


The Beauty of Death

To the Christian this statement should be offensive, because Jesus conquered death and hell taking the keys from satan when He went down to hell and then rose from the dead. When Jesus conquered death by His resurrection the sting of death was taken away; 1Corinthians 15:51 “Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.  53 For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality.  54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  55 "O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?"  56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.   

This to a lost and dying world is to be a message of hope preached by the church of Jesus Christ, that there is eternal blessing in Jesus Christ and not an eternal bondage because of sin.  
Hebrews 2:14  Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.  

The apostle Paul says in Philippians 1:21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

In Christ Jesus there is extreme hope for a people who at this time have no hope; we are to be that refuge that they can run to for abundant life.  But when the life is gone out of the church what or where are the lost and desperate to turn? There is no other option but death.  Jesus said in Matthew 5:14 "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.  15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.  But look at what Jesus said before that Mathew 5:13 "You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people's feet.  

Now before we go any further lets establish who is Jesus talking to here? Jews of course, God’s people, the chosen ones, right? We as non-Jews hold to these words because when God’s people rejected their Messiah, the mystery of the Old Testament prophecies began to unfold such as when the apostle Paul taught in Romans 11:12 Now if their trespass means riches for the world, and if their failure means riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their full inclusion mean! 
13 Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry 14 in order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them.  15 For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead?  16 If the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, so is the whole lump, and if the root is holy, so are the branches.  17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, although a wild olive shoot, were grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing root of the olive tree, 18 do not be arrogant toward the branches. If you are, remember it is not you who support the root, but the root that supports you.  19 Then you will say, "Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in."  20 That is true. They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand fast through faith. So do not become proud, but fear.  21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he spare you. 22 Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those who have fallen, but God's kindness to you, provided you continue in his kindness. Otherwise you too will be cut off.  23 And even they, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God has the power to graft them in again.  24 For if you were cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, the natural branches, be grafted back into their own olive tree.  25 Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.  26 And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written, "The Deliverer will come from Zion, he will banish ungodliness from Jacob";  27 "and this will be my covenant with them when I take away their sins."  28 As regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But as regards election, they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers.  29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.  30 For just as you were at one time disobedient to God but now have received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so they too have now been disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy.  32 For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all.  33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 34 "For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?"  35 "Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?"  36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.

I put all of this text in so that we could see the entire transition that took place so that we can understand how the words that Jesus spoke to the Jews Gods chosen people, can now pertain to us who believe on His Name with the warning that we should not fall into unbelief as the Jews did.

There are so many lessons to be learned in these scriptures just as Paul said in Romans 15:4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  One more scripture before we go on, I want to share one more passage of scripture from the Old Testament; Deuteronomy 4:6  Keep therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the nations, which shall hear all these statutes, and say, Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.  7 For what nation is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as the LORD our God is in all things that we call upon him for? 8 And what nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so righteous as all this law, which I set before you this day?  9 Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons' sons;

I would like to draw your attention to verse 6 in the last sentence it says “Surely this nation is a wise and understanding nation” and in the first part of this verse you read “ for this is your wisdom, and understanding”  this is referring to the commandments or statutes that God had given to the children of Israel. Let that sink in a minute! God’s word or commands are wisdom and understanding.  In the same manner we read in Proverbs 3:1 My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments,  2 for length of days and years of life and peace they will add to you.  3 Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your neck; write them on the tablet of your heart.  4 So you will find favor and good success in the sight of God and man.  5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.  6 In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.  7 Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD, and turn away from evil.  8 It will be healing to your flesh and refreshment to your bones.  9 Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce; 10 then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine.  11 My son, do not despise the LORD's discipline or be weary of his reproof,  12 for the LORD reproves him whom he loves, as a father the son in whom he delights. 13 Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, and the one who gets understanding, 
Look at the words at the beginning and end of this passage of scripture “: My commands” and “wisdom and understanding” do you think God is trying to convey a message to us? 

