
Who you are in Christ

God is the Revealer-Illuminator
John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word. The Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
2 He was with God in the beginning.  3 All things were made through Him, and apart from Him nothing was made that has come into being.  4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.  5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overpowered it. 6 There came a man sent from God, whose name was John.  7 He came as a witness to testify about the light, so that through him everyone might believe.  8 He was not the light, but he came to bear witness concerning the light. 9The true light, coming into the world, gives light to every man.

Psalms 119:130 The entrance of thy words gives light; it gives understanding unto the simple.
To understand the true nature of God is of upmost importance if we are to understand who Christ really is. Sounds a little backward doesn’t it? But let us look at the words of Jesus Himself and see what His motivations were, remember; Hebrews 13:8 “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and 
today, and for ever.” His objectives have not changed.
Since Jesus said that I and the Father are one (John 10:30), we come to see that Jesus’ attributes came from Jehovah.  Jesus understood the importance of revealing the Father to those who were entrusted to Him as he said in John 17:6-8 “I revealed your name to the people whom you have given me out of the world. They were yours, and you have given them to me. They have kept your word. 7 Now they have known that all things whatever you have given me are from you, 
8 for the words which you have given me I have given to them, and they received them, and knew for sure that I came from you, and they have believed that you sent me.”   
What did Jesus say he did? “I revealed Your Name” or revealed God’s name to the disciples. Have we taken time to understand what that means? I found this in Webster’s dictionary as to the definition of “Name.”  In Scripture the name of God signifies his titles, his attributes, His will or purpose His honor and glory, His word, His grace, His wisdom, power and goodness, His worship or service, or God himself.
This puts an entirely new light on the topic of knowing God doesn’t it? But isn’t it our duty concerning the Scriptures that we should search them to find truth? Too many times we just let what somebody says be good enough for us believing that they are bringing us the truth, right?  Often times we just skim over the word of God to perform our Christian duty without really applying ourselves to find truth, so in reality the end result is, we get what we put into it.
If we truly want to be honorable before Jehovah God we need to be like the believers in Berea, see here in Act 17:11 “These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.”  They didn’t just peruse the scriptures but searched them out daily. You see the apostle Paul came to the Jewish synagogue there in Berea and taught that Jesus was the Messiah and that He had died and rose from the dead. This is what he did everywhere he went.  Those who believed in Berea just didn’t take Paul’s word for it, but they diligently searched the scriptures to make sure that Paul was telling the truth. 
Just as Jesus the Son of God brought God’s words and will to a lost world, he left us with these same

words so that we can know all things that pertain to the Father. John 1:18 (NRS) “No one has

ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him

known.” Jesus didn’t come on His own or for His own purposes, so many places He makes it known that He does not speak of Himself but of Him that sent Him see here in John 7:14 “Now about the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and taught.  15 And the Jews marvelled, saying, How knoweth this man letters, having never learned?  16 Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me. 17 If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself. 18 He that speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory: but he that seeketh his glory that sent him, the same is true, and no unrighteousness is in him.”    
It seems that the apostle John had a special insight into the intimate relationship that Jesus Christ desires to have with all who believe on Him, as you read the entire gospel of John you see a wonderful revelation of the desire of Christ to reveal the Father to us. Another example is here in John 15:15 “Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you.” (KJV)  

The apostle John also gives some insight into who we are by his writing in 1 John 5:19 “We know

that we are of God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 20 We know that

the Son of God has come, and has given us an understanding, that we know him who is true,

and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.” 

