Dealing with the unexpected

In the story of Job we see the story of unexpected disaster in the life of Job, I have discovered a couple of points that we should consider.

First we see how God thought about Job, how he was an upright man with a perfect heart.
Job 1:8  And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? 

Job did that which was right in the sight of God and was honored for doing so by having a hedge of protection about him and God’s hand dealt with Job bountifully.

Job 1:9 Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought? 10  Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land. 11 But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face. 

But I would like for you to look closely at all that is being said by satan because Job truly is not the main issue in this story, as you can see satan found no fault with Job, satan was trying to find fault with God, remember satan was cast out of heaven for rebellion, let ‘s examine this conversation.  God said in verse 8 Hast thou considered my servant Job; God said that Job was His servant. In verse 9 we see satan beginning to accuse God by saying; Doth Job fear God for nought? Or as the ESV says it; Does Job fear God for no reason? 
We must remember that our enemy is a sly one and even would try to begile God as well, look in verse 10 satan says Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land. 
The adversary satan is beginning to place the emphasis on what God had done,
-  You made a hedge around him
- You have blessed the work of his hands and his substance in increased in the land. 

If you look closely you will see that satan is trying to back God into a corner to find fault with the way God does things, if I paraphrase this conversation satan is saying to God “why shouldn’t Job serve you, you are forcing him to serve you by all that You do for him, God, You just want robots to serve you and if things aren’t done your way You kick us out, to prove this to you take away your blessing from Job and I bet he will turn on you and curse you to your face.”  

So let’s answer this question;
- why did God allow this test to forth? And
- what did God know that satan did not know? 

To properly understand this whole event,  we must understand some things that had happened to bring satan to this place of being God’s adversary. 

- Before lucifer lost his position in heaven, he was God’s shining star, Isaiah 14:12
The name lucifer means shining star see here; H1966, hêylêl, hay-lale'
From H1984 (in the sense of brightness); the morning star: - lucifer. 

- He was the original guardian of God’s created earth, Ezekiel 28:13-14 

- By reason of his brightness and power he became proud and corrupt, Ezekiel 28:15-17

- He thought to overthrow God’s throne, Isaiah 14:13-14

- He was cast out, Isaiah 14:15, Luke 10:18

As we see lucifer became God’s adversary when he tried to take God’s throne and was named satan which means adversary.  For some reason satan felt he was wronged in being cast out but remember he had become corrupted in his mind, self-deceived and proud.  Jesus said of satan “there is no truth in him” John 8:44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 

So, in the story of Job we see satan had it in his corrupted mind that God was somehow unfair, to put it in understandable terms this is what satan was saying; God of course Job pleases you because you force him to by blessing all that he does, but if you take from him he will turn on you.  Because I didn’t do things your way you cast me out, all you want are robots to serve you out of force.  Watch and see what happens when you take from Job. 

You see satan did not have an issue with Job, his issue was with God and His justice, remember what satan said in verse 10: Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land.  

There is a battle that continues in this world, things will happen to God’s people seemingly for no reason at all and they find themselves in crisis that they didn’t deserve, because of the accuser.  So, we as believers must know and understand God’s character and His unchanging word because many times that’s all that we will have when we find ourselves in various calamities.  We must remember that our Father in heaven is not out to hurt us.  He will not shame you.  Here is just one example of how our Father in Heaven feels about us: Psalms 103:1 A Psalm of David. Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: 3 Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; 4 Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies; 5 Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's. 6 The LORD executeth righteousness and judgment for all that are oppressed. 7 He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto the children of Israel. 8 The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. 9 He will not always chide: neither will he keep his anger for ever. 10 He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. 11 For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him. 12 As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us. 13 Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him. 14 For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust. 

Lamentations 3:22 Because of the LORD's gracious love we are not consumed, since his compassions never end.  23 They are new every morning—great is your faithfulness! 24 "The LORD is all I have," says my soul, "Therefore I will trust in him." 25 The LORD is good to those who wait for him, to the person who searches for him. 
Do you see the heart of our heavenly Father?  Let’s return to Job’s story.  Back to chapter 1.

God gave the answer the question above in verse 8, God acknowledged that Job was a “perfect and upright man”.  God knew what was in the heart of Job and was confident that these qualities would sustain Job through whatever calamities would come his way.

So God allowed satan to bring about a catastrophe in Job’s life; Job 1:12  And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD.  Job seen all that was destroyed, what a terrible set of circumstances, remember, satan does not play fair, he will always try to hit you where it will have the most devastating effect. 

