


True holiness

Revelation vs. Regulation

We live in a culture that has regulations for everything from gas prices to food prices, from speed limits to house construction regulations.  Look around and you will find a regulation staring you in the face.  
Although regulations are good in one sense, they bring imposition into our lives whether we benefit from them or not.  The problem we have in our culture is, the people regulating and why are they so willing to impose upon the lives of a free people?  The answer is simple, control!! And Greed!! Let’s face it, if you can control the masses you can control the money that flows through the masses. The end result is, somebody is going to profit and most likely it won’t be us.  
With this in mind we must look at Christianity in the same light.  We have over the years seen a decline in the effectiveness of the church here in our country.  While all around the rest of the world great revival is taking place. The word God doesn’t carry the authority it used to as it did 50 – 60 years ago in our country.  Although today we see mega churches with regular attendances of 4,000 – 5,000 and upwards to 10,000 people all over this country from east to west, but we see more and more unholiness in our churches, we see more and more disappointment with the church.  
Then we see more and more Christian liberties taken away through regulations, like God and prayer taken out of our schools.  Godly reminders like the Ten Commandments are being taken down from public places and the Cross of Christ not displayed in some public places as well as the influx of more ungodliness coming into this nation, not holiness.  
We, as a thinking people must ask, why this is happening? What is out of order?  I believe the answer is “regulation.” Human nature is always the same, so some things never change, like man trying to regulate the things of God. Jesus said to the Pharisees of His time, Matthew15:3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition? 
Mark 7:9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition. 
Mark 7:13 Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such like things do ye. 
In these 3 verses we see the word “tradition” and if we look at Strong’s bible dictionary, we see G3862 παράδοσις / paradosis / par-ad'-os-is
From G3860; transmission, that is, (concretely) a precept; specifically, the Jewish traditionary law: - ordinance, tradition.

The word ordinance means regulation. Jesus accused the Pharisees or religious leaders of putting their own religious regulations in front of God’s pure Word.  The end result was a dead religion based on men’s words and opinions.  Matthew 15:8 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. 9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.
Matthew 23:4 For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers.   
Here we see how Jesus pointed out the failure and selfishness of religious leaders and revealed how they had substituted their own ideas for the pure Word of God to regulate how God was to be understood.  This was done to make God so hard to find that it would take the wisdom of the religious leaders to reveal God to the people, thus the lives of God’s people were controlled for their own purposes, to the point that no one except the religious leaders, had access to God’s Word and it was up to these leaders to interpret the meaning of God’s Word to the people. 
Because of the lack of seeking God with a contrite and broken spirit, the religious leaders became haughty in their hearts and knowledge; thus, there was no fresh revelation of God being manifested.  The flow of the Holy Spirit was quenched by their pride.  When there is no fresh revelation of God, there is no vision, and where there is no vision, the people perish; Proverbs 29:18 Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.  
Look in the book of 1Samuel 3:1 And the child Samuel ministered unto the LORD before Eli. And the word of the LORD was precious in those days; there was no open vision.  Now at this time Eli was the official priest of Israel. Unfortunately, he was a corrupt priest as well as his sons who were the main ones involved with the priestly activities. Through their corruption God’s people were led into idol worship 1 Samuel 2:12 and so there was no fresh revelation of God being manifest to the people by the priest. Therefore the fear of the Lord was not present and God’s people did what they wanted with no regard to the commands written by God’s own finger.  
Moving forward to today as it has happened so many times before, we see a lack of fresh revelation in our churches, so as a result only one thing can happen, history repeats itself. Some of our Christian leaders are using bad manipulative teaching to control God’s people, doctrines of demons are being preached from church pulpits believe it or not. 
When I say doctrines of demons, I mean teachings that compromise God’s pure truth such as, healing is not for today, homosexuals being ordained as ministers and allowed to preach from the pulpits, teachings that say the gifts of the Holy Spirit have passed and are not for today, some churches teach that the devil is not real, teachings that condemn believers instead of encouraging them. 
Let me give you a personal example; when I was in high school I was on fire for the Lord and was always looking to fellowship with believers, if I didn’t have school or went in late to work I was at the church gleaning from my pastor, one day my friend and I were driving in town and passed by a tent meeting, I thought that it would be a blessing to be in a meeting with other believers, granted, we were driving around and weren’t dressed in church clothes.  
We entered the tent and sat down in the back because the meeting was in progress, they had a lady evangelist preaching up a storm, then she seen us and started preaching on the evils of improper dress and how today’s young people are hell bound because of their ungodly attitudes, I had jeans on, and my friend had modest length shorts on.  
My pastor’s wife happened to be there and said, “we all know who she is preaching at as she smiled”.  Even though I was a believer I felt no love of Christ coming from that pulpit, how sad. That was not a Holy Spirit inspired message. Only an attempt to regulate what holiness is supposed to be. 
We need to understand this truth… if the Holy Spirit is not in control, then man is in control and everything that comes with that line of thinking is flesh not Spirit.  
You see fresh revelation brings us more of the knowledge of God and His pure ways, but the lack of it brings spiritual and physical destruction as it says in Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.

