


Unveiling the Flesh
It has been said that “you are a product of your life’s experiences.”  Also, it’s been said, “all of your life’s experiences have made you who you are and that is how God uses you.”  It is a true statement that your life’s experiences shape your life, but as you shall see it is a statement that can not apply to the believer in Jesus Christ.  The reason is what you had become before coming to Christ was a result of your life’s decisions; good, bad and indifferent.  You have made many choices over the course of your life and the choices made were decided according to the current knowledge and wisdom you had at that time in your mind and soul.  All of us made decisions according to the patterns of the world and that disqualified us from entrance into heaven, as confirmed by the following passages of scripture.
Ephesians 2:11 Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world.
 Ephesians 2:1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.
Colossians 1:21 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled
Titus 3:3  For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.
The way we were or lived as a sum of our experiences caused us to violate God’s Word and live according to our own desires which made us enemies of God; Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.  That’s the way we were before we came to Christ but now the Word of God tells us in 2 Corinthians 5:17 that if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation and that old things have passed away and behold all things are become new.  
Strong’s concordance defines “old things” as this; G744 archaios, From G746; original or primeval: - (them of) old (time).Thayer’s concordance expands on the thought by adding; 
1) that has been from the beginning, original, primal, old ancient
1a) of men, things, times, conditions
So we see that the words “old things” refer to the things of the past before we came to Christ. 
The idea here is that man of himself brings nothing of value to God’s table that will earn him entrance into heaven.  Man’s righteousness, wisdom, and strength does not and cannot apply to the realm of God’s Kingdom because man’s works are after the flesh which is naturally contrary to God’s ways. 
The apostle Paul points this out as he testifies concerning his past success as a Pharisee; Philippians 3:7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, 9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: 
Here are some other scriptures to point this out: 
Isaiah 64:6 But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.  
Romans 10:1 Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. 2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.
Romans 3:9 What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin; 10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.
We know that Jesus came to earth for a specific purpose to redeem or reconcile mankind back to the  Father, but in doing so Jesus knew it was imperative the old way of thinking had to be done away with and a new kingdom way of thinking introduced.  Man in himself did not have the capacity to retain the commands and thoughts of God because of an evil conscience.  We see this thought captured in Romans 1:28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: 32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.   
Jesus introduces a new way of thinking by the teachings we see from Matthew.  Jesus said “you have heard” concerning the patterns of the past in Matthew chapter 5 and after each time He came back and said “but I say to you” giving us a new way to approach the issues of life.  Let us examine these teachings from our Master and King;
Matthew 5:21 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: 
Matthew 5:22 But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 23 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; 24 Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. 
Matthew 5:27 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: 
Matthew 5:28 But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.
Matthew 5:31 It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement:
Matthew 5:32 But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery.
Matthew 5:33 Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: 
Matthew 5:34 But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne: 35 Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King. 36 Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair white or black. 37 But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.
Matthew 5:38 Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: 
Matthew 5:39 But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40 And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also. 41 And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain. 42 Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away.
Matthew 5:43 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy.  
Matthew 5:44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 45 That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? 47 And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so? 48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.
Jesus also gave us more insight into the ways of the kingdom when He said in Matthew 9:16 No man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old garment, for that which is put in to fill it up taketh from the garment, and the rent is made worse. 17 Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: else the bottles break, and the wine runneth out, and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into new bottles, and both are preserved.  It seems the thought Jesus was trying to convey was that the old ways or old ways of thinking did not apply when you are dealing with kingdom principles.  The old ways of thinking does not apply to the new and they cannot be mixed.
In the book of Mark we see Jesus speaking the same thing plus more insight into the matter.       Mark 2:21 No man also seweth a piece of new cloth on an old garment: else the new piece that filled it up taketh away from the old, and the rent is made worse. 22 And no man putteth new wine into old bottles: else the new wine doth burst the bottles, and the wine is spilled, and the bottles will be marred: but new wine must be put into new bottles. 23 And it came to pass, that he went through the corn fields on the sabbath day; and his disciples began, as they went, to pluck the ears of corn. 24 And the Pharisees said unto him, Behold, why do they on the sabbath day that which is not lawful? 25 And he said unto them, Have ye never read what David did, when he had need, and was an hungred, he, and they that were with him? 26 How he went into the house of God in the days of Abiathar the high priest, and did eat the shewbread, which is not lawful to eat but for the priests, and gave also to them which were with him? 27 And he said unto them, The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the sabbath:  28 Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath.  
Many of the old ways of thinking unfortunately that Jesus referred to were man made regulations which brought God’s chosen people under bondage and away from God’s intended purposes for living a good life in line with His commandments.  Jesus addressed this in Matthew 15:9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.  In the gospel of Mark Jesus again addresses this issue.  Mark 7:7 Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 8 For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do.  9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition. So we see Jesus came with a new way, actually it was the original way, but man’s fleshly thinking corrupted the purity of God’s Word and His ways. It was unable to be comprehended by the average person.  Jesus saw it as a tragedy and preached a new way having God’s true values.  It is opposite of the values man had developed through his own intellect.

You Must Be Born Again
Because of the current spiritual condition of mankind, Jesus was sent to bring about a totally different way of entering into the kingdom of heaven.  The prophet Jeremiah made reference to this in Jeremiah 31:31 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: 32 Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: 33 But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.  
