God’s Perspective on Forgiveness

One of the greatest obstacles in the life of a Christian is the way they understand how God sees them after they have made a mistake.  Many hold on to condemnation in their minds because of the shame they feel, many will hide themselves from fellowship with other believers and even distance themselves from church because they feel they are being judged by others.

All of these if you noticed are feelings and not reality. There are many things in the body of Christ that are being taught wrong and causing harm to the souls of believers.   Many new Christians have fallen back into their former life because of the feeling of great failure that has befallen them.  This is a great tragedy because Jesus Christ shed His pure blood for these precious ones who never got the chance to find the peace in knowing how their Father in Heaven sees them. 

I have heard it told that when you make a mistake, you have to live with the consequences.   In this teaching I would like to bring forth God’s perspective on the issue of mistakes, and how we can have peace even when we make mistakes.  

We need to establish a standard by which we judge all things, man unfortunately has raised his wisdom and logic to be a standard by which the Church of Jesus Christ operates, but this is far from the reality of God’s purposes, because God has given to us His Pure Word to be a standard by which we can guide our lives.  God Himself had set this standard as we see in the following verses of scripture: Psalms 138:2 (MLV) I will worship toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name because your loving kindness and for your truth. Because you have magnified your word above all your name.   

Hebrews 6:16 (MLV) For people swear by someone greater than themselves, and an oath given as confirmation puts an end to all argument. 17 In the same way, when God wanted to make the unchangeable character of his purpose perfectly clear to the heirs of his promise, he guaranteed it with an oath, 18 so that by these two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to prove false, we who have taken refuge in him might be encouraged to seize the hope set before us. 

So here we have the standard established, God’s Pure Word.  Not man’s logic or wisdom, for God said Himself that His ways and thoughts are higher than the thoughts of man: Isaiah 55:8 (ISV)For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways," declares the LORD. 9 "For just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.  
 
We must hold to the scriptures as our final standard if we desire truth, and our Father in heaven has given to us His truth through His Pure Word. 

First, when dealing with the issue of mistakes, we need to clarify the heart condition of the believer, yes there are those who are looking to see how close to the edge they can live and still be a Christian, and there are those who are sincere and want to draw close to God.  But our Father in Heaven has a way to bring about a separation between these two types of believers, it’s called the Word of God: Hebrews 4:12 (LITV)For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.  So, we will leave that in God’s hands.
God loves to bring change

We must understand that God loves us so much, and His desire for each one that comes to them is that they don’t remain the same.  In the book of Isaiah, we see that the children of Israel had fallen into a state of great sin.  God was continually calling for them to come back to Him.  To see this read Isaiah chapter 1.  But we will concentrate on God’s perspective of reconciliation.  Isaiah 1:16 Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; 17 Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow. 18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: 20 But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.  

Do you see God’s heart here? He desires to bring them to a better place. That desire is what God has for us all.  Let us continue.  Our very best only falls short of God’s expectations as it says in Isaiah chapter 64: Isaiah 64:6 But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.  Because of the state of fallen man, and man’s inability to be righteous, God’s plan was to intervene and make a way for man to come into the grace of God. 

Remember we know that all have sinned and came short of God’s glory, observe the following passages of scripture: 1Corinthians 6:9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 

Ephesians 2:1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. 
8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

So, God takes us as we are and cleanses us, frees us from the past, and sets us on a course of peace, joy and freedom through change.  Let us examine the Pure Word of God to get His perspective.  First, we know that we have been made new as we see in; 2Corinthians 5:17 (ISV) Therefore, if anyone is in the Messiah, he is a new creation. Old things have disappeared, and—look!—all things have become new! 18 All of this comes from God, who has reconciled us to himself through the Messiah and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 for through the Messiah, God was reconciling the world to himself by not counting their sins against them. He has committed his message of reconciliation to us.  
If you notice in verse 19 it says that God was not counting their sins against them.  We see this also in Romans chapter 3; Romans 3:21(MLV) But now the righteousness of God has been manifested separate from the law, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; 22 even the righteousness of God through faith of Jesus Christ toward all and upon all those who believe; for* there is no distinction; 23 for* all have sinned and come-short of the glory of God. 24 All those who believe, being made righteous freely by his grace, through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God purposed as an atonement through the faith in his blood in an example of his righteousness, because of the passing over of the sins, having been done beforehand,   

Romans 5:8 (MLV) But God is establishing his own love* toward us, in that when* we were still sinners, Christ died on our behalf.

