at a loss; 9  having been persecuted, but not having been forsaken; having been thrown down, but not having been destroyed;  10  always bearing about the dying of the Lord Jesus in the body, so that the life of Jesus also might be revealed in our body. 11 For we who live are always being delivered to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus might also be revealed in our body. 12 So then death works in us, but life in you. 13  For we, having the same spirit of faith (according as it is written, "I believed, and therefore I have spoken"); we also believed and therefore speak, 14  knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus shall also raise us up by Jesus, and shall present us with you. 15  For all things are for your sake, so that the superabounding grace might be made to abound through the thanksgiving of the greater number, to the glory of God. 16 For this cause we do not faint; but though our outward man perishes, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. 17 For the lightness of our present affliction works out for us a far more excellent eternal weight of glory. 18 we not considering the things which are seen, but the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are not lasting, but the things which are not seen are everlasting. 
2Thessalonians 1:5 For this is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God for which you also suffer, 6 since it is a righteous thing with God to repay tribulation to those who trouble you, 7 and to give rest with us to you who are troubled, at the revealing of the Lord Jesus from Heaven with the angels of His power,
2Timothy 3:10 But you have fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, long-suffering, love, patience, 11 persecutions, afflictions, such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra. What persecutions I endured! But the Lord delivered me out of all. 12 Yea, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.
 Hebrews 2:10 For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.
1Peter 1:7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:
James 5:10 Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience. 11 Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.
Your part
Romans 12: 9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. 10 Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; 11 not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 12 rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; 13 distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 16 Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion. 17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. 18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 Therefore “If your enemy is hungry, feed him;   If he is thirsty, give him a drink;  For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  
Matthew 5: 43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so? 48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.
1Peter 2:19 For this is a grace, if for conscience toward God anyone endures grief, suffering wrongfully. 20 For what glory is it if you patiently endure while sinning and being buffeted? But if you suffer while doing good, and patiently endure, this is a grace from God. 21 For you were not called to this? For Christ also suffered on our behalf, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps, 22  He who did no sin, nor was guile found in His mouth, 23  who when He was reviled did not revile 
1Peter 3:8 Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous:  9 Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing.  10 For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile:  11 Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it.  12 For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.  13 And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good?  14 But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled; 15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:  16 Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ. 17For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing.
1Peter 4:1 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin;
1Peter 4:12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:  13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. 14 If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified.  15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters. 16 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf.
1Peter 4:19 Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator.
1Peter 5:10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.
Revelation 2:10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.

                                                Confrontations
There are two sources of conflict that will confront you;
Offences - Offences will usually come through people that you know or people that know you
Persecution - Persecution will usually come from people who are on the outside but join in the heresy.
As born- again believers, who are to walk in the Spirit, we must always maintain that our battle is spiritual:  Ephesians 6:12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. (ESV)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Regardless of who or what is bringing about the conflict the focus must be in the spiritual realm, even if a person is in front of you cursing and persecuting you it is the spirit or force behind them that is the source, that is why we will always be wrong if we respond to what we see, that is where the strife and resentment comes from, wrong reactions. We already studied what our part is in the area of conflicts.  We are to be ready minded and conscious of our surroundings at all times because your enemy will take any advantage possible to get you to move out of the Spirit and into the carnal.  Just as Paul explained in 2Corinthians 2:10 To whom ye forgive any thing, I forgive also: for if I forgave any thing, to whom I forgave it, for your sakes forgave I it in the person of Christ; 11 Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.  
Self - examination
At this point I would like to mention how important it is for us to examine ourselves by taking notice as to how we handle certain issues that come our way, we should never live without being mindful of our surroundings it says in 2 Corinthians 13:5 (ESV) Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to meet the test! 
And also our thought patterns are to be examined as stated by the apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 10:5 (ESV) We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ, 
If we are secure in our minds that we are doing those things that are outlined in the word of God our minds will remain clear and confident so when conflicts we will be as Jesus described in Matthew 7:24 (ESV) "Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock.
As we have just read, in order to keep from being swept away in the conflicts of this world we must build on the word of God then and only then can stand solid on our faith and be blessed in the midst of the storms that come; James 1:12 (ESV)Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him.

