


Spiritual Authority
                                                               Spiritual Servant hood  

Spiritual authority has long been misunderstood or misinterpreted as meaning something that it is not. Most of the time when the words spiritual authority is mentioned we automatically think of the realm of the supernatural dealing with the kingdom of darkness having authority over the devil and demons of darkness and for some people it consumes a lot of time and energy both physical and spiritual. But to be truthful if you are continually dealing with the kingdom of darkness when do you have time learn about how to function in the Eternal Kingdom of Jehovah God?  As leaders we must understand the concepts of the Kingdom of God and how we are to function in them. 

Jesus came forth from the Kingdom of God and thus represented the Kingdom of God and gave us instructions or principles that can transform us from temporal finite beings into supernatural eternal children of the Most High God. Jesus gives us insight into the guiding principles of His Kingdom; Luke 22:25 and he said unto them, The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and they that exercise authority upon them are called benefactors. 26 But ye shall not be so: but he that is greatest among you let him be as the younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth serve. 27 For whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth? is not he that sitteth at meat? but I am among you as he that serveth.

Spiritual Authority, as we will see as Jesus outlined in His teachings is spiritual servant hood.  The problem we face today is the fact that we have been born and bred in this world which is under the control of the god of this world lucifer, human emotion, thought and outcome has been carefully planned by the god of this world who keeps this world dark, dying, impoverished and ungodly, within that is the light of Christ the true King, and he (satan) in no wise wants us to learn of Heavenly Kingdom principles because that will break down the walls of the kingdom of darkness and introduce light, life and peace. 

So the devil desires leaders to control the churches by principles of the kingdom of darkness using greed, rebellion, division, compromise. What is needed for leaders to be Kingdom of God leaders is to understand that we are to operate by a new set of guidelines which have been set by Him that now sits on the eternal throne of the Kingdom of God, Jesus Christ; Hebrews 1:1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; 3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;

Let us learn His ways; Colossians 1:10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness; 12  Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: 14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: 15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 16  For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: 17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.  Amen   
Jesus marveled at the faith of a certain centurion in Matthew 8 to the point that He said no one in Israel had faith like this, the centurion knew a truth that was a truth in the Kingdom of God.
Matthew 8:5 And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto him a centurion, beseeching him, 6 And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented. 7 And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him. 8 The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed. 9 For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it. 10 When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. 11 And I say unto you, that many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. 12 But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 13 And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour.  

We see that the centurion understood the process of authority;
· He knew that power or authority could only be given Jesus by someone.
· He knew Jesus to be under the authority of God because of the power being demonstrated through Jesus words. 
· He knew that just by speaking a word there was authority and power behind that word by the one who gave Him the authority
· He knew that when a word was spoken, whatever the word, it had to be performed because of the authority behind it.

In our ways of saying things today, Jesus would have said “WOW “this is crazy faith! But we need to see the rest of what Jesus said about the matter, in verse 11- 12 He is saying that because of the lack of faith in Israel many will come from outside of the domain of Israel (Gentiles) and take their place with the fathers of the faith, and those who let go of their faith (Israel) will be the outsiders.

What this centurion understood is something I learned a long time ago, learn it well;
If you are not under authority, you have no authority

We must continually see spiritual concepts in the light of the God’s word, if you receive anything outside of the revelation of the Holy Spirit it will only be carnal wisdom and not of God 1Corinthians 2:12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.  13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would guide us into truth, John 15:26  But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:  that truth will bring us into proper relationship with Jehovah God and His word. That’s why the devil is waging this tremendous warfare of deception designed to keep God’s people from finding their proper position in Christ  

     

The following is a study on spiritual authority as it pertains to the Kingdom of Jehovah God.

 
    1) Staying under the authority that God has placed you under until God moves you out
     Not leaving because you are in disagreement with leadership

     We as ministers are not supposed to be the source of division in our churches but of unity Ephesians 4:3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There have been so many church splits and disgruntled ministers who leave a church because of a disagreement with their leadership and they end up doing great harm to the body of Christ. 

Even the apostle Paul chastises the Corinthian church for having divisions among them he calls them carnal, unspiritual; 1Corinthians 3:1  And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. 2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?  