God had already decided that He was not going to hold men’s sins against them, and God desired to make all men righteous through Jesus Christ as we have seen in verse 25 above. 

Here we will go deeper into the mind of our Father in Heaven when it comes to our shortcomings.  First here is how our Father in Heaven deals with our failures:  
Psalms 103:10 He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. 
11 For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him. 
12 As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us. 
13 Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him. 14 For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust. 

If we look at this passage of scripture in reverse order, in verse 13-14, we see that God has pity on us because He understands that we are not divine but merely dust, subject to earthly weaknesses.

In verse 12, we see how God deals with our transgressions or our sins.  He separates them from us infinitely.  Here is another scripture about this: Micah 7:19 He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.  

Isaiah 43:25 I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.   

In verse 11, we see His great mercy, so high above the earth means it is on another level that is beyond our understanding yet real.  Here is another passage to examine: 
Ephesians 3:16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; 17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. 20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, 21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.  

In Psalms 103 verse 10, we see that our Father in Heaven does not deal with us according to our sins, but as we have just seen by the other verses of scripture, God deals with us in mercy. 
Here is another verse of scripture to examine: Romans 4:6 (ISV) Likewise, David also speaks of the blessedness of the person whom God regards as righteous apart from actions: 7 "How blessed are those whose iniquities are forgiven and whose sins are covered! 8 How blessed is the person whose sins the Lord will never charge against him!" 

I hope that you have caught the understanding that your Father in Heaven does not judge you by what you have done.  He sees us in a special way.  Here is a great scripture to show God’s heart.  John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 

How does God see us?

In this section we shall see what the scriptures say about the way God views His people.  We must be clear, that in this teaching we are addressing the facts pertaining to those who have accepted the call of the Holy Spirit to come to Christ and have opened their heart to their Father in Heaven.  There are always going to be the rebellious ones who do not open their hearts to God, unfortunately that is their great loss.  Please understand this, faith in God’s Pure word is of upmost importance, because as we see in the scriptures, we cannot please God without faith.  Hebrews 11:6 (LITV) But without faith it is impossible to please God. For it is right that the one drawing near to God should believe that He is, and that He becomes a rewarder to the ones seeking Him out.   

Righteous

At this point I would like to draw your attention to understand God’s perspective concerning righteousness.  Our Father in Heaven is a righteous God and all of His judgements are righteous as we see in the following scriptures.  Deuteronomy 32:4 He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he. 

Psalms 119:137 TZADDI. Righteous art thou, O LORD, and upright are thy judgments. 
138 Thy testimonies that thou hast commanded are righteous and very faithful. 

Psalms 145:17 The LORD is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works. 18 The LORD is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call upon him in truth. 

If God’s perspective is always righteous, then, it is only reasonable that God’s perspective concerning us is also righteous, because God is a righteous God.  Let us examine the word 
“Righteous”.  From the Strong’s Concordance we see the following: 

First the Hebrew definitions.

H3477 - yâshâr, yaw-shawr', From H3474; straight (literally or figuratively): - convenient, equity, Jasher, just, meet (-est), + pleased well right (-eous), straight, (most) upright (-ly, -ness).

H6663 - tsâdaq, tsaw-dak', A primitive root; to be (causatively make) right (in a moral or forensic sense): - cleanse, clear self, (be, do) just (-ice, -ify, -ify self), (be, turn to) righteous (-ness).

H6662 - tsaddı̂yq, tsad-deek', From H6663; just: - just, lawful, righteous (man).

H6664 – tsedeq, tseh'-dek, From H6663; the right (natural, moral or legal); also (abstractly) equity or (figuratively) prosperity: - X even, (X that which is altogether) just (-ice), ([un-]) right (-eous) (cause, -ly, -ness).

