


  Critical Thinking in a Chaotic World
Critical thinking is the way your mind has been trained to react in times of stress, crisis and tragedy.  One of the great issues we face in this life is, how we approach living as a believer in Jesus Christ.  The reason we had to be born again was because we were unable within ourselves to live up to the acceptable standard put forth by Jehovah God, 1) To love the Lord God with all of your heart, strength, mind. Deuteronomy 10:12. 2) To be Holy for I Am Holy as said by Jehovah God. Leviticus 11:45. Even Israel the chosen people of God could not live up to this standard even though they had seen God deal with them on a personal basis and experienced great miracles in their midst, still they wandered away from God’s commandments and therefore they became detached from God and from being God’s elect . We as Christians are charged to be renewed in our minds and to live by faith before Jehovah God with the same attitude that Christ Jesus had as He walked here on the earth being mindful that we could be cut off from the tree, Romans 11:20  Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear: 21 For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee.         
The scripture says that they were cut off because of unbelief or the inability to retain the commands of God in their minds and souls as a result they involved themselves in the things that God said were an abomination to Him.  How amazingly sad this had to be to God as He did so much to give them opportunity to be blessed and prosperous to be set apart as a light to the nations to proclaim the greatness of Jehovah. Their failure is referenced again here in;  Hebrews 3:7 Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice, 8 Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: 9 When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years. 10 Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do alway err in their heart; and they have not known my ways. 11 So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest.) 12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. 13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.  
Critical thinking involves conditioning our mind and soul, by God’s Pure Word, to respond in all life’s circumstances as God has outlined in His Word.  God in His wisdom has given to us written words that contain eternal life, power and truth and by them we as Christians can have the ability to walk in wisdom and understanding beyond our own abilities because of His word and in turn we walk in a manner that is pleasing to Jehovah God. Deuteronomy 4:5 Behold, I have taught you statutes and judgments, even as the LORD my God commanded me, that ye should do so in the land whither ye go to possess it. 6 Keep therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the nations, which shall hear all these statutes, and say, Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.                                             
Here we see God’s intentions for His children, that includes us, that a nation would stand in God’s statutes and adhere to His words and then in turn be a people who are prosperous, harmonious, wise, virtuous, orderly and loving and by following His guidance and precepts and be a representative to the world and proclaim that God is great, loving and just. 
How hard can it be?  Who wouldn’t want to be living in peace and prosperity?  Remember, they (Israel) were promised a land flowing with milk and honey as an inheritance.
Having said all this, it seems to be more problematic than it looks like on the surface.  Here is the problem; consider when an immigrant comes from another country to settle here, they are faced with an entirely new set of customs and philosophies, freedom is one of those issues as well as the language barriers, not to mention the food and the dress and lifestyles that dominate this country. It can be a very intimidating picture. In the same token, here is the problem each Christian faces, as it says in 1Peter 2:11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul.  Now we who have been raised and bred in this world according to the principles of this world (which is all of us) have the task of considering this world and all that pertains to it as an alien, foreign kingdom to us and we need to have the understanding that this world or kingdom is detrimental our walk as children of the most high God.  Then we must become indoctrinated, yes brainwashed, in the precepts and principles that pertain to the kingdom of God where we have been adopted into, this is where we find life.  Look at these scripture passages;  Ephesians 4:17 This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, 18 Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart: 19 Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. 20 But ye have not so learned Christ; 21 If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.  
Colossians 2:6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: 7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.  8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.  
Next we have the issue of the ruler of this kingdom who controls the thought patterns of this  kingdom earth, consider the condition of this present world and the many voices that are speaking, bringing confusion to the nations. You can think of this earthly living as a malignant way of life when speaking of eternal values. There is no way that anyone can gain entrance into the eternal kingdom of God by following the path of this world, it just doesn’t lead there no matter how logical or good it sounds, on the contrary all paths outside of the path through Jesus Christ lead to eternal damnation. Proverbs 16:25 There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.  We understand that the ruler of this world to be lucifer the sworn enemy of God, Jesus called him the prince of this world John14:30 Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me.  The apostle Paul refers to him as the prince; of the power of the air Ephesians 2:2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:   
In Matthew 4 we see that he offers Jesus all the kingdoms of the world, he couldn’t have offered that if it wasn’t his to give.  Matthew 4:8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; 9 And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.  But we know the ruler of the invisible kingdom of God of course we know is Jehovah God.   
Look at what Jesus said in John 18:36 Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence. 
Colossians 1:12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:                                                                                                                                                     We see here 2 contrasting kingdoms one of light and eternal life and one of darkness and eternal death.
Let us again look at the example set by the children of Israel; for 400 years they were in Egypt thus being indoctrinated under the authority of pharaoh and the philosophies that ruled Egyptian kingdom. For generation upon generation the children of Israel lived under the shadow of the Egyptians. The Egyptian nation was not poor and needy they were prosperous, productive and orderly.  They also served false gods, many of them right there in the face of the children of Israel for 400 plus years.  God sends Moses to deliver Israel from Egypt so that they can be a special people that would be set apart from the rest of the world and serve the living God in peace and prosperity on the condition that they would adopt to themselves God’s precepts and principles.  God knew that as long as the people walked in these precepts they would prosper in every way. Deuteronomy 6:3  Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it; that it may be well with thee, and that ye may increase mightily, as Jehovah, the God of thy fathers, hath promised unto thee, in a land flowing with milk and honey.  
So they leave Egypt and go into the desert for a period of testing to see whether they would adopt the concept of trusting in an invisible God by faith, trusting that they would be taken care of even though the resources weren’t as evident, we know that they were of course. The major test was seeing whether they could turn their backs and their minds totally on Egypt and its resources. Sometimes I wonder if the miracles done in Egypt were more for the benefit of the Israelites, for them to know of the reality of God and to see what He is able to do, then after they leave they experience the parting of the red sea but not without murmuring when things got tense Exodus14:10 And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians marched after them; and they were sore afraid: and the children of Israel cried out unto the LORD. 11 And they said unto Moses, Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? 12 Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians? For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we should die in the wilderness, miracle upon miracle God did to show them that they needed not fear anything no matter how dire the circumstances they faced.  
But as we well know they were not able to separate their minds from Egypt, every time things became tight like running out of water, or running out of food they began to complain and wish for the resources they had in Egypt. Exodus 16:2 And the whole congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness: 3 And the children of Israel said unto them, Would to God we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh pots, and when we did eat bread to the full; for ye have brought us forth into this wilderness, to kill this whole assembly with hunger.  
 Remember we are talking about critical thinking in a Chaotic world.  It seems that the miracles were of no value to the children of Israel when you see the events that took place and how they responded to those events.  It went this way all throughout the history of Israel, we don’t have enough time to go through their up and down type of history. 
We must understand that we have been adopted out from this world and its resources and all of the same rules apply, what was required of the children of Israel is still required by us who are adopted “FAITH”. In Hebrews we read 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.
So here is the task that is set before us we must;
1) Consider this world not our home, instead Heaven is our home. John 15:19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 
1Peter 2:11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul.