     The best example we have in the scriptures is David while he was in King Saul’s court.  1Samuel 16:21 And David came to Saul, and stood before him: and he loved him greatly; and he became his armourbearer.  David was introduced to the king as a skillful musician and David found favor in the king’s eyes and was invited to come into the king’s court. 

In chapter 17 1Samuel 17:50  So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew him; David kills goliath and becomes popular and Saul brings David even closer and in 1 Samuel 18:2  And Saul took him that day, and would let him go no more home to his father's house.
David now is a resident of the king’s court and in verse 5 in employed by the king and even made the leader of the king’s army.

But look at what is said about David,” David behaved himself wisely” soon after king Saul begins to become jealous of David popularity verses 6-9, in chapter 18:10-11 David plays for the king as before but now but now enraged by David’s popularity the king throws a javelin at him with the intentions of doing him harm but David just avoided them twice verse 11. 

     The king removes David from his court being afraid of David he sends David out to be the captain over 1,000 soldiers but look at verse 14 again the scripture says “And David behaved himself wisely in all his ways; and the LORD was with him. “
	Every time that the king tried to make it tough on David, he always did that which was right because he had a heart of integrity and humility before God. This is what made the king afraid of David verse 15.  It wasn’t until the king wanted to kill David that Jonathon king Saul’s son warned David to flee 1 Samuel 19:1-2.  

	David never allowed himself to be at odds with the king even though he had reason, but the scriptures said he behaved himself wisely. God already knew that David would be the next king; this was a season of testing for David even to the point where it was all out war against David and King Saul was searching for him to kill him.  In Chapter 24 David now has the opportunity to deal with king Saul and finds him in a cave sleeping and cuts off a piece of his robe but look at verse 5 David’s heart was full of regret because of what he had done because David still knew that the king was the Lords anointed.  At this point we will go to the next topic.

2) We must uphold the integrity of those that God calls you to be under because when you uphold the integrity of others; you uphold your own integrity in the eyes of Jehovah God.

As we saw in1Samuel 24: 5 And it came to pass afterward, that David's heart smote him, because he had cut off Saul's skirt. 6  And he said unto his men, The LORD forbid that I should do this thing unto my master, the LORD'S anointed, to stretch forth mine hand against him, seeing he is the anointed of the LORD.
David’s heart was full of regret because he only cut off a piece of the king’s robe realizing that the king was still the Lords anointed.  Even though those who were with David looked for David to kill the king he let them know that no harm should come to the king because he was the kings anointed. 

Now please see this point. David never understood why the king was looking to take his life; David always did that which was right in the eyes of the Lord. 1Samuel 18:14 And David behaved himself wisely in all his ways; and the LORD was with him. 15 Wherefore when Saul saw that he behaved himself very wisely, he was afraid of him.  But look at 1Samuel 24:8, David having the king cornered calls out to the king and bows to him, the one who has been trying to take David’s life and he still shows respect for the king. This is a great lesson for us to learn, David could with all reason have had an excuse to stop respecting the king but David understood that as long as he gave honor to the king he also gave honor to God who had anointed the king as spoken by David in 1Samuel 24:9-22.  

Again in we see King Saul going after David 1Samuel 26:2  Then Saul arose, and went down to the wilderness of Ziph, having three thousand chosen men of Israel with him, to seek David in the wilderness of Ziph.  
Remember at this time David still does not understand why the king is chasing him to kill him; David keeps occupied trying to escape king Saul’s attempts to capture him.  Here in verse 7-12 we see David with another opportunity to kill the king; 1Samuel 26:7 So David and Abishai came to the people by night: and, behold, Saul lay sleeping within the trench, and his spear stuck in the ground at his bolster: but Abner and the people lay round about him. 8 Then said Abishai to David, God hath delivered thine enemy into thine hand this day: now therefore let me smite him, I pray thee, with the spear even to the earth at once, and I will not smite him the second time. 9 And David said to Abishai, Destroy him not: for who can stretch forth his hand against the LORD'S anointed, and be guiltless? 10 David said furthermore, As the LORD liveth, the LORD shall smite him; or his day shall come to die; or he shall descend into battle, and perish. 11 The LORD forbid that I should stretch forth mine hand against the LORD'S anointed: but, I pray thee, take thou now the spear that is at his bolster, and the cruse of water, and let us go. 12 So David took the spear and the cruse of water from Saul's bolster; and they gat them away, and no man saw it, nor knew it, neither awaked: for they were all asleep; because a deep sleep from the LORD was fallen upon them. 
  