As we read in verses 13 – 19 we see what happened to Jobs estate. As you see he lost everything but remember, God knew the integrity that was in Jobs heart and here was Jobs response to all that had happened; Job 1:20 Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped, 
21  And said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: 
the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD. 
Job 1:22  In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Remember, to whom was this attack really directed? It was God and as we see in verse 22 Job did not return any foolish charges towards God. So, God won that round and proved satan to be wrong about the heart of Job, God proved that Job would serve Him without being forced to, God proved Himself to be a just and righteous God, and Job was a man of integrity. Satan could not deny that. 

But it did not end there, now that accusation turns toward Job now because God’s ways proved to be right, but satan still believes he can prove God wrong so the strategy changes. 

In chapter 2 we see the change in strategy, first we see how God reminds satan about his failure to prove God wrong about the service and dedication of Job as we see in verses; Job 2:3 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause. 

Notice what God says, “Even Job did not deserve it, you moved me to destroy him”.  And then God said, “And still he holds fast to his integrity”. 

Now here is the change in strategy, satan could not blame God for anything, but still the criticism is towards God; Job 2:4 And Satan answered the LORD, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life. 5 But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face.   Here is another translation of this verse to help make things clearer; we’ll use the “Message” Bible; Job 2: 4 (MSG) Satan answered, “A human would do anything to save his life. But what do you think would happen if you reached down and took away his health? 5 He’d curse you to your face, that’s what.” 

Satan is willing to put God to another test but this time we see he is attacking the integrity of Jobs soul trying to show that the depth of a man’s being is something that God has no control over and if violated man will turn away from their integrity and turn from God. 

Look closely at what satan is saying here in verse 4, the focus is on the soul of a human being God’s creation; all that a man hath will he give for his life. But then the true challenge, touch man’s life and man will turn from you and curse you; 5 But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face. Again we see the focus is back to God and once again God knew what was in the heart of Job and God knew that the integrity of Job would sustain him, we see this in chapter 13 look at what Job said; 
Job 13:15  Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before him.  Job knew God’s character and trusted in that with his whole life and in the end, Job came out truly blessed as we read in Job 42:10 (ISV) The LORD restored Job's prosperity after he prayed for his friends. The LORD doubled everything that Job had once possessed. 
11 Then all his brothers and sisters and all those who knew him before arrived. They ate food with him in his house, mourned for him, and consoled him for all the trouble that the LORD had brought and placed on him. Some gave him gold bullion and some brought gold earrings. 
12 The LORD blessed Job during the latter part of his life more than the former, since he owned 14,000 thousand sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 teams of oxen and 1,000 female donkeys. 
13 He also had seven sons and three daughters. 
14 He named the first daughter Jemima, the second Keziah, and the name of the third was Keren-happuch. 
15 No one could find more beautiful women in the whole land than Job's daughters. Their father gave them their inheritance along with their brothers. 
16 Job lived 140 years after this, and saw his children and grandchildren to the fourth generation. 
17 Then Job died at an old age, having lived a full life.  

This was an attack on God’s integrity and His Justice, now for us the strategy of our enemy has not changed, our adversary still hates God and still tries to get to God through His people, let us look at the Gospel of Mark chapter 4 we will look at the parable of the seed and the sower.
Mark 4:3  Hearken; Behold, there went out a sower to sow: 4 And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way side, and the fowls of the air came and devoured it up. 5 And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth; and immediately it sprang up, because it had no depth of earth: 6 But when the sun was up, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away. 7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked it, and it yielded no fruit. 8 And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that sprang up and increased; and brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty, and some an hundred. 9 And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

Now we have all heard of this parable many times, but I would like to bring out a very important principle which corresponds to what we just learned in Job. Let us look at Jesus explanation of this parable; Mark 4:13 And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all parables? 14The sower soweth the word. 15 And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts. 16 And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; 17 And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended. 18 And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, 19 And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. 20 And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred. 

As we discussed previously about the story of Job it was God who satan had his focus on, trying to prove Him a unjust God in Job chapter 1 and then we see satan trying to get to God through the attack on Job, so here in Mark’s gospel we need to see what the main focus is as you have read through this parable did you catch it? Eight times we see the “the Word” now as we have all come to understand from the gospel of John chapter 1verse 1; In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  As I mentioned in one of my other teachings, it needs to be understood that the meaning of the word “Word” is the same in Jesus’ parable in Mark chapter 4. I will show you these scriptures with the Strong’s Greek concordance numbers; The Greek word is “Logos”, meaning “Sayings”, “Divine expression”.
Mark 4:14  TheG3588 sowerG4687 sowethG4687 theG3588 word.G3056 
As you see here that the number after “Word” is G3056 and all eight times it is the same G3056
Now here is John 1:1 in the same format;
John 1:1  InG1722 the beginningG746 wasG2258 theG3588 Word,G3056 andG2532 theG3588 WordG3056 wasG2258 withG4314 God,G2316 andG2532 theG3588 WordG3056 wasG2258 God.G2316 
As you see here also when you see the word “Word” you see the same number G3056 in both scriptures.

