The purpose of tests

One of the most misunderstood concepts of our Christian walk is the area of testing, many times the concept is either over spiritualized or totally perverted, for instance I have heard it said that God will put cancer or some kind of illness on someone to teach them some kind of lesson or test them in their faith, here is the problem with this thinking.  In the gospel of Luke we see Jesus healing a woman that had an infirmity for 18 years; Luke 13:11 And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could in no wise lift up herself. 12 And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said unto her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity. 13 And he laid his hands on her: and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God.  Now as you continue to read we read something very informational for this teaching; Luke 13:14 And the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because that Jesus had healed on the sabbath day, and said unto the people, There are six days in which men ought to work: in them therefore come and be healed, and not on the sabbath day. 15 The Lord then answered him, and said, Thou hypocrite, doth not each one of you on the sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him away to watering? 16 And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day?  What we see here is the words of Jesus saying to those who opposed this miracle because it was done on the Sabbath in verse 16 this woman was bound by satan for these 18 years God was not the one who had her bound.  If God were trying to teach this woman some kind of lesson by putting this infirmity on her then Jesus was working against God wasn’t He? But we know better because Jesus said as God’s representative in John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 

Look at what Jesus also told the disciples here in Matthew; Matthew 10:5 These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: 6 But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. 8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give. 

And finally look at the truth of the matter; 1John 3:8 He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.


True testing

Here in this section we shall look at what tests are really are and how they come and the purpose of these tests, we must understand that God indeed is our heavenly Father and as a Father desires to bless us His children as we see in 2Peter 1:3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 

In Psalms we read; Psalms 84:11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly. 
Jesus said in John 10:10 I am come that they might have live and that they might have it more abundantly.  

If you would like to search more scriptures that tell of all of the things that God has prepared for those who trust Him please do, I thinks that would be very beneficial but now we will go forward into the teaching of the purpose of “Tests”.

Definitions; 
Let‘s now examine one of the most quoted scriptures when it comes to “Trials”. 
1Peter 1:6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: 7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 
Temptation = G3986
peirasmos
pi-ras-mos'
From G3985; a putting to proof (by experiment [of good], experience [of evil], solicitation, discipline or provocation); by implication adversity: - temptation, X try.
Now we should add some other words to get an entire picture we will add the word “Tempted” taken from Matthew 4:1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. 
					    Tempt / Tempted = G3985
peirazō
pi-rad'-zo
From G3984; to test (objectively), that is, endeavor, scrutinize, entice, discipline: - assay, examine, go about, prove, tempt (-er), try.
                                                            Tempt = G1598
ekpeirazō
ek-pi-rad'-zo
From G1537 and G3985; to test thoroughly: - tempt.

So here we see a complete definition of what it means when you are being tempted not only is it a physical test but also a spiritual test as well.  We must always maintain that God is at work when we are facing different obstacles in our lives remember this truth written to us in Romans chapter 8; Romans 8:28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.  
Romans 5:1  Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 
Trial = G1383

dokimion
Thayer Definition:
1) the proving
2) that by which something is tried or proved, a test

Faith = G4102
pistis
pis'-tis
From G3982; persuasion, that is, credence; moral conviction (of religious truth, or the truthfulness of God or a religious teacher), especially reliance upon Christ for salvation; abstractly constancy in such profession; by extension the system of religious (Gospel) truth itself: - assurance, belief, believe, faith, fidelity.
So after examining these scriptures we should come to the understanding that it is your faith that is being tested not you personally, is that correct? So we see how important Faith is.
Let’s examine another scripture; 
James 1:12  Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. 

Endureth = G5278
hupomenō
1) to remain
1a) to tarry behind
2) to remain, i.e. abide, not recede or flee
2a) to preserve: under misfortunes and trials to hold fast to one’s faith in Christ
2b) to endure, bear bravely and calmly: ill treatments
Tried = G1384
dokimos
dok'-ee-mos
From G1380; properly acceptable (current after assayal), that is, approved: - approved, tried.
Here are some other scriptures that talk about being proved or tested (tried);
Deuteronomy 8:2  And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no. 3 And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live. 
Proverbs 17:3  The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold: but the LORD trieth the hearts. 
Malachi 3:2  But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap: 3 And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness. 4 Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the LORD, as in the days of old, and as in former years. 
Hebrews 11:17  By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 
Remember our life experiences as believers in Jesus Christ are tests to prove whether we are able to follow the precepts God’s Pure Word and stand firm on those words through Faith. 