So, in the face of conflicts this is what our part is and as we follow God’s instructions God’s glory will be upon us.  
· Be thankful
· Endure as a good soldier
· Do not retaliate
· Allow the fruit of the Spirit to guide you
· Bless and do not curse
· keep your mouth in check
· always be prepared conflicts will come without notice
· Rejoice always in the midst of conflicts
· Keep your conscience clear
· Be committed to the word of God and to the cause of God’s kingdom
· Allow God to restore, He will repay
· Do not fear
· Do not be ashamed of the gospel of Christ
Remember; Trials = Fire =Refinement = Pure Faith There is no other way!               God loves to defeat the plans of the enemy, remember what happened to Joseph in Genesis? look at the result Genesis 50:20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive. Also in Job 42:10 And the LORD turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before.  Through Christ we always win!!
One of the reasons for self- examination is we need to think back on what we have learned to see how it all applies to our lives in doing so we solidify the truths of the word of God in our minds, after all we are to be renewed in our minds Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  So, let’s take time to reflect on what we have learned by taking inventory of the benefits or gains through suffering that have come from obeying God’s ways of doing things.  I think you may be surprised at what you see. 
· Eternity
· Rewards
· Increased faith
· Character refinement
· More activity of the Fruit of the Spirit
· More of the character of Christ
· The glory of God resting on you
· Activity of the Spiritual gifts in your life
· Blessings/Favor
· New sense of Joy
· Wisdom/knowledge
· New vision
· New revelations or insights
· Stronger testimony
· Fine - tuned awareness of the spirit realm
· Stronger sense of security or confidence
· Experiencing God’s promises
· Seeing God’s grace on your life
· New level of relationship with God
· You become more merciful
· Spiritual maturity
· You become more compassionate
· You have become more obedient
· You have developed a new expectancy as to what God is going to do next
· You become battle hardened/experienced
· You have a better understanding of using the Armor of God 
· You develop a renewed prayer life
· You’ve developed a new level of Patience
· You’ve developed a new level of Love
· You’ve developed a new level of Hope
· You’ve developed a deeper separation or consecration to God
· You develop a stronger Boldness
· You have a deeper understanding of Truth
· Your identity in Christ is strengthened
· You are living in a more abundant walk with God
· You become more courageous
· Your spiritual hearing is clearer
· You have a renewed purpose in life
· The word of God has become more of a reality to you
· You’ve developed true Humility
· You have a more forgiving attitude
· You’ve seen God’s provision come through for you
·  You are restored
· You are transformed
· You mind is renewed
· You have tasted Victory
· You’ve earned a Crown
· You’ve experienced a greater measure of the Holy Spirit in your life
· You have a better understanding of how God’s power works in you
As you can see, the good outweighs the bad.  Just as it is said in Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. God is in control and we must trust in what He has given us “His Word” Jeremiah 7:23 But this thing commanded I them, saying, Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and ye shall be my people: and walk ye in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be well unto you.  We must understand that God’s word has predesigned outcomes.
In Jeremiah God is not saying obey my voice and I will be nice to you, His word is more than just ink on pages, they are life and sustenance to all who are willing to follow God’s commands also we read in Deuteronomy 5:29 O that there were such an heart in them, that they would fear me, and keep all my commandments always, that it might be well with them, and with their children for ever!  God has already determined that in following His commands brings blessing but not following His commands brings curses Deuteronomy 30:19 I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live:
2. God has provisions in place for all areas of suffering 
Jesus came from heaven to earth to promote a better way, a kingdom way which means a perfect way. Jesus when asked by the disciples to teach them to pray said “Our Father who art in heaven Holy is your name, Your Kingdom come Your will be done on earth as it is in Heaven” We should take some time to evaluate the attributes of heaven and then see how they can be experienced here on earth. Romans 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.  God desires to work in us a better way so that His glory can be manifested in and through our lives for the world around us to see His awesome goodness and glory. God’s blessings are always two-fold; we are blessed as we are the recipients of the God’s blessings and the world around us becomes blessed as we let those blessings flow through us and touch those around us.  This is what Jesus meant when He said in Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.   
Jesus became our example by suffering at the hands of the religious leaders and then suffering at the hands of the roman soldiers until He was finally crucified.  Although He was scorned, blasphemed, spat on, slapped, scourged, mocked, shamed, beaten He took no offense but chose to forgive them and in doing so as it says in Philippians 2:6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10  so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Our willingness to suffer in our conflicts will always bring about the Glory of God, it has already been designed by God that His Glory follows suffering as described in Romans 8:17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. 18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.
God has provided so much for us that it is hard to comprehend all that has been designated for us as heirs of Christ Jesus, based on all of the verses of scripture we have just studied what is guaranteed is that His Glory will rest on us. 
The following is some of the benefits waiting for us as we follow in the footsteps of Jesus Christ our King of Kings;   
- Grace charis
Thayer’s Concordance Definition:
1) grace
1a) that which affords joy, pleasure, delight, sweetness, charm, loveliness: grace of speech
2) good will, loving-kindness, favour
2a) of the merciful kindness by which God, exerting his holy influence upon souls, turns them to Christ, keeps, strengthens, increases them in Christian faith, knowledge, affection, and kindles them to the exercise of the Christian virtues
3) what is due to grace?
3a) the spiritual condition of one governed by the power of divine grace
3b) the token or proof of grace, benefit
3b1) a gift of grace
3b2) benefit, bounty
4) thanks, (for benefits, services, favours), recompense, reward
The word Charis is many faceted, many have held the thought of unmerited favor but we see that there is so much more to the theme of grace.
John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
2 Corinthians 9:8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work:
2 Corinthians 12:7 So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited.  8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me.  9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
Ephesians 4:29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.
Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
Colossians 4:6 Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.
Hebrews 2:9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.
Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
James 4:6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, "God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble."
1Peter 5:10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.