David was continually moved with compassion and integrity in his dealings with the king and finally in verse 18 David asks what has he done that the king pursues him? 1Samuel 26:18 And he said, Wherefore doth my lord thus pursue after his servant? for what have I done? or what evil is in mine hand?

Finally here in verse 21 king Saul after seeing that David could have killed him a second time, recognizes the integrity of in David heart; 1Samuel 26:21 Then said Saul, I have sinned: return, my son David: for I will no more do thee harm, because my soul was precious in thine eyes this day: behold, I have played the fool, and have erred exceedingly.  

The end result is king Saul blessed David and ceases from trying to do David harm; 1Samuel 26:25  Then Saul said to David, Blessed be thou, my son David: thou shalt both do great things, and also shalt still prevail. So David went on his way, and Saul returned to his place.
What a valuable lesson we learn here, remember God judges the intents of the heart therefore we must always maintain a pure heart full of integrity before the Lord

3) We must understand that our willingness to surrender our will to the vision of the leader, and to
serve faithfully, only ensures your success when God truly opens the door for your ministry.

God has a high regard for those that He has placed in a place of leadership and also a high accountability as well. Too many ministries have experienced fallouts because of the inability of subordinates to maintain the proper perspective of their position. Let’s look at Moses for this example.  We all know the story of how Moses met God and received the mandate to free the children of Israel out of Egypt and of their journey into the wilderness.  Before we proceed, let us answer these questions; 1) who did God choose to bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?  Moses.  	2) With whom did God speak face to face? Moses.   
    
Numbers 12:1 And Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had married: for he had married an Ethiopian woman. 2 And they said, Hath the LORD indeed spoken only by Moses? hath he not spoken also by us? And the LORD heard it. 3 (Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth.)
Here we see Miriam and Aaron speaking against Moses, we also see that they were not in agreement with Moses concerning the woman he had married. 2 mistakes they made just in these first 2 verses; 1) they felt that they had some kind of authority possibly because they were related to Moses, any way they thought that they had a right to speak about what Moses did. 2) They lost the respect for the position in which God had placed Moses and therefore felt it was acceptable to think of themselves equal with Moses. 

Now here is a big lesson for all of those who are in authority, Pastors and leaders especially, look at the end of verse 2, And the LORD heard it. I find it interesting that right after that statement we see verse 3 which says; (Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth.) it gives the idea that Moses did not lift up his voice to defend himself, but look at the next verse 4 And the LORD spake suddenly unto Moses, and unto Aaron, and unto Miriam, Come out ye three unto the tabernacle of the congregation. And they three came out.  The Lord heard what had been said to Moses and God came immediately to defend Moses. Leaders don’t you think for one moment that God will allow such disrespect to go unnoticed, but you must be secure in your position with God not as man would dictate. The moment you begin to think you are somebody special you’ve lost your humility and your position with God, as we see back in verse 3 Moses maintained the integrity of humility which gave God the freedom to protect His servant.  You are God’s servant! Stay humble! 

So what did God do? In Numbers 12:5-8 God clears the air and puts His perspective on the situation, verse 5 And the LORD came down in the pillar of the cloud, and stood in the door of the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam: and they both came forth. 6 And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I the LORD will make myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream. 7 My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in all mine house. 8 With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the LORD shall he behold: wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?  

To the associate leader I say, stay humble!! Stay submitted!! Learn these lessons well, never allow yourself to become disrespectful to your leaders because you may (as God wills) be the one in the leadership position one day and these same principles will apply to you.  Let us finish this lesson. Now because of the disrespect displayed towards Gods servant Moses we see in verse 9 

 9 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against them; and he departed. 10 And the cloud departed from off the tabernacle; and, behold, Miriam became leprous, white as snow: and Aaron looked upon Miriam, and, behold, she was leprous. 11 And Aaron said unto Moses, Alas, my lord, I beseech thee, lay not the sin upon us, wherein we have done foolishly, and wherein we have sinned.  12 Let her not be as one dead, of whom the flesh is half consumed when he cometh out of his mother's womb. 