John 17:14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 
Colossians 1:12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:
2) Our focus of life needs to be on Heaven and its resources. In other words PUT GOD FIRST!!  Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 
Colossians 3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.  
Philippians 4:8  Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.
3) Not allow principles or philosophies of this world to dictate the pattern of your life, we are to be influenced by the Kingdom of light and HIS Word. Colossians 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 
Colossians 2:20 If you have died with Christ to the elemental spirits of the world, why do you submit to them as if living in the world? 21 "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch," 22 which things are all meant for destruction by consuming according to human commandments and teachings, 23 which things [although they have], to be sure, an appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and humility and unsparing treatment of the body, [do not have any value] against the indulgence of the flesh. (LEB)
1Corinthians 3:18 Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness. 20 And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain.
1John 4:5 They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them. 6 We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.
4) Our conversation needs to be in Heaven.  Philippians 3:20 For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:
2Corinthians 1:12 For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world, and more abundantly to you-ward.
1Timothy 4:11 These things command and teach.  12 Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.  13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness,
Hebrews 13:5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.  6 So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.
2Peter 3:11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness,
5) Our thought life needs to be disciplined to remain on the things of God at all times.  Psalms 1:1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 
 Romans 8:5 For they who are according to the flesh mind the things of flesh, but they who are according to the Spirit the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace 7 because the carnal mind is enmity against God, for it is not subject to the Law of God, neither indeed can it be. 8 So then they who are in the flesh cannot please God.  
There is such a battle for the control of the minds of the people in this world, remember that this world is under the influence of the prince and power of the air and he has flooded the earth with his ideas and philosophies so that he has extreme control over every aspect of this world. (Ephesians 2:2)     
This has mainly been done by the media in this present time, they say a picture paints a thousand words, well think about how many pictures you see on a given day, let’s start out in the morning, some people read the newspaper with a cup of coffee or some beverage with some breakfast, sounds like a nice way to begin your day but what is in the newspaper? We all should take a good look and itemize some time what the newspaper contains. We’ll see;
· Death
· Theft
· Embezzlement
· Fear
· Hurt
· Spend
· Alcoholic tragedies
· Drug addiction tragedies
Sometimes we’ll see some good natured material but true Kingdom of God news? What do you mean true kingdom news? I’m talking about salvations, healings, miracles, marriages healed and restored, deliverances, you know the signs that should be following believers just as Jesus said in John 14:12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.    When you are on the way to work first thing in the morning as you drive you see billboards everywhere, the further you drive to work the more billboards you see.  Everything from new cars, new furniture, coming events, mortgages, banks, medical, cell phone, food, fun stuff and on and on.  Once in a while the devil will throw a bone to Christians and see Jesus saves or something about God, but it is quickly pushed aside by more and more advertising.  That’s just on the way to work then you come home from work and the same thing but not media specialists have become clever and have revolving advertisements on one billboard.  We haven’t even talked about television, or the internet. The point I want to drive home is, there is a massive battle waged against the minds of people here on this planet.  But what is the goal?  Remember the rise of Hitler?  Through the media outlets and lecterns a movement began to create a master race and eventually all of the people were on board as history records it. A whole country was led to believe that their mission was to eradicate those who were inferior and they set out to do that.  

Here in America where its roots are on God’s word, there is a movement spearheaded by the prince of this world to saturate this society with so much materialism that God and His Pure Word gets lost in the background of all the business, stress and confusion that blankets the world.  What you end up with is a people (children of the Most High God) whose spirituality has been negated and smothered and the loss of personal identity carries them into a realm where identity is preplanned by the prince of this world and you yes even God’s people are lured into a wilderness that leads nowhere.  Remember the Parable of the seed and the sower?  Jesus said that this is the parable of parables and if you can understand this parable you can understand all other parables.  Mark 4:14 The sower soweth the word. 15 And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts. 16 And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; 17 And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended. 18 And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, 19 And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. 20 And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred.   Did you see there in verse 19? The word of God becomes unfruitful.  Here is the progression; if the word of God becomes unfruitful in Gods people they become unfruitful, then the church, made up of God’s people, will become unfruitful, when the church becomes unfruitful then society will become unfruitful, when things are in this condition well consider what a garden would look like if it were allowed to be overtaken with vines and weeds after a time it wouldn’t resemble a garden, oh it is still a garden but the fruitfulness and resemblance is lost.  So it happened with the children of Israel in the Old Testament, so it happened to the children of Israel in the time of Jesus Christ and so it has happened to the church of today. 
 To see this truth we must look at Revelation chapters 2 and 3 Jesus is speaking to the apostle John and revealing to him the condition of the 7 churches in Asia 70 – 80 years after the ascension of Jesus we have the book of Revelation written by John on the isle of Patmos as we are to read we’ll see the condition of the churches and the assessment of these churches by Christ Himself who is the head of the church, after having all of the fresh insight and witness of the truth that is in Christ Jesus and after all of the martyred saints that have borne witness of Christ before these churches, look at what Jesus our King of Kings and eternal I AM has to say about the progress or maybe I should say state of deterioration they find themselves in.  
I won’t take time to go through each church please read for it yourselves.  But the point I want to make is, if the church back then 70 – 80 AD had deteriorated to its current state, how much further do you suppose today’s church has dangerously deteriorated? Don’t think for one minute that we today are wiser or smarter than they were back then, you may be shocked to see how far the church and society here in this country has fallen, even in the past 60 years look at how far our churches and our society has fallen, throughout the ages there has been one common denominator that brings about a decline in the church and in a society, it is the compromise of God’s eternal Word in the church, again Jesus said ”you are the Light of the world”.  
Notice the apostle Paul’s admonition to Timothy who by the way as many scholars believe was a Bishop to the church in Ephesus the first of the 7 churches mentioned in Revelation chapter 2;    
2Timothy 4:2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.
1Timothy 4:1  Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;  2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;   
2Timothy 3:1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.  2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 
We must come to embrace the Word Pure of God as our life’s substance as vital as the blood in our veins and see that God’s word is alive, John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life., 
1Peter 1:23 because you have been born again, not from perishable seed but imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.
God’s word is eternal, Matthew 24:35 Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away. 
Isaiah 40:8 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.
God’s word is sustenance Matthew 4:4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.
