Understanding Context
Properly examining the scriptures

One of the things we must understand to properly interpret scripture is to know the setting in which the letters have been written and why the letters were written. This will keep us from presenting false ideas and corrupting the truth as many have tried to do to get people to follow them; 2Corinthians 2:17 For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ. 

2Corinthians 4:2 But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 

False doctrines arise when the scriptures are framed to bring about an idea that is not consistent with the character of God and when they are taken out of their context or true meaning. We also get into trouble when we don’t use the scriptures to verify scripture for truth and consistency.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Many times, we must do some research to find out what was happening at the time that a letter was written. This is called understanding the context.  For this we shall examine one of the apostle Paul’s letters to Timothy.  Remember the apostle Paul was sent to the gentile nations, his letters to Timothy were sent to Ephesus which is now modern-day Turkey.  This the apostle Paul instructed; 1Timothy 2:9 In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; 10 But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works. 11 Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. 12 But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence.  This passage of scripture has long been a source of controversy but understanding what was happening at that time will help bring clarity to what the apostle Paul was truly saying.
 
At the time of this letter Ephesus was a city devoted to the goddess Diana, we see this also in the book of Acts chapter 19.  Now there were great temples dedicated to Diana and being a female idol, thus, the temple and the city was ruled by a priestess (woman) who had great control over the religion and religious affairs of the city.  Being a priestess meant that this woman was very rich, so she wore the most elaborate clothing and she had her hair made up elaborately, being adorned with gold, pearls and much adornment.  Her face was probably painted beautifully with the best products available.  At that time if you were a woman she was the model to imitate, who wouldn’t want to be like her?  It’s the same today with those who are considered stars, the wear trendy clothes or hair styles and then you see people everywhere copying them.  So, it was in the time that the apostle Paul sent this instruction to Timothy. 

Here the apostle Paul is trying to bring about a change in the minds of the people who were accustomed to idol worship remember they had just received the gospel in Ephesus so there were many changes that needed to take place to be godly in the image of Christ.  In Ephesus it was the woman who has control who was the authority.  But that is not that way that God had designed the relationship between men and women.  Paul makes it clear in the next verses in 1 Timothy 2; 1Timothy 2:13 For Adam was first formed, then Eve. 14 And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression. 15 Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety. 

Paul is not against the woman he is just bringing change to the minds of the believers in Ephesus who were used to doing things according to the culture of the region.

Does this now give more insight into what the apostle Paul was saying to Timothy? Remember, the writings of Paul were for the most part written to those areas where pagan worship was practiced.  The message of Jesus Christ was something new to those areas.
This is very similar to the culture in Africa.  Witchcraft has played an important part of the culture of Africa, but when one is converted to Christ, then a new mindset through the Pure Word of God must be applied so that they can walk in a manner pleasing to our Father in Heaven.

Background is very important for clear teaching, we must remember that these writings are actual letters sent for instruction to the churches, but they are also inspired by the Holy Spirit which makes them eternal words so that they can apply for today.  Paul also wrote to Timothy these words; 2Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

That is why when we quote a verse of scripture we need to see what is before it and what is after it, this is very important, so we do not misrepresent the Pure Word of God.

Here are a couple of examples of context in scriptures. 

We have heard this quoted many times to express God’s mysteries; 1Corinthians 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.  This is a quotation for Isaiah 64:4, now this is a nice thing to say about how God does things beyond our understanding, but this is improper because if you read the next verses you will see the answer to the statement made in verse 9; 1Corinthians 2:10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

Do you see how not having the context could cause you to misrepresent the scriptures?

Here is another example, you have heard this scripture quoted many times to show how that God is in the midst where there are 2 or 3 gathered in His Name; Matthew 18:19 Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.  This is a precious thought about the Lord being in the midst of believers every time they are together, but the reality is, the Lord is always with us because He is in us, so even when we are alone Jesus is there.  We do not need two or three to be in God’s presence. 