Holiness
One area that has been totally misrepresented by the religious clergy is Holiness, I have seen so many Christians frustrated and made to feel like second class citizens because they think they don’t measure up to some standard that has been set so high that it can’t be seen but expected to be attained.  How well it was stated in Acts 15 when the Pharisees tried to mandate the new gentile Christians should follow the law of Moses; Acts 15:10 Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor were able to bear?
I want to take some time to set a foundation so you can understand the true nature of God, and what we can expect from Him as our Father. If you understand anything understand this; God’s word is His nature and character revealed.  John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
1John 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; 
2 (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;)
God reveals truth always with no shadow of deceit, so if we expose ourselves to Gods Pure Word, we will always find truth; Psalms 138:2 I will worship toward Your holy temple, and give thanks to Your name for Your mercy, and for Your truth; for You have magnified Your Word above all Your name. (LIVT), and that truth can always be counted on because God does not change once He makes a decree or promise. Numbers 23:19 God is no mere human! He doesn't tell lies or change his mind. God always keeps his promises. (CEV) 
Man on the other hand, within himself cannot operate on the same level of truth because the natural man relies on the heart or feelings, and it is deceitful.  Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?  Man will compromise his morals because of selfish ambition, skewed logic and knowledge. Proverbs 28:26 He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool: but whoso walketh wisely, he shall be delivered. Man’s inclination is always to do things his own way regardless of the consequences; unfortunately it doesn’t always end up good. Proverbs 14:12 There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.
The following is a scriptural lesson on true Holiness. Revelation 15:3 And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints. 4 Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments are made manifest.
If you notice what I underlined, it says, “For only Thou art holy”. The first thing we need to understand and get in our heart is that Holiness originates with Jehovah God not man. Let’s think this out clearly, why did God have to send Jesus Christ to die on the cross? Isn’t it because man was unable to live up to God’s standards or qualifications for entrance into Gods kingdom? Sin it is called, Romans 3:23 says it this way; For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 
Man, us, we cannot in and of ourselves earn salvation and entrance into heaven, so what makes you think you can be holy by your own volition?  Not possible!  Why?  Because holiness and everything that pertains to it comes from God not man. 2Corinthians 3:5 Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think anything as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God;  
   
True Holiness Defined
Let’s look at some detailed scriptures from the Old Testament and the New and see what they have to say.  If we are faithful to study comparing scripture to scripture, we can come to a truthful conclusion.
The following are verses that contain the word Holy, and the Hebrew definition for those verses in the Old Testament, and Greek definitions for those verses found in the New Testament. 

The Strong’s comprehensive dictionary and concordance is our reference tool. 
Exodus 19:6 And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.
Deuteronomy 28:9 The LORD shall establish thee an holy people unto himself, as he hath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the commandments of the LORD thy God, and walk in his ways. 
The word “Holy” is H6918  קדשׁ    קדושׁ- qâdôsh  qâdôsh  kaw-doshe', kaw-doshe'
From H6942; sacred (ceremonially or morally); (as noun) God (by eminence), an angel, a saint, a sanctuary: - holy (One), saint. 
Qadosh literally means "to be set apart for a special purpose.