Here are the Greek definitions:

G1342 - dikaios, dik'-ah-yos, From G1349; equitable (in character or act); by implication innocent, holy (absolutely or relatively): - just, meet, right (-eous).

G1344 - dikaioō, dik-ah-yo'-o, From G1342; to render (that is, show or regard as) just or innocent: - free, justify (-ier), be righteous.

Next, we shall look at the definition as found in the Webster’s dictionary; Righteous
1: acting in accord with divine or moral law: free from guilt or sin
2: a: morally right or justifiable / a righteous decision 

As we see from the definitions, the word righteous comes from the root word “Right” which gives us the understanding that, in God’s eyes we have “Right Standing”.  Next, we see from the scriptures below, that true righteousness comes from God and granted to the believer in Jesus Christ by His Grace.  

Romans 3:21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; 22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: 

1Corinthians 1:30 It is because of God that you are in union with the Messiah Jesus, who for us has become wisdom from God, as well as our righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written, "The person who boasts must boast in the Lord." 

That is why the scriptures tell us to put on as a cloak the “New Man”: Ephesians 4:21 If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 

Job 29:14 I put on righteousness, and it clothed me: my judgment was as a robe and a diadem. 

Galatians 3:26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

Colossians 3:8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. 9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: 11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. 12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; 

As you are reborn in Jesus Christ, God sees that the blood of Christ has cleansed you from your past and your past sins, our loving Father in Heaven does not leave you there naked, but He takes His cloak of righteousness or right standing and covers you with it.  Remember, this is how God views righteousness.  This is how your Father in Heaven see’s you!! 

Just

The next attribute that we will examine is the word “Just”.  God is a just God and works in a just manner always. We’ll begin by examining the scriptures about God being a Just God:

Psalms 89:14 Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne: mercy and truth shall go before thy face. 

Jeremiah 23:5 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. 6 In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

John 5:30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.

Romans 3:24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. 

We have seen in these scriptures that God and Jesus Christ are Just in every way.  I found it interesting that the word describing God as “Just” is the same word used to define “Righteous”; 

G1342 – dikaios, dik'-ah-yos, From G1349; equitable (in character or act); by implication innocent, holy (absolutely or relatively): - just, meet, right (-eous).   

God will always do the right thing no matter the situation.  It is the consistency of God always doing the right thing that gives us confidence in His Pure Word and in His character.  This we can always be sure of; our Father in Heaven will always be the same.

As newborn children, it is important that you understand God’s perspective concerning you, when it comes to Justification or being justified.  

Romans 4:19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb: 
20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; 21 And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. 22 And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. 23 Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; 24 But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; 25 Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification. 24Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 25 Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification. 

Acts 13:37 But he, whom God raised again, saw no corruption. 38 Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: 39 And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses. 

This word “Justification” is defined by 2 Strong’s Concordance words the first word is;

G1347 - dikaiōsis, dik-ah'-yo-sis; From G1344; acquittal (for Christ’s sake): - justification.

G1344 - dikaioō, dik-ah-yo'-o; From G1342; to render (that is, show or regard as) just or innocent: - free, justify (-ier), be righteous.

We see that the root word for both Justify and Justification is the word “Just” let us examine the definition as shown in the Webster’s Dictionary; 

just adjective
1 a: having a basis in or conforming to fact or reason: REASONABLE
had just reason to believe he was in danger
   b: conforming to a standard of correctness: PROPER
just proportions
   c archaic: faithful to an original
2 a: acting or being in conformity with what is morally upright or good  

What a blessing, to know that when your Father in Heaven looks at you, He see’s someone justified, which means, you stand before God as if you have not done anything wrong.  You are cleared, acquitted of any wrongdoing.  This is great news, but you must always understand that it was because of the shed blood of Jesus Christ, not because of anything you have done.   
This is how your Father in Heaven see’s you.  What a wonderful perspective God has.


Sanctification


The next perspective that we are going to discuss is “Sanctification” or being “Sanctified”.  The following are some scriptures that speak of God being sanctified and as being the sanctifier.

