The Doctrine of Forgiveness

One day I was driving in the city and seen a man holding a sign, it said “Sin = Hell”, as I pondered the meaning of what that sign was conveying. I pondered what those who were not believers thought about that sign and I wondered what questions they may have had. What did it say about that person’s perspective, what did it say about that person and what did it say about that persons God.  Then I asked myself, if I was to hold a sign what would it say?  

I have finally come up with a simple sign that I feel represents the true message given from the heart of our Father in Heaven.  “YOU’RE FORGIVEN” That’s what my sigh would say.

John 20:21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 23 Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained. 

We see here that Jesus was preparing the disciples to carry on the work that He started, Jesus was at this time preparing to ascend to the Father in Heaven and was giving the disciples the mandate that He was given as we see in verse 21: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.  As believers in Jesus Christ, we, in the same way are authorized in the same way, this authority is not just for a select few.  
What was Jesus mission? Let us examine some scriptures to get a clear picture of what Jesus knew to be His purpose in being sent into the world.  We must also remember that these gospels and the words of Jesus were written after Jesus had died, rose from the dead and ascended into heaven, these words were not written as they happened.  This is important because we could easily miss the context of Jesus mindset.  

John 1:11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 

Matthew 15:24 But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

Matthew 18:11 For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost. 

Luke 19:10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.   

Luke 5:30 But their scribes and Pharisees murmured against his disciples, saying, Why do ye eat and drink with publicans and sinners? 31 And Jesus answering said unto them, They that are whole need not a physician; but they that are sick. 32 I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.

Matthew 10:5 These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: 6 But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

Luke 24:45 Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures, 46 And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: 47 And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

Acta 3:25 Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. 26 Unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from his iniquities. 

Matthew 21:42 Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?43 Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. 

Here in these scriptures we see that Jesus came for the redemption of Jews first. God had a promise to Abraham to fulfill and this was the time for the prophetic scriptures to be fulfilled.
But as we seen above, the prophetic scriptures also told of the refusal and stubbornness of the children of Israel as we just read above, Jesus knew full well that rejection would be the result of His appearance here in earth.  Look at the following passages of scripture: 
Mark 8:31 And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 

Mark 9:30 And they departed thence, and passed through Galilee; and he would not that any man should know it. 31 For he taught his disciples, and said unto them, The Son of man is delivered into the hands of men, and they shall kill him; and after that he is killed, he shall rise the third day. 32 But they understood not that saying, and were afraid to ask him. 

Matthew 20:17 And Jesus going up to Jerusalem took the twelve disciples apart in the way, and said unto them, 18 Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be betrayed unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, and they shall condemn him to death, 19 And shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify him: and the third day he shall rise again. 

Luke 9:20 He said unto them, But whom say ye that I am? Peter answering said, The Christ of God. 21 And he straitly charged them, and commanded them to tell no man that thing; 22 Saying, The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and be raised the third day. 

All of these things had to happen this way to fulfill all of the scriptures that were written about the Messiah.  Jesus also said this Himself as we read before His ascension: Luke 24:44 And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. 45 Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures, 46 And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: 47 And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 And ye are witnesses of these things. 49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high. 

 Let us examine a few of the scriptures that Jesus was referring to before we go on.
Deuteronomy 32:15 But Jeshurun (Symbolic name for Israel) waxed fat, and kicked: thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, thou art covered with fatness; then he forsook God which made him, and lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation. 

Psalms 118:22 The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner. 

Isaiah 53:1 Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed? 2 For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. 3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

We now know that through the rejection of Jesus Christ by His own, and His death and resurrection, that forgiveness of sins and the gift of eternal life was made available to the entire world and ages to come.  But as this teaching is revealing, it was Jesus final words that set the platform for this revelation, Luke 23:34 “Father forgive them for they know not what they do” This was critical for the character of God to be displayed as the days progressed after the resurrection Jesus Christ.

I’ll explain this thought; We must maintain that Jesus came to die for the sins of the world not just a select few.  John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 

Romans 3:21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; 22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: 
23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 

1John 2:2 And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.

 In the gospel of John, we see this attitude displayed by Jesus when He was confronted by the religious leaders who brought a woman to Him who had committed adultery, John 8: 1-5, and Jesus response to her is very unique because she was not asking for forgiveness, she had not been looking for Jesus to help her, but look at what Jesus said; John 8:10 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more. 