Exodus 20:8 Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
H6942   קדשׁ/ qâdash / kaw-dash'
 A primitive root; to be (causatively make, pronounce or observe as) clean (ceremonially or morally): - appoint, bid, consecrate, dedicate, defile, hallow, (be, keep) holy (-er, place), keep, prepare, proclaim, purify, sanctify (-ied one, self), X wholly.
Qadash literally means to consecrate, sanctify, prepare, dedicate, be hallowed, be holy, be sanctified, be separate.

Exodus 3:5 And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.  
Exodus 15:11 Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods? who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders? 
H6944 קדשׁ   qôdesh   ko'-desh   
From H6942; a sacred place or thing; rarely abstractly sanctity: - consecrated (thing), dedicated (thing), hallowed (thing), holiness, (X most) holy (X day, portion, thing), saint, sanctuary.
Qodesh literally means; Holiness, sanctity; a holy place, sanctuary; that which is holy or consecrated.


Psalms 86:2 Preserve my soul; for I am holy: O thou my God, save thy servant that trusteth in thee.  
H2623  חסיד - --châsı̂yd  khaw-seed'
From H2616; properly kind, that is, (religiously) pious (a saint): - godly (man), good, holy (one), merciful, saint, [un-] godly.
Chasiyd / Khaw-seed literally means a person who is consecrated.

Ezekiel 21:2 Son of man, set thy face toward Jerusalem, and drop thy word toward the holy places, and prophesy against the land of Israel,  
H4720  מקּדשׁ    מקדּשׁ- miqdâsh  miqqedâsh  mik-dawsh', mik-ked-awsh’ From H6942; a consecrated thing or place, especially a palace, sanctuary (whether of Jehovah or of idols) or asylum: - chapel, hallowed part, holy place, sanctuary.
Miqdash means holy place or sanctuary.

Daniel 4:8 But at the last Daniel came in before me, whose name was Belteshazzar, according to the name of my god, and in whom is the spirit of the holy gods: and before him I told the dream, saying,
Daniel 4:8 But at the last Daniel came in before me, whose name was Belteshazzar, according to the name of my god, and in whom is the spirit of the holy gods: and before him I told the dream, saying,  
H6922  קדּישׁ- qaddı̂ysh  kad-deesh' (Chaldee)
corresponding to H6918: - holy (One), saint.
As you can see by the scriptures you’ve just read it seems that the meaning of the word Holy is to be consecrated, dedicated and sacred.  All of these are decrees or decisions by Jehovah God.
This separation of a people was decided by Jehovah God long before these events took place, some 400 + years, but when He says it will be, know and understand, IT WILL BE.  Jehovah made a promise Abraham in Genesis 13:16 And I will make your seed as the dust of the earth, so that if a man can count the dust of the earth, then your seed also will be counted. (LITV) 
Genesis 15:13 And He said to Abram, Knowing you must know that your seed shall be an alien in a land not theirs; and they shall serve them. And they shall afflict them four hundred years; 14 and I also will judge that nation whom they shall serve; and afterward they shall come out with great substance. (LITV)  
Let’s look at some verses that say the word “Holy” in the New Testament and see what we discover.  The scripture reference is first and then the Strong’s Concordance definition.
Matthew 1:18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.
1Timothy 2:8 I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.  
G3741 ὅσιος - Hosios  hos'-ee-os- 
Of uncertain affinity; properly right (by intrinsic or divine character; thus distinguished from G1342, which refers rather to human statutes and relations; from G2413, which denotes formal consecration; and from G40, which relates to purity from defilement), that is, hallowed (pious, sacred, sure): - holy, mercy, shalt be.

Luke 1:75 In holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of our life.  
G3742 ὁσιό siotēs  hos-ee-ot'-ace- From G3741; piety: - holiness.
Acts 3:12 And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had made this man to walk?  
G2150  εὐσέβεια- Eusebeia  yoo-seb'-i-ah
From G2152; piety; specifically the gospel scheme: - godliness, holiness.