God’s word instructs us in the way of righteousness 2Timothy 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
 God’s word is light Proverbs 6:23 For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life:
The unfruitfulness of God’s people and the decline of a nation happens when God’s word is compromised and lost in the wilderness of the world and what a loss it is, everything that pertains to life and godliness becomes buried in the deception of the prince of this world.  Remember, Jesus said in Matthew 5:14 You are the light of the world.  Critical thinking to a Christian is just as necessary to us as drinking water is to our survival    
Maintaining a critical thinking posture as a child of God
Critical spiritual mindset is imperative to the life of a believer Romans 8:6 says; For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.  As we seen in the previous chapter the prince of this world wants to cater to your flesh, your comforts and your appetites to draw you into a place of low living in the spiritual slums. Have you ever been to a slum area? As you observe first you see people who are depressed, the buildings are run down there is a very low representation of life there mostly made up of those who by one reason or another have given up on life in general, identity is lost, and they can’t see a way to get out of their condition, they are buried in pity and depression. This is a sad state, what do you have when there is no celebration of life?  I want to keep the focus on the spiritual life a believer.  When you were born again what changed? Not your outside it was your inner spiritual self that became alive,  Ephesians 2:1 And He has made you alive, who were once dead in trespasses and sins, 2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now works in the children of disobedience; 3 among whom we also had our way of life in times past, in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the thoughts, and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love with which He loved us 5 (even when we were dead in sins) has made us alive together with Christ (by grace you are saved), 6  and has raised us up together and made us sit together in the heavenliest in Christ Jesus,  
Everything that we discussed in the previous chapter needs to be understood as a carefully planned deception that is meant to 1) keep non-Christians from becoming Christians and 2) draw Christians away from the pureness of God centered living based on the principles of God’s word. But what we fail to see is the spiritual forces of darkness that are controlling what is seen Ephesians 2:2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now works in the children of disobedience.  This plan I have to say has been effective in many of the mainline churches of the day, many of them resemble spiritual slums, there is no celebration of spiritual life, no miracles, no manifestations of God’s power, no gifts of the Spirit in operation, no spiritual worship, no fresh revelation from God’s Word, just a hum drum social gathering of carnal Christian people who have no drive or desire to go outside of their comfort zone and everything is okay as long as they are not challenged to change. 
Then there are the ministers that are supposed to represent the spiritual priesthood, don’t get me started.  Critical spirituality is being in synchronization with the things that pertain to the Kingdom of God and the Spirit of God, remember Jesus told the disciples about the Holy Spirit, John 14:16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever; 17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.  And also about what the Holy Spirit would be doing for us and in us; John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you          
John 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.       
John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 15 All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you.     
Romans 8: 5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.  
John 14:15 If ye love me, keep my commandments. 16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
Please understand that the battle in the life of a believer is for the mind, to control the way he thinks acts and believes, the god of this world wants to control the outcome of everyone in this world and he uses the same cleverly designed patterns to accomplish this. His tactics have not changed because he knows human behavior. In the epistle written to the church at Ephesus the apostle Paul mentions this very condition that we were in by saying; Ephesians 2:1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;  2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:  3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.  We all at one time were dead in our sins, why? Because we also walked according to the course of this world, that’s why we needed to be born again, true? And as we see in verse 2 it was because we were following the course established by the god of this world or as stated here, “the prince of the power of the air” that spirit that is in all unbelievers in which we were one of them, is a mindset of disobedience.  What I want you to notice specifically from this is in verse 3 “the lusts of the flesh” “fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind” everything in this world is designed to cater to fulfilling the lust of the flesh by controlling what you see and what you or how you think.  This is all a planned design by the god of this world. 
Let’s look at how this all began, it starts with Adam and Eve it says in Genesis 3: 6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.  Before we go on we must understand that the condition of Adam and Eve’s spirit or mind, they were perfect, they lived in total perfection, they were the administrators and rulers of the earth, they were in total harmony with their creator Father God, not ever having a wrong thought or a disobedient intent until the suggestion that catered to their flesh.  All that the enemy had to do was to awaken the area of fleshly or carnal desire by making a clever suggestion and we see the result that human nature took.  
Eve saw that the tree was; 
· Good for food
· Pleasant to the eyes
· A tree to be desired to make one wise
At that point after Adam and Eve partook of the forbidden fruit they became worldly and lost their innocence and we all know the results of that event. This transformation to the world is confirmed in 1John 2:16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.  
Now here is where our contending begins, because we were brought out of the world by the grace of God through the shed blood of Jesus Christ through the forgiveness of sins, we are to have our minds transformed according to Romans 12: 2  from the world to know the will of God and this is accomplished by the renewing of our minds;  Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  This is imperative for the believer because the issue is our thought life now having our minds set in proper alignment so that we can walk and live in truth according to God’s word.  
Hebrews 10:15 Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for after that he had said before, 16 This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them; 17 And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. 18 Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin. 19 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20 By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; 21 And having an high priest over the house of God; 22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.
So now that we understand that the battle is for the control of our mind we must prepare and arm ourselves to stay in control of the purity of mind that God has graciously given us.  There is help in the scriptures for guidance and support, God well understands what we will and do face and He has given us tools to help strengthen and empower us to overcome the attacks on our mind, 2 Corinthians 10:3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;
Galatians 5:18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.
Romans 8:5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.
Ephesians 4:21 If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.
1Peter 1:13(ESV) Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance,
Colossians 3:10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:
To be renewed in your mind is to be renewed in the knowledge that is processed in your mind this comes from and through the word of God, this is our standard. This renewing will direct our thinking and thus direct our motives and actions.  In this chapter we’ve been discussing the subject of “Maintaining a Critical thinking posture as a child of God” God’s word is His voice.
You cannot be led by the Holy Spirit if you’re not in God’s word. 
 Knowing God’s word is;
· Knowing God’s character
· Knowing God’s promises
· Knowing about the prophetic nature of the Holy Spirit
· Keeping in tune with God’s Spirit
· Studying the word of God
· Receiving revelation knowledge from  God’s word by the Holy Spirit

Creating a kingdom culture
Creating a kingdom culture is creating a spiritual mindset that a people will live by, for instance, the pilgrims came over here it was because of the desire to create a society where they could worship God freely.  The Greek culture was renowned for its art and humanistic philosophies. The culture under Adolph Hitler was that of supremacy of the German race and how that inferior people needed to be eradicated.  In each of these instances a particular mindset or mode of thinking was enacted by someone with a vision and accepted by the entire society.  
So, we can understand that creating a Kingdom culture would be reminiscent of Acts 2:41-47 where 1) the Word of God was being preached powerfully by the unction of the Holy Spirit.  2) the power of God was manifested by signs and wonders to give proof of the validity of God’s Word. 3)  the people responded by coming to accept Christ and become part of the local church. 4) a mindset of charity was established where taking care of the less fortunate was a priority as outlined by Christ Jesus.
As you see there was a great deal of spiritual activity going on in the early church days, when I say spiritual activity I mean that the Holy Spirit was on the scene providing proof that Christ had risen indeed.  Acts 2:42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles.  Here we see that God performed wonders and signs through the apostles, for people in themselves cannot arbitrarily conger up miracles or wonders. Jesus had trained His disciples to operate in Kingdom principles in conjunction with the Spirit of God, they had all experienced the power of God manifested through them as they healed the sick, cast out demonic spirits under the supervision of Christ.  This was their training time along with His teaching about the kingdom, Jesus mentioned the word “Kingdom of God – Kingdom of Heaven” 127 times in the gospels, the word Heaven is mentioned 144 times in the gospel, 93 times the Holy Spirit is mentioned (comforter, Spirit of truth etc.) A Kingdom culture is created when the Holy Spirit has preeminence in the minds and lives of God’s people and they go out sharing the things of the Kingdom of God or “Good News” with those who are in need of hope and peace through Jesus Christ as outlined in Mark 16:20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.
Here are some scriptures that are representative of creating a Kingdom Culture; 
Matthew 10:7 And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. 8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give. 
Luke 9:1 Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases. 2 And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick. 