The doctrine of forgiveness is the foundation of the outlook of our Eternal Father in heaven and the enduring compassion that had been displayed through the ages until the final sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  As we can see in the scriptures, it was truly no mystery what God planned from the beginning.  As we as believers have experienced, the doctrine of forgiveness is just the beginning of the journey into eternity.  It all begins with forgiveness.  Let us examine more scriptures to help us see this doctrine; 

1Jonn 4:9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. 10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

Luke 5:20 And when he saw their faith, he said unto him, Man, thy sins are forgiven thee.

Luke 7:47 Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little. 48 And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven. 49 And they that sat at meat with him began to say within themselves, Who is this that forgiveth sins also? 50 And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace. 

Matthew 9:1 And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his own city. 2 And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee. 

2Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in the Messiah, he is a new creation. Old things have disappeared, and—look!—all things have become new! 18 All of this comes from God, who has reconciled us to himself through the Messiah and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 for through the Messiah, God was reconciling the world to himself by not counting their sins against them. He has committed his message of reconciliation to us. 20 Therefore, we are the Messiah's representatives, as though God were pleading through us. We plead on the Messiah's behalf: "Be reconciled to God!" 
21 God made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that God's righteousness would be produced in us. (ISV)

Romans 4:6 Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, 7 Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. 8 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. 

2Corinthians 2:5 But if any have caused grief, he hath not grieved me, but in part: that I may not overcharge you all. 6 Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which was inflicted of many. 7 So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow. 8 Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm your love toward him. 
9 For to this end also did I write, that I might know the proof of you, whether ye be obedient in all things. 10 To whom ye forgive any thing, I forgive also: for if I forgave any thing, to whom I forgave it, for your sakes forgave I it in the person of Christ; 11 Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices. 

Psalms 103:1 A Psalm of David. Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: 3 Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; 4 Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies; 

Isaiah 43:25 I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins. 

Isaiah 44:21 Remember these, O Jacob and Israel; for thou art my servant: I have formed thee; thou art my servant: O Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of me. 22 I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I have redeemed thee. 

There are many scriptures that deal with the issue of forgiveness, mentioning that we should forgive those who offend us, but as we mature believers in Christ, are to take on the essence of our heavenly Father where we are to live in a forgiving attitude, seeing the world as our Father in heaven sees, and desiring to have all reconciled to Him as we see in 2 Corinthians 5:17-21,  the mandate is that we have been given this ministry as representatives of Jesus Christ.

God not imputing sins to the world does not condemn the world but has through Jesus Christ already provided the provision of forgiveness, so that the essence of compassion and love can be demonstrated. John 3:17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.  

Some try to say that sin separates us from God but let us examine this scripture: Isaiah 59:2 But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.   This statement seems cut and dry by itself, but as I have always taught let’s examine what is before it and after to get the true context of the statement.  Let’s read on: Isaiah 59:1 Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: 2 But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear. 3 For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken lies, your tongue hath muttered perverseness. 4 None calleth for justice, nor any pleadeth for truth: they trust in vanity, and speak lies; they conceive mischief, and bring forth iniquity. 5 They hatch cockatrice' eggs, and weave the spider's web: he that eateth of their eggs dieth, and that which is crushed breaketh out into a viper. 6 Their webs shall not become garments, neither shall they cover themselves with their works: their works are works of iniquity, and the act of violence is in their hands. 7 Their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed innocent blood: their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; wasting and destruction are in their paths. 8 The way of peace they know not; and there is no judgment in their goings: they have made them crooked paths: whosoever goeth therein shall not know peace. 9 Therefore is judgment far from us, neither doth justice overtake us: we wait for light, but behold obscurity; for brightness, but we walk in darkness. 10 We grope for the wall like the blind, and we grope as if we had no eyes: we stumble at noonday as in the night; we are in desolate places as dead men. 11 We roar all like bears, and mourn sore like doves: we look for judgment, but there is none; for salvation, but it is far off from us. 
12 For our transgressions are multiplied before thee, and our sins testify against us: for our transgressions are with us; and as for our iniquities, we know them; 13 In transgressing and lying against the LORD, and departing away from our God, speaking oppression and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the heart words of falsehood. 
14 And judgment is turned away backward, and justice standeth afar off: for truth is fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter. 15 Yea, truth faileth; and he that departeth from evil maketh himself a prey: and the LORD saw it, and it displeased him that there was no judgment. 16 And he saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor: therefore his arm brought salvation unto him; and his righteousness, it sustained him.  