So, let’s look at what Jesus was talking about, let’s get the context.
Matthew 18:15 Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 16 But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. 17 And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. 18 Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19 Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. 

One thing that we need to observe is that this passage of scripture began with the word “Moreover” in verse 15, that means that Jesus was continuing a thought so to properly interpret the passage of scripture between verse 15-20 we must read what Jesus said before this to get the context of true meaning. So, let’s read; Matthew 18:10 Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven. 11 For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost. 12 How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray? 13 And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine which went not astray. 14 Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one of these little ones should perish. 
Now to properly finish understanding the context or meaning we must read what comes after the statement.  Look here; Matthew 18:21 Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? After this Jesus speaks another parable about forgiveness.  Now when you look at the thought Jesus was trying to teach we see it is about forgiveness and reconciliation and steps for proper judgement to bring about reconciliation.  One of the key verses to understand is verse 16; 16 But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.  Jesus is a law of God from the Old Testament; Deuteronomy 19:15 One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall the matter be established.  So, to get the proper understanding of what Jesus was teaching we see that Jesus was giving instruction concerning trying to reconcile a brother and that is important to forgive, now if necessary to bring a matter before the church it is there that a judgment is passed because there are 2 or more present and Jesus is saying that He will be there to support the judgement because it was done properly.  And Jesus goes on to give more understanding about this principle by what He said in verse 18; 18 Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.  When it comes to making a judgement in any matter when there are 2 or 3 gathered in the Name of Jesus Christ, He will stand behind that judgement.  

Jesus also said in John 20:23 Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained. 

Things are made clear when we properly examine the scriptures and understand the context of what was written.

The question of 1 John chapter 5


Now we shall look at the letter titled 1 John and once we understand the circumstances under which this was written, the scriptures will become very clear.

In the epistle of 1 John we must understand why this was written.  Chapter 2 verse 26 is the key; 1John 2:26 These things have I written unto you concerning them that seduce you. 

During the time that the apostle John was alive there arose a man named Cerinthus, he was educated in the wisdom of Egyptian issues from Ephesus.  He was teaching errant doctrines concerning the deity of Jesus Christ.  One of the things that he taught was that Jesus was not born of a virgin but an ordinary man, and when Jesus was baptized the Christ came upon Him and then when He was crucified the Christ left Him.  Cerinthus taught the Jesus and the Christ we separate entities, and that Jesus was not the son of God. 

The apostle John’s writings were disputing these false claims by Cerinthus.  Having said that let us read what was written; 1John 2:21 I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth. 22 Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son.
23 Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: (but) he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also. 24 Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father. 25 And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life. 26 These things have I written unto you concerning them that seduce you. 

Let us read the passage of scripture in question beginning with verse 1 of chapter 5; 1John 5:1 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous. 4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? 

Do you see how the apostle John is setting up this response beginning with the birth of Jesus Christ?  He concludes with the statement that Jesus Christ is indeed the Son of God.

The apostle John continues to set things in order as we read the following passage of scripture;
1John 5:6 This is he that came by (properly translated should read “through”) water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth.

Here John having said that Jesus was the Son of God now shows that He was the Christ when He was baptized in water and he records also that Jesus was the Christ when He shed His blood on the cross, disputing the false teachings of Cerinthus. And then John finishes this dispute by stating the facts.
7 For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. 8 And there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one. 9 If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son. 10 He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son. 11 And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. 

When we understand the context of the letters and why they were written we can better grasp the principles of Jesus Christ and see how they can apply for us today.  Our faith is always going to be challenged by the wisdom of this world and by those who do not have the knowledge of God through the Holy Spirit.  For us today we must be students of the Pure Word of God if we are to keep from being deceived and swayed form the truth we stand upon.  There are many voices in this world trying to get the attention of believers and it is the voice of the Word of God that will speak into our lives if we allow it to influence our lives.  

The beauty of the scriptures is that they are alive and have purpose, Jesus said in John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.      

Thank you for your question, God bless you.
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