Now I am really going somewhere with this, let’s get back to what Jesus was saying in Matthew 5:13, He said “You are the salt of the earth” correct? Then He went on to say “but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people's feet.” One night in my sleep the Lord kept saying to me over and over, ”you are the salt of the earth”, all night long so I decided to get up at 4:00AM and do a word study on the word salt and I was utterly surprised at what I found, God truly is an amazing God and His word is filled with deep treasures waiting for those that will seek just as it says in Proverbs 25:2  It is the glory of God to conceal things, but the glory of kings is to search things out. 

For clarification I want to use the KJV here for Matthew 5:13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.

This is what I found, for the word salt in the Greek is Halas Strong’s concordance #217 it means ”  salt; figuratively prudence: - salt.”  Webster’s dictionary defines prudence like this; Prudence
PRU'DENCE, noun [Latin prudentia.] Wisdom applied to practice.
Prudence implies caution in deliberating and consulting on the most suitable means to accomplish valuable purposes, and the exercise of sagacity in discerning and selecting them. prudence differs from wisdom in this, that prudence implies more caution and reserve than wisdom, or is exercised more in foreseeing and avoiding evil, than in devising and executing that which is good. It is sometimes mere caution or circumspection.
Prudence is principally in reference to actions to be done, and due means, order, season and method of doing or not doing.   Interesting isn’t it?
And then as I continued to read on where it says  “ lost his savour the Greek word is “mōrainō”  now here is a real eye opener, this is from the Strong’s concordance #3471 to become insipid; figuratively to make (passively act) as a simpleton: - become fool, make foolish, lose savour.    

Webster’s dictionary defines Insipid as; NSIP'ID, adjective [Latin insipidus; in and sapidus, sapio, to taste.]

1. Tasteless; destitute of taste; wanting the qualities which affect the organs of taste; vapid; as insipid liquor.
2. Wanting spirit, life or animation; wanting pathos, or the power of exciting emotions; flat; dull; heavy; as an insipid address; an insipid composition.

3. Wanting power to gratify desire; as insipid pleasure.

Here is another verse of scripture that uses the word “Halas” as salt read here in Colossians 4:6 Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man. What is interesting is what the verse says before this in verse 5 Colossians 4:5 Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time.  We’ll put it in proper sequence to see how it comes together; Colossians 4:5 Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time. 6 Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man. 

Another interesting point is the word “seasoned” it is the Greek word “Artuo” Strong’s number G741 which means “To prepare”  Isn’t God’s word perfect! It is amazing what we can find if we take the time to study God’s word fully.  To paraphrase this verse 6 it would say “Let whatever comes out of your mouth be graceful prepared with prudence, that you may give a proper answer to every man”.

Let’s go back to the sermon on the mount; Jesus is talking to Israel or here, the Jewish people were considered the salt or prudence (wisdom) of the earth as we earlier read in Deuteronomy 4:6 “Keep therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the nations, which shall hear all these statutes, and say, Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people. 7 For what nation is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as the LORD our God is in all things that we call upon him for? 8 And what nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so righteous as all this law, which I set before you this day? 9 Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons' sons;” 

Well we all know that God’s people did not adhere to God’s words and went after other gods thus causing Israel to spiral downward into terrible bondage in which they still have not recovered. Now get this picture, here are a people who have the Great Almighty God Creator of the universe bring them out of 400 years of bondage in Egypt, they seen God part the Red sea to destroy the army of Egypt, they seen God do might miracles before their eyes, He promises them a land that flowed with milk and honey Deuteronomy 6:1 "Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the rules—that the LORD your God commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in the land to which you are going over, to possess it, 2 that you may fear the LORD your God, you and your son and your son's son, by keeping all his statutes and his commandments, which I command you, all the days of your life, and that your days may be long.  3 Hear therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do them, that it may go well with you, and that you may multiply greatly, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing with milk and honey.”  