Here we see how God’s new move would be in the hearts of men, having the laws of God inward but not serving with the outer or flesh.  In the old covenant, the God they served; or I should say tried to serve but failed through doing or following certain regulations.  Now we have come to understand that it is through faith, believing from the inward part or our heart, not doing or following a specific pattern of works, that we receive salvation as quoted by the apostle Paul in Romans 10:9  That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  Another passage of scripture that speaks to the new work God will do in the inner part of man is in Ezekiel 36:25 Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. 26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.  
As we shall see this is a new work done in the spirit.  By doing things the old way man failed and was disqualified from entrance into heaven because none were righteous:   Ecclesiastes 7:20 For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not. 
Now the stage is set for Jesus to come and introduce the new way for man to enter into Heaven. 
Jesus said in John 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born?  5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
When Jesus said to Nicodemus you must be born again, he didn’t understand at first what Jesus was saying by the reply he gave in verse 4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born?  The word born is a word we all know which is to conceive, bring forth and bear. This is the same in the Greek for the most part but the Greek adds one interesting definition.  It is the word “Gennao:” meaning to regenerate or generate again.  This adds a little more depth to what Jesus meant when He said “You must be born again” or you must be conceived again on be reborn.  Let’s now take a closer look what Jesus is telling all of us. 
Being “born again” is being conceived or regenerated by the Spirit as Jesus spoke in John 3:6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
The ability to live and do what is pleasing to God comes as a result of being born of the Spirit which is what Jesus said to Nicodemus before he even had an opportunity to ask any questions. Jesus possibly already knew what he was going to ask in saying “John 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  In the book of 1 John we see that because of being “born again” a person can do righteousness; 1John 2:29 If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every one that doeth righteousness is born of him. And the non “born again” person does not have the capacity to do right 1John 3:10 In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.
So what does the term “born again” mean?  The above definition means regenerated or reconceived, but let’s make it plain.  First, putting things into perspective, here are some scripture references to get started. 
Ezekiel18:20 The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.
Ephesians 2:1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 
Ephesians 2:5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 
Colossians 2:13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;
Now from these scriptures we understand from the moment a sin is committed your spirit dies spiritually within you and is in need of being brought back to life.  In this condition you are disqualified from entering into heaven and that means you are doomed to hell which is not God’s desire for anyone. 
Sometimes this can be confusing but look at things from the following perspective.  Your spirit, inner person, is the real you.  It is an eternal being and lives forever.  That’s the person God formed when you were in the womb of your mother.  While in the womb you developed a house for your spirit to live in called your body.  At birth, you were born with a will and an intellect which is your mind.  In time that would be the internal force directing your decisions.  For us, it means everyone makes wrong decisions and is in need of this new birth.
Previously, we read about being dead in sins but did you notice in the two passages from Ephesians and the one from Colossians the word “quickened?”  That means brought to life or “born again.”  Having repented, you made a conscious decision the life or direction you were headed in was not right so you accepted the knowledge of Jesus Christ and were converted.   You turned from the direction you were headed to start new.  That is being truly “born again”.  
Now that you are now “Born Again” it makes you a new species and a new creation, using the passage from 2Corinthians 5:17 ThereforeG5620 if any manG1536 be inG1722 Christ,G5547 he is a newG2537 creature:G2937 old thingsG744 are passed away;G3928 behold,G2400 all thingsG3956 are becomeG1096 new.G2537 This thought  is confirmed in Thayer’s bible concordance.  We’ll look at the word creature.  I’ve purposely kept the Strong’s numbers in the text so you can see how they appear in the proper alignment.   
We understand what the word “new” means but here is the meaning of “creature” from the Greek in the text following you will see the number G2937.  
G2937 ktisis  
Strong’s definition
From G2936; original formation (properly the act; by implication the thing, literally or figuratively) - building, creation, creature, ordinance.
Here the root word is referenced G2936 which says; ktizō
Probably akin to G2932 (through the idea of the proprietorship of the manufacturer); 
to fabricate, that is, found (form originally): - create, Creator, make.
Thayer Definition: G2937
1) the act of founding, establishing, building etc
1a) the act of creating, creation
1b) creation, i.e. thing created
1b1) of individual things, beings, a creature, a creation
1b1a) anything created
1b1b) after a rabbinical usage (by which a man converted from idolatry to Judaism was called)
1b1c) the sum or aggregate of things created
1c) institution, ordinance 


The thought here is when you combine the word “new” to creature, it means to be made as a new creation or something that had not existed before.  That makes you a very special person. To think that the creator of the universe hand chose you to be recreated into the very image that you were intended for, that is an amazing and wonderful thought.  Praise God for His Love.
When you were first born from your mother’s womb you were a new creation to this world; one that had never existed nor had not been seen before on this earth.  And when you were born there was great celebration in your earthly family.  Think about the joy in the family of God when one returns to the place that God had always intended them to be in from the beginning of time.  The scriptures say that there is joy in heaven when one comes to the Lord.  Luke 15:10 Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.  Our God is a great God.  
This insight helps us to understand this passage of scripture from Ephesians 1 verses 3 – 8. Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; 8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence;  
Here are more passages of scripture that speaks to this.  Romans 9:23 And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory, 24 Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?
2Thessalonians 2:13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:
2Timothy 1:9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,
From these passages of scripture you can see it has always been God’s plan for you to be in His will.   As we seen earlier satan, the god of this world, interfered with God’s design by causing you to error from your intended destiny.  He accomplished this by leading you into disobedience and living by your own sense of right and wrong.  Now by His divine grace you are where you are supposed to be in the palm of His hand for eternity.  Amen!
The journey now begins for those who are in Christ Jesus or “Born Again.”


                         For a believer in Jesus Christ “Only Kingdom Rules Apply.”