Luke 10:9 And heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them, The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you. 
Deuteronomy 10:12  And now, Israel, what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, but to fear the LORD thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the LORD thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul,
Matthew 22:37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.
Colossians 3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.  2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.
Hebrews 8:10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people:
Luke 12:22  And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put on. 23 The life is more than meat, and the body is more than raiment. 24 Consider the ravens: for they neither sow nor reap; which neither have storehouse nor barn; and God feedeth them: how much more are ye better than the fowls? 25 And which of you with taking thought can add to his stature one cubit? 26 If ye then be not able to do that thing which is least, why take ye thought for the rest? 27 Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they spin not; and yet I say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28 If then God so clothe the grass, which is to day in the field, and to morrow is cast into the oven; how much more will he clothe you, O ye of little faith? 29 And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, neither be ye of doubtful mind. 30 For all these things do the nations of the world seek after: and your Father knoweth that ye have need of these things.  31 But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you. 32 Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 
Corinthians 10:3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;
Ephesians 4:22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.
Romans 12:2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
Romans 8:6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.  8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.
Galatians 6:8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.
Colossians 3:8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. 9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:
Romans 13:14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.
Romans 12:3  For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.
Philippians 3:20 For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:
Philippians 4:8  Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.
1Peter 1:13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: 15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.
John 17:3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.
1Corinthians 13:4 Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, 5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil;
2Corinthians 4:6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
Proverbs 1:1 The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel; 2 To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding; 3 To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity; 4 To give subtilty to the simple, to the young man knowledge and discretion.
Matthew 4:3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. 4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.
Proverbs 2:6 For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.
Isaiah 26:3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.
Colossians 3:12  Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;
2Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.  
Need I say anymore on this? 
In conclusion to this lesson on creating a kingdom culture let us look at the gospel of Mark 16:15 – 20 especially verse 20, we have Jesus‘ final commands and we see the response to that command.  This is still our directive. 
Mark 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. 19 So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. 20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.

Critical obedience
Is obedience to God’s Word because God’s ways are higher than ours.
Another hurdle we as Christians must face is self-will. The philosophical flow in this world is, you can do whatever you want to, it’s your choice and it doesn’t matter what anyone else thinks.   God will never force anyone to serve Him contrary to what the enemy would lead you to believe, He will never impose His will upon anyone. On the other hand when you surrender your life to Him and commit to serve Him with all of your heart, soul and strength you begin a process that will bring about change and transformation that will produce image of Jesus Christ in your life to reflect the glory of Jehovah God to a world that is in darkness.  
Matthew 5:16  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.  Think of all the blessings that comes with being in right standing with the eternal creator of the universe, the richness that comes with hearing the voice of God, the joy of being an instrument of His majesty in synchronization with the Spirit God and the peace of having a clear conscience before Almighty God and experiencing the unfailing love of our loving Heavenly Father.
The main hurdle you will face is, understanding how valuable God’s word is in the midst of the flow of the world. The word of God contains powerful life giving properties as it is alive and productive.  We as people of God must be able to follow the precepts outlined in God’s word in the face of this world’s so called wisdom. Jesus, when confronted and tempted by the devil quoted God’s word saying “It is written” Matthew 4: 1-10, In the same token we must confront this world with the word of God. 
But this is a process that begins with small steps of understanding and testing, see here in Ephesians, God desires to reveal all of the rich blessings He has for us to benefit us in this life, so many people think that serving God means that you have to give this up and give that up or that you can’t do this or you can’t do that.  But on the contrary, God desires to give to you richly to bless you abundantly. God desires to give those things that will fulfill you and prosper you; Ephesians 2:1  And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:  4  But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.   As we see in verse 10 we are His workmanship meaning, we are a product of His creative work. Psalms 139 says in verse 14 I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well.  
Wow to know that the creator of the universe is doing a creative work in us is a powerful thought, but also a reality.  That is why we need such a great trust because God knows you better than you know yourself and is able to bring to you all things that will prepare you for His service, but it takes God doing the work in you remember, He knows where and when you will be going and what you will encounter a day, a week a month, a year 10 years down the road and His training, refining, testing is all geared to teaching you to be obedient to His word with no reservations.  God knows what you need to fulfill your destiny so trust Him, we only see on the outside but God your creator see’s the heart and deals with us accordingly not only for what may come in the future but this work has eternal merit as well so live with an attitude of faith because God see’s and knows what we don’t as it says in Isaiah 55:8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.  	
God in His wisdom is developing you to be a mirror reflection of Jesus Christ and it is only He that can produce this outcome, but to think that the God of the universe is carefully imparting His nature and His word unto us is an awesome and humbling thought, what a privilege.  Romans 11:33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 34 For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? 35 Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? 36 For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.
God’s time of tempering is critical at this point because it will bring out what you are really made of, as fire brings up the dross in gold and silver but God is already aware of this so you need to be aware of your surroundings and mindful of testing periods as it says here in James 1:2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.  4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.  6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.  7 For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.  8 A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.  
There are several components to this passage of scripture let’s examine them;
1- You will come to times of trials
2- It is always for faith development
3- These come because patience desires to fully develop you in the midst of the trial
4- This is the time to lean on the wisdom or word of God or ask for it
5- Do not waver remember, always be aware of what’s going on around you 
6- Keep faith and trust at the forefront of your inner person
During the time of trials God’s Pure Word must be your conscience, your food and your friend.  These are times of loneliness, mental stress, spiritual strain, it is like when you work out to get in shape there’s a saying in the gym “ no pain, no gain”  But God is doing a far deeper work than just preparation, these trials test you to the core of your being to bring about deep healing in your soul.  Thank God for His abundant love that He shows us in healing us to the core.
Understand this; if God’s word contains the answers to all things that pertain to life, spiritual, physical, emotional, financial, material then it only stands to reason that you will be tested in all of these areas at one time or another to see if you indeed can stand on God’s living Word look at this scripture in Deuteronomy 8:2 And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no.  3 And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live.     
It’s easy to stay focused and on course when everything is smooth, but when the storms arise and you are getting battered on every side, that’s a different story isn’t it?  
But still the word of God stays true and as alive as it has always been.  As you seen above, the hardships were brought about by God, this was Israel’s  testing grounds to see what was in them well, it didn’t go so well for them, but for you God sent Jesus Christ to begin a new work by a new and living way, Hebrews 10:20  By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; 21 And having an high priest over the house of God; 22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)  
Critical obedience is allowing the word of God to be your conscience at all times, or maybe I can say it this way, Critical obedience is having God’s word be the default mechanism that automatically operates not just when things get rough but at all times.  Colossians 3:16  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 
Through critical obedience you will be able to meet these questions that are facing you  
· Actions – are we representing or mirroring the kingdom culture of God? 
· Responses – how do we react to inconvenient circumstances?
· Willingness – is it easy for us to do things God’s way?
The following are some scriptural examples of critical obedience;
Genesis 6:22 Thus Noah did; according to all that God commanded Him, so He did.
Genesis 12:1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:  3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.  4 So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran.
Genesis 19:15 And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are here; lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city.  
Genesis 19:17  And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed. 