Jesus came as a representative of Jehovah God to reveal the nature and character of our Heavenly Father as described here in Hebrews 1:1 “Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3 He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.” (NRS)
John 1:1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 The same was in the beginning with God.  3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.” Always bear in mind that Jesus and His word are one and the same, so we can understand that the descriptions and attributes of Jehovah God that we are about to discover in scripture are brought to us by none other than Jesus Christ Himself. He reveals the Father to us as we just seen in the above scriptures.   
So, we will first look at the descriptions and attributes of Jehovah God and in doing so we will get a glimpse of His character and essence. Through this we should see the value of who we are in Christ Jesus, remember in Genesis 1:26 God said, “Let’s make man in our image, after our likeness.”   
1 Corinthians 11:7 “For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as he is the image and glory of God: but the woman is the glory of the man.”
James 3:9 “Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God.”
We need to understand that there is so much more to us than we realize, especially if we are in Christ Jesus and believe on His Name as it says in Colossians 3:3 “For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.” and also in Colossians 3:10 “And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him” So what does it mean to be created in God’s image? 
Who is God?
We shall discover in Isaiah many characteristics and attributes concerning the nature of God and keep in the back of your mind that it is Father God who gives the illumination as to the reality of who Christ is. I would encourage you to look up every scripture and read it in its full context to get the whole flavor of what is being described.

So here we go. 

Isaiah 1                    





2- The Nourisher






4- The Holy One of Israel





9- The Lord of Hosts




18- The Cleanser of sins

24- Mighty One of Israel
Isaiah 2

3- The teacher of His ways

5- One who Illuminates
10 – Glorious and Majestic

Isaiah 3

13- A Judge

Isaiah 5

16- A God that is Holy

Isaiah 6




1- High and Lifted up



25- One who can become angry


Isaiah 8

8- A King
Isaiah 9

6- Wonderful, counselor, mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of peace
Isaiah 10  









13- Wise and Prudent






Isaiah 12





2- my Salvation
2- my Strength

4- His name is Exalted

5- doer of excellent things


Isaiah 14

1- God of Mercy

Isaiah 17









10- Rock of thy strength
Isaiah 25
1- God of faithfulness & Truth

Isaiah 26

12- ordains Peace

Isaiah 28









5- A Crown of Beauty





29- Wonderful in counsel






Isaiah 30
18- A God of judgement

26- The healer

33- Breath like brimstone

Isaiah 33

5- He dwells on High

22- Our lawgiver

Isaiah 37









 
16- God of Israel, that dwellest between the cherubims,




16- Thou hast made heaven and earth.











Isaiah 40

12- beyond understanding

22- sits on the circle/earth

26- creator of the stars

26- strong in power

29- gives power to the faint
Isaiah 41

4- I the LORD, the first, and with the last; I am he.
Isaiah 42
13- The Lord is like a man of war

Isaiah 43
4- Thy savior

14- The Lord your Redeemer

16- which makes a way in the sea, and a path in the mighty waters;

25-  I, am he that blots out your transgressions

Isaiah 44

2- The LORD that made thee, and formed thee from the womb,

26- That confirms the word of his servant, and performs the counsel of his messengers;

Isaiah 45

2- I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight:

3- And I will give you the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places

7- I form the light, and create darkness:

15- You are a God who hides Himself

19- I the LORD speak righteousness, I declare things that are right.

21- There is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour

Isaiah 46
10- God declares the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done
Isaiah 48

10- He is a refiner

13- He has laid the foundation of the earth

17- I am the LORD thy God which teaches you to profit
Isaiah 49

13- He comforts His people

26- the mighty One of Jacob.

Isaiah 50

3- I clothe the heavens with blackness
8- He justifies you
Isaiah 51 

16- I have covered thee in the shadow of mine hand
Isaiah 52

7- God reigns
12- God is your rear guard

Isaiah 54

5- The God of the whole earth

Isaiah 55

7- He who pardons

Isaiah 57

15- He is the high and lofty One that inhabits eternity
15- I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit
Isaiah 58

14- He will cause you to ride upon the high places of the earth
Isaiah 59

19- God will be your guard
Isaiah 60

20- for the LORD shall be thine everlasting light

Isaiah 61

10- He hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness

Isaiah 63
7- A God of Lovingkindness

14- The Spirit of the LORD caused him to rest
Isaiah 64
8- But now, O LORD, thou art our father
Isaiah 65

16- God of truth

Isaiah 66

23- Object of all worship

Who is God?