So we can agree that the word “Word” refers to Jesus being God true? My point is if you look at Mark 4:17 you will see; 17 And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended.  Affliction and persecution came because of the Word or because of God, Hmm, and did you see who was behind this? You’ll see the answer in verse 15; 15 And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts. 

What was satan trying to accomplish with the attacks on Job? If you remember he said; Job1:11 But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face.  And in Job 2:5 But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face.

Satan was trying to get Job to give up his integrity of trust in God, you see the attack was always against the God that Job trusted in, and Jobs trust in God his creator.  Remember what Job’s wife said to him?   Let’s read the context.
Job 2:7 So went Satan forth from the presence of the LORD, and smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown. 8 And he took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; and he sat down among the ashes. 9 Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and die. 10 But he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin with his lips. 

Job’s wife said, “are you still holding on to your integrity?”  “curse God and die”.  Remember God knew what was on the inside of Job for He said in chapter 1: Job 1:8 And the Lord said to him, Hast thou diligently considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a man blameless, true, godly, abstaining from everything evil? 

Job had some kind of “Word” in him.  Look at God’s words closely, He said that Job was godly, abstaining from everything evil.  What made him do that?  He had to have some kind of revelation in him to honor God like that.  Look at what Job said in chapter 13: Job 3:15 Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before him. 

Job had a great revelation of God and a deep trust him, that was able to keep him, this is what God knew and why God was confident that no matter what happened to Job, he would never give up the Word of God that was in his spirit here’s proof: Job 23:11 My foot hath held his steps, his way have I kept, and not declined. 12 Neither have I gone back from the commandment of his lips; I have esteemed the words of his mouth more than my necessary food. 

Looking back at the parable of the Sower and the seed, we see the word in Job like the seed that fell on good ground in verse 20: Mark 4:20 And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred.   Look at this verse in Luke chapter 8: Luke 8:15 But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.  This is a heart like Job’s heart.

Again, satan at another time made a demand, and this time it was to put Peter on trial, and Jesus knowing what would happen told Peter that He had prayed for him that his faith would not fail.  Look at what Jesus said to him: Luke 22:31 “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, 32 but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” 33 Peter said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison and to death.” 34 Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster will not crow this day, until you deny three times that you know me.” 

It should be noted that the word for demanded is defined in the Strong’s concordance as:
G1809 ἐξαιτέομαι, exaiteomai, ex-ahee-teh'-om-ahee
Middle voice from G1537 and G154; to demand (for trial): - desire.

And in Acts chapter 2 we see that Peter had not lost his faith, but it had increased.

Remember, the name satan means adversary or enemy.

The word devil means traducer: one who maligns another by making malicious and false or defamatory statements.

The devil is the enemy of our souls, in Revelation he is known as the “Accuser of the brethren” 
Revelation 12:9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. 

We know that the devil has been defeated because of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ: Hebrews 2:14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 

Colossians 2:12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it. 

1John 3:8 He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil. 

John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.  

The devil knows that he has been defeated and cannot overcome the power of Jesus Christ our God and Savoir, so he turns his attacks on us, God’s children, by accusations and lies, condemnation and guilt.  

That is why in dealing with the unexpected, we are instructed by the Pure Word of God to:
- Be renewed in our Minds, Romans 12:2, Ephesians 4:23, Colossians 3:10
- Watch our thoughts, 2 Corinthians 10:3-5
- Put on the armour of God, Ephesians 6:10-11,13
- Resist the devil, James 4:7, 1 Peter 5:8-9

If these instructions are followed we will not be caught off guard, we never know when crisis will come, but God’s Pure Word is proactive and keeps us prepared to keep our minds and emotions in control.  We are encouraged by the Pure Word of God to stay sober minded and vigilant, why? Because your enemy the devil is seeking to devour those who’s minds are not disciplined: 1Peter 4:7 But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer. 

1Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 9 Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.  

Remember, Jesus never said that there would not be any struggles, on the contrary, Jesus tells us that there will be many things that will come against us.  But He did say to be of good cheer because He had overcome the world: John 16:33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 

John 15:18 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. 19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. 
21 But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me. 

1John 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. 

Matthew 10:16 Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. 17 But beware of men: for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge you in their synagogues; 18 And ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them and the Gentiles. 19 But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. 20 For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. 21 And the brother shall deliver up the brother to death, and the father the child: and the children shall rise up against their parents, and cause them to be put to death. 22 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved. 23 But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another: for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come. 24 The disciple is not above his master, nor the servant above his lord. 25 It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master, and the servant as his lord. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his household? 26 Fear them not therefore: for there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be known. 27 What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light: and what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops. 28 And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall on the ground without your Father. 30 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows. 32 Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. 33 But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven. 