It appears that Miriam was the one behind the disrespect against Moses as we see in the result of the anger of the Lord, and right away we see the humility of Moses displayed as he begged God to heal Miriam verse 13
13 And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, Heal her now, O God, I beseech thee. 14 And the LORD said unto Moses, If her father had but spit in her face, should she not be ashamed seven days? let her be shut out from the camp seven days, and after that let her be received in again. 15 And Miriam was shut out from the camp seven days: and the people journeyed not till Miriam was brought in again.
	
Associates, lay people, God has brought you to where you are because you have something to offer the ministry you are under. Remember, you are part of the body of Christ and your part is essential, Ephesians says in Chapter 4:15 No, we will speak the truth with love. We will grow to be like Christ in every way. He is the head, 16 and the whole body depends on him. All the parts of the body are joined and held together, with each part doing its own work. This causes the whole body to grow and to be stronger in love. (CEV)

We must all come to a place of agreement that God is wiser than we are and that He knows how to put a body together and the order of how they should be; 1Corinthians 12:12 The body of Christ has many different parts, just as any other body does. 13 Some of us are Jews, and others are Gentiles. Some of us are slaves, and others are free. But God's Spirit baptized each of us and made us part of the body of Christ. Now we each drink from that same Spirit. 14 Our bodies don't have just one part. They have many parts. 15 Suppose a foot says, "I'm not a hand, and so I'm not part of the body." Wouldn't the foot still belong to the body? 16 Or suppose an ear says, "I'm not an eye, and so I'm not part of the body." Wouldn't the ear still belong to the body? 17 If our bodies were only an eye, we couldn't hear a thing. And if they were only an ear, we couldn't smell a thing. 18 But God has put all parts of our body together in the way that he decided is best. (CEV)

So allow your gifts to develop and excel where God has place you remembering that we are called to be good stewards of the abilities that God has given us as it says in 1Corinthians 4:2 Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.  And also in the Gospel of Luke it is written; Luke 16:12 and if ye have not been faithful in that which is another's, who will give you that which is your own? 
	
Always remember your place as you have been placed specifically by Jehovah God so do it as unto the Lord. You are not called to control your leader nor have you been called to lead them but to serve; Hebrews 13:17 Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.   

Colossians 3:22 Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God: 23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;

4) Leadership must be the examples of the character and nature of Jesus Christ to the people.

Jesus is the head of the church and over all things, so leadership must follow behind the examples He set. Jesus said in Matthew 20:25 But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them.  26  But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister; 27  And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant: 28  Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.  

It is very interesting to know what Jesus really meant when He said this, if we look into the Greek translation of the word Minister this is what you’ll find; the Greek word diakonos - dee-ak'-on-os
Probably from διάκω diakō (obsolete, to run on errands; compare G1377); an attendant, that is, (generally) a waiter (at table or in other menial duties); specifically a Christian teacher and pastor (technically a deacon or deaconess): - deacon, minister, and servant. 

This is truly a different understanding than the typical picture we have seen through the years; unfortunately the body of Christ has suffered abuse and disappointment at the hands of leaders who did not have the character of Jesus our Lord. God does address these pastors as we see in Jeremiah 23:1 Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the LORD. 2 Therefore thus saith the LORD God of Israel against the pastors that feed my people; Ye have scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not visited them: behold, I will visit upon you the evil of your doings, saith the LORD.   

Unfortunately many have been hurt and scattered by pastors, God will judge these pastors who were looking only to profit and see how they could be served Ezekiel 34:2 Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto the shepherds; Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! should not the shepherds feed the flocks? 3 Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill them that are fed: but ye feed not the flock. this is not how God intended it to be.

Another example set by Jesus was that of humility as seen in John 13:12 So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you? 13 Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.

The apostle Paul says to follow me as I follow Christ that means that he is responsible for being an example. 1Corinthians 4:15 for though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.  16 Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me. And also 1Corinthians 11:1 be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ. 

Paul also states in 2Thessalonians 3:9 we had the right not to work, but we wanted to set an example for you.