By the wisdom of the scriptures we find that through Grace we can expect;
· Favor
· Blessings
· Power
· Protection
· Sustenance
· Strength
· Help
· Wisdom
- Strength G1411  dunamis
From G1410; force (literally or figuratively); specifically miraculous power (usually by implication a miracle itself): - ability, abundance, meaning, might (-ily, -y, -y deed), (worker of) miracle (-s), power, strength, violence, mighty (wonderful) work.
2 Corinthians 12: 9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
Ephesians 3:16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man;
Colossians1:11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness;
Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 
2Timothy 4:17 Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.
- Strenghten  G1743 endunamoō
From G1722 and G1412; to empower: - enable, (increase in) strength (-en), be (make) strong.
1Peter 5:10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.
Strengthen  G4599  sthenoō
From σθένος sthenos (bodily vigor; probably akin to the base of G2476); to strengthen, that is, (figuratively) confirm (in spiritual knowledge and power): - strengthen.

- Peace
John 14:27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
John 16:33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.
Philippians 4:7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.
Philemon 1:3 Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
2 Thessalonians 3:16 Now the Lord of peace himself give you peace always by all means. The Lord be with you all.
Titus 1:4 To Titus, mine own son after the common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour.
- Peace  G1515  eirēnē
Probably from a primary verb εἴρω eirō (to join); peace (literally or figuratively); by implication prosperity: - one, peace, quietness, rest, + set at one again.
Colossians 1:20 And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.

- Joy 
G5479  chara khar-ah'
From G5463; cheerfulness, that is, calm delight: - gladness, X greatly, (X be exceeding) joy (-ful, -fully, -fulness, -ous).
John15:11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.
John 17:13 And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves.
Romans 15:13 Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.
2 Corinthians 7:4 Great is my boldness of speech toward you, great is my glorying of you: I am filled with comfort, I am exceeding joyful in all our tribulation.
1Thessalonians 1:5 For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.  6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost:
- Joy
G21 agalliaō  ag-al-lee-ah'-o
From ἄγαν agan (much) and G242; properly to jump for joy, that is, exult: - be (exceeding) glad, with exceeding joy, rejoice (greatly)
Matthew 5:11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.
1Peter 1:6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: :7  That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:
1Peter 4:13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. 
- The Supernatural (Glory of God)
Another benefit we experience as a result of allowing God’s word to guide us through conflicts by the power of the Holy Spirit is the blessing of the supernatural realm of heaven manifest here in our lives. Jesus prayed in Matthew 6:9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us this day our daily bread. 
12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
Notice “Thy kingdom come” (that is the realm of the supernatural presence of God) “Thy will be done” (that is the manifested power of God that makes things perfect) “on earth as it is in heaven (to make things perfect here on earth to reflect how things are in the kingdom of heaven).
For instance, there is no sickness or bondage in heaven, Jesus told the disciples in Luke 9:1 Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases. 2 And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick.  Sick bodies are imperfect but healed bodies are perfect.  We read in Luke 10:9 And heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them, The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.  Or the in other words, the supernatural manifestation of God’s presence has come to you. So as children of the Most High God we have the awesome privilege of being with God where he dwells in the realm of the Spirit in the supernatural realm.   Here are some passages of scripture to confirm these thoughts.             
Romans 8:16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. 18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.
Romans 9:23 And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory, 24 Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?
2 Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.
2 Corinthians 4:8 We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 9 Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; 10 Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. 11 For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.
2 Corinthians 4:16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.  17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; 18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.
Ephesians 1:17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power,
Ephesians 3:16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man;
Colossians 1:9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness;
1Peter 1:5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations:  7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:
1Peter 4:13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. 14 If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified.

