Things to seek after

The Nature of Man

Man, by nature is a seeker, he is curious and open to experience.  The problems that man faces is, the attraction to those things that are before his eyes on a daily basis looking to take him to a place that may not be convenient.  There is a scripture that tells us that about these attractions, we’ll find it in the epistle of1 John: 1John 2:15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.      

The word “world” here means the system that controls the existence of man, for instance, it used to be that the wisdom of the Bible had a great influence in this young nation, and it used to be that there was a great moral balance in our nation.  But as time went on two things happened in this nation; 
- The church was deceived and no longer was the guiding light of morality in this country, thus legislation was passed that opened a door that allowed things like the abortion of precious unborn children, and then prayer was taken out of our public schools.

- Secondly, there came a flood of eastern religious philosophies and wisdom which opened the minds of the young people to embrace beliefs in false gods and turn away from the truth found only through Jesus Christ.  

What is the “world” system that controls the existence of man?  Let’s look at God’s Pure Word to see what it says about this.  This is what I appreciate about God’s Pure Word, it is alive and speaks to us today, it is the mind of our Father in Heaven given to us to show us the differences between what is real and what is temporary, it shows us what gives life and what will take life from you.  Look here: 2Corinthians 4:3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.  

Ephesians 2:1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 
2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.     

In these two passages of scripture alone we see that there something or someone that is in control of this world and the system of this world, we have come to understand that it is satan who is in control of this world’s system.  That is why we looked at this scripture: 1John 2:15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.      

Jesus also gave His thoughts on the subject of the world, we see in the following scriptures these thoughts: John 15:18 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. 19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 

I would like for you to pay very close attention to the prayer that Jesus prayed before He was crucified for us: John 17:12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13 And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth.  

Jesus understood the influence that the world's system would impose upon His followers, so He asked His Father to keep us in His Word. 

Remember, the enemy, the devil understands the nature of man as well and seeks to take every advantage that he can by enticement based on your basic needs.  You see every human being has basic needs, not necessarily in the same order but these basic needs are in us:
- Fellowship/ Acceptance
- Relationship 
- Love
- Sustenance
- Freedom
- Challenge

Now all of these things are designed in us by our Father in Heaven. God provides these for us to fulfill us and to provide life-giving experiences.  This is the natural design He has planned for us.  On the other hand, the devil is the enemy of all that is pure and natural.  We live in a fallen world where the thoughts and actions of man are controlled as we have shown above in the scriptures that the devil is the god of this worlds system. 

Because mankind has these basic needs that are designed to be fulfilled by God our creator, the devil has placed in this world’s system a counterfeit that seems to fulfill these basic needs at first, but in truth, they are only temporary pleasures and leave the seeking person empty and this path is a snare to the soul.  The person who follows this system will be led into a life of confusion and pain, this place is designed by the devil to take away a person’s identity so that they can no longer identify with God.  Jesus said this in the gospel of John chapter 10 referring to the devil: John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.    

This becomes a problem because, in this world’s system, there is excitement, prosperity, and happiness, but is always short-lived, there will always be a let-down that will leave a person empty and disappointed, and then they see no way out because they have been blinded, deceived by the devil.  This way many times leads to a person taking their own lives because they see no way out.  There is a great truth spoken in the scriptures: Proverbs 14:12 There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.
God’s blessings are eternal and real-life giving fulfillment.  
God’s ways give a true sense of being.
God’s ways give a true lasting love
God’s ways show true acceptance

There is no letdown or disappointment with God’s ways, only an uplifting that brings us to a good natural place.  Because God is the creator of the basic needs in men, and He is the only one who can truly meet those needs, as a person walks in His ways he will grow into the image of his eternal design, fulfilled, free and directed for eternity.


The quest for truth

 What consumes our time? Seeking relationships? Making a living? Dealing with pains of the past? Seeking an education?

The quest for life can take many roads.  Some roads are filled with hazards, while some are filled with pleasure.  Our life is a lifelong quest for answers and understanding.  But what are the questions we are asking and what are the questions we should be asking?  This is the most important part of our existence, yet many become too preoccupied asking the wrong questions which can waste a lot of the precious years that have been given to us, and once those years are gone, well they become a part of the past. 

Here is one of the problems that can hinder that quest for truth, “the world”, There was a music group in the ’70s called the temptations who came out with a song called “Ball of Confusion”.  
Here are some words to this song, remember, this came out in 1971:
People movin' out, people movin' in.
Why, because of the color of their skin.
Run, run, run, but you sho' can't hide
An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth.
Vote for me and I'll set you free
Rap on, brother, rap on.
Well, the only person talkin' 'bout love thy brother is the preacher
And it seems nobody's interested in learning but the teacher
Segregation, determination, demonstration, integration, aggravation, 
humiliation, obligation to our nation
Ball Of Confusion that's what the world is today (yeah, yeah)
The sale of pills is at an all time high 
young folks walkin' 'round with their heads in the sky 
Cities aflame in the summer time, and oh the beat goes on
Eve of destruction, tax deduction,
City inspectors, bill collectors,
Evolution, revolution, gun control, the sound of soul,
Shootin' rockets to the moon, kids growin' up too soon
Politicians say more taxes will solve ev'rything, and the band played on.