When you travel around the world you will encounter many different countries with specific rules that apply to their land.  As a citizen of another country you will come to realize your way of doing things does not apply within the visiting country.  Therefore, you must change your way of thinking to fit into that specific culture.  For instance, in the United States there are speed limits posted on all main roads. It brings a certain order and safety when driving a vehicle.  But when you travel to other countries many times there are no posted speed limit signs; so people feel free to drive as they see fit.  Many times there is no order.  Imagine what happens when a person who is from another country and has driven a vehicle for many years in his or her own country when they drive in the United States. If they were doing what they did in their own country which was driving at whatever speed they desired, they would most likely be breaking the speed limit laws and would be penalized of fined.  In the United States only that countries’ rules apply. 
So it is with the kingdom of heaven. In order to function in God’s kingdom or realm only His rules apply.  In the gospels Jesus mentioned the “kingdom of heaven is like…” and the “kingdom of God” over one hundred times to give us the understanding that heaven operates by different principles and they are not according to man’s ways.  This is quoted in Isaiah 55:8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.  Proverbs says that man’s ways only lead to one place. Proverbs 14:12 There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.  
I am reminded of the words Jesus spoke to Peter, the one who had the revelation about Jesus being the Christ the Messiah.  Matthew 26:34 Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. Here is the same conversation found in Luke’s gospel Luke 22:31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: 32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. 33 And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death. 34 And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me. 
Here we see Peter the way he had always been, outspoken and hasty, using his own strength and willpower.  That’s the way he was as a result of his life’s experiences.  Peter was a business man having his own fishing business.  You can imagine the competition to sell and earn a living was fierce as it is still these days.  Jesus pointed out that it was a weakness in Peter, the way he was used to doing things.  Let’s examine what happened as a result of that weakness in Peter.  
We will use Matthew’s account to see what happened; Matthew 26:69 Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel came unto him, saying, Thou also wast with Jesus of Galilee. 70 But he denied before them all, saying, I know not what thou sayest. 71 And when he was gone out into the porch, another maid saw him, and said unto them that were there, This fellow was also with Jesus of Nazareth. 72 And again he denied with an oath, I do not know the man. 73 And after a while came unto him they that stood by, and said to Peter, Surely thou also art one of them; for thy speech bewrayeth thee. 74 Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man. And immediately the cock crew. 75 And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly.  
Peter in his own strength was not able to stand up to satan’s attack based on who he had become through his life’s experience.  What he assumed would be strength to him only let him down.  Jesus knew this and told Peter ahead of time who he was in the present state would not hold up to the assault that was about to come through satan’s attack on his commitment.  Jesus also knew it would not be until Peter’s returning and ultimate spiritual conversion that he would then be ready to strengthen the brethren. Matthew 26:32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.
In the book of Acts we read Acts 3:19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;
Do we know what it means to repent?  I formerly thought it meant an about face but as I was studying to get as much clarity as possible I looked at the Greek definition and found  I was mistaken.  
Here is how the Strong’s concordance defines the word “repent” G3340 metanoeō, From G3326 and G3539; to think differently or afterwards, that is, reconsider (morally to feel compunction): - repent.  
And here is the definition for the word “Converted” G1994 epistrephō, From G1909 and G4762; to revert (literally, figuratively or morally): - come (go) again, convert, (re-) turn (about, again).
So to “Repent” is to be convicted in your mind as to the way you conducted your life realizing it was wrong without Christ. To be “Converted” is to change the direction you were headed and make an about face or in other words you do something about the way you’re living and make a change to a new way of life.  As you ask for forgiveness and ask for Christ to enter your life new spiritual rebirth takes place. 
Let’s explore this a little further, remember John the Baptist preached repentance as we see here in Matthew 3:1 In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, 2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 3 For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 4 And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about Jordan, 6 And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.  
So what was John expecting the people to do?  Be born again?  I don’t think so.  That was introduced by Jesus as a work of the Holy Spirit.  Basically, John was looking for the people to have a change in the way they were thinking; thus changing the way they lived.  Nothing spiritual here, just a decision of their own will.  Even Jesus Himself, when He began His ministry, preached the same message of repentance as we read in Matthew 4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. This is also recorded in the gospel of Mark 1:14 Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 15  And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.  Then He took the message a little further and began to speak of His death which was His true purpose of coming.  Notice what Jesus said to Nicodemus in the following verses:
 John 3:14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: 15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  
Now we have the full introduction of this new way to enter into heaven.  It would not be available until Jesus died and rose from the dead. That’s why Jesus was so determined that He had to leave so that the Holy Spirit could come John 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.  We understand the “Comforter” is the Holy Spirit. 
Jesus understood that the work of the Holy Spirit would bring about the spiritual reformation in the lives of those who would come to believe in Jesus Christ and thus be the source of the regenerative power of God to bring about the “New Birth.”  This is referenced in John 7:37 In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.  38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 39 (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified). It wasn’t until Jesus was raised from the dead and ascended into heaven that He was glorified; as we see in  John 12:16 These things understood not his disciples at the first: but when Jesus was glorified, then remembered they that these things were written of him, and that they had done these things unto him.  
Remember that Jesus said to Nicodemus in John 3:6 that which is born of the flesh is flesh; but that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  It would now be the activity of the Holy Spirit to carry on the redemptive work, initiated by Jesus and released by His death and resurrection.  That’s why Jesus told the disciples in Luke 24:49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.  We also see this referenced in Acts 1:4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.