All they had to do was obey God’s commands which were life giving words for them, but they would not, amazing as it seems so instead of becoming the rulers of the lands as God had promised they became foolish in the sight of all the heathen nations as spoken here in Jeremiah 5:4 “Then I said, "These are only the poor; they have no sense; for they do not know the way of the LORD, the justice of their God. see also here in Jeremiah 8:9  The wise men shall be put to shame; they shall be dismayed and taken; behold, they have rejected the word of the LORD, so what wisdom is in them?” 
How devastating for a nation to fall so far away from God, a nation that was to be a light to the world and show forth the greatness of their God to become a laughingstock before all the nations they were supposed to rule over, look here in Ezekiel 22:4 “You have become guilty by the blood that you have shed, and defiled by the idols that you have made, and you have brought your days near, the appointed time of your years has come. Therefore I have made you a reproach to the nations, and a mockery to all the countries.  5 Those who are near and those who are far from you will mock you; your name is defiled; you are full of tumult.”
All of these things happened to God’s people as a result of not adhering to God’s word, there is a tremendous lesson for us to learn by the failures of Israel.  Always bear in mind of the sacrifice paid for you to enjoy the benefits of being adopted into the kingdom of our loving Heavenly Father. We need to heed the warnings that the apostle Paul earlier in Romans chapter 11.  Unfortunately only after 70-80 years after the ascension of Jesus Christ into heaven the church had already began to encounter some deterioration as brought to light by Jesus the head of the church in Revelation  chapters 2 & 3, some harsh warnings were given to some because of what or who they were allowing to have influence the church. Revelation 2:12 (ESV)"And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: 'The words of him who has the sharp two-edged sword. 13 “I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is. Yet you hold fast my name, and you did not deny my faith even in the days of Antipas my faithful witness, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. 14 But I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that they might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality. 15 So also you have some who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 Therefore repent. If not, I will come to you soon and war against them with the sword of my mouth.” 

Revelation 2:18 (ESV)"And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: 'The words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose feet are like burnished bronze.  19 I know your works, your love and faith and service and patient endurance, and that your latter works exceed the first. 20 But I have this against you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols. 21 I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to repent of her sexual immorality. 22 Behold, I will throw her onto a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her I will throw into great tribulation, unless they repent of her works, 23 and I will strike her children dead. And all the churches will know that I am he who searches mind and heart, and I will give to each of you according to your works.  

Revelation 3:1(ESV) "And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: 'The words of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. "'I know your works. You have the reputation of being alive, but you are dead. 2 Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not found your works complete in the sight of my God. 3 Remember then what you received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come against you.” 

Revelation 3:14 (LITV) “And to the angel of the assembly of Laodicea, write: These things says the Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Head of the creation of God: 15 I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I would that you were cold, or hot. 16 So, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I am about to vomit you out of My mouth. 17 Because you say, I am rich, and I am made rich, and I have need of nothing, and do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked.  18 I advise you to buy from Me gold having been fired by fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, and your shame and nakedness may not be revealed. And anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. 19 I, as many "as I love, I rebuke and I chasten." Be zealous, then, and repent.  20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock: If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will enter to him, and I will dine with him, and he with Me.”

If this happened in only a few years think of how far things have deteriorated in the past 1,900 years or so.  What makes us any better that those who established the church of Jesus Christ early on.  After all just a few years earlier Jesus had walked the ground there.  Later the apostle Paul gives us a glimpse of the condition of the church in the future. He wrote 1Timothy 4:1” Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, 2 through the insincerity of liars whose consciences are seared”(ESV)

2Timothy 3:1” But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. 2 For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy,  3 heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, 4 treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people.  6 For among them are those who creep into households and capture weak women, burdened with sins and led astray by various passions, 7 always learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth.” (ESV)

2Timothy 4:3 “For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions” (ESV)