Sad to say that things are far worse today, especially for the honest soul trying to find their way through this maze of emotion, deception, and disappointment.  But still, there are questions that need to be asked.

You may ask what are the right questions and what are the wrong questions?  Let’s start with an example of the wrong question, “What do I have to do to become rich, so I have no needs?”

Why do you think that this is the wrong question?  First of all, this kind of question looks to fulfill selfish motives that are on a surface level.  Let us examine what the Pure Word of God says concerning this question: Ecclesiastes 5:10 (ISV) Whoever loves money will never have enough money. Whoever loves luxury will not be content with abundance. This also is pointless. 11 When possessions increase, so does the number of consumers; therefore what good are they to their owners, except to look at them? 12 Sweet is the sleep of a working man, whether he eats a little or a lot, but the excess wealth of the rich will not allow him to rest. 13 I have observed a painful tragedy on earth: Wealth hoarded by its owner harms him, 

Psalms 52:6 The righteous also shall see, and fear, and shall laugh at him: 7 Lo, this is the man that made not God his strength; but trusted in the abundance of his riches, and strengthened himself in his wickedness. 8 But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God: I trust in the mercy of God for ever and ever. 9 I will praise thee for ever, because thou hast done it: and I will wait on thy name; for it is good before thy saints. 
Luke 12:15 (ESV) And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 
6 And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 

In God’s eyes, there is always the right way to direct our passions and a wrong way, this is dictated by the condition of the heart as we have seen in verse 21 above. The scriptures tell us that the love of money is the root of all evil: 1Timothy 6:3 If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness; 4 He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, 5 Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself. 6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 8 And having food and raiment let us be therewith content. 9 But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. 10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 

Remember, we are discussing the questions of life, in which getting riches is just one example of many questions that will arise in the course of life.  But let’s finish the thought and ask the right question.  Which would be, “How can I obtain wealth so that I may be a blessing in this world?”  Do you see a different attitude in that question?  The object is the same, money, wealth, but the heart motive is different.  God is always looking at the condition of the heart, this shows the true intentions of a person’s life, that is why we are told to guard our heart: Proverbs 4:23 (ISV) Above everything else guard your heart, because from it flow the springs of life. 

Proverbs 28:25 He that is of a proud heart stirreth up strife: but he that putteth his trust in the LORD shall be made fat. 26 He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool: but whoso walketh wisely, he shall be delivered. 

We trust God by trusting in His Pure Word and the wisdom that comes from His word until we have our passions and emotions under control and in line with God’s word, we can easily be deceived by what we feel as the following scripture reveals.
Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? 10 I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings. 

God’s Pure Word is always there to give us the proper perspective if we allow it to reach into our hearts.  So, concerning wealth, here is what God has to say: Deuteronomy 8:11 Beware that thou forget not the LORD thy God, in not keeping his commandments, and his judgments, and his statutes, which I command thee this day: 12 Lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt therein; 13 And when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, and all that thou hast is multiplied; 14 Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the LORD thy God, which brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage; 15 Who led thee through that great and terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and scorpions, and drought, where there was no water; who brought thee forth water out of the rock of flint; 16 Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which thy fathers knew not, that he might humble thee, and that he might prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end; 17 And thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth. 18 But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day. 

Ecclesiastes 5:18 Behold that which I have seen: it is good and comely for one to eat and to drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labour that he taketh under the sun all the days of his life, which God giveth him: for it is his portion. 19 Every man also to whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath given him power to eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his labour; this is the gift of God. 20 For he shall not much remember the days of his life; because God answereth him in the joy of his heart. 

1Samuel 2:7 The LORD maketh poor, and maketh rich: he bringeth low, and lifteth up. 
8 He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory: for the pillars of the earth are the LORD'S, and he hath set the world upon them. 

1Timothy 6:17 Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; 
18 That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate; 19 Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.    

To finish this thought before we go on to the next section of this teaching, I would like to look at what Jesus Christ our Lord and Master tells us concerning hat we should consider as a valuable perspective, after all, He came for just that purpose, to give us the perspective of the kingdom of God.  I believe that when we put all of this information together from God’s Pure word, just on this one subject we will have a great understanding of how we are to approach the subject of wealth.  Jesus said; Matthew 6:19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 
Matthew 6:24 (ISV) "No one can serve two masters, because either he will hate one and love the other, or be loyal to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and riches!" 