Romans 6:19 I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness.  
G38 ἁγιασμός-Hagiasmos  hag-ee-as-mos'  From G37; properly purification, that is, (the state) purity; concretely (by Hebraism) a purifier: - holiness, sanctification.

1Peter 1:15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.   
G40 ἅγιος - Hagios  hag'-ee-os - From ἅγος hagos  (an awful thing) compare G53, [H2282]; sacred (physically pure, morally blameless or religious, ceremonially consecrated): - (most) holy (one, thing), saint.
Hebrew 12:10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. 
 G41 ἁγιότης- hagiotēs  hag-ee-ot'-ace  From G40; sanctity (that is, properly the state): - holiness.

Romans 1:4 And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead:  
G42    ἁγιωσύνη- hagiōsunē  hag-ee-o-soo'-nay  From G40; sacredness (that is, properly the quality): - holiness.

Here we have seen definitions with the words Piety and Sacred mostly.  What do these mean?
The following is from Webster’s dictionary;
Piety - pi·e·ty noun \ˈpī-ə-tē\: devotion to God : the quality or state of being pious
1:  the quality or state of being pious: as  
a:  fidelity to natural obligations (as to parents)  
b:  dutifulness in religion:  devoutness 
2:  an act inspired by piety 
3:  a conventional belief or standard:  orthodoxy

Sa´cred
1. Set apart by solemn religious ceremony; especially, in a good sense, made holy; set apart to religious use; consecrated; not profane or common; as, a sacred place; a sacred day; sacred service. 
2. Relating to religion, or to the services of religion; not secular; religious; as, sacred history.
3. Designated or exalted by a divine sanction; possessing the highest title to obedience, honor, reverence, or veneration; entitled to extreme reverence; venerable.
4. Hence, not to be profaned or violated; inviolable.
5. Consecrated; dedicated; devoted; - with to.
6. Solemnly devoted, in a bad sense, as to evil, vengeance, curse, or the like; accursed; baleful.
In these scripture verses and definitions what did you glean?
Another good practice in interpreting scripture is to look at the flipside of things, we took a long time to look at the definitions of holy and holiness, now, let’s look at what it means to be unholy, that may shed even more light on our search for truth.
Unholy 
Leviticus 10:10 And that ye may put difference between holy and unholy, and between unclean and clean;   
 H2455 חל-chôl – khole  From H2490; properly exposed; hence profane: - common, profane (place), unholy.

Acts 10:14 But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean. 
Acts 11:8 But I said, Not so, Lord: for nothing common or unclean hath at any time entered into my mouth.   
Hebrews 10:29 Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?  
G2839 κοινός-koinos - koy-nos' Probably from G4862; common, that is, (literally) shared by all or several, or (ceremonially) profane: - common, defiled, unclean, unholy.

Acts 10:15 And the voice spake unto him again the second time, What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common. 
Acts 11:9 But the voice answered me again from heaven, What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common.   
G2840 κοινόω-koinoō - koy-no'-o  From G2839; to make (or consider) profane (ceremonially): - call common, defile, pollute, unclean.