We will face trials of many different sources.  Think about this; if within God’s Word there are answers to all of our problems, spiritual, material, physical, psychological, it only stands to reason that you will be tested in every one of those areas to prove whether or not you can keep God’s Word at the forefront of your heart and see it work for you. This ability separates the strong in faith from the weak in faith.  Remember in Romans 10:17 we are given a key to success as far as faith is concerned; Romans 10:17  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  some will succeed and others will fail, some will understand that it is but a test and will hold to the Pure Word of God and others they will be caught up in the cares and emotion of what they are going through and not understand that they need to hold to God’s Pure Word and as a result have unfruitful lives.  **It must be noted here that the scripture above Romans 10:17 means that by continual exposure to the message of Jesus the Messiah your faith becomes increased.**  Here this scripture is in the “Voice” translation; Romans 10:17 So faith proceeds from hearing, as we listen to the message about God’s Anointed.  (VOICE)

Jesus spoke a parable in which He made this statement; if you can understand this parable then you will able to understand all parables; Mark 4:13 And He said to them, Do you not know this parable? And how will you know all parables? 14 The sower sows the Word. 15 And these are those by the wayside where the Word is sown. And when they hear, Satan comes at once and takes away the Word having been sown in their hearts. 16 And likewise, these are the ones having been sown on the rocky places, who, when they hear the Word, they immediately receive it with joy, 17 yet they have no root in  themselves, but are temporary. Then trouble or persecution having occurred through the Word, immediately they are offended. 18 These are those being sown into the thorn bushes, those hearing the Word, 19 and the cares of this age, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts about other things entering in, they choke the Word, and it becomes unfruitful. 20  And these are those being sown on the good ground, who hear and welcome the Word and bring forth fruit, one thirty, and one sixty, and one a hundredfold. (LITV)

There is an interesting point made in this passage of scripture it is the use of the word “Word”
It is mentioned eight times in eight verses and the Strong’s Concordance number is G3056, here is the definition and please follow closely; The Greek word is “Logos”
log'-os
From G3004; something said (including the thought); by implication a topic (subject of discourse), also reasoning (the mental faculty) or motive; by extension a computation; specifically (with the article in John) the Divine Expression (that is, Christ): - account, cause, communication, X concerning, doctrine, fame, X have to do, intent, matter, mouth, preaching, question, reason, + reckon, remove, say (-ing), shew, X speaker, speech, talk, thing, + none of these things move me, tidings, treatise, utterance, word, work. 

So it would be proper to say that the “Logos” is the Word of God as recorded in the Bible.

Now here is an amazing parallel we find it in the book of the Gospel of John and verse 1; I will leave this verse with the Strong’s numbers included; John 1:1  InG1722 the beginningG746 wasG2258 theG3588 Word,G3056 andG2532 theG3588 WordG3056 wasG2258 withG4314 God,G2316 andG2532 theG3588 WordG3056 wasG2258 God.G2316  
As you can see the Strong’s numbers here are the same in this verse as we seen the Marks Gospel chapter 4 verses 13-20 proving that Jesus and His “Word” are one and the same. What we must understand is that our faith is dependent upon the Word of God.  First by our exposure to God’s Pure Word and second by the revelation of God’s Pure Word which brings me to our next point, back to Romans 10:17  So thenG686 faithG4102 cometh byG1537 hearing,G189 andG1161 hearingG189 byG1223 the wordG4487 of God.G2316   
Now if you notice the Strong’s number next to “the Word of God” you will see the number is G4487 which is different than “Logos” what we just studied above.  God always desires to take us deeper into the realm of the Spirit because that is where He is and God always desires to make a spiritual connection with us, in this verse the Strong’s number G4487 means this; 
rhēma
hray'-mah
From G4483; an utterance (individually, collectively or specifically); by implication a matter or topic (especially of narration, command or dispute); with a negative naught whatever: - + evil, + nothing, saying, word.
This gives the idea of something declared or uttered, such as a command, Jesus said it this way and you will see the meaning clearer, I will leave the Strong’s numbers; John 6:63  It isG2076 theG3588 spiritG4151 that quickeneth;G2227 theG3588 fleshG4561 (G3756) profitethG5623 nothing:G3762 theG3588 wordsG4487 thatG3739 IG1473 speakG2980 unto you,G5213 they areG2076 spirit,G4151 andG2532 they areG2076 life.G2222   Jesus is saying here; my utterances or declarations are Spiritual and lifegiving.  There is substance to Rhema, when Jesus was in the desert being tempted by the devil Jesus used this term in answering the devils temptation; Matthew 4:3  AndG2532 when theG3588 tempterG3985 cameG4334 to him,G846 he said,G2036 IfG1487 thou beG1488 the Son ofG5207 God,G2316 commandG2036 thatG2443 theseG3778 stonesG3037 be madeG1096 bread.G740 
Mat 4:4  ButG1161 heG3588 answeredG611 and said,G2036 It is written,G1125 ManG444 shall notG3756 liveG2198 byG1909 breadG740 alone,G3441 butG235 byG1909 everyG3956 wordG4487 that proceedethG1607 out ofG1223 the mouthG4750 of God.G2316 
So we can properly say that Rhema is God’s Word as uttered or revealed with a purpose by the Spirit of God. This is consistent with what God reveals in Isaiah 55:11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. 