In Acts chapter 2 we see the fulfillment of Jesus’ words Acts 2:1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 
The Holy Spirit has come into the world as Jesus said and filled the disciples, but what really happened to the disciples besides being filled with the Holy Spirit?  Let us continue to read.  We come to verse 14 and we see something interesting.  Acts 2:14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words:  Please continue to read verses15-37.  It is a powerful sermon spoken by Peter, the one who we saw last denying Jesus, even to the point of cursing.  Matthew 26:73  And after a while came unto him they that stood by, and said to Peter, Surely thou also art one of them; for thy speech bewrayeth thee. 74 Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man. And immediately the cock crew. 75 And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly. 
Now we see a new Peter, regenerated, bold and not afraid to stand up and speak for Christ in front of thousands of people.  Look at the end of his sermon: Acts 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. 40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation. 41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.
What was it that brought about this remarkable change in Peter?  I believe we all can see it was after the Holy Spirit came upon him and the others in the upper room that they become filled with the Holy Spirit, empowered by the Holy Spirit, and changed by the Holy Spirit.  Is it possible at that point they were all born again by the Holy Spirit?  There was a definite change in Peter. He was a new man as we can see.  I am brought back to what Jesus said to Nicodemus in John 3:6 that which is born of the flesh is flesh; but that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
We can truly say two things transpired here.  The Holy Spirit was released as Jesus said He would be and Peter was changed or converted.  Think about this: the change had to start somewhere.  After this experience we never see Peter in denial of his faith in Jesus Christ.  He truly was a new creature 2Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
Here’s more on Peter; Acts 3 the entire chapter, Acts 4 the entire chapter and Acts 5:12-33 
The thought of an about face comes when you are converted, thus we have the “Born again Process” to begin a new way of thinking, a new way of living, a totally new mindset because you have been regenerated, reconceived, MADE A NEW CREATION!!

Let the “New” work begin
We must be converted in our souls or from within the core of our being, that’s what is conveyed in Psalms 19:7 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.  
Now remember this, it took a lifetime to learn all of the things that you know in the old mindset and now that you have become a new man there is an old or natural man that needs to be contended with when it comes to change. 
Through the course of your life before you came to Christ many habits and mindsets have been formed that do not agree with God’s way of doing things.  So now that the spirit man is in alignment with God we must also bring our mind and body into alignment as stated in Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  Please understand that this does not happen automatically when you are born again, this is where many begin to falter because they try to live this new life with old mindsets or principles, remember, you cannot mix the old with the new.  Another passage of scripture speaks this point well is in Ephesians 4:22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts;  23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;  24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.
We have learned about the new man but what is the old man? This refers to the person you had become as a result of those life experiences we discussed earlier.  Through the course of life your will, thoughts and intellect was shaped to respond in certain ways to different circumstances,  thus your body became an accessory to those deeds and became dependent to certain practices like drugs, alcohol, and many other habit forming activities. So not only did your mind dwell on doing whatever you wanted but your body also would crave to do those things.  This is what the old man was made up of, the will, thoughts and intellect of the person who was living they’re own way doing as they pleased. 
Understand this, at that time you were influenced to do these things by the god of this world while you were not serving God.  this is confirmed by the following scripture:
Ephesians 2:1  And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 
Growing up you faced many different types of problems and misfortunes from hurt feelings to betrayal, physical hardships like getting into fights, facing disappointments, mental hardships like being lied to, so many experiences you had to deal with yourself for the most part or from the advice of others.  That is why or how you became who you were before coming to Christ.  For all intents and purposes, you were blinded by the god of this world; 2Corinthians 4:3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.
We all have been given a personality that is designed to operate in a way that will impact the world because there is only one of you.  God created you uniquely to fill a specific purpose in this world. But life’s experiences dictated by the god of this world assaulted your inner person and you were forced to respond to these attacks based on your personality, will, and intellect to cause you to become something that was far from the intended purpose that God designed for you. Thus you became self- made and you approached life accordingly doing things your own way.
The bible calls this the “Wisdom of men” 1 Corinthians 2:5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.  
“Man’s wisdom” 1Corinthians 2:4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 
1Corinthians 2:13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.
“Wisdom of this world” 1Corinthians 1:20 Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 
1Corinthians 2:6 Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: 
1Corinthians 3:19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness.
The “Natural man” 1Corinthians 2:14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.
The “carnal mind” Romans 8:7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.
The “Flesh” Romans 7:5 For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death.
Romans 8:8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.
The flesh is that which is controlled by the natural senses and not given to the word of God or that which has not originated by the Holy Spirit in thought, desire, or deed. The flesh is not willing to conform to the concepts of God as mentioned in Romans 8:5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.  
The flesh fights against the Holy Spirit Galatians 5:16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 
Romans 8:7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.
The “Old man” Ephesians 4:22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 
Colossians 3:9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;
These scriptures describe the person of the past who was disqualified from the Kingdom of Heaven.
Now that you are “Born Again” you may ask, how do I know if I am in the flesh or not? The answer is “Motivation” You must ask yourself why you desire to do something specific, if it’s a selfish motivation like wanting personal gain or to be noticed or is it solely because of love for God.  This will come as you learn the principles of God’s word, our instruction manual for successful Christian living. 
Here is a powerful passage of scripture that gives us a glimpse of how this comes to be; 
2 Peter 1:2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, 3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 
6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 
7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 
8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.  10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: 
Isn’t it interesting that the epistle of Peter is being used to give us insight into this new way of life? As we seen earlier there was a tremendous change brought about in Peters life as a result of the work of the Holy Spirit and to hear the words “for if you do these things you will never fail” from Peter is a remarkable comment but now as we have seen Peter knows what it is to be converted.