Genesis 19:24 Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven; 26 But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.
Exodus 12:7 And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it. 13 And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.
Daniel 6:4 – 21 Daniel in the lions den.
Daniel chapter 3: the 3 Hebrew children in the fiery furnace
Matthew 2:13  And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.  14 When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt:
John 6:38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.
Hebrews 12:2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.
In conclusion obedience is critical to the life of a believer, my mind thinks of Joseph who after Jesus was born was told by an angel in a dream to flee to Egypt; Matthew 2:13 And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.   Joseph recognized the divinity of that dream and obeyed it and the life of Jesus was spared, In Acts Chapter 10 we see the account of a gentile centurion who loved God and sought him, how he had a vision where an angel spoke to him to send to Joppa to find Peter, by being obedient to the vision the power of God was manifested to him and all those with him.  In we read about Abraham who was obedient to Gods voice and was willing to sacrifice his son, look at what the angel of the Lord said in Genesis  22:15 And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, 16 And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: 17 That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; 18 And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.  

Critical doctrines
Must be maintained and based on an understanding that God’s Word is pure 
One of the most widely debated subjects in the church of Jesus Christ is the interpretation of scripture. There have been so many divisions in the church as a result of improper interpretations that the church has become broken, ineffective confused and blind and things have been allowed to take place in the church that would have never been allowed in the years past, all because of bad doctrines. 
So here we will discuss how to properly interpret scripture keep pure doctrines in our lives.
First we must understand the importance of how God views His Holy Word, we will see different words used such as commands, precepts, laws, statutes they all mean the same thing God’s Word.
We read in Psalms 138:2 that God holds His word above His own Name if God reveres His word that much how much more should we respect His commands; Psalms 138:2 I will worship toward Your holy temple, and praise Your name for Your loving-kindness and for Your truth's sake; for You have magnified Your Word above all Your name.   
God tells us that His word is perfect: Psalms 18:30 As for God, his way is perfect: the word of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all those that trust in him. And also we read in Psalms 19:7 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.
God’s word is His character and we must be able to trust it so God has made sure that it is so by telling us that He will not lie Numbers 23:19 God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good? And in the New Testament we read in Hebrews 6:17 So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath, 18 so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us.
We must have a clear understanding in our minds about the pureness of God’s word and how valuable it is to know that what we believe is pure doctrine.  Imagine that you lived in an area that had tainted water in fact there is a city in California called Hinkley, that actually had this happen where a power plant was poisoning the local water source by emptying chemical into nearby retaining ponds that were not lined with any type of barrier and the poison seeped into the local ground water. Now this happened in the mid 50’s to early 60’s but it wasn’t until the 1990’s that people were beginning to become ill with tumors and cancer. In 1994 the power company was taken to court with over 600 cases against them. The interesting facts are that the poison didn’t have an effect on the people right away it took several years for the effects of the poison to appear and make those people ill. 
I share this story because poison in the word of God has the same effect, to the born again believer the need for the Pure Word of God is imperative for proper healthy spiritual growth just as in the natural it is imperative that we grow up drinking pure water to be healthy.  If there are seeds of poison or improper interpretation that taint the pureness of God’s word it may not have an immediate effect but know this, there will be long term effects that will bring about disastrous outcomes to the body of Christ.  
We are seeing the effects of our government with their higher thinking, ushering the standards on which this country was founded out and imposing their own ungodly doctrines demons, but what is even more disturbing is the fact that the Church of Jesus Christ and it’s leaders of the true governing body who should be dictating what goes on in this country has allowed the pureness of God’s word to be compromised in many ways from political power and control to selfish financial greed the power and grandeur of the Church has diminished to a flickering ember of light.  
Why? Because of seeds of leaven or compromise sown decades ago that are now taking root and producing the devils intended fruit. Listen to this prophetic passage of scripture found in 1Timothy 4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; 
There is an interesting verse of scripture in Ecclesiastes that gives us insight into the spiritual effects of breaking the pureness of God’s word Ecclesiastes 10:8  He who digs a pit shall fall into it; and whoever breaks a hedge, a snake shall bite him. 
God’s word by design is a protective hedge for whosoever will trust in it. But that trust must be whole hearted as we see in Psalms 91:9 Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation; 10 There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling. 11 For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. 12 They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. 13 Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet. 14 Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, because he hath known my name.
God is faithful to those who put their trust in Him, trusting in God is trusting in His word, if you pick and choose what you will believe because of convenience you will poison the pureness of God’s word. I heard a quote many years ago that says “Whatever you compromise to keep, you will eventually lose” that speaks volumes when it comes to keeping God’s pure word.
Another passage of scripture that bears this truth is Job 1:8 And the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil?" 9 Then Satan answered the LORD and said, "Does Job fear God for no reason? 10 Have you not put a hedge around him and his house and all at he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land.
Satan understands that God puts a protective hedge around those who obey and trust in God out of his own mouth he confessed to God, so what do you think the devils plan would be for those who are protected by obeying God’s word? That’s right his tactics would be to get believers to accept a tainted doctrine maybe not a total lie but enough of error to begin a breaking down of the hedge of truth and purity of God’s word.  A small compromise or a little earthly wisdom mixed with truth will result in enough poison to produce destructive doctrines of demons that will render the believer trusting in an ineffective gospel.  This unfortunately is more common in the church today which brings us to the fulfillment of the prophetic writing of the apostle Paul in 2 Timothy 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.
God says in Deuteronomy 4:2 Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.  Basically God is saying here “Do not alter my word” lets read more of what God has to say about obeying His word, here in Deuteronomy we have an eye opening passage of scripture that gives us Jehovah’s thoughts: Deuteronomy 12:28 Observe and hear all these words which I command thee, that it may go well with thee, and with thy children after thee for ever, when thou doest that which is good and right in the sight of the LORD thy God.  29 When the LORD thy God shall cut off the nations from before thee, whither thou goest to possess them, and thou succeedest them, and dwellest in their land; 30 Take heed to thyself that thou be not snared by following them, after that they be destroyed from before thee; and that thou enquire not after their gods, saying, How did these nations serve their gods? even so will I do likewise. 31 Thou shalt not do so unto the LORD thy God: for every abomination to the LORD, which he hateth, have they done unto their gods; for even their sons and their daughters they have burnt in the fire to their gods.  32 What thing soever I command you, observe to do it: thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish from it. 
Can anything be clearer? God established a perfect and pure prescription for the best life can give by obeying His commands or word without trying to find loopholes in it.  I believe God says what He means and means what He says He is not a deceiver or a liar. As Psalms tells us: Psalms 19:8 The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.
Pure doctrines are critical to the believer because the word of God is the only source of pure truth that we can trust. The doctrine you believe must be consistent and properly interpreted so that it can give life to all who hear it and for those that will trust in it will see the manifestations of it truth by seeing it work for them consistently.  We cannot afford to believe half truths God does not operate that way so if you accept something as a doctrine it needs to be consistent throughout the scriptures, DO NOT  base a doctrine on one individual scripture pulled out to give special meaning or revelation, Get the whole counsel of God by searching out His word to see what the scriptures say have at least three scriptures 2 Corinthians 13:1 This is the third time I am coming to you. In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be established.  