I said all of this to establish the foundation which holds our faith together, it is God’s Word, and everything in the life of a believer in Jesus Christ revolves around the WORD of GOD, it is alive and able to sustain you in your times of trials, testing and tribulations, let it be a part of you.
The Testing of the believer


The tests that come to a believer will come in 2 ways; First as we all know trials and tribulations will test our faith,

1Peter 4:12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:  

James 1:2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

1Peter 1:6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: 7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:

Second; did you know that blessings and miracles can also be a test of our faith? In Luke Jesus gives us a parable of a man that became blessed and how it affected him or better said; what was in his heart; Luke 12:15 And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth. 16 And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: 17 And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? 18 And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 20 But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? 21 So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.
Even the miraculous can be a test in many cases and we fail to recognize it, instead we think of it as an accomplishment of some sorts because of our prayers and we forget about God’s grace and take it all in without being mindful of how we are to let that event effect our life, but look at these passages and see God’s perspective on it. 

Exodus16:4  Then said the LORD unto Moses, Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather a certain rate every day, that I may prove them, whether they will walk in my law, or no. 

Deuteronomy8:16  Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which thy fathers knew not, that he might humble thee, and that he might prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end;

God in His wisdom seeks to continually develop His word into our lives, it is His word that carries eternal weight, and we are eternal in spirit and soul, everything else is temporal.  God has paid a great price to bring that word to us through Jesus Christ seeing that His own people (Israel) from the beginning would not carry His word in their hearts. Romans 11:20 Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear: 21 For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee.  

The question that we need to answer here is what is meant by the phrase “because of unbelief.” 

The answer can be found here in Deuteronomy 8:2  And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no.

Israel never stopped believing in Jehovah, they stopped believing in His word and in the fact that it still pertained to them. As you can see by the scriptures, all God wanted was for His children to follow His words or commands, then as a result they would prosper as it says in Deuteronomy 5:32 Ye shall observe to do therefore as the LORD your God hath commanded you: ye shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left. 33 Ye shall walk in all the ways which the LORD your God hath commanded you, that ye may live, and that it may be well with you, and that ye may prolong your days in the land which ye shall possess.    

So what is the real test? Everything!!  Everything is a test.

Every disappointment you experience; how will you respond to it?
Every crisis you encounter; how will you respond to it?
Every fearful you encounter; how will you respond to it?
Every time you are persecuted; how will you respond to it?
Every time you are betrayed; how will you respond to it?
Every person who hates you; how will you respond to it?
Every temptation to turn back to the old ways; how will you respond to it?
Every time you are mocked or made fun of; how will you respond to it?
Every time things do not go your way; how will you respond to it?
Every promotion you experience; how will you respond to it?
Every blessing that God blessed you with; how will you respond to it?
Every time you feel doubt coming in; how will you respond to it?
Every hurt you experience; how will you respond to it?
Every hurtful word spoken to you; how will you respond to it?
 
What’s the testing for? To determine if you are able to hold to the Pure Word of God during times of crisis or during times of hardships.  God has given to us His pure Word that is living and true and we must see the value of it and apply it to our lives to the point that we can live by it regardless of the conditions we encounter.  Jesus is our prime example when He was in the desert having fasted for forty days; Luke 4:3 And the devil said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it be made bread. 4 And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God. 5 And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 6 And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it. 7 If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine. 8 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 9 And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down from hence: 10 For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee: 11 And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 12 And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 13 And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed from him for a season.  