1Timothy 1:9 Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, 
2Timothy 3:2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,   
G462 - ἀνόσιος - anosios -an-os'-ee-os From G1 (as a negative particle) and G3741; wicked: - unholy.
Did you see that? Most of the definitions of what we seen for unholy is the word common, it means to be like everyone else.  When the apostle Paul was writing to the Church at Corinth, he wrote these words; 2 Corinthians 6:17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.  
As Christians we are to be separated unto God and to be different than the world, just as God told the children of Israel in Leviticus 18:3 You shall not do as they do in the land of Egypt, where you lived, and you shall not do as they do in the land of Canaan, to which I am bringing you. You shall not walk in their statutes.
Let us look further in to the word “Holy”.
Holy Bread
Here in this next story we see David coming to a priest and asking for bread, all that the priest has was Holy bread, but the question we need to ask is, what makes this bread HOLY? We know that the bread cannot do anything in and of itself to be holy.  It was deemed Holy after it was baked and dedicated for the service of the Lord.  
1Samuel 21: 3 Now what do you have here with you? Give me five loaves of bread or whatever you can find."  4 "I don't have any regular bread on hand," the priest answered David, "just holy bread—but only if your troops have abstained from sexual activity."  5 "Definitely," David answered the priest. "Whenever I go out to war, women are off-limits; that's our standard operating procedure. Even on regular missions, the men's gear is kept holy. That's even more true today, with the mission holy along with the gear."(CEB)  
Again, here is the definition for this word Holy; H6944 קדשׁ   qôdesh   ko'-desh   
From H6942; a sacred place or thing; rarely abstractly sanctity: - consecrated (thing), dedicated (thing), hallowed (thing), holiness, (X most) holy (X day, portion, thing), saint, sanctuary.
We should note here that the same word for Holy is used in this passage of scripture that we looked at earlier found in Exodus 15:11 Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods? who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders? 
Holy Jerusalem
Jerusalem the great Holy city of David is a great example of how God views things when it comes to holiness.  We all know that Jerusalem is the Holy city of God and will be at the apex of the world in the end times, did you ever wonder how Jerusalem came to be the Holy city of God? As you will see, it did not have Holy ancestry.
One of the first mentions of the city is in Genesis 14:18 then known as Salem, Genesis 14:18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the most high God.  
History has it under the control of the Egyptians for a time until Egypt began to dissolve, and it came under the control of the Jebusites.  In Joshua 18 we see it as Jebusi, one of the conquered cities and given as an inheritance to the tribe of Benjamin to occupy; Joshua 18:28 And Zelah, Eleph, and Jebusi, which is Jerusalem, Gibeath, and Kirjath; fourteen cities with their villages. This is the inheritance of the children of Benjamin according to their families. 
Because they did not utterly destroy the Jebusites they eventually lost it back to them.
In Judges we see the city known as Jebus; Judges 19:10 But the man would not tarry that night, but he rose up and departed, and came over against Jebus, which is Jerusalem; and there were with him two asses saddled, his concubine also was with him.  
In 2 Samuel 5:6-9 we have the story of how David went to Jerusalem and took the city and laid claim of it and then it became known as the City of David. 2 Samuel 5:6 And the king and his men went to Jerusalem unto the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land: which spake unto David, saying, Except thou take away the blind and the lame, thou shalt not come in hither: thinking, David cannot come in hither.  7 Nevertheless David took the strong hold of Zion: the same is the city of David. 8 And David said on that day, Whosoever getteth up to the gutter, and smiteth the Jebusites, and the lame and the blind, that are hated of David's soul, he shall be chief and captain. Wherefore they said, The blind and the lame shall not come into the house.  9 So David dwelt in the fort, and called it the city of David. And David built round about from Millo and inward.  
We see that Jerusalem was a heathen city for thousands of years before David took it but what made it to be a Holy city? Basically, David proclaimed it to be the “City of David” and later, King Solomon designated Jerusalem to be a worship center for the nation of Israel.  So it was separated unto the Lord and called “Holy” as we have seen from all of the definitions above.
Holiness as we have seen in the scriptures is not what you do but who you are. It has been decreed by God that your are Holy, that is called out and set apart, consecrated and sanctified by Jehovah God to be a special people; 1Peter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:  by virtue of that calling you do what is right and Godly because you are called to manifest His Glory through your good works.  