Training for Success
God truly is a God of all wisdom and truth.  In designing this new way He left nothing to chance but gave a total blueprint as to how we are to live as a Child of God and supplied all that was necessary for us to be successful. In the next section we shall see how our training comes about and how we are to be guided by God’s pure word of truth.  We’ll begin with this Passage of scripture;  
James 1:2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.  	
Did you notice Patience is referred to as a noun? And did you notice that Patience has a specific job to do? That is to make you mature and complete. Remember we mentioned how our life’s experiences make us who we are? In the world our life’s training came from the god of this world (satan), and that brought us to a bad place, away from the grace and love of God, as we see in Ephesians 2:1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)  Now we must relearn all of these life lessons again but this time the answers and the principles we operate by will be the word of God taught by the Holy Spirit. 
Now we have been made new by His grace brought onto the realm of God’s kingdom and a new work has begun, directed by the wisdom of Jehovah God, as we read in the following scriptures; 
Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works,  
Philippians 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:
Philippians 2:13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.
2Timothy 1:9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,
Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?

New training
As we seen earlier, it is the job of patience to bring you through the issues of life but now they will be handled in a new way, our part is to be renewed in our minds so that we can learn to handle the issues that come our way in a divine way.  We see this in the following scriptures;
Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  
Ephesians 4:22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.
Colossians 3:10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: 11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. 12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; 13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.
Now as we seen earlier Patience has a job to do, it is to teach us how to pass through life’s issues using the principles of God. For instance at the end of the scripture above in Colossians we read in verse 13 that we are to forgive, in the old life you would have held a grudge or tried to get even, but as you know you have put on the “New man” now you can approach life in a new and living way which was brought into being by the mercy and eternal love of the Most High God: Hebrews 10:20  by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.
Titus 3:3 For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.  4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, 5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
Romans 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 
Now pay close attention because our understanding of these next principles is critical!               I’ll explain with this question; Do you believe that all of the answers to this life’s issues are found in God’s word? 
If so, it only stands to reason that you will be tested in all of these areas. You will be put to the test to see if you will hold to the truths of God’s word opposed to the ways you did things before being born again.  Look at this passage of scripture found in Luke’s gospel;  Luke 4:1  And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness,  2 Being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those days he did eat nothing: and when they were ended, he afterward hungered. 3 And the devil said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it be made bread. 4 And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God. 5 And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 6 And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it. 7 If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine. 8 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 9 And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down from hence: 10 For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee: 11 And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 12 And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 13 And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed from him for a season. 14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of him through all the region round about.
Here we read that Jesus went through a testing period in the desert but what was the testing for? What did it prove? 
Three areas of temptation
Those who sat under my teachings may remember this quote of mine; “Do not be concerned about what the devil can do to you, but be concerned at what the devil may try to get you to do”
The enemy knows that God’s word is eternal and powerful, able to transform the lives of those who will trust in it and also that it cannot be changed.  So his next option is to see if he can get God’s people to move outside of God’s word thus making God’s eternal word of no effect.  Jesus dealt with this issue as He spoke to the Pharisees in Matthew 15:3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition? 4 For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death. 5 But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; 6 And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition.  
When that kind of thing happens, the devil has had his way and people are brought into spiritual bondage, but thanks be unto our God that we are not under that bondage but we are free!!
The purpose in the coming of Christ the Messiah is many fold, Jesus came to redeem mankind unto the Father by dying on the cross and rising again Luke 24:44, He came to bring together the Jews and the gentiles to make one new man Ephesians 2:11-15. But I want to stay focused on this topic we have been studying on “Unveiling the Flesh”  
We know through prophecy it was foretold that the Messiah would come into this world to fulfill God’s purposes; Isaiah 59:16 And he saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor: therefore his arm brought salvation unto him; and his righteousness, it sustained him. Jesus confirmed that His purpose in coming was to fulfill God’s commandments as we read here in Matthew 5:17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.
You see when God gave His commands in Exodus, they were actually spiritual concepts as quoted by the apostle Paul in Romans 7:14(KJV) For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin.  They needed to be spiritually received in order to be able to fulfill them,  remember these were God’s spoken words and as we see in John 1:1 Jesus is the word, Jesus said in John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.  God’s word is more than ink on pages, they are living substance with the ability to give life, God’s abundant life,  and unless they were received into the heart or the spirit of man they would not be able to keep them as quoted in Deuteronomy 6:6 And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:  and in Proverbs 3:1 My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments: 2 For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee. 3 Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart: 
This is where the children of Israel failed because they could not get God’s word into their hearts; instead they were intent in doing things their own way, that being the way they did things in Egypt the place of bondage where they were just existing with no future.
The reason I am saying all of this is for you to see how the natural or carnal man cannot follow God’s commands this proves it over and over as confirmed in 1Corinthians 2:14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.  My point is to show how Jesus fulfilled the commands of God; the same word’s given thousands of years before.  So when Jesus was tempted by the devil, through that same word of God; Jesus was able to stand against the temptations successfully; Hebrews 4:15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
If you remember the text from Luke 4:1 And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, It was the Holy Spirit that led Jesus into the desert for the sole purpose of being tempted, but the key phrase mentioned is verse one “And Jesus being filled with the Holy Ghost” all of this was before he had fasted and prayed. It wasn’t until Jesus had fasted and prayed that He was tempted do you see that? We should always remember that the devils ways are always the same as we shall see here in1John 2:16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.
Now let’s look at the temptation of Christ and see how these areas were challenged.