An important point needs to be brought out here about Jesus’ time in the wilderness, it was the Holy Spirit that directed Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted or tested; Mark 1:12 And immediately the Spirit driveth him into the wilderness. 13 And he was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan; and was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered unto him.  It wasn’t by chance that Jesus found Himself in the wilderness but a direction by Father God who is in control of everything that pertains to us, we see here in 2Corinthians  5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; Father God knew what was in Jesus Christ (we know that it was the Pure Word of God) and was not afraid to have that challenged or tested so Jesus was led into the wilderness arena to face the challenge. And we know that Jesus was successful because He stood on the Pure Word of God, remember that Jesus never debated or reasoned when questioned He just let the Pure Word of God speak for Him.

It was after this time of extreme testing that Jesus was prepared for service having successfully going through testing see here in Luke 4:14  And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of him through all the region round about.  


Your life today is the proving grounds for your destiny and service for the kingdom of God today and for your reward and service in the eternal heavenly kingdom of God, please don’t fall into the enemies trap of only seeing what is temporary God’s plans and purposes are for “Eternity” Let’s examine these two subjects.

1) Service in this life
2) Service in Eternity

Fitted for Service
In this life

Purpose

Have you ever wondered what this life as a believer is all about? Have you questioned in your heart how you fit into the scheme of things?  Please do not think of this as an odd question but it is a legitimate one and we must all understand why we were placed here in this world and for what purpose we were created. 

One of the spiritual concepts that seem to be terribly overlooked is the concept of purpose in the eyes of God and for us and the body of Christ and for the world, everything in creation has purpose from every living thing to  but as we study the scriptures we see purpose everywhere in the word of God even the words that God speaks have purpose as we see in Isaiah 55:11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.  

Revelation 4:11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. 

Colossians 1:16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: 17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. 

As we see that God has created all things for His purposes also we need to understand that each one of us has been created for a specific purpose and no one is excluded. Let us examine the testimony of scriptures; Jeremiah 1:4 Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 5 Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations. 

Isaiah 49:1 Listen, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye people, from far; The LORD hath called me from the womb; from the bowels of my mother hath he made mention of my name. 

We see the word “purpose” mentioned in the book of Job after he had been afflicted yet he knew that God had a purpose for him; Job 10:8 (ESV) Your hands fashioned and made me, and now you have destroyed me altogether. 9 Remember that you have made me like clay; and will you return me to the dust? 10 Did you not pour me out like milk and curdle me like cheese? 11 You clothed me with skin and flesh, and knit me together with bones and sinews. 12 You have granted me life and steadfast love, and your care has preserved my spirit. 13 Yet these things you hid in your heart; I know that this was your purpose.

Now everyone who has accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior is a part of the “Body of Christ” thus you are very important to the purposes of Jehovah God, as we have seen above. Here in 1 Corinthians we see the analogy by the apostle Paul of the human body and the church; 1Corinthians 12:18 (ISV) But now God has arranged the parts, every one of them, in the body according to his plan. 19 Now if all of it were one part, there wouldn't be a body, would there? 20 So there are many parts, but one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you," or the head to the feet, "I don't need you." 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are in fact indispensable, 23 and the parts of the body that we think are less honorable are treated with special honor, and we make our less attractive parts more attractive. 24 However, our attractive parts don't need this. But God has put the body together and has given special honor to the parts that lack it, 25 so that there might be no disharmony in the body, but that its parts should have the same concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it. If one part is praised, every part rejoices with it. 27 Now you are the Messiah's body and individual parts of it. 

Please take some time to meditate on this concept; you operate each day with purpose in which your body cooperates with you for instance, if you wake up in the morning and purpose to go to the market and buy food for your meals think about all of the parts of your body that you will need to accomplish this purpose; this will give you a great example of how the body functions;

1) You will need to make a list of what you will need, what parts of the body are used for this?
- The brain thinks the thoughts
- The eyes see what is to be written
- The hand writes the items on the list while the other hand holds the paper
- If you are standing the legs and feet support your body while your spine holds your back in alignment.