Teflon 
We have discussed the issue of conflicts in the life of a believer, we have come to understand they will come in one way or another, but here’s the last and best result of overcoming conflicts by the precepts of God’s word, Teflon!  Here’s the definition;
Tef·lon  ˈtefˌlän/ noun trademark
1. a tough synthetic resin made by polymerizing tetrafluoroethylene, used to coat nonstick cooking utensils and to make seals and bearings.
2. used to refer to someone able to withstand criticism or attack with no apparent effect.
Remember the story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego? Please read it in Daniel Chapter 3. The end result of this story was that these three men would not bow to worship the image and were cast into a fiery furnace and they were not hurt by the flames to the point that they didn’t have the smell of smoke on them, wow! what a great testimony as to how God can protect us no matter how terrible things look.  I use the word Teflon because it has non- stick properties, and there is a way that we as children of the Most-High God can endure conflicts, trials and hardships and not have them have an adverse effect on us.  
The secret is God’s word!  We have read many scriptures already to give us the instructions we need to be successful in times of conflict, but you must understand it has to be God’s way for there to be supernatural blessings because God can only bless obedience to His pure and perfect word.  Good intentions will not produce the works necessary to accomplish overcoming the desires of the flesh to want to control the situation by carnal wisdom.  Jesus said in John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.
 So, by following the word of God Spirit and life will be produced in you and as a result you will have access to the realm of the supernatural where God dwells and in turn God will be your absolute defender in every situation.  How would you like to have the Almighty God of the universe defending you?  Well it is possible if you can have the faith to take God at His word. Hebrews tells us in 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.   When you can take God at His word and not compromise it will bring pleasure to your Heavenly Father and you will see Him do great things for you. Amen! and Amen! 
Here is just one of many passages of scriptures that bear witness to what God will do for you;
Isaiah 41:10 (ESV) fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 11 Behold, all who are incensed against you shall be put to shame and confounded; those who strive against you shall be as nothing and shall perish. 12 You shall seek those who contend with you, but you shall not find them; those who war against you shall be as nothing at all. 13 For I, the LORD your God, hold your right hand; it is I who say to you, "Fear not, I am the one who helps you."   
The following are God’s word proving that He will provide you with the Teflon coating that will keep the enemies poison from having an effect on your life as Jehovah God defends you.
Job 5:17 "Behold, blessed is the one whom God reproves; therefore despise not the discipline of the Almighty.  18 For he wounds, but he binds up; he shatters, but his hands heal.  19 He will deliver you from six troubles; in seven no evil shall touch you.  20 In famine he will redeem you from death, and in war from the power of the sword.  21 You shall be hidden from the lash of the tongue, and shall not fear destruction when it comes.  22 At destruction and famine you shall laugh, and shall not fear the beasts of the earth.  23 For you shall be in league with the stones of the field, and the beasts of the field shall be at peace with you.  24 You shall know that your tent is at peace, and you shall inspect your fold and miss nothing.
Psalms 27:5 For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock.
Psalms 31:19 Oh, how abundant is your goodness, which you have stored up for those who fear you and worked for those who take refuge in you, in the sight of the children of mankind!  20 In the cover of your presence you hide them from the plots of men; you store them in your shelter from the strife of tongues.
Psalms 91(Read all)
Proverbs 3:21 My son, do not lose sight of these— keep sound wisdom and discretion, 22 and they will be life for your soul and adornment for your neck. 23 Then you will walk on your way securely, and your foot will not stumble.  24 If you lie down, you will not be afraid; when you lie down, your sleep will be sweet.  25 Do not be afraid of sudden terror or of the ruin of the wicked, when it comes, 26 for the LORD will be your confidence and will keep your foot from being caught.
Isaiah 42:5 Thus saith God the LORD, he that created the heavens, and stretched them out; he that spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it; he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein: 6 I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles;
Isaiah 43:1 But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. 2 When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.
Isaiah 54:17 No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD.
Isaiah 59:19 So shall they fear the name of the LORD from the west, and his glory from the rising of the sun. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him.
Luke 10:19 Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.
Romans 8:30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.  31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?
Romans 8:35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.  37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.
1Peter 3:12 For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.  13 And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good?
1John 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.
All you have to do is trust and obey the words of life; we have a warning in Deuteronomy 4:2 Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.  God made His word plain and pure, His word will interpret His word believe it and live it.
One last thought before I end this teaching there will be many obstacles you will be required to overcome but please understand this, the main obstacle will be yourself, your own fears, your own inhibitions and weakness, but God’s word gives the power to overcome if you will follow it. 
Jesus spoke these words John 16:33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.   
Revelation 3:21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.
Jesus said that He had overcome, through His example we know that He completely trusted in what was written or in other words Jesus completely trusted in God’s word. John 8:28 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. 29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him.  and now He expects you and I to overcome in the same way, by doing those thigs that are pleasing in the Fathers sight. But look at the blessings of overcoming that await all who do overcome, and we will close;
Revelation 2:7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God. 
Revelation 2:11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death. 
Revelation 2:17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it. 
Revelation 2:26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: 
Revelation 3:5 He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels. 
Revelation 3:12 Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name. 
Revelation 21:7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.

God Bless you.
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