As you can see Israel was in a terrible backslidden state, having turned purposely from the commands of God to live in the same manner of the heathens they were supposed to conquer.  This was no mistake or accident it was a complete turn from the commands of God to living a life of disobedience.  A choice had been made and Israel was getting exactly what God said would happen if they did not obey God’s Pure Word.
Please read Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28 to see that God had spoken to Israel if they turned from His commands.

Many people are trapped in the snare of the devil and need to hear the good news of Jesus Christ.  So, we need to understand what that good news is.  Many preachers are supposed to be the voice of Christ bringing the good news, but they are preaching hell and damnation, did Jesus do that?  When He did mention weeping and gnashing of teeth, to whom was He referring to? It was the religious ones.  People in this world are hurting and deceived and our Father in heaven is working to try and get the good news to them. Look at this scripture: 2Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.  There are more scriptures that display God’s character when it comes to the unsaved or as some say “the sinner” observe: Romans 2:4 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 

Job 33:23 If there is with him a messenger, an interpreter, one among a thousand, to show to man what is right for him, 24 then God is gracious to him and says, Deliver him from going down to the pit; I have found a ransom. 25 His flesh will be fresher than a child's. He returns to the days of his youth.26 He prays to God and he is favorable to him, so that he sees his face with joy and he restores to man his righteousness. 
27 He sings before men and says, I have sinned and perverted what was right and it did not profit me. 28 He has redeemed my soul from going into the pit and my life will behold the light. 29 Behold, all these things God works twice, yes three times, with a man, 30 to bring back his soul from the pit, that he may be enlightened with the light of the living. (MLV)

Psalms 130:3 LORD, if you were to record iniquities, Lord, who could remain standing? 
4 But with you there is forgiveness, so that you may be feared. (ISV)

Psalms 103:8 The LORD is compassionate and gracious, patient, and abundantly rich in gracious love. 9 He does not chasten continuously or remain distant for all time. 
10 He neither deals with us according to our sins, nor repays us equivalent to our iniquity. 11 As high as heaven rises above earth, so his gracious love strengthens those who fear him. 12 As distant as the east is from the west, that is how far he has removed our sins from us. 13 As a father has compassion for his children, so the LORD has compassion for those who fear him. 14 For he knows how we were formed, aware that we were made from dust. (ISV)

There is a difference in the heart condition of a person who is deceived and caught in the web of sin living a life contrary to the way of Christ, opposed to the person who knows what is right because of being forgiven, but their heart has become hardened to the idea of serving God and would rather live a life of rebellion following their own will, speaking against all that is of Christ or the person who was once  a servant of the Lord but has turned away form the life of Christ.  These are the ones who unfortunately hardened their ears from hearing the voice of the Lord, did you catch what I said God was speaking but they closed their hearts from receiving from their Father in Heaven.  Here is an example of how God tries to get through to those who are going the wrong way, remember, He does always try to get through:
Jeremiah 2:1 This message from the LORD came to me: 2 "Go and announce to Jerusalem: 'This is what the LORD says: "I remember the loyal devotion of your youth, your love as a bride. You followed me in the desert, in a land that was not planted. 
3 Israel was consecrated to the LORD, she was the first fruits of his produce. All who devoured her became guilty and disaster came on them," declares the LORD.'" 
4 Listen to this message from the LORD, you descendants of Jacob and all the families of the descendants of Israel. 5 This is what the LORD says: "What did your ancestors find wrong with me that they left me, and pursued worthless things, and so they became worthless? 6 "They didn't ask, 'Where is the LORD who brought us up from the land of Egypt, who led us through the wilderness, through the land of desert and pits, through the land of dryness and deep darkness, a land that people don't pass through, and where no one lives?' 7 "I brought you into the fruitful land to eat its fruit and its good things. But you came in, defiled my land, and made my inheritance into an abomination. 8 "The priests didn't say, 'Where is the LORD?' and those handling the Law didn't know me. The rulers transgressed against me, the prophets prophesied by Baal, and they followed that which does not profit. 

The doctrine of forgiveness displays the wonderful quality and character of a loving Father as we read in Psalms 103.  

I would like to draw your attention to a tremendous event that took in he book of Acts.  In chapter 6 we see the entrance of a disciple named Stephen, he was a man filled with the Holy Ghost and power, and he was one of seven chosen to do the work of the ministry.  We see that he was mightily used by the Lord in signs and miracles.   