Isaiah 5:16 But the LORD of hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and God that is holy shall be sanctified in righteousness. 

Exodus 31:13 Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, saying, Verily my sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between me and you throughout your generations; that ye may know that I am the LORD that doth sanctify you. 

Leviticus 20:8 And ye shall keep my statutes, and do them: I am the LORD which sanctify you. 
Sanctified as defined in the Old Testament

H6942 - qâdash, kaw-dash', A primitive root; to be (causatively make, pronounce or observe as) clean (ceremonially or morally): - appoint, bid, consecrate, dedicate, defile, hallow, (be, keep) holy (-er, place), keep, prepare, proclaim, purify, sanctify (-ied one, self), X wholly.

The understanding of sanctification comes as we see how God called the Hebrew children, and how He set them apart for a specific purpose as we seen in the definition above. 
Now if we know anything about the children of Israel, they were not a cooperative people, still God seen them as Holy and sanctified.  It is important that we maintain in our understanding that this is God’s perspective, not man’s.  Remember God’s ways are always higher than the ways of man, and His thoughts are always higher than the thoughts of man.   
Now we shall look at the subject of Sanctification in the New Testament.  Here are some scriptures to look at that use the word “Sanctify”:  You may wonder why we are not looking at Old Testament scriptures?  The reason is because when it comes to sanctification.  The working of the Holy Spirit was not active in the lives of the people of the Old Testament. The way he deals with us today is different than the way He dealt with those back then, because of the Holy Spirit being active in us. 

John 17:15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.  

1Thessalonians 5:23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it. 

2Timothy 2:20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. 21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work. 

G37 - hagiazō, hag-ee-ad'-zo, From G40; to make holy, that is, (ceremonially) purify or consecrate; (mentally) to venerate: - hallow, be holy, sanctify.

The meaning of “Sanctify is being set apart for a specific purpose, for instance if you have found a old tea pot at a sale, and you see the potential of it being a beautiful part of your tea set, you would purchase it and then go through the process of cleaning and polishing to bring it to the potential you had envisioned.   That is what our loving heavenly Father does with us, He sees you completed, remember God has already seen your future and knows what plans He has for you as it says in Jeremiah 29:11  For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.   Think about this, before you were born, God knew you and knew what you were destined to do.  We see this in the Epistle of Ephesians chapter 1: Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 

Now as the teapot wasn’t immediately ready to be used because of its rough condition, it needed to go through the process of cleaning and polishing before it was ready.  You in the same token, need to go through the process of cleansing and dealing with rough edges in order to fulfill your destiny.  This process is called “Sanctification”.  I say this because I previously said that your Father in Heaven sees you with a certain perspective, (everything that we have previously discussed) and it is because of this perspective, He deals with us with love and patience.  That is good news!  Amen.  

Let us look at more scriptures and then we shall put this all together and see what this teaching is all about.   

Sanctification
1Corinthians 1:30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: 

1Thessalonians 4:4 That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour; 

1Peter 1:2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied. 

G38 – hagiasmos, hag-ee-as-mos', From G37; properly purification, that is, (the state) purity; concretely (by Hebraism) a purifier: - holiness, sanctification.

If you notice in the definition, you see the word “purification”, that means the state of being purified or the process of being purified.  You see, before any of us came to Christ we were lost in sin, being addicted to certain behaviors, and it was because of those behaviors we were alienated from God, as it says clearly in Colossians 1:21 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled 22 In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight: 23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;  


A new beginning

Now here is where all of this is leading to, I wanted to establish a solid foundation for you to understand God’s perspective on how He sees you.  

When you turned your life over to Jesus Christ, you were born-again or made new, but that was in the spiritual part of you.  The scriptures say that we were dead in sins: Ephesians 2:1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; Now we were not really dead physically, this was a spiritual death, and through believing in Jesus’ death and resurrection we were brought to life spiritually.  Do you understand that?  That is what it means in 2 Corinthians chapter 5 when it talks about being a new creature or creation:  2 Corinthians 5:16-18 (VOICE) 16 Because of all that God has done, we now have a new perspective. We used to show regard for people based on worldly standards and interests. No longer. We used to think of the Anointed the same way. No longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is united with the Anointed One, that person is a new creation. The old life is gone—and see—a new life has begun! 18 All of this is a gift from our Creator God, who has pursued us and brought us into a restored and healthy relationship with Him through the Anointed. And He has given us the same mission, the ministry of reconciliation, to bring others back to Him.
 