Peter writes to the leaders in the various countries throughout the region to be examples as well 
1Peter 5:2 feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 3 Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. 

Remember you as a leader must imitate the character and nature your Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Serve as unto the Lord. 


5) Leaders must raise up other disciples as Christ commanded. He did not say make
sheep but disciples, recognizing and bringing and training up those who are called, to walk in their destinies

In the previous chapter we discussed how the leader must represent the character and nature of
Jesus Christ who is the head of the Church. Here we will discuss how the leader must impart those same characteristics into others.  In John 17 we see one of the most beautiful conversations between Jesus and Father God; John 17:6 I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word. 7 Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee. 8 For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me.  

Jesus knew how important it was to represent and impart the nature and character of Father God to those whom God had chosen to be raised up by Him; he also knew how critical it was for them to know that Father God was behind His mission.  For the leader today it is just as critical that the vision and purpose of the ministry is made clear so that others can follow it.  God will bring specific people to your ministry because He is fitting it together as he sees fit; 1Corinthians 12:18 But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him... The things that have been deposited in you are for those who are called to your side and need to be taught and demonstrated.   

The Apostle Paul had raised up some special disciples one in particular was Timothy, look at Paul’s admonition; 2Timothy 1:13  Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.  And also in 2Timothy 2:2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. Paul had taken time to impart to Timothy so that he could in the same manner feed into others and raise up others, this is the pattern that Jesus left for us to follow. 

Moses raised up Joshua; Exodus 24:13 And Moses rose up, and his minister Joshua: and Moses went up into the mount of God.  Who was it that led the children of Israel into the Promised Land? It was Joshua                        

Elijah had raised up Elisha; 1Kings 19:16 And Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel: and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abelmeholah shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room

David raised up Solomon; 1Chronicles 28:9 And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the LORD searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever.
God may bring many into your fold for the purpose of you raising them up so that they can fulfill their destinies, what an honor it is to be entrusted by Jehovah God with potential Pastors, Prophets, Evangelists, Apostles and teachers who will impact the world because of your impartation and example. Remember the final words of Jesus our Lord;

Matthew 28:19 Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: 20 teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you: and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. (ASV)

6) Remember our life experiences are tests to prove whether we are able to follow the precepts God’s pure Word 

We will face trials of many different sources.  Think about this; if within God’s Word there are answers to all of our problems, spiritual, material, physical, psychological, it only stands to reason that you will be tested in every one of those areas to prove whether or not you can keep God’s Word at the forefront of your heart and see it work for you. This ability separates the strong from the weak, some will succeed and others will fail, some will understand that it is but a test and others will be caught up in the cares of it all and have unfruitful lives .  

Jesus spoke a parable in which He made this statement; if you can understand this parable then you will able to understand all parables; Mark 4:13 And He said to them, Do you not know this parable? And how will you know all parables? 14 The sower sows the Word. 15 And these are those by the wayside where the Word is sown. And when they hear, Satan comes at once and takes away the Word having been sown in their hearts. 16 And likewise, these are the ones having been sown on the rocky places, who, when they hear the Word, they immediately receive it with joy, 17 yet they have no root in  themselves, but are temporary. Then trouble or persecution having occurred through the Word, immediately they are offended. 18 These are those being sown into the thorn bushes, those hearing the Word, 19 and the cares of this age, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts about other things entering in, they choke the Word, and it becomes unfruitful. 20  And these are those being sown on the good ground, who hear and welcome the Word and bring forth fruit, one thirty, and one sixty, and one a hundredfold. (LITV)

Every leader will be tested in 2 ways; First as we all know trials and tribulations will test our faith,
1Peter 4:12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:  

James 1:2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

1Peter 1:6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: 7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:





Second; did you know that blessings and miracles will be a test also of our faith? In Luke Jesus gives us a parable of a man that became blessed and how it affected him or better said; what was in his heart; Luke 12:15 And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth. 16 And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: 17 And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? 18 And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 20 But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? 21 So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.

Even the miraculous can be a test in many cases and we fail to recognize it, instead we think of it as an accomplishment of some sorts because of our prayers and we forget about God’s grace and take it all in without being mindful of how we are to let that event effect our life, but look at these passages and see God’s perspective on it. 