Because he was having such an effect on the community with his ministry, the Jews became very frustrated and tried to debate with him but as we read in the following verses; Acts 6:9 Then there arose certain of the synagogue, which is called the synagogue of the Libertines, and Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing with Stephen. 10 And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake.  So, they got men to lie that they heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and against God and they stirred up the people against Stephen, please read verses 11-15.  In chapter 7 we see that Stephen was brought the high priests and questioned and Stephen took the opportunity to preach to them.  At the end of his message he called them betrayers and murderers.  So, they took Stephen to stone him, and as they took him out we read this: Acts 7:58 And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man's feet, whose name was Saul.   as he was being stoned we read: Acts 7:60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep.  

Stephen forgave them, but the story does not end there, in the next chapter (8) it begins with this: Acts 8:1 And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles. 
2 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him. 
3 As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and women committed them to prison.  

It is in Acts chapter 9 that we read of Saul’s conversion while in the road to Damascus.  I whole-heartedly believe that it was the actions of Stephen that allowed the Holy Spirit to prepare Saul for his conversion.  Because Stephen did not hold his murder to the peoples account, God had an opening to call Saul who we know later became the great apostle Paul. I find it amazing that if we follow the Pure Word of God in every way, God’s wisdom will manifest, and we will see so many great things, but we must be submitted to God’s living Word in every way especially in the area of forgiveness.  


God’s eternal perspective

Isaiah 43:21 This people have I formed for myself; they shall shew forth my praise. 
22 But thou hast not called upon me, O Jacob; but thou hast been weary of me, O Israel. 23 Thou hast not brought me the small cattle of thy burnt offerings; neither hast thou honoured me with thy sacrifices. I have not caused thee to serve with an offering, nor wearied thee with incense. 24 Thou hast bought me no sweet cane with money, neither hast thou filled me with the fat of thy sacrifices: but thou hast made me to serve with thy sins, thou hast wearied me with thine iniquities. 25 I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins. 26 Put me in remembrance: let us plead together: declare thou, that thou mayest be justified. 

Isaiah 44:21 Remember these, O Jacob and Israel; for thou art my servant: I have formed thee; thou art my servant: O Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of me. 22 I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I have redeemed thee. 

We know that from the beginning of time in the garden of Eden, God had determined that Jesus would come to be the final sacrifice to obtain forgiveness and pardon for the sins of the world; Revelation 13:8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. The ceremony of sacrifice instituted during the time of Moses as a looking forward to what the Lord’s Christ accomplish; Exodus 12:21 Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said unto them, Draw out and take you a lamb according to your families, and kill the passover. 22 And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in the bason, and strike the lintel and the two side posts with the blood that is in the bason; and none of you shall go out at the door of his house until the morning. 23 
For the LORD will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you. 24 And ye shall observe this thing for an ordinance to thee and to thy sons for ever.   

God was always looking at mankind with the perspective of forgiveness and pardon as the opening scriptures portray, and God through the ages has never forgotten His plan.

Even when dealing with the children of Israel, God did not deter from the consequences of disobedience He had spoken to them but was always mindful of His perspective or promise of pardon.  Understand this, “God’s prophecy is His promise”.

Think about this, pardon was the very first promise given to this world, this has always been God’s heartbeat from the beginning, this perspective had been repeated throughout the history of the children of Israel by the prophets of God, as we shall see in the following passages of scripture.  But to the obstinate rebellious God makes no room in His presence, even still God in His love still reaches out by His dealing with them according to His prophetic promises in hopes of a change of heart and mind, please read the book of Nehemiah chapter 8 and 9. 

Look at the following passages of scripture:  Jeremiah 26:20  And there was also a man that prophesied in the name of the LORD, Urijah the son of Shemaiah of Kirjathjearim, who prophesied against this city and against this land according to all the words of Jeremiah: 21 And when Jehoiakim the king, with all his mighty men, and all the princes, heard his words, the king sought to put him to death: but when Urijah heard it, he was afraid, and fled, and went into Egypt; 22 And Jehoiakim the king sent men into Egypt, namely, Elnathan the son of Achbor, and certain men with him into Egypt. 23 And they fetched forth Urijah out of Egypt, and brought him unto Jehoiakim the king; who slew him with the sword, and cast his dead body into the graves of the common people. 24 Nevertheless the hand of Ahikam the son of Shaphan was with Jeremiah, that they should not give him into the hand of the people to put him to death.  

2Chronicles 24:19 Yet he sent prophets to them, to bring them again unto the LORD; and they testified against them: but they would not give ear. 20 And the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, which stood above the people, and said unto them, Thus saith God, Why transgress ye the commandments of the LORD, that ye cannot prosper? because ye have forsaken the LORD, he hath also forsaken you. 21 And they conspired against him, and stoned him with stones at the commandment of the king in the court of the house of the LORD.  