Now comes the process of renewal, this is putting on the New man: 
Ephesians 4:24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.

Colossians 3:10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:

This process takes place in two areas, 
Area 1 = the Mind 
The mind is the area that carries information from your past life.  In your memory are; fears, hurts, disappointments and resentment.  These must be renewed to be aligned with the born- again person you have become through Christ.  This renewal comes through the Pure Word of God.  The scriptures are God’s wisdom and perspective for our lives, here are some scriptures;
Romans 12:2 (VOICE) 2 Do not allow this world to mold you in its own image. Instead, be transformed from the inside out by renewing your mind. As a result, you will be able to discern what God wills and whatever God finds good, pleasing, and complete.    

Ephesians 4:22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 

Colossians 3:10 (ESV) and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 

It is in this area that the devil tries to cause confusion by flooding you with negative or condemning thoughts, but if you renew your mind with the truth of God’s Pure Word, you will be able to maintain a balanced walk in truth and peace.  That is why it is so very important that you know how your Father in Heaven thinks about you.  

Area 2) = the Body
This is where habits have been harbored, for instance there are things that are habit forming to the body like sexual addictions, or alcohol addictions and so on.  These can have a way of controlling the body and also one’s life.  That is why the scriptures tell us to arrest these impulses and bring them under control.  Let’s examine some scriptures:

Colossians 3:5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: 6 For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: 

Romans 8:12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.  13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. 

1Corinthians 9:27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. 

Galatians 5:24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.  

The idea of mortifying or putting to death is to not allow those things to live in you.  You are to put these off from you which means that you need to make a decision to do this. 
 I like what it says in Romans 8:13: if we through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the flesh.  Saying that the Holy Spirit will help us to accomplish this if we make the decision to not let those things live in us.  That is good news!  

God’s perspective on Forgiveness

Because we all are under construction, every day we are growing and learning in this new walk in Christ.  What happens if we make a mistake? These are things that we must examine by close examination of the Pure Word of God.  Here we will not cater to the emotions of man’s wisdom, but we will adhere to Pure scripture. 

What happens if we sin? 1John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

1 John 2:1(GNT) I am writing this to you, my children, so that you will not sin; but if anyone does sin, we have someone who pleads with the Father on our behalf—Jesus Christ, the righteous one. 2 And Christ himself is the means by which our sins are forgiven, and not our sins only, but also the sins of everyone. 

Remember, God knows that sometimes we will be weak, this is not an excuse but a fact.  Therefore, God in His love and wisdom, has established the process of confession and forgiveness to keep us on track as seen in these scriptures.  There will be those who faulter and the scriptures say this: Galatians 6:1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 2 Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.  


Final Summary

Let us at this time put all of these things together, first we learned that God desires to take us where we are and cleanse us if we are willing to come to Him. (Isaiah 1:16)  

We learned about how God sees us as His children and how He has pity on us because He understands that we are but dust. (Psalms 103)

We also learned that when God forgives us, He will not remember those sins and they will never be brought up again. (Isaiah 43:25) 

We learned that through what Jesus Christ did for us, if we receive Him, we are born-again and made new. (2Corinthians 5:17) 

We learned that through Jesus Christ, God has made us to be Righteous, Justified and Sanctified. 

We learned that we have been given a new beginning through the New birth and with that newness comes new thoughts and behaviors.

We learned that the two areas that we need to control are the Mind, here we renew our thoughts and information that comes into our mind.  And the Body, here we are to arrest the deeds and not let them live. And the holy Spirit will help us. (Romans 12:2, Romans 8:12-13)
We learned that if we make mistakes, our Father in Heaven has provided forgiveness to keep us cleansed from unrighteousness. (1John 1:9) 

When you were forgiven and brought into newness of life through Jesus Christ God gave to you an identity: John 1:12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:

2Corinthians 6:17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.  