Regardless of the question that one may be asking (we looked at only one), the effort being put forth is to “seek” after the answer.  To the selfish person, that will take them on a journey that normally does not end well as we have seen in the scripture above, the wrong journey will take them far away from their intended destiny, into a world of deceit, dishonor and selfishness as described in the following verses of scripture: 1John 2:15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. 

Ephesians 2:1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,  

The most important factor in our quest for life is, to whom do we look for the answers? 

Jesus taught that we were not to be involved with life after the fashion of the world as we read in 
Matthew 6:31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 

To the sincere hearted person, they will find the paths of life as Jesus said: Matthew 7:7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 
8 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 9 Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? 10 Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? 11 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him? 

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 

The true path to success is to follow after our creator, our Father in heaven, who is the giver of life.  It is God who has your life planned, it is God who knows what you will need to succeed.

Let us look at some truths. 

- God knew you before you were born and planned what you would be called to do, as we see in Jeremiah: Jeremiah 1:4 (ISV)This message from the LORD came to me: 5 "I knew you before I formed you in the womb; I set you apart for me before you were born; I appointed you to be a prophet to the nations."   

Even in the New Testament we see the apostle Paul testifying to the call of God on his life: Galatians 1:15 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace, 16 To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood: 

- God has your future planned so that you can always have hope.
Jeremiah 29:11 (ISV) For I know the plans that I have for you,' declares the LORD, 'plans for well-being, and not for calamity, in order to give you a future and a hope. 

- God will always have an active part in your life.
Psalms 33:14 From his dwelling place, he looks down on all the inhabitants of the earth. 
15 He formed the hearts of them all; he understands everything they do. 16 A king is not saved by a large army; a mighty soldier is not delivered by his great strength. 17 It is vain to trust in a horse for deliverance, even with its great strength, it cannot deliver. 18 Indeed, the LORD watches those who fear him; those who trust in his gracious love 
19 to deliver them from death; to keep them alive in times of famine. 20 We wait on the LORD; he is our help and our shield. 21 Indeed, our heart will rejoice in him, because we have placed our trust in his holy name. 22 LORD, may your gracious love be upon us, even as we hope in you. 

- God will always be with you.
Isaiah 41:10 Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness. 

Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 

- God’s word will never change.
Matthew 24:35 Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away. 

Even though this world seems to be a ball of confusion, in the realm of God’s kingdom it is not so, God is very organized, purposeful and specific.  Nothing is done without forethought and wisdom.  God’s thoughts are filled with purpose and design, as we see in the following passages of scripture: 1Corinthians 12:27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 28 And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles? 30 Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret? 31 But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way.   

Romans 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. 4 For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: 5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. 6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; 7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; 8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]You have a special purpose in this world, you must understand that you have been set apart for a specific purpose and that everything  you need has been provided by the wisdom of your Father in heaven.  God’s desire and plan is for you to flourish in your life’s destiny.  He tells us many times over that the secret to true success in following the principles found in His Pure Word: Joshua 1:7 Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. 8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. 

1Kings 2:3 And keep the charge of the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, to keep his statutes, and his commandments, and his judgments, and his testimonies, as it is written in the law of Moses, that thou mayest prosper in all that thou doest, and whithersoever thou turnest thyself: 

2Chronicles 31:20 And thus did Hezekiah throughout all Judah, and wrought that which was good and right and truth before the LORD his God. 21 And in every work that he began in the service of the house of God, and in the law, and in the commandments, to seek his God, he did it with all his heart, and prospered. 


Things to seek

Seek the Lord
Deuteronomy 4:29 But if from thence thou shalt seek the LORD thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him with all thy heart and with all thy soul.

1Chronicles 16:10 Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart of them rejoice that seek the LORD. 11 Seek the LORD and his strength, seek his face continually. 12 Remember his marvellous works that he hath done, his wonders, and the judgments of his mouth; 

1Chronicles 28:9 And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the LORD searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever. 

Isaiah 55:6 Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: 

Psalms 27:8 When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, LORD, will I seek. 

Psalms 32:6 For this shall every one that is godly pray unto thee in a time when thou mayest be found: surely in the floods of great waters they shall not come nigh unto him. 
7 Thou art my hiding place; thou shalt preserve me from trouble; thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance. Selah. 

Psalms 105:4 Seek the LORD, and his strength: seek his face evermore. 5 Remember his marvellous works that he hath done; his wonders, and the judgments of his mouth; 

Jeremiah 29:12 Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you. 13 And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart. 