Exodus16:4  Then said the LORD unto Moses, Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather a certain rate every day, that I may prove them, whether they will walk in my law, or no. 

Deuteronomy8:16  Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which thy fathers knew not, that he might humble thee, and that he might prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end;

God in His wisdom seeks to continually develop His word into our lives, it is His word that carries eternal weight, and we are eternal in spirit and soul, everything else is temporal.  God has paid a great price to bring that word to us through Jesus Christ seeing that His own people (Israel) from the beginning would not carry His word in their hearts. Romans 11:20 Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear: 21 For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee.  

The question that we need to answer here is what is meant by the phrase “because of unbelief.” 
The answer can be found here in Deuteronomy 8:2  And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no.

Israel never stopped believing in Jehovah, they stopped believing in His word and in the validity that it still pertained to them. As you can see by the scriptures, all God wanted was for His children to follow His words or commands, then as a result they would prosper as it says in Deuteronomy 5:32 Ye shall observe to do therefore as the LORD your God hath commanded you: ye shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left. 33 Ye shall walk in all the ways which the LORD your God hath commanded you, that ye may live, and that it may be well with you, and that ye may prolong your days in the land which ye shall possess.    

So what is the real test? Everything!! 
 
What’s the testing for? Your Eternal position in Heaven!! 


Your life today is the proving ground for your eternity, please don’t fall into the enemies trap of only seeing what is temporary The apostle Paul said in 2Corinthians 4:17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.

Remember all of the parables that Jesus taught began with the preface “The Kingdom of Heaven is like” Look at this, in the gospel of Matthew the words “The Kingdom or Kingdom of Heaven is mentioned 47 times.
In the gospel of Mark the words “The Kingdom or the Kingdom of God” is mentioned 16 times.
In the gospel of Luke the words “The Kingdom or The Kingdom of God” are mentioned 35 times.
In the gospel of John the words “The Kingdom of God” are mentioned 2 times.  

Jesus is teaching of the eternal principles of Jehovah God through parables and expecting those of us who hear to adopt them into our lives while here in this life so that we can experience the blessings of Heaven here in this life and the rewards in heaven as we obey His words.
Look at this parable for example in Matthew 25:14 For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods. 15 And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey. 16 Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made them other five talents. 17 And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two. 18 But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord's money. 19 After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them. 20 And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more. 
21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 22 He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them. 23 His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]I do not believe that Jesus would lie to make a point so if He said that the Kingdom of heaven works like this, then we should accept that this is true. Look at what Jesus said of the faithful servants in the gospel of Luke, here is a similar parable but Jesus speaks these words Luke 19:16 Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds. 17 And he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: because thou hast been faithful in a very little, have thou authority over ten cities.  

Lastly read what Jesus said after He had resurrected Revelation 2:26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations:  27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; 
	
We must understand when we will see these things? Jesus sort of gives us the idea that there will be ruling over cities and nations in God’s eternal Kingdom doesn’t He? All He requires of us is to obey His word and be a doer of His word with all meekness and sincerity and be a faithful servant! 




Look at some of the people that will be remembered throughout eternity;
Noah – built the ark
Abraham – The father of our faith
Moses – the deliverer of the children of Israel
David – The city of David forever
Daniel – Would not compromise
Peter – Supernatural manifestations
Paul – Mystery of Christ revealed
Luther – stood up to the Catholic Church concerning salvation through grace

There are so many that have impacted our Christian heritage but these men and the others had one thing in common, they never compromised God’s pure word and will be remembered through eternity, so for us the test of our faithfulness and trust continues.  Take to the following to heart;

Do not compromise God’s pure word. Deuteronomy 4:2 Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.

Do not allow traditions of men or the ideas of this world to be the foundation of your teachings; Matthew 15:3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition? 4 For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death. 5 But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; 6 And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. 7 Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, 8 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. 9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.

Stay under the authority of God’s word this will validate and secure you position of authority here in this world and in the world or kingdom to come.  Remember Jesus Prayer;
Matthew 6:9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us this day our daily bread. 
12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.  

“It’s not what you believe but what you obey that determines your destiny”
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