1John 3:1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 

Romans 8:14 (MLV) For* as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 
15 For* you° did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you° received the spirit of sonship, in which we cry, Abba, Father. 16 The Spirit himself is testifying together with our spirit, that we are children of God; 17 and if children, then heirs; indeed, heirs of God and joint heirs of Christ; if indeed* we are suffering together with him, in order that we might also be glorified together with him.

Galatians 4:6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 7 Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. 

Do you see a picture here? You are a Son/Daughter of God.  Even an heir of Jesus Christ which makes you family.  That is how your Father in Heaven sees you. That will never change because of what Jesus Christ had brought about by His shed blood, death and resurrection.  That is something that God took very seriously, sending His own Son to the world to shed His blood and die, and through the resurrection, even death itself was overcome, this gives us a promise of eternal life with Him as well.  

God did not just leave it there, please observe the following scriptures: 1Peter 2:9  But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. 

Revelation 1:5 And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

Please take time to let these verses sink deep into your spirits, one of the greatest tragedies in Christianity is that Christians are not mindful of these facts, and thus they see themselves as something opposite of the viewpoint of God.  Remember this verse; 1Corinthians 6:11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. Our Father in Heaven has put a lot of effort into sharing His perspectives with us in a consistent manner.  All through the history of man, God has been speaking, how many have been listening?   

You are a son/ daughter of the Most-High God, that is how God sees you and that is how He will always see you, regardless of what mistakes you make.  But know this, your Father in Heaven is always looking to bring you to a higher place in Him.   

Here is what this teaching is all about.  How does your Father in Heaven see you in light of a mistake? First of all, you must understand that your Father in heaven has already seen your future and knows what you will face in your lifetime as we see here in Jeremiah 29:11  For I know the plans that I have for you,' declares the LORD, 'plans for well-being, and not for calamity, in order to give you a future and a hope.   If you believe that God’s Pure Word is true, then you can humbly accept these perspectives as being the way your Father in heaven sees you: 1John 3:1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. 

Because God has seen yours, and my future, and knows that we are weak humans as He told us in Psalms 103:13 Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him. 14 For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust.  Our loving Father has forgiven us as we see in Psalms 103:11 For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him. 12 As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.  Even today we can still have the confidence of forgiveness as we read in 1John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   

Here is another scripture: 1John 2:1 My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 2 And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.  The apostle John here is sharing his heart for us as Christians that we do not practice a lifestyle of sinfulness, but if we do stumble and sin, Jesus blood is still there speaking in our defence that we are forgiven, and because of Jesus being a substitute for our punishment through His suffering, God still sees us as forgiven and therefore we are seen in proper relationship.  So, we can know that God’s mind or thoughts towards us will not change, He still sees us as a righteous son/daughter.   

Many believe that when we sin, we still have to bear the consequences of that mistake.  I must agree if we are dealing with human to human relationships, but it is here that I must look at the scriptures to get God’s perspective on this, remember God makes it a point to inform us that His ways are much higher than our ways and His thoughts are much higher than our thoughts: 
Psalms 103:10 He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. 11 For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him. 

Isaiah 55:8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

Romans 11:32 For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all. 33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 

God cannot be understood according to human logic or wisdom, man is temporal, God is eternal, man has limited knowledge, God is omniscient (all knowing): Isaiah 46:9 Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me, 10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure: 

So, God’s dealings with man will always be on a higher level that what man can consider or understand.  Man thinks with the mindset of merit and consequence, whereas God thinks from the perspective of atonement and mercy and reconciliation, as we see in the following scriptures: 2 Peter 3:9 (Voice) 9 Now the Lord is not slow about enacting His promise—slow is how some people want to characterize it—no, He is not slow but patient and merciful to you, not wanting anyone to be destroyed, but wanting everyone to turn away from following his own path and to turn toward God’s.[a] 

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 

If your Father in Heaven sees you as forgiven, then you are forgiven, and you are in right standing with Him through Jesus Christ.  So then how does He see you in the light of your mistake? Or if somehow you are defrauded and preyed upon, the scriptures tell us that all things work for the good to them who are called according to His purpose: Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.  