The Church of Jesus Christ is to be a beacon of light and hope for the world, the Church is to be an instrument of reconciliation and healing, a voice of righteousness in a land of corruption, the people of God called Christians or the Christ like ones are to be a people of conviction and truth holding the living Word of God in such high regard without compromise, that the world see’s the essence and power of the Holy Spirit flowing in love out to all who encounter them. There should be the activity of the Holy Spirit in all of our gatherings by means of the prophetic being spoken, healings and miracles and devils being cast out.  These should be taking place not only at our gatherings but happening in the daily lives of believers as Jesus Himself spoke in Mark 16:15 “And he said to them, "Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation. 16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: in my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up serpents with their hands; and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover." 19 So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God.  20 And they went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the message by accompanying signs.” 

As far as I know this commandment has not been withdrawn but instead of seeing freedom and salvation of the masses we see in our congregations today the fulfillment of the above scripture references and it seems that there is so much confusion in the body of Christ that people are leaving the church in masses hurt, disillusioned, embittered and in bondage. The thing that is the most disappointing is that all of this is being displayed in front of the world’s stage. The deterioration and foolishness of the church has caused the world to mock the people of God.  

Here’s the point I want to make; when the Church fails to be the salt or prudence (wisdom) of the earth and becomes foolish, where is the light of the world? Where is the hope for the lost. This is the reason I wrote at the beginning the title “The beauty of death” Truly God makes all things beautiful! This we as believers have experienced, but when the hurting turn to the Church and all they get is a feel good message and no transforming power manifested in their lives, what are they to do? Beauty comes in packages like rebellion, drugs, alcohol, spiritism, satanism and is all suicide; either spiritual or physical death is inevitable.  You can rest assured that the devil will present these as beautiful. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]For too long the Church has been influenced by the principles of this world as it says in Colossians 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.  It’s time that the world becomes influenced by the supernatural Church of Jesus Christ.  Just as Jesus spoke this to the Church at Sardis it speaks loud today to us Revelation 3:1(ESV) "And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: 'The words of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. "'I know your works. You have the reputation of being alive, but you are dead. 2 Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not found your works complete in the sight of my God. 3 Remember then what you received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come against you.” 

Revelation 3:14 (LITV) “And to the angel of the assembly of Laodicea, write: These things says the Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Head of the creation of God: 15 I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I would that you were cold, or hot. 16 So, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I am about to vomit you out of My mouth. 17 Because you say, I am rich, and I am made rich, and I have need of nothing, and do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked.  18 I advise you to buy from Me gold having been fired by fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, and your shame and nakedness may not be revealed. And anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. 19 I, as many "as I love, I rebuke and I chasten." Be zealous, then, and repent.  20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock: If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him, and I will dine with him, and he with Me.”

Both of these Churches are told to repent but what is really sad is what Jesus said to the Church of Laodicea verse 20 “ Behold I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears my voice and opens the door I will come into him and I will dine with him and he with me.” Jesus is the head of the church how is it that He is outside?  It sound like the head of the Church was put out doesn’t it?  

My brothers and sisters, it’s not too late for the Church to display its glorious splendor and power through the Holy Spirit. Let it not be said of our churches that which was said to the church of Laodicea, but let us manifest to the world that we hold to the pure word of God and that we are not afraid to stand for truth and we are willing to obey God’s pure word without compromise. 

Jesus after he was filled with the Spirit, overcame the devil in the wilderness returned in the power of the Spirit of God and when He came to Nazareth, let us read from Luke 4:16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read. 17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, 18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 20 And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.

In closing I would like to draw your attention the last part of verse 21 it says “This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.” 

This same Jesus before He ascended up into heaven gave instructions to the disciples which speaks to us as well, He said in John 20:21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 
Here is the exact quotation from Isaiah let us read Isaiah 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;  2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;  3 To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified.  

After reading this let the same words be said of us “This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.”

For the sake of the Kingdom of God “YOU ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH” Matthew 5:13


God Bless you.
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