Holiness is an attitude by which we approach this life. I love God and desire to serve Him with all my heart, soul, mind and strength. I desire to know my savior as the apostle Paul said in Philippians 3:10 to know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, having been conformed to His death, 11 if somehow I may attain to a resurrection out of the dead. 12 Not that I already received or already have been perfected, but I press on, if I also may lay hold, inasmuch as I also was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 13 Brothers, I do not count myself to have laid hold, but one thing I do, forgetting the things behind, and stretching forward to those things before, 14 I press on after a mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
What does True Holiness look like?
Teachers, preachers have tried to correlate holiness as an issue of dealing with sin, but the scriptures do not say that, in fact I will show you in Isaiah 66 a verse that will put things into perspective when it comes to holiness.  Like I said before, sometimes to get a good definition of what something is, you need to see what it is not, by evaluating the opposite definitions.  See here in Isaiah 66:17 They that sanctify themselves, and purify themselves in the gardens behind one tree in the midst, eating swine's flesh, and the abomination, and the mouse, shall be consumed together, saith the LORD
What I want to point out is the word “sanctify”, in the Hebrew the word is קדשׁ/ qâdash / kaw-dash'
This is in Strong’s concordance is the number H6942   קדשׁ/ qâdash / kaw-dash' 
A primitive root; to be (causatively make, pronounce or observe as) clean (ceremonially or morally): - appoint, bid, consecrate, dedicate, defile, hallow, (be, keep) holy (-er, place), keep, prepare, proclaim, purify, sanctify (-ied one, self), X wholly.
This has the same definition for the word “Hallow” as in this scripture in Leviticus 22:32 Neither shall ye profane my holy name; but I will be “hallowed” among the children of Israel: I am the LORD which hallow you, and the same for the word “Holy” in Haggai 2:12 If one bear holy flesh in the skirt of his garment, and with his skirt do touch bread, or pottage, or wine, or oil, or any meat, shall it be “holy”? And the priests answered and said, No.
So we see the word sanctify simply put means to be separated or be dedicated for a purpose period! it has nothing to do with doing right or wrong.  Don’t misunderstand me I’m not saying we are free to sin and do whatever we want that is the farthest from the truth.  
We shall look at the biblical issue of sin in another teaching called “God is bigger than our sin”.  It is there that we shall look at “sin” and see it in the light of God’s truth not in man’s carnal wisdom. 
But let’s be real about this whole issue, were the children of Israel really a sinless people?  No they were complainers, doubtful, fearful, disobedient, at one time God wanted to destroy them and start over but Moses interceded for them and God did not destroy them. 
Exodus 32:9 And the LORD said to Moses, "I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-necked people. 10 Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them, in order that I may make a great nation of you."  Not a picture of Holiness. 
Still Jehovah considered them a Holy people not based on their own righteousness; Deuteronomy 9:5 Not because of your righteousness or the uprightness of your heart are you going in to possess their land, but because of the wickedness of these nations the LORD your God is driving them out from before you, and that he may confirm the word that the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.  But because of a promise, and God is still a covenant God and we are the children of that covenant; Galatians 29 And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise.
Holiness is and attitude of the heart recognizing that you have been rescued from a life of darkness and death and living for the one who rescued you.  Because of a deep sense of love, gratitude and appreciation, you want to serve the giver of life because your eyes have been opened to the truth.  On the other hand, have you seen the dedication and fervor people serve other religions like Islam? They are very dedicated and deeply devoted to their belief, it shapes their lives and makes them separated from others.  We can use the same observations in anything that becomes a lifestyle from sports to the arts to academics, to excel in either of these it takes devotion or separation.  If you were to ask any of these people about their profession, you would gather that it is sacred to them, they approach it with a reverence or seriousness.  
Here I would like to interject a thought given to me by the Holy Spirit for clarification, please meditate on this; If Holiness is the absence of sin in one’s life, then if we sin, we are no longer holy, true? So then how do you become holy again, and when do you become holy again?  Is holiness an up and down up and down experience? This would be very confusing wouldn’t it?  Maybe that is why the body of Christ is seems to be so unbalanced because of an unbalanced teaching.
But in the realm of the Christian belief it also encapsulates the spiritual realm and the eternal realm which places a different focus on our life here in this world.   
The apostle Paul surmised so powerfully the definition of Holiness in Philippians 3:10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; 11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. 12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 
This is true Holiness. 
Now let me show you some scriptures that use the same word as defined as Holy; by the way there are 171 in the Old Testament alone but here are a few of them.
Here is the definition again from the Strong’s concordance; taken from the passage found in;