Genesis 50:20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive. 

These are powerful scriptures for us to understand, it says that if you love God, all things work out for good.  It tells us that when God makes a promise, He will keep it.  For us it tells us that if we fall into sin, He still has His plans that are at work in us.  God sees the solution to the issue, He doesn’t focus on the problem, because of His awesome perspective through His Pure Word.  Your Father in Heaven never stops seeing you as a son or daughter, He never stops seeing the process of you fulfilling your destiny, and regardless of what may come our way, He is always at work bringing forth His will in our lives.  Do not believe for one minute that God is caught off guard when things happen in our lives that are not in line with His will.  God in His wisdom will use those things to bring about a purging in our lives, and to bring about the beauty of Christ.  If we understand that God is for us at all times and not against us, it will help us to stay at peace in our hearts.  Look at what the apostle Paul says as a confession: Romans 8:31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? 33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 If we sin, do we get off without any consequences? In God’s eyes, yes there are consequences, first there is conviction in our inner man of the wrong we have done, but remember, if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive our sins. 1John 1:9,  We then must be mindful of the scriptures that tell us that there is no condemnation to those who are in Christ:  Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.  

As a loving Father, God will correct us and teach us, to help keep us from falling into the same trap we fell into that caused us to sin: Psalms 94:12 Blessed is the man whom thou chastenest, O LORD, and teachest him out of thy law; 

Proverbs 3:11 (MLV) My son, do not despise the chastening of Jehovah, nor be weary of his reproof. 12 Because whom Jehovah loves he reproves and he whips every son whom he receives.  

Hebrews 12:5 (LITV)And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: 6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? 8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. 9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? 10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. 11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. 

God does not desire to harm us, but to help us to succeed and fulfill our destiny.  If you do sin, your Father in Heaven is not going to make you feel bad or outcast, but loved and secure.  The main thing is to remain humble and always come to Him as we see in James 4:6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.  

1Peter 5:5 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. 

If we are aware of these things at all times, then we can have confidence that we are in right standing with our Father in Heaven.  Look at these scriptures: 1John 3:18 (ISV) Little children, we must stop expressing love merely by our words and manner of speech; we must love also in action and in truth. 19 This is how we will know that we belong to the truth and how we will be able to keep ourselves strong in his presence. 20 If our hearts condemn us, God is greater than our hearts and knows everything. 21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence in the presence of God. 22 Whatever we request we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do what pleases him. 23 And this is his commandment: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus the Messiah, and to love one another as he commanded us. 24 The person who keeps his commandments abides in God, and God abides in him. This is how we can be sure that he remains in us: he has given us his Spirit. 

Psalms 103:17 But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him, and his righteousness unto children's children; 18 To such as keep his covenant, and to those that remember his commandments to do them. 

Remember, Jesus is our advocate as we have seen in 1John 2:1 and in Hebrews chapter 4 we see that Jesus Christ is also our great high priest who makes intercession for us: 
Hebrews 4:14 (ISV) Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone to heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us live our lives consistent with our confession of faith. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses. Instead, we have one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet he never sinned. 
16 So let us keep on coming boldly to the throne of grace, so that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 

You see, your Father in Heaven desires for you to be confident at all times about where you stand in your relationship with Him.  He has taken a lot of effort for all of us to see and understand His perspective, even when we make mistakes and sin.  God does not want you to bear shame, even in the garden of Eden, after Adam and Eve had disobeyed God’s direction concerning the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, when they had seen that they were naked God did not leave them in that naked condition but made coverings for them made of animal skins: Genesis 3:21 Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them.  We see here God’s true nature, that is to cover shame.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I trust that through this teaching you have learned how your Father in Heaven sees you even in times of your missing the mark.  God will always be faithful to you as you look to Him at all times and know how He feels about you as a son or a daughter. 

Isaiah 57:15 For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. 

Isaiah 66:1 Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: where is the house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my rest? 2 For all those things hath mine hand made, and all those things have been, saith the LORD: but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word. 




God Bless you!
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