1) If thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it be made bread.  
We know that after Jesus had fasted forty days He was very hungry. The devil will come to you when you may be at your physically weakest point, but if we are filled with the Spirit of God, dependent on God’s word, even these times we should be at our strongest. It was Jesus flesh that was tempted, His appetite for food had to be strong, after forty days you could say that Jesus had a strong craving for food and it was that strong craving or lust that the devil tried to take advantage of. The devil knew that Jesus was the Son of God but what was the temptation? Based on the challenge you can see that he was trying to get Jesus to use his power for His own selfish purpose, to make it happen on His own instead of waiting for God to provide as He quoted; It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.  Having said this Jesus also fulfilled it.
2) 5 And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 6 And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it. 7 If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine.
The devil knew very well who Jesus was and Jesus knew very well who the devil was, satan was very curious as to how He would take to the lust of the eyes, after all it had been written of the Messiah that He would rule over the kingdoms of the world.  But unknown to satan Jesus was not desiring world domination but to be a servant as He stated in Luke 22:25 and he said unto them, The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and they that exercise authority upon them are called benefactors. 26 But ye shall not be so: but he that is greatest among you let him be as the younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth serve. 27 For whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth? is not he that sitteth at meat? but I am among you as he that serveth.     
Jesus did not come as an aggressive conqueror like those before Him Nebuchadnezzar, Alexander the great etc. They worshipped power, did as they pleased, they worshipped themselves as gods, but with Jesus it was not so and He would not be drawn into being like the devil but instead Jesus rebuked him and said Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.
3) And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down from hence: 10 For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee: 11 And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.
Here we see the third temptation of Christ, this temptation was trying to get Jesus to move in pride, the devil was trying to get Jesus to focus on who He was and that He had the right to be assisted because of who He was. The devil was trying to get Jesus to be His own person because of who He was.  Again, satan was trying to get Jesus to be like him.  Look at the words the devil or (we should say at this time lucifer) spoke in his heart; Isaiah 14:12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! 
13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 
14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. 15 Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit. You could say that he was filled with pride.
But Jesus again was not going to be drawn in a prideful dispute with the accuser, Jesus knew why He was sent to this world as was continually His confession; John 5:30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.  With that in mind Jesus again put the devil in his place by saying; It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.
Jesus fulfilled the commands of God from the heart and that spiritual strength is what conquered the temptations He faced, and that same spiritual strength is available for us as well, remember before Jesus was led in to the desert it says that Jesus was filled with the Holy Spirit; Luke 4:1 And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness,  
It is that same Spirit that dwells within each and every one of us.  Jesus filled with the Spirit of God used the word of God to defeat the challenges of the devil, so how does that apply to you?
In 2 Peter 2-10 we see that God has provided all that we need to be successful in this new life as a child of the Most High God, so we come to understand that God does not leave us without the things we need to pass through the obstacles we will encounter see here; 2Peter 1:2  Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, 3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.  5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.  8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:
Let’s break this passage of scripture down; 
2 Grace and peace multiplied through knowledge
3 Given unto us all things that pertain to life and godliness through the knowledge of Him 
3 Called to glory and virtue (excellence)
4 By this we are given promises to be partakers of God’s divine nature
5 So add to your faith virtue (excellence) and add to virtue knowledge
6 Add to knowledge temperance (self-control) add to temperance patience, add to patience godliness
7 Add to godliness brotherly kindness and add to brotherly kindness charity (love)
8 If these are in you and abound in you, you will be fruitful in the knowledge our Lord Jesus Christ 
9 If you lack these things then you have forgotten where you came from
10 Give diligence to who you are because if you do these things you will never fail 
I highlighted the word knowledge mentioned 4 times in this verse, when we see the word knowledge we understand it to mean information or understanding so I ask you this question; where or how would you acquire that information or understanding?  I’ve come to understand that this knowledge is what you obtain by the word of God, which brings me to another question; what word of God did the apostles have? Plain and simple it was the Old Testament, you see the first writings after Christ had ascended into heaven didn’t come into being until between 45 – 95 AD and these were for the most part letters like what the apostle Paul wrote to the churches. 
The gospels were written about between 45 and 60 AD so when you her about the scriptures being referenced it is the Old Testament, this is a very good source for us to learn of our heavenly Father’s character and His ways like David said in Psalms 119:33 HE. Teach me, O LORD, the way of thy statutes; and I shall keep it unto the end. 34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy law; yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart. 35 Make me to go in the path of thy commandments; for therein do I delight.  
Psalms 111:10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do his commandments: his praise endureth for ever.  
The bible tells us that David was a man after God’s own heart, God so honored David because of his devotion to His word and to His ways that Jerusalem is called the city of David; 1Kings 3:1 And Solomon made affinity with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and took Pharaoh's daughter, and brought her into the city of David, until he had made an end of building his own house, and the house of the LORD, and the wall of Jerusalem round about.  And also God honors David saying his throne abide forever; 1Kings 2:45 And king Solomon shall be blessed, and the throne of David shall be established before the LORD for ever.  The bible says that God is no respecter of persons Romans 2:11 For there is no respect of persons with God.  So if David was honored for his devotion to God’s word, He will also honor you if you will give honor to God’s word by obeying it.