Exodus 20:8 Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. (H6942) 
H6942   קדשׁ/ qâdash / kaw-dash'
 A primitive root; to be (causatively make, pronounce or observe as) clean (ceremonially or morally): - appoint, bid, consecrate, dedicate, defile, hallow, (be, keep) holy (-er, place), keep, prepare, proclaim, purify, sanctify (-ied one, self), X wholly.
Qadash literally means to consecrate, sanctify, prepare, dedicate, be hallowed, be holy, be sanctified, be separate.
The following are scriptures that have the same definition as H6942- qadash
Genesis 2:3 And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified H6942 it: because that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made.  
Exodus 19:10 And the LORD said unto Moses, go unto the people, and sanctifyH6942 them today and tomorrow, and let them wash their clothes, 
Exodus 20:8 Remember the sabbath day to keep it holy. H6942
Exodus 29:1 And this is the thing that thou shalt do unto them to hallow. H6942 them, to minister unto me in the priest's office: Take one young bullock, and two rams without blemish
Leviticus 6:26 The priest that offereth it for sin shall eat it: in the holy place shall it be eaten, in the court of the tabernacle of the congregation. 27 Whatsoever shall touch the flesh thereof shall be holy. H6942: and when there is sprinkled of the blood thereof upon any garment, thou shalt wash that whereon it was sprinkled in the holy place.
Leviticus 8:12 And he poured of the anointing oil upon Aaron's head, and anointed him, to sanctify. H6942: him.
Leviticus 22:32 Neither shall ye profane my holy name; but I will be hallowed H6942 among the children of Israel: I am the LORD which hallow H6942 you,
Numbers 7:1 And it came to pass on the day that Moses had fully set up the tabernacle, and had anointed it, and sanctified H6942 it, and all the instruments thereof, both the altar and all the vessels thereof, and had anointed them, and sanctified H6942 them;
But you may say, “I don’t feel holy” remember holiness is not a feeling, it is a state of being because of God’s choosing, and as result of that choosing, we are separated from others, different than others with a different future than others.  Read here in these verses; 
2Timothy 1:9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,
Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; 8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; 9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:
2Thessalonians 2:13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: 14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Peter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:
To put things into perspective, what is Holy? As we read in 2 Timothy the Calling is Holy. Holiness is being different or separated from the world, living by a different set of values, we as Christians were chosen by Jehovah to be different from the world.  
Holiness is being separate from the world not being drawn into the lifestyle of paganism, secularism and humanism in deed or thought.  The born-again Christian is one who has accepted the call to come out from among them and be separate, and to trust in the ways of Jesus Christ through faith in His grace and shed blood, and live as He has outlined in His Holy Word knowing that Jehovah has our best interest in mind.  
The Apostle Paul explains it like one who is an athlete: 1 Corinthians 9:24 You've all been to the stadium and seen the athletes race. Everyone runs; one wins. Run to win. 25 All good athletes train hard. They do it for a gold medal that tarnishes and fades. You're after one that's gold eternally. 26 I don't know about you, but I'm running hard for the finish line. I'm giving it everything I've got. No sloppy living for me! 27 I'm staying alert and in top condition. I'm not going to get caught napping, telling everyone else all about it and then missing out myself. (MSG) 
2Timothy 2:5 And also if anyone competes he is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. (LEB)
But for now, ponder on the privilege you have, to be called into fellowship with the Almighty King of Kings and Everlasting giver of life who purposed from the beginning of time that you should share in His glory.  Amen and Amen
2Corinthians 6:17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.
Psalms 1:1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.

Colossians 1:21 Even to you, who in times past were alienated and hostile in your minds because of your evil works, peace has now been given, 22 through the sacrifice of His body and His death, so that He may raise you before Him, holy and without reproach and blameless 23 if you continue in your faith and your foundation is firm, and if you are not moved from the hope of the gospel which you have heard and which has been preached to every creature under heaven, for which, I Paul, have become a minister.  (Lamsa)
Exodus 19:5 Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: 6 And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.
Ephesians 4:22That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.
God has chosen you out of the world to be a vessel of Holiness, you did not choose yourself. 
God has made all of the provisions for you to successfully live according to His precepts.
God has created and clothed you in righteousness and true Holiness.
God has separated you for His work.
[bookmark: _GoBack]God has declared you to be a Chosen Generation, a Royal Priesthood and a Holy Nation.
God has said it and it is so!

God Bless you!
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