Now you need to make your way to the vehicle you are using to get to the market, if you are walking you need to navigate by way of using your feet to get to the market, if you are driving just think of all of the decisions that your brain makes in a second of time coordinating your eyes, arms, hands, legs and feet just to make the vehicle move, now when the vehicle is moving take note of all of the calculations that the brain makes to knowing when to come to a stop or knowing exactly when to slow down to make a turn. Isn’t it amazing all that the human body is capable of?  I haven’t mentioned what each joint, muscle and ligament does in enabling these parts to function, this body is so amazing how each member works in unison to accomplish the purpose set before it and we have not gone to the market yet.  

Now think about this, what would it be like if any of your members decided that they did not want to cooperate with the purpose or did not listen to the brain?  You would never be able to accomplish any purpose you desired or needed because of the utter chaos that would be present if any of the members of the body would not cooperate with the direction purposed by the brain.  Think about that for a minute,
We also see that issue addressed in 1 Corinthians 12 :12-17 concerning the “Body of Christ”,  see here;12 For just as the body is one and yet has many parts, and all the parts of the body, though many, form a single body, so it is with the Messiah. 13 For by one Spirit all of us—Jews and Greeks, slaves and free—were baptized into one body and were all privileged to drink from one Spirit. 14 For the body does not consist of only one part, but of many. 15  If the foot says, "Since I'm not a hand, I'm not part of the body," that does not make it any less a part of the body, does it? 16 And if the ear says, "Since I'm not an eye, I'm not part of the body," that does not make it any less a part of the body, does it? 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? (ISV)

As we read the text above in 1 Corinthians chapter 12 we see that we are members of the body of Christ and God has placed each member as He has seen they fit best by His own wisdom, we read in Ephesians that the body has individual parts that do their job to make the body built up in Love; Ephesians 4:15 (ISV)Instead, by speaking the truth in love, we will grow up completely and become one with the head, that is, one with the Messiah, 16  in whom the whole body is united and held together by every ligament with which it is supplied. As each individual part does its job, the body builds itself up in love. We see the mention of the body in Colossians 2:18 Let no one who delights in humility and the worship of angels cheat you out of the prize by rejoicing about what he has seen. Such a person is puffed up for no reason by his carnal mind. 19  He does not hold on to the head, from whom the whole body, which is nourished and held together by its joints and ligaments, grows as God enables it.  

So you see we are all purposed to be placed into the body of Christ to perform a specific task that only we can perform; 1Corinthians 12:27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. We read in Ephesians that we were selected even before the universe was created; Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus, the Messiah! He has blessed us in the Messiah with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realm, 4 just as he chose us in the Messiah before the creation of the universe to be holy and blameless in his presence. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to himself through Jesus the Messiah, according to the pleasure of his will, 

Always remember that God is a God of purpose and He has a purpose for everything;
Ephesians 1:11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 

Philippians 2:13  For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 

2Thessalonians 1:11 Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power: 12 That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Isaiah 46:9 Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me, 10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure: 

Romans 11:36 For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen. 


Process

As servants of God it is imperative that we know His ways of working in our lives and understand that God truly desires to enhance our lives not take away from us, God’s desire is that we flourish in this life and become the best that we can be for true service to this world not just existing with no purpose.  

With this in mind let’s examine some principles that are used when it comes to being the best that we can be, let’s examine the life of an Olympic athlete.  To rise to the top there are some steps that needed to be taken, let us look at how this comes to pass;

- The person must know they have a gift, for instance if a person is talented in running then they would be involved in running activities in their early years.

- There must be a desire to take the gift to a higher level so they may go to a college to further their training and gain more opportunities to develop and refine their talent.

- There must be wisdom applied to know that that they will need, a trainer would to help them grow properly, someone who has the experience of training others.

- There must be a willingness to accept and learn from those who specialize in the sport, this means that there must be a level of humility.

- There must be devotion and discipline exercised to gain the essential information necessary to train properly to go to the next level.

- There must be discipline exercised when it comes to the way of life they must maintain to keep themselves in the best condition possible, this includes;       
	- Diet
	- Rest
	- Practice/training
	- Social life
	- Learning

Now bear in mind that we have not mentioned the subject of the Olympics but we are talking about the making of an Olympian.

- There must be challenges to this person’s talent by way of competitions where they will see how they measure up to other competitors.

- Strengths and weakness must be evaluated to see where improvements can be made.

- Now when their trainers feel they are ready for the Olympics there must be one more thing that takes place; can you guess? They must try out and be accepted; understand this, they will be accepted based on their previous performances and challenges.