Even in the Old Testament God had established that a matter was not settled by the testimony of just one person but two or three; Deuteronomy 19:15 One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall the matter be established.
God had established even in the most serious matters like the death of a person guilt was not pronounced by the witness of just one person, there needed to be two or three witnesses; see here in Numbers 35:30 Whoso killeth any person, the murderer shall be put to death by the mouth of witnesses: but one witness shall not testify against any person to cause him to die.
Did you see what I just did? A truth of biblical interpretation was established by presenting witnesses in the Old Testament and in the New Testament. It’s as simple as that. Now we may see individual scriptures that can be an encouragement to us for instance an encouraging scripture to help someone that is feeling a little depressed is Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. 12 Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you.  13 And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart. 
Now if we were to want to make a doctrinal statement about God knowing what is in the future for us then we would need to include more scriptures that would confirm that statement. We must let the scriptures speak for themselves. 
God in His wisdom has designed the bible to be a light to us to reveal His pure nature and character as a loving Heavenly Father.  Through God’s pure word we will come to see His word is;
- Life giving – Philippians 2:16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain.
1Peter 1:23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.

- What sustains us – Psalms 119:116 Uphold me according unto thy word, that I may live: and let me not be ashamed of my hope.
Matthew 4:2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred.  3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. 4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.
Deuteronomy 8:3 And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live.
- A Spiritual force
Hebrews 1:1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; 3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;

Ecclesiastes 8:4 Where the word of a king is, there is power: and who may say unto him, What doest thou? 5 Whoso keepeth the commandment shall feel no evil thing: and a wise man's heart discerneth both time and judgment.

- What makes us grow - 1Peter 2:2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:
Ephesians 4:14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;  15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:
- Wisdom – Psalms 19:7 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.
Proverbs 2:6 For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.
Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
- Eternal - Matthew 24:35 Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.
1Peter 1:25 But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.
Isaiah 40:8 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.
- Active - Isaiah 55:11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.
John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.
As we read previously in Psalms 138:2 I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy
name for thy lovingkindness and for thy truth: for thou hast magnified thy word above all
thy name.  Here we see that God puts a great priority on His word. If God does this shouldn’t
we also hold the Word of God in high esteem? Think about it like this; the creator of the universe
has given unto us His eternal thoughts and wisdom for all things that pertain to a life, would it be
wise to know what is says?

Critical lifestyle
Or behavioral patterns based on God’s wisdom not the world’s wisdom
I’ve always believed that being a Christian is not something that you do, like belonging to a church or being involved with some Christian activities, but being a Christian is who you are as it says in 2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.  So God has given you a new nature spiritually we need to understand this, physically you have not changed, it is a spiritual transformation that’s taken place and based on that experience you desire to conduct your life as Christ would have you. But there needs to be another transformation that takes place and this is the physical one sort of, if I could use that terminology, it is the renewing of the mind by which our thoughts and actions are dictated. 
Our minds are like computers they function by the input and guidelines and have created certain default responses that dictated our lives prior to coming to Christ such as hatred, revenge, rebellion against authority, stealing, all things that you grew up with that are against the ways of Christ, so now all of those years of worldly non- Christian input needs to be  as quoted in Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye mayprove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  or in other words, to bring about this transformation it can only be attained by having our minds renewed or reprogrammed. 
We read in  Ephesians 4:22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.  Here we see through these scriptures that our minds need to be reprogrammed in order to be aligned with our new inner person, but how do we get that new information?  It is through God’s word that we receive the knowledge that we need to renew our minds, I’m going to share a few scripture verses that mention the word knowledge to help you see what you obtain through studying God’s word. 
Colossians 1:10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;
2 Peter 1:2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, 3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:
Ephesians 1:17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places,
Colossians 3:10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:
2 Peter 3:18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.
According to Romans12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  It takes this new knowledge operating in our minds in order for there to be a transformation in our minds thus affecting the way that we think and act, but also this transformation must take place in order for spiritual growth to take place whereby we can understand and operate in things like God’s perfect will and walking in the Spirit and finding our destiny.  This is where you begin to learn how to live in a manner that is Christ like or Christian and experience eternal blessings set aside for those who are willing to apply God’s word to their lives.    
According to God’s word we are to approach our life different than the people of the world or people who are not believers in Jesus Christ.  Our lives are defined by this scripture in 2 Corinthians 6:17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, even in the Old Testament the children of Israel were warned Exodus 34:12 Watch yourself, and make no covenant with the inhabitants of the land where you are going, or they will become a snare among you.
God desires to manifest His love and mercy to this world as He always has, He has never changed that program, God has always looked for people to be a carrier of that Love and mercy along with everything else that God is. The problem is God has a description of what is necessary to carry or bear His essence.  It’s simple enough as we look at it, obedience and self- denial is what God is looking for. Those who are willing to obey His commands as he has laid them out, if they are willing to learn and put them into practice will qualify to be a carrier of His light or message, Jesus said that to be a follower of Him we must deny our self; Matthew16:24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. It’s the denying of one’s self where the problem is, it means that you no longer have a will of your own, again Jesus spoke these words; John 5:30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.  Because Jesus was submitted to the will of the Father he was a carrier of God’s power and essence, Jesus many times repeated that He was not doing His own will but God’s will therefore He was a representative of the truth.
Now here we are today wanting to be a carrier of God’s loving message and essence, God expects no less from us than what He expected from His own son in fact Jesus was sent to be an example for us to follow; Ephesians 5:1 Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; 2 And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.  What was the result of Jesus’ obedience and self-denial? We see in Philippians 2:7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. There is blessing and an honor that awaits those who will choose to follow the footsteps of Jesus I believe that the biggest honor is to be used as a chosen vessel to carry His light and love, to be able to experience God loving and working through you.  But that come as we humbly submit to His will. 
As a believer in Jesus Christ we must develop a lifestyle that will align us according to God’s word to His will, as it says in Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.     
We must maintain that the world can offer you nothing comparable to what God can offer you, everything that the world can offer is temporal God gives eternal things, the world will end up taking from you, God will always give to you or add to your life. Psalms 84:11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly. Jesus teaches us to seek the things of God first and God will take care of you; Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.  Remember, the things that God gives are eternal; 2 Corinthians 4:18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. 
Developing a lifestyle of separation is critical if you want to see God operate His will through you, it seems that you would be able to focus and be dedicated to the things of God if you know that God helping you in your life true? But in the word of God we have warning to us to keep us in check look at this scripture found in 1 Corinthians 15:33 Do not be deceived: "Bad company ruins good morals."  The apostle Paul give us a warning to remember, “a little leaven will spoil the whole lump” 1 Corinthians 5:6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 7 Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 9 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people—
As we maintain the posture of a critical lifestyle we stay in a place spiritually where we can experience spiritual growth as mentioned in 2 Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. What a blessing to see and know it is the Holy Spirit who is active in our lives to bring about the changes in us that will prepare us to receive what God has preplanned for us and to experience all the benefits of heaven here in this life as we read in Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:   By the Holy Spirit we receive special insight 1Corinthians 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 
As you partner with God’s perfect word you partner with the Holy Spirit who can only respond God’s word as Jesus said about Him; John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.  