Just as Jesus faced the trials of life and overcame the flesh by the power of the Holy Spirit with in Him and His devotion to the word of God, He expects us in the same way to overcome, bear in mind that He didn’t overcome and for you and me, but He was an example for us to show us how He overcame, I would like to call your attention to this passage of scripture found in Hebrews 5:5 So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day have I begotten thee. 6 As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. 7 Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared; 8 Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; What we see here is Jesus at a time of great conflict having to put His trust totally in His Heavenly father and not in Himself or in His own strength and power. Here Jesus believed that God was able to do what His word said it would and Jesus placed His life in that belief and overcame, so we also must overcome as Jesus mandated in Revelation 3:21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.
Jesus said that we are to overcome but overcome what? He is a question that we must understand if we are to walk in this newness of life.  If we examine all that Jesus did for us by His death and resurrection we see salvation, healing, filling of the Holy Spirit, peace of God, joy of God, grace, a blessed future, I could go on and on so what’s left not done?
 We need to identify what it is that has not been obtained by the sacrifice of Christ, the only thing I can see is yourself, you are responsible to deal with your own fears, weaknesses, habits, your will and desires based on the word of God, see here in Philippians 2:12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings: 15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain.  God’s word tells us that we are to work out our own salvation. That is something each of us must do on our own through the word of life or God’s word.  
The words in verse 16 “Holding forth” is defined from Strong’s concordance as G1907 epechō  From G1909 and G2192; to hold upon, that is, (by implication) to retain; (by extension) to detain; (with implication of G3563) to pay attention to: - give (take) heed unto, hold forth, mark, stay.
Each one of us must put forth the effort to bring discipline to our lives to not go back to the old ways of doing things according to the former nature which caused us to be disqualified from entering heaven, I use the word discipline because we all need to be retrained or instructed to walk in this newness of life as a child of the most high God. We also must recognize that it is through obedience to God’s pure word through the insight of the Holy Spirit that we will be able to gain the knowledge needed to walk in this spiritual realm.  Let me use this example; Preparing for a marathon race, there are a lot of preparations for participating in a marathon, mainly discipline, you must eat properly, practice properly, you must be consistent in this training.  You must be careful to not do something that may injure you. You will need to understand the rules and guidelines of the race or else you may be disqualified because of ignorance.  It takes total discipline and devotion to the goal.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The apostle Paul gives us an example of this discipline; 1Corinthians 9:24 (ESV) Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it. 25 Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. 27 But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified.

Preparing for battle
After a lifetime of living according to your own pleasures don’t think that the old man or the old nature is just going to automatically go away, there are habits that must be broken and brought into subjection, there are attitudes and thought patterns that need to be adjusted according to the word of God, be warned, if these areas aren’t dealt with you will live a very inconsistent Christian life as described in the following passages of scripture; Romans 7:14 For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. 15 For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I. 16 If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good. 17 Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. 19 For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. 20 Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 21 I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me. 22 For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: 23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. 24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? 25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin. 
Here the Apostle Paul give an example of the battle that will take place in the life of a believer, the intentions and desires of the believer only fail because doing things in the flesh or in your own strength is not adequate to be able to withstand the embedded behaviors of the flesh or old nature, but the apostle doesn’t leave it like that look at verse 25 and then the apostle Paul goes right into the next chapter and gives the answer to this condition, he begins with Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:
Here the apostle Paul is saying that trying to fulfill God’s laws by the old nature did not work because that nature was weak, but if we understand that it is through the power of the Holy Spirit strengthening our new inner person and our being mindful of that fact they will be under no condemnation, the apostle goes on to explain why; Romans 8:4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.  
We must understand that we cannot rely on the way things used to be done in the past that program didn’t work because we all were under the prince of the power of the air as we discussed before.
There are two ways that you can approach this life in Christ;
1) You can attempt to try and understand and figure it out the way that you used to do things that is doing things by the flesh, using you own mind will and intellect, what happens then is that you make the word of God say things that are not intended to because you interpret by your own understanding remember, that way didn’t work in the old life before you came to Christ, why do you think that it would work now? You will become like the Pharisee’s that Jesus continually rebuked because they made the things of God become something of their own design far from God’s intentions and purposes. 
 The end result is pretty much of what you see in the mainline churches today, now manifestation of God’s power, the church embracing worldly philosophies that are contrary to God’s very own word.  Remember it was these religious people who had the word of God that said crucify Him!! That is the end result of the flesh like it said in verse 8 above; 8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.  There is no faith exercised in the flesh. Read Hebrews 11:6
2) Or you can allow your life to be transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit through God’s pure word as stated in Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
In doing so you follow in line with God’s outline and accept His ways and as you do that God begins to work in you and the spiritual experience begins see here in Romans 8:12 (ESV)So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, "Abba! Father!" 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,    
As you can see there are two contrasted ways that a Christian can live, one that brings spiritual bondage and the other way that bring spiritual liberty and until this is settled in the heart of every believer there will always be a struggle as it says in Galatians 5:16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 
So you may ask is there always going to be that struggle. My honest answer yes and no, please let me explain, there will always be the old nature to contend with in some degree because of the flesh or the carnal body we live in, this will be our areas of contention until we leave this fleshly body behind through expiration (death) or glorification (taken to heaven) all of the previous scriptures dealt with the discipline required to be self-controlled.  The second part of this answer gives us a great hope for success because we can have victory over the struggle of the flesh as we seen in the scripture verses in Romans 8:13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. Saying we can put to death the deeds of the flesh or body by the power of the Holy Spirit and have life.  
Please understand, God will not leave you defenseless and alone, but on the contrary will provide you with every possible means to succeed as mentioned in 2Peter 1:3  According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.  
 Bear this in mind; you are adopted into the kingdom of God now so God has taken responsibility for your wellbeing to make sure you have every advantage available to succeed. So if you fail, God fails, but God cannot fail so you cannot fail.  We will all at one time or another miss the mark of sin, but this is not failure, like it says in Psalms 37:23 The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way.  24 Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand.  