Did you see the process? Things just didn’t happen overnight, it took many years to achieve the purposed desire and fulfill the dream, and it took sacrifice and devotion to accomplish this.

In the same token Jesus said in Matthew 22:14 For many are called, but few are chosen. 
What determines who is chosen and who is not?  Jesus also mentioned that the way would be difficult; Matthew 7:13 "Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. 14 For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.

Jesus also said that if you want to follow me you must deny yourself take up your cross and follow me. Matthew 16:24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. 

2Timothy 2:20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. 21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work. 


Process of “Refinement”

Anyone who is willing to heed the call of the Lord will go through a process, remember Jesus said that many are called but few are chosen;   Matthew 22:14 For many are called, but few are chosen.  This process is God’s way of separating those who will be committed to the call and will not be pulled away by the deceits of the flesh and emotions here is an example of this in John chapter 6, please read verses 22- 59, here Jesus was talking to His followers in a strong spiritual way looking to see if they were spiritually understanding His message. 

Jesus was always trying to get the people to understand that there were always deeper meanings to words and would say “He that has ears let him hear” 8 times Jesus said this in the gospels to see who was truly listening and receiving.  Reference; Mark 4:9

Back to John chapter 6, After Jesus had said those things we pick up in verse 60;

John 6:60 Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it? 61 When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this offend you? 62 What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before? 63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. 
John 6:64 But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that believed not, and who should betray him. 65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father. 66 From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him. 
67 Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? 68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. 69 And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God. 

In these verses I want you to see a few key points; 

- Remember Jesus was always speaking spiritual concepts to His followers and those who did not understand this found His words difficult to receive.  Verses 60-63

- Jesus was using this opportunity to bring a separation by saying something difficult to receive yet true, as you read in verse 66 many turned away from following Jesus.

- As you read in verse 67 Jesus challenged the twelve and we see the reply by Peter that they understood that Jesus had the words of eternal life. 

Jesus also gave an example of this separation process in the gospel of Mark chapter 4 verse 14-20 read here: Mark 4:14 The sower soweth the word. 15 And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts. 16 And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; 17 And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended. 18 And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, 19 And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. 20 And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred.  
Here we see how outside influences can hinder a person from following Jesus as we see in verse 17 and 18 this also is part of the process to see how a person will react to circumstances that are not favorable but in fact many time they are hurtful.  As we see in both cases above it is the “Word” that is the target of the process first how well you understand and receive the word of God and secondly how sincerely you hold to the word of God when having to face certain issues of life.  You will face persecution, hurt, loneliness, brokenness, temptation, deception, fear, as you have seen these are part of the process that you must endure in order to fulfill your purpose in life.  These are the defining issues that must be faced in order to determine who will be chosen and who will not. Jesus said that narrow is the way; Matthew 7:13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.   

It sort of reminds me of the military, many will join with high expectations of moving up in the ranks to be someone important, so the first thing they go through is boot camp (Process) to see how able they are to see how committed they are, to see how obedient they are. Through the course of boot camp many fall away, some are injured and cannot finish, some become angry or disheartened and leave before they finish, so when it is all done those who endure will go on to more instruction and training for furthering their desired occupation in the military but there are always areas of continued training that must be successfully completed before one can move up but it must be understood that these promotions can slowly and one step at a time so perseverance and commitment is a must in order to be successful and so it is in the realm of our walk in Christ as we have discussed above in the parable of the seed and the sower, those who did not give in to the persecution and deceptions of the world but kept the word of the Lord they came out successful and brought for fruit, this is how Luke said it; Luke 8:15  But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.   

This is called the process of “Refinement” when you are put to the test to see what’s really in your heart.  Look at this passage of scripture; Malachi 3:2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. 4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.  Do you see the purpose of God’s refinement? It is so that God’s people can offer a righteous offering that is pleasing to the Lord, so in the same way God’s refines us and corrects us so that we can be better vessels of honor for the sake of the Kingdom of God, look at this scripture; Proverbs 3:11 My son, do not despise the LORD's discipline or be weary of his reproof, 12 for the LORD reproves him whom he loves, as a father the son in whom he delights.(ESV) and also Hebrews 12:6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives. (ESV)

Here are more scriptures about God’s process of “Refinement”.
2Timothy 2:20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour.  21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work. 

Psalms 66:10 For thou, O God, hast proved us: thou hast tried us, as silver is tried. 