As called out ones we need to develop these areas to keep ourselves in tune (by the aid of the Holy Spirit) with our Heavenly Father and to learn what we are called to do (by the aid of the
Holy Spirit) or in other words, to find your destiny and fulfill it.  Here is what we need to maintain a critical lifestyle;
- Prayer – proper communication with God
Jeremiah 29:12 Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you.
Ephesians 6:18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;
1 Thessalonians 5:17 Pray without ceasing. 18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.
Romans 12:12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.
- Study – proper handling of God’s Word
Joshua 1:8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.
2Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
Acts 17:10 And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews.  11 These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.
- Fellowship – iron sharpens iron

Proverbs 27:17 Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend.

Hebrews 10:25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.
Acts 2:41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. 42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.
Act 20:7 And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight.
- Decision making – walking in the Spirit
Proverbs 3:5-6 - Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.
1 Corinthians 2:15 But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. 16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.
Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.
Colossians 3:17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.
- Faith – remains the cornerstone of our spirituality
Mark 11:22 And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God. 23 For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. 
Hebrews 10:22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.
Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.
- Meditation – does God’s Word or peace fill your thought life
Psalms 1:1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.
1Timothy 4:14 Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. 15 Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all. 16 Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.
Joshua 1:8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.
1Timothy 4:15 Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all.
- Worship – having a adoration for Jehovah the giver of life
Psalms 29:2 Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.  
John 4:23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth."
Psalms 95:6 Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!
Critical Spirituality
Critical spirituality plays such a key role that you cannot be successful in God’s kingdom unless you understand how to participate and navigate in spiritual affairs.  Let’s begin by looking at some scriptural references that relate this subject.
Romans14:17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.
Romans 8:4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.  7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.
Galatians 5:16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.
Galatians 5:24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.
Colossians 3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sits on the right hand of God. 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.
John 6:63 The Spirit is the one who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.
1 Corinthians 2:12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, in order that we may know the things freely given to us by God, 13 things which we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual things to spiritual people. 14 But the natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he is not able to understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15 Now the spiritual person discerns all things, but he himself is judged by no one.
The spiritual aspect of our walk with God is probably the most misunderstood concept to a Christian because it is the natural realm (what you hear, see, feel) that we have been conditioned to respond to, this is called walking in the flesh.  But what is critical for a Christian to understand is the fact that there is a spiritual or invisible realm which we are a part of whether we believe it or not or whether a person cares or not, it doesn’t change anything and it is required that all Christians learn to navigate that invisible realm and operate in that realm as Christ did. That is why I opened with these scriptures.
Our attention needs to be focused on the invisible realm of the Spirit and our walk with God for that is where He dwells, God as you well know is a Spirit and must be approached in a spiritual manner such as faith as quoted in Hebrews 11: 6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.  Jesus taught that God is Spirit in John 4:24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.
Jesus said of the Holy Spirit in John 6:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. 14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.  This is a spiritual truth that Jesus is conveying, instruction and guidance will come to you by an unseen source called the” Holy Spirit”.   
This is Jesus giving these instructions and mandates and we cannot avoid these instructions therefore we must come to a place where we embrace the supernatural or the invisible realm because that is where God dwells and that is where Christ now is seated and the scripture tells us that we also are seated with Him in a spiritual place; Ephesians 2:4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:  Everything that involves the kingdom of God is spiritual or spiritually based.  Here I would like to draw your attention to the Spiritual characteristics of your life;
- You were born again spiritually - John 3:3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly I say to you, unless someone is born from above, he is not able to see the kingdom of God."
- The Spiritual Word of God was the seed of that New birth - 1Peter 1:23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, through the living Word of God, and abiding forever.
- Your food from the word of God is Spiritual - 1Peter 2:2  desire the sincere milk of the Word, as newborn babes, so that you may grow by it;
- Your born into a Spiritual realm - Ephesians 2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love with which he loved us, 5  and we being dead in trespasses, he made us alive together with Christ (by grace you are saved), 6 and raised us together and seated us together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
- Your Faith is Spiritual - Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

- Your Prayers are Spiritual - Matthew 6:9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
- You have Spiritual gifts - 1Corinthians 12:1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant.
- Your walk in this life is Spiritual (should be) - Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
- Your battles are Spiritual - Ephesians 6:12 because our struggle is not against blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the world rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.
- Your enemies are Spiritual - 1Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:  9 Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.
- Your weapons are spiritual – 2 Corinthians 10:4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)  5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;
The realm of the Spirit is critical to us because that is the place that God dwells, so if we are to be like Christ we must walk and operate or function in the supernatural or invisible realm.  As you have seen above everything about this life in Christ is Spiritual, God’s spiritual provisions guarantees us success in this life as a believer and follower of Jesus Christ so what do we have to struggle with? I’ll answer that question later. As Christ has overcome we can overcome but only by the strength of the Spirit of God as it says in Zachariah 4:6 Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.
This was so necessary that Jesus told the disciples to wait in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit comes upon you Acts 1:4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me.  5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.  6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?  7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.  8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.  9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.
It wasn’t until the fulfillment of that word that the disciples went out into Jerusalem with the power of the Spirit as you see in Acts 2.  God gave us His word for a purpose, that was for our instruction and guidance,  He didn’t leave anything out, His word is complete and true and perfect, don’t you think the wisest thing we as believers in Jesus Christ could do is to follow God’s word  totally heart and soul?
In my teaching on the spiritual or invisible realm I normally start out with this question; “If you were able to see into the invisible realm what would you see?”  You would see angels and demons they are all around us whether you believe it or nor not or whether you care or not it doesn’t change a thing, it is still a reality that affects everyone in this world.  We as spiritual followers of Christ must be aware of our surroundings at all times as the scriptures tell us, let me list a few;
1Thessalonians 5:6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.
Titus 2:6 Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded. 
Titus 2:12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; 
1Peter 1:13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 
1Peter 4:7 But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer. 
1Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:              
Here is where I want to answer the question I posed earlier; “As you have seen above everything about this life in Christ is Spiritual, God’s spiritual provisions guarantees us success in this life as a believer and follower of Jesus Christ so what do we have to struggle with?”  We know that the victory wrought by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ has rendered all of the power of the enemy powerless Hebrews 2:14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; and also reiterated in 1John 3:8 He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.  
Here is an interesting scripture from Colossians 2:15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him. This is from the English Standard Version of the bible saying satan has been disarmed. The King James Version says it this way Colossians 2:15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.  Spoiled or disarmed they both mean the same thing the enemy satan has been defeated once and for all forever. Amen! and Amen!