2Chronicles 36:11 Zedekiah was 21 years old when he became king, and he reigned for eleven years in Jerusalem. 12 He practiced what the LORD his God considered to be evil and never humbled himself before Jeremiah the prophet who spoke for the LORD. 13 Zedekiah rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him swear allegiance in the name of God. Instead, he stiffened his resolve, and hardened his heart, and would not return to the LORD God of Israel. 14 Meanwhile, all the officials who supervised the priests and the people remained unfaithful, following the detestable example of the surrounding nations. They polluted the LORD's Temple that he had consecrated in Jerusalem. 15 The LORD God of their ancestors pleaded with them time and again through his messengers, because he had compassion on his people and on the place of his residence, 16 but they mocked God's messengers, despised his words, and scoffed at his prophets, until there was no remedy for the wrath of the LORD that arose to punish his people.  (ISV)

We cannot allow the traditions of man to determine the doctrines we follow. God’s Pure Word is plain if we take the time to properly study the characteristics of God displayed in His word
Through proper study of this great book we will come to see that God is:
-  Patient
- Longsuffering
- Hopeful
- Loving
- Kind
-True
- Righteous
- Just
- Faithful
- Unchanging
- Compassionate 

In exodus chapter 34 we see that God spoke His character to Moses as He was revealing Himself look at what Jehovah God says: Exodus 34:6 And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, 7 Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the fourth generation.  

In the mind of our loving Father in heaven each one of us has been forgiven since the beginning of time.  Remember Jesus is the beginning and the end of all things and already has been in your future.  But yet He hopes for all to come because He died for all; 2Peter 3:8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 

Let us understand God’s perspective concerning mankind, look at these scriptures: Psalms 103:2 Bless the LORD, My soul, and never forget any of his benefits: 3 He continues to forgive all your sins, he continues to heal all your diseases, 4 he continues to redeem your life from the Pit, and he continually surrounds you with gracious love and compassion. 5 He keeps satisfying you with good things, and he keeps renewing your youth like the eagle's. 6 The LORD continually does what is right, executing justice for all who are being oppressed. 7 He revealed his plans to Moses and his deeds to the people of Israel. 8 The LORD is compassionate and gracious, patient, and abundantly rich in gracious love. 9 He does not chasten continuously or remain distant for all time. 10 He neither deals with us according to our sins, nor repays us equivalent to our iniquity. 11 As high as heaven rises above earth, so his gracious love strengthens those who fear him. 12 As distant as the east is from the west, that is how far he has removed our sins from us. 13 As a father has compassion for his children, so the LORD has compassion for those who fear him. 14 For he knows how we were formed, aware that we were made from dust. 

Ezekiel 33:10 Therefore, O thou son of man, speak unto the house of Israel; Thus ye speak, saying, If our transgressions and our sins be upon us, and we pine away in them, how should we then live? 11 Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel? 

Ezekiel 18:21 But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not die. 22 All his transgressions that he hath committed, they shall not be mentioned unto him: in his righteousness that he hath done he shall live. 23 Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? saith the Lord GOD: and not that he should return from his ways, and live?
Ezekiel 18:28 Because he considereth, and turneth away from all his transgressions that he hath committed, he shall surely live, he shall not die. 29 Yet saith the house of Israel, The way of the Lord is not equal. O house of Israel, are not my ways equal? are not your ways unequal? 30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, saith the Lord GOD. Repent, and turn yourselves from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin. 31 Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; and make you a new heart and a new spirit: for why will ye die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye. 

Lamentations 3:31 For the Lord will not cast off for ever: 32 But though he cause grief, yet will he have compassion according to the multitude of his mercies. 33 For he doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men. 

1Timothy 2:1 I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 2 For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. 3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; 6 Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.

As God’s representatives it is very essential that we have in us the that same perspective of compassion and reconciliation, that was Jesus’ perspective as we have seen in the scriptures 

In conclusion always remember, God’s forgiveness is unending; Psalms 130:1 A Song of degrees. Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O LORD.  2 Lord, hear my voice: let thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications. 3 If thou, LORD, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? 4 But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared. 5 I wait for the LORD, my soul doth wait, and in his word do I hope. 6 My soul waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch for the morning: I say, more than they that watch for the morning. 7 Let Israel hope in the LORD: for with the LORD there is mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption. 8 And he shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities. 

God Bless you!
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