Proverbs 17:3 The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold: but the LORD trieth the hearts. 

Hebrews 12:5 And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: 6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? 8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. 9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? 10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. 11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. 

One of the great lessons we have studied is that God always has a purpose for everything that we experience.  We have learned what we are striving for as far as our purpose in this life, we all know that we are to follow God’s will for our life and we all have an idea of the eternal life that awaits us in heaven, but do we know what comes beyond that? The apostle Paul gives us a small preview into the eternal realm in 1Corinthians chapter 6 when dealing with Christians taking legal action against one another; 1Corinthians 6:2 Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters? 3 Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to this life? 



Fitted for Service
In Eternity

Remember all of the parables that Jesus taught began with the preface “The Kingdom of Heaven is like” Look at this, in the gospel of Matthew the words “The Kingdom or Kingdom of Heaven is mentioned 47 times.
In the gospel of Mark the words “The Kingdom or the Kingdom of God” is mentioned 16 times.
In the gospel of Luke the words “The Kingdom or The Kingdom of God” are mentioned 35 times.
In the gospel of John the words “The Kingdom of God” are mentioned 2 times.  

Jesus is teaching the eternal principles of Jehovah God through parables and expecting those of us who hear to adopt them into our lives while here in this life so that we can experience the blessings of Heaven here in this life and the rewards in heaven as we obey His words.
Look at this parable for example in Matthew 25:14 For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods. 15 And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey. 16 Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made them other five talents. 17 And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two. 18 But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord's money. 19 After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them. 20 And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more.  21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 22 He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them. 23 His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 

I do not believe that Jesus would lie to make a point so if He said that the Kingdom of heaven works like this then we should accept that this is true. Look at what Jesus told the faithful servants, in the gospel of Luke there is a similar parable but Jesus speaks these words Luke 19:16  Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds. 17 And he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: because thou hast been faithful in a very little, have thou authority over ten cities.  

Lastly read what Jesus said after He had resurrected; Revelation 2:26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations:  27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; ; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father.  28 And I will give him the morning star.
	
We must understand when we will see these things.  Jesus sort of gives us the idea that there will be ruling over cities and nations in God’s eternal Kingdom doesn’t He?  Remember we will be ruling and reigning with Him throughout eternity we will not just be sitting around in heaven playing harps, but understand that there will be a new heaven and a new earth; Revelation 21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. 

And we will rule and reign with Him in God’s Eternal Kingdom forever. 

2Timothy 2:11 It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him: 12 If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us: 

Revelation 5:10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. 

There will also be rewards given to the faithful as we see in 1Corinthians 3:13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 4 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.  15 If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. 

1Corinthians 9:24 Do you not know that those running in a race all run, but one receives the prize? So run, that you may obtain. 25 And everyone who strives for the mastery is temperate in all things. Then those truly that they may receive a corruptible crown, but we an incorruptible. 26 So then I run, not as if I were uncertain. And so I fight, not as one who beats the air. 27 But I buffet my body, and lead it captive, lest proclaiming to others I myself might be rejected. (MKJV)

Matthew 16:27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works.

Revelation 2:7  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God. 

Revelation 3:5  He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.  6 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 

Revelation 3:12 Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name.  13 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 

Revelation 3:21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.  22 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]All God requires of us is to obey His word and be a doer of His word with all meekness and sincerity and be a faithful servant! 

Look at some of the people that will be remembered throughout eternity;
Noah – built the ark
Abraham – The father of our faith
Moses – the deliverer of the children of Israel
David – The city of David forever
Daniel – Would not compromise
Peter – Supernatural manifestations
Paul – Mystery of Christ revealed
Luther – stood up to the Catholic Church concerning salvation through grace

There are so many that have impacted our Christian heritage but these men and the others had one thing in common, they never compromised God’s pure word and will be remembered through eternity, so for us the test of our faithfulness and trust continues.  Take the following to heart;

Do not compromise God’s pure word. Deuteronomy 4:2 Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.

Do not allow traditions of men or the ideas of this world to be the foundation of your teachings; Matthew 15:3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition? 4 For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death. 5 But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; 6 And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. 7 Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, 8 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. 9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.

Stay under the authority of God’s word this will validate and secure you position of authority here in this world and in the world or kingdom to come.  

Remember Jesus Prayer;

Matthew 6:9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us this day our daily bread. 
12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.  

“It’s not what you believe but what you obey that determines your destiny”
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