We have just read the scriptures that relate to the defeat of the enemy we call the devil or satan, so since he is defeated what is the struggle?  What can he possibly do to harm us? Well truthfully nothing but that is not the question we should be asking, that is not what we should be focused on and because you may have these kinds of thoughts in your mind shows that the enemy has succeeded in distracting you from walking in the spirit.  Listen closely; 
The proper question you should be asking is not what the enemy can do to you but rather what is the enemy trying to get you to do? Remember we are studying about “Critical Spirituality” Read carefully these passages of scripture for clarity; we’ll start with 1Corinthians 3:1 My friends, you are acting like the people of this world. That's why I could not speak to you as spiritual people. You are like babies as far as your faith in Christ is concerned.  2 So I had to treat you like babies and feed you milk. You could not take solid food, and you still cannot, 3 because you are not yet spiritual. You are jealous and argue with each other. This proves that you are not spiritual and that you are acting like the people of this world. 4 Some of you say that you follow me, and others claim to follow Apollos. Isn't that how ordinary people behave? (CEV) 
Here we have people in the church at Corinth arguing about who they are following but look at what the apostle Paul calls them that are feuding, babies, people of this world, ordinary people not a picture of a people who are kings and priests, a royal priesthood is it? When you read words like; the flesh, the carnal or carnal mind, the meaning is to be reliant on the human will or desires, senses and lusts all of which are considered things of the “world” and are to be brought under control by the transformation which comes by the renewing of the mind by the word of God, which we studied in the previous section “Critical Lifestyles.” 
This is a verse from the apostle Paul’s letter to the church at Galatia, in chapter 5 beginning at verse 1 the apostle Paul is admonishing the church for listening to other teachers that were trying to get them to follow the rules and regulations Judaism such as circumcision which is a not a requirement for salvation, the problem being, what it would lead to, doing carnal acts like circumcision and believing they were spiritual things which would end up moving them away from the spiritual walk which the apostle Paul was teaching them to embrace, thus they would end up trusting in the human will and not faith, the apostle knowing it would eventually bring them to the condition they were in when they first heard the gospel of Christ.  Galatians 5:16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do.
The apostle Paul identifies that you cannot live in two worlds “the spirit and the flesh” he goes on to show the struggle there is in doing so and the result “to keep you from doing what you want” which means that you most likely will end up doing what you don’t want to, it’s only logical.  He concludes in verses 24-25 the remedy for the struggle Galatians 5:24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. This is the transformed lifestyle by which we can walk in the Spirit by the Holy Spirit.  One more passage of scripture and then I will bring this thought to a conclusion.
The Apostle Paul writes this letter to the church at Rome trying to teach them as he did in Galatia that salvation is not obtained by works of the law of Judaism but through faith in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and he again identifies the difference between the two; Romans 8:5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.     
The apostle Paul establishes that a Christian cannot please God by trying to identify with Him on the basis of human will or intellect.  You see the way into God’s graces was paved by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and His shed blood because it was not possible for human works of righteousness to be good enough to merit entrance into God’s kingdom. Romans 3:20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 
Here is my point; we cannot forget that there is an enemy of your soul out there looking for opportunities to take from you all that God has provided for you by being born again into the kingdom of heaven, how can he accomplish that?  The answer; All satan wants to do is to get you to act on your own logic and reason, he gets you to do that by cleverly bringing a thought that sounds wise and logical but is not based on the pure word of God or maybe you will be tempted to accept a teaching that is not 100% truth, maybe 99% but it sounds Holy and righteous. 
 If your life and mind is not transformed by the pure word of God, and if your lifestyle is not walking by the motivation of the Holy Spirit but by human intuition, you will end up giving over to your enemy those things that are precious to your soul such as your relationship with your Father, the peace of God, because confusion will creep in, you will be confronted with doubts  about this life of separation, the pure joy of the Lord will fade, the desire to be in God’s holy presence will slowly fade, your desire for the pure word of God will diminish, do you see where this is going?  All because of stepping out on your own reasoning and not measuring a thought or an encounter by the Word of the Living God. 
Jesus is our prime example to this, when he was at a weakened point while fasting in the desert the devil came and tempted Him to act on logic and reason and what did Jesus do?  He quoted the Pure Word of God. He did not allow Himself to be drawn into human reasoning or logic.  Matthew 4:1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  2 And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.  3 And the tempter came and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread." 4 But he answered, "It is written” 'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.' (ESV)
Critical spirituality is being able to identify immediately when the enemy is at work by always being aware of your surroundings at all times this comes by having a mind that is meditating or pondering the things of God, this needs to be your motivation, knowing or being mindful that the Holy Spirit is communing with your spirit every moment you are awake and even when you’re not awake because your spirit doesn’t sleep just your body does, that is walking in the Spirit. All of this can take place if you have renewed your mind to be responsive to the word of God when choices need to be made and not giving heed to influences that are of this world or things that are based on human reason or logic to motivate you.
Also, when you have a lifestyle of studying God’s pure word you will develop within your spirit the ability to recognize the voice of God because God sounds like His word John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  Jesus said in John 6:63 that His words were Spirit and life and that the flesh does not profit anything. John 6:63 The Spirit is the one who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. (LEB)   
So when you have the pure word of God active in your spirit, coupled with the activity of the Holy Spirit in your inner man, you have a perfect mixture to develop the character and essence of Jesus Christ in your life just as Jesus said in John 16:13  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. 14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.   
With this activity in your life and spirit you will have the ability by the Holy Spirit to know and see things that are beyond your own understanding such as dangers that may lie ahead, maybe someone is trying to deceive you or you may receive direction or instruction for something God wants you to do. One of the greatest blessings is to have God give you revelation or insight into His word that brings you to another level in your relationship with your Heavenly Father.  What a great blessing to have the creator of the universe share His thoughts with you Amos 4:13 For behold, he who forms the mountains and creates the wind, and declares to man what is his thought, who makes the morning darkness, and treads on the heights of the earth— the LORD, the God of hosts, is his name! 
This all takes place in the spiritual realm that is why it is critical that we develop a lifestyle of spirituality as quoted in Acts 17:28 for "'In him we live and move and have our being'; as even some of your own poets have said, "'For we are indeed his offspring.'  but more than that, it is that realm where your Heavenly Father will meet you. The apostle Paul says in Galatians chapter 1 verse 12 that the gospel he preaches was given by revelation of Jesus Christ, Galatians 1:11 But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. 12 For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

Critical Spirituality for the believer brings about the ability to perceive the things of the spirit that are only spiritually discerned 1 Corinthians 2:13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 
This positions you to be able to by the revelation and insight of the Holy Spirit identify the following; 
- Destiny – understanding your course of life\ Prophetic
1Timothy 1:18 This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare;
John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.
Acts 9:10 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. 11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, 12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his sight. 13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: 14 And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name. 15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: 16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake.
Acts10:1 There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the Italian band, 2 A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway. 3 He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius. 4 And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God. 5 And now send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter: 6 He lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side: he shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do.
- Spiritual gifts – understanding the tools of the Spirit\ Being led by the Spirit
Ephesians 1:15 Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints, 16 Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers; 17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him:  18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,  19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 
1 Corinthians 12:7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 10 To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.
1 Corinthians 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15 But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.
John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.
John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. 14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.
Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.
- Spiritual sonship – understanding who you are in Christ, a child of the most the High God
1Peter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:
Ephesians 2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,   5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—:6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
Romans 8:16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.
Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
- Spiritual warfare – understanding how to navigate in the spiritual realm, Discernment  
1 Corinthians 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ephesians 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; 15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: 18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;

God Bless you
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