Zephaniah 2:3 Seek ye the LORD, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought his judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the LORD'S anger. 
Hebrews 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

Asa's Religious Reforms
2Chronicles 15:1 And the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded: 2 And he went out to meet Asa, and said unto him, Hear ye me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin; The LORD is with you, while ye be with him; and if ye seek him, he will be found of you; but if ye forsake him, he will forsake you. 3 Now for a long season Israel hath been without the true God, and without a teaching priest, and without law. 4 But when they in their trouble did turn unto the LORD God of Israel, and sought him, he was found of them. 5 And in those times there was no peace to him that went out, nor to him that came in, but great vexations were upon all the inhabitants of the countries. 6 And nation was destroyed of nation, and city of city: for God did vex them with all adversity. 7 Be ye strong therefore, and let not your hands be weak: for your work shall be rewarded. 
8 And when Asa heard these words, and the prophecy of Oded the prophet, he took courage, and put away the abominable idols out of all the land of Judah and Benjamin, and out of the cities which he had taken from mount Ephraim, and renewed the altar of the LORD, that was before the porch of the LORD. 9 And he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and the strangers with them out of Ephraim and Manasseh, and out of Simeon: for they fell to him out of Israel in abundance, when they saw that the LORD his God was with him. 10 So they gathered themselves together at Jerusalem in the third month, in the fifteenth year of the reign of Asa. 11 And they offered unto the LORD the same time, of the spoil which they had brought, seven hundred oxen and seven thousand sheep. 12 And they entered into a covenant to seek the LORD God of their fathers with all their heart and with all their soul; 13 That whosoever would not seek the LORD God of Israel should be put to death, whether small or great, whether man or woman. 14 And they sware unto the LORD with a loud voice, and with shouting, and with trumpets, and with cornets. 15 And all Judah rejoiced at the oath: for they had sworn with all their heart, and sought him with their whole desire; and he was found of them: and the LORD gave them rest round about. 16 And also concerning Maachah the mother of Asa the king, he removed her from being queen, because she had made an idol in a grove: and Asa cut down her idol, and stamped it, and burnt it at the brook Kidron. 17 But the high places were not taken away out of Israel: nevertheless the heart of Asa was perfect all his days. 18 And he brought into the house of God the things that his father had dedicated, and that he himself had dedicated, silver, and gold, and vessels. 19 And there was no more war unto the five and thirtieth year of the reign of Asa. 

Paul Addresses the Areopagus
Act 17:22  So Paul stood up in front of the Areopagus and said, "Men of Athens, I see that you are very religious in every way. 
23 For as I was walking around and looking closely at the objects you worship, I even found an altar with this written on it: 'To an unknown god.' So I am telling you about the unknown object you worship. 24 The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth. He doesn't live in shrines made by human hands, 25 and he isn't served by people as if he needed anything. He himself gives everyone life, breath, and everything else. 26 From one man he made every nation of humanity to live all over the earth, fixing the seasons of the year and the national boundaries within which they live, 27 so that they might look for God, somehow reach for him, and find him. Of course, he is never far from any one of us. 28 For we live, move, and exist because of him, as some of your own poets have said: 'For we are his children, too.' 29 So if we are God's children, we shouldn't think that the divine being is like gold, silver, or stone, or is an image carved by humans using their own imagination and skill. 30 Though God has overlooked those times of ignorance, he now commands everyone everywhere to repent, 31 because he has set a day when he is going to judge the world with justice through a man whom he has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead." 32When they heard about a resurrection of the dead, some began joking about it, while others said, "We will hear you again about this." 

Seek Righteousness
Psalms 94:14 For the LORD will not cast off his people, neither will he forsake his inheritance. 15 But judgment shall return unto righteousness: and all the upright in heart shall follow it. 

Proverbs 15:9 The way of the wicked is an abomination unto the LORD: but he loveth him that followeth after righteousness. 

Isaiah 51:1 Hearken to me, ye that follow after righteousness, ye that seek the LORD: look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye are digged. 

Zephaniah 2:3 Seek ye the LORD, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought his judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the LORD'S anger. 4 For Gaza shall be forsaken, and Ashkelon

Matthew 5:6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.

1Timothy 6:11 But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. 

Seek Good
Proverbs 11:27 He that diligently seeketh good procureth favour: but he that seeketh mischief, it shall come unto him.

Seek Wisdom
Proverbs 14:6 A scorner seeketh wisdom, and findeth it not: but knowledge is easy unto him that understandeth.

Seek Knowledge
Proverbs 15:14 The heart of him that hath understanding seeketh knowledge: but the mouth of fools feedeth on foolishness.

Seek Love
Proverbs 17:9 He that covereth a transgression seeketh love; but he that repeateth a matter separateth very friends.

Seek Truth
Jeremiah 5:1 Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth judgment, that seeketh the truth; and I will pardon it.

Seek Peace
Psalms 34:14 Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it.
Ezekiel 7:25 Destruction cometh; and they shall seek peace, and there shall be none.
1Peter 3:11 Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it.

Seek to edify the church
1Corinthians 14:12 Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the church.

Seek things above
Colossians 3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.

Seek the Kingdom of God
Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 
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