I added this passage from Matthew to show that our Father in Heaven is always watching over us and will keep us, therefore Jesus said to “Fear not”.  God’s Pure Word teaches us that all things work out for the good.  God has a unique way of turning the bad into the good, we are never left alone defenseless, observe these scriptures: Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.  

Romans 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 

Genesis 50:17 So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive, I pray thee now, the trespass of thy brethren, and their sin; for they did unto thee evil: and now, we pray thee, forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of thy father. And Joseph wept when they spake unto him. 18 And his brethren also went and fell down before his face; and they said, Behold, we be thy servants. 19 And Joseph said unto them, Fear not: for am I in the place of God? 20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive. 21 Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your little ones. And he comforted them, and spake kindly unto them.  

God gives us many promises in His Pure Word that we will always come out of every situation as conquerors so our faith can always stay strong as we see God’s mighty hand move on our behalf as we trust in Him: Romans 8:35  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
Romans 8:36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

1Corinthians 15:55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 

1John 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. 

Isaiah 54:13 And all thy children shall be taught of the LORD; and great shall be the peace of thy children. 14 In righteousness shalt thou be established: thou shalt be far from oppression; for thou shalt not fear: and from terror; for it shall not come near thee. 15 Behold, they shall surely gather together, but not by me: whosoever shall gather together against thee shall fall for thy sake. 16 Behold, I have created the smith that bloweth the coals in the fire, and that bringeth forth an instrument for his work; and I have created the waster to destroy. 17 No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD. 

Psalms 91:1 He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 2 I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust. 3 Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence. 4 He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler. 5 Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day; 6 Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday. 7 A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. 
8 Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked. 9 Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation; 

Luke 10:17 And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy name. 18 And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. 19 Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 20 Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven. 

1John 5:4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?
There are many promises in God’s Pure Word that tell us that we are always being watched by our Father in Heaven, also we have been given these promises so that we can stand in the day of adversity knowing that God will deliver us no matter what trouble comes our way as we trust in Him: Psalms 34:11 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 12 What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many days, that he may see good? 13 Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. 14 Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it. 15 The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry. 16 The face of the LORD is against them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. 17 The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles. 18 The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. 19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all. 

One final thought; Remember that the purpose of the devil’s attacks is to get you to give up the Pure Word of God that has been deposited in you.  You alone are not a threat to the devil, it is the Pure Word in you that the devil is afraid of, it is Jesus Christ Himself that satan is afraid of.  We have come to understand that according to the gospel of John chapter 1 that Jesus and the Word are one in the same: John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 The same was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men.  

Look at what it says in verse 14: John 1:12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

If we have received Christ, we have received His Pure Word therefore we can have confidence that no matter the adversity, no matter the size of the trouble that comes, His Word has been given to us to bring us through the crisis, and His Pure Word promises that every storm will pass, and we will become stronger in Christ as we know His word and keep His word.   2Corinthians 6:3 Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed: 4 But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, 5 In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings; 6 By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, 7 By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, 8 By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true; 9 As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; 10 As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things. 

Romans 8:17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. 

2Timothy 2:11 It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him: 12 If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us: 

Hebrews 13:5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 6 So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me. 

These scriptures give you the idea that it is a privilege to suffer for our Lord Jesus Christ, as we are sharing with Him in all things.  We know what became of Jesus as a result of His willingness to suffer in obedience to His Father: Philippians 2:8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.   

And to us also there are promises if we overcome: 
Revelation 2:17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.  

Revelation 3:12  Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name. 

In Job chapter 42 we see the what became of Job after he had prayed for his friends.  If you did a study about the friends of Job, you would see that they all thought that Job had sinned against God, and that is why Job was under such adversity.  But Job knew that He had not sinned against God.  But Job himself had faced the trial of his life, not understanding why this was happening still Job was being challenged to the core of his being.  That is why Job questioned God.  But yet he remained humble before his God.  
Job 42:10 And the LORD turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before. 

We have a surer understanding of these things because of the Pure Word of God written for our instruction and guidance for every situation that we will face, our Righteous Father in Heaven has given to us His thoughts and wisdom: James 5:7 Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. 8 Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. 9 Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge standeth before the door. 10 Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience. 11 Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy. 

2Timothy 4:5 As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

The following is a quote given to me by the Holy Spirit saying that we should never compromise what we believe.

“Do not be concerned about what the devil can do to you, but rather be concerned at what the devil will try to get you to do”.  Don’t let go of the Pure Word of God!

God Bless you!
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