You must understand to fall is not to fail; to fail is to not complete, to fail is to give up or quit.  It says in Proverbs 24:16 For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again: but the wicked shall fall into mischief.  With the issue of sin the bible tells us in 1 John 1:7 (NLT)  But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. 9 But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar and showing that his word has no place in our hearts.  God does leave you helpless with no hope but with God’s help you will succeed and go forth as you learn to discipline your thoughts and your bodies to respond to God’s word.  
2Corinthians 2:14 Now thanks be to God, who always causes us to triumph in Christ, and He revealing through us the odor of the knowledge of Him in every place.  
Now I will finish this answer, if indeed you are willing to set your own will aside and allow God’s wonderful work to be done in you, there will arise a supernatural strength that will bring you into a new dimension of spirituality and love and you will be free as never before, cleansed in your mind and spirit by the living word of God and you will no longer desire to be like that old person you were in the past, and you will notice that as you grow in the love and grace of Jesus Christ that the struggles of the flesh will lessen because God’s word is alive and works as it says it will see here in Galatians 5:24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.
At this point you will be able to walk as men and women of the Most High God with a clear conscience, yes there is a price to pay, and the price is giving up the old fleshly man and his thoughts and ways.  Romans 6:5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 7 For he that is dead is freed from sin. 8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: 
1Corinthians 1:26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 29 That no flesh should glory in his presence. 30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: 31 That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.
2 Corinthians 4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.
Romans13:14 (ESV) But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
Praise God that the battle has been won through Jesus Christ and the way for a successful righteous life has been paved by the power of the Holy Spirit, I encourage you to read Romans chapter 6 through 8 to get a good view of the process that has taken place by Jesus Christ. 
Now as it says in Hebrews; Hebrews 10:20 By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; 21 And having an high priest over the house of God; 22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)
The more we experience the blessings of this new freedom in Christ Jesus and the joy of being free in your mind you will increase in the strength of the Lord through the knowledge of His pure living word, it all must be taken to heart and placed in high regard because it’s up to you to protect your mind from the fiery darts of the enemy, as it says in 2Corinthians 10:3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;  
Here we see that there will be a battle in your mind and you must be aware of your thoughts at all times because the enemy will not cease from trying to get you to entertain one of his thoughts, so as a soldier of Jesus Christ you must stand against those thoughts of doubt, fear or compromise that the enemy will try to get you to dwell on, but know that God has already given you the weapons to overcome every attack in your mind look here in James 4:7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  
And by using the whole armour of God; Ephesians 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; 15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:  
Double minded
We have seen how that God calls us into a new and living way through Jesus Christ now you must maintain that freedom of your mind as we have just discussed, you see, what the enemy will try to do is to get you to be doubleminded, I’m not talking about the issue of believing or doubting God’s word, because that issue has been settled in our hearts, but the constant attack on your mind will wear on you if you have not taken the initiative to be renewed in your mind.  Look at the emphasis that God’s word puts on this in the following scriptures; Romans 12:2(ESV) Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
Ephesians 4:22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 
24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.
Colossians 1:21 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled
Colossians 3:9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:
2Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.
Hebrews 10:16 This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them; 17 And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.
The point I am trying to make here is, when you have gone forward into the newness of God’s life through faith you cannot afford to allow any of the old ways of thinking to occupy your mind, in doing so you will be double minded, this is where you are focused on the newness of your life one day and the next day you are trying to use the old ways of thinking, that will always lead to carnal thinking that will take you away from God just as that way of thinking did in the past. 
You cannot go between the old and the new.  The new life is a walk of faith, and your Heavenly Father will meet you there and allow you to experience His goodness, love and mercy and peace, that will be an experience that is real in your hearts, but it is a spiritual experience and not fleshly or carnal so remember, everything must be maintained on that faith level, look at this scripture passage in faioth leveled love and mercy and that experience is real in your hearts but it is spiritual and not fleshly or carnal sJames 1:5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. 7 For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. 8 A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.
Here is the definition of “Doubleminded”
G1252 diakrinō - dee-ak-ree'-no
From G1223 and G2919; to separate thoroughly, that is, (literally and reflexively) to withdraw from, or (by implication) oppose; figuratively to discriminate (by implication decide), or (reflexively) hesitate: - contend, make (to) differ (-ence), discern, doubt, judge, be partial, stagger, waver.
Remember this, the old man would like to go back to what was comfortable in the past, but you know that only caused you to err from God’s intended purpose for your life, so you must guard your mind to stay focused on the things that make for peace, joy, rest, love and spirituality, anything outside of that will only cause you to stumble. 
So I leave you with the following words of encouragement to aid you in your new walk as children of the Most High God living as Kings and priests into God. 
Revelation 1:5 And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.   
Romans 13:13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying.  14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.
Romans 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 
2Corinthians 4:6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.
2Corinthians 3:3 (ESV)And you show that you are a letter from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts. 4 Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. 5 Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God, 6 who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.
2Corinthians 13:4(ESV) For he was crucified in weakness, but lives by the power of God. For we also are weak in him, but in dealing with you we will live with him by the power of God. 
Ephesians 1:15 Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints, 16 Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers; 17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power,
James 1:12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.
Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?
Ephesians 1:2 (ESV)Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.   3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight
John 15:1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.
2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.
3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you.
4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me.
5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.
6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.
7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.
8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.
9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love.
10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love.
11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.
Philippians 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.
God Bless you
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