Now I believe that we are on the way to be able to clearly answer the question as to who God is, but this is only the first step to receiving the full illumination to this question, let me explain.  It’s easy to know about someone but not really know them, right? One is a general academic understanding of the question.  For instance, we know who the president of the United States is, that’s general knowledge but we don’t really have a personal acquaintance with him, true? On the other hand, there is the experiential knowledge of a person because they have had a personal relationship him.  For instance, you’re the president’s brother you could say I know him because I lived with him.  
It is the same with Father God, knowing Him is relating with Him on several levels, as the Creator of the Universe, knowing Him as the all-knowing God, knowing Him as your Loving Heavenly Father.  And these are all on a supernatural level in and by the Spirit 1 Corinthians 2: 12 “Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God.” It is by the Spirit of God that we are brought into a place that we can fellowship with our Heavenly Father.  God desires that relationship with us, but it can only be in a spiritual connection as spoken by Jesus in John 4:23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.
Romans 8:14-17 plainly tells us what the Spirit of God does for us 14” For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, "Abba! Father!" 16 it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.” (RSV)
The apostle John says that because God has given us His Spirit, we can know that we abide in God;

1 John 4:13” By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.” (RSV)
Knowing Him in nature is also important because according to Romans we can know God through His creation.  Romans 1:17 “For in it the righteousness of God is revealed through faith for faith; as it is written, "The one who is righteous will live by faith." 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and wickedness of those who by their wickedness suppress the truth. 19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 20 Ever since the creation of the world his eternal power and divine nature, invisible though they are, have been understood and seen through the things he has made. So they are without excuse;” (RSV) 
God’s wisdom and spiritual principles are manifested in His creation from the heavens above, from flowers to trees and then there is the human body, so much we can learn about our Heavenly Father as we observe His creation.
God desires a personal relationship with you and longs to reveal Himself to you so that you can know Him in a deep personal way, but we need to come on His terms. I think that is why Christianity as a whole seems shallow, because instead of coming on God’s terms, they have tried to make up their own terms as to how they will approach God through human wisdom and not by the revealing of the Spirit.  Well we can see the results of man’s endeavors in the Church as a whole, need I say more?  
One last scripture and then we will move forward. This is one of my favorite verses of scripture.  Here we get a glimpse of what God is looking for; Jeremiah 9:23 “Thus says the Lord: Do not let the wise boast in their wisdom, do not let the mighty boast in their might, do not let the wealthy boast in their wealth; 24 but let those who boast boast in this, that they understand and know me, that I am the Lord; I act with steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth, for in these things I delight, says the Lord.” (RSV)
The next step in knowing who God is by using the characteristics and attributes found in Isaiah is using them in your prayer time and in your times of meditation. By concentrating on these continually you will develop a prayer type of confession as to how you are perceiving Jehovah God and you will be on your way to allowing Him to reveal Himself to you.  
Right now, these are just words on pages but as you spend time in meditation you will experience the reality and life that these scriptures possess, just as Jesus said in John 6:63(ESV) “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.” As these scriptures become a reality to you, the experience will be as if these words lift off the pages and your being absorbs them. That is how they become life to you. It is by God’s doing not of our own will.  Remember as I quoted before in John 1:1(ESV) “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” 
Regardless of whether you are reading in the Old Testament or the New Testament the words spoken and thus written were produced by the person of God called the Word or as we know Him Jesus.  John 1:3 “All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made.”  Ah!  Did you see what just happened? We transitioned from studying about Jehovah God and naturally moved into the revelation of Jesus Christ as God.  We can’t get around it, all studying of God’s word will naturally bring you to the manifestation Jesus Christ but as I explained in the beginning of this teaching it is God that gives the true illumination or revelation.  Also, if you study the Old Testament, you will find Jesus the Messiah in every book of the Old Testament. 
It’s all about Him! Look at these passages of scripture; 
Ephesians 1:15 “For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.”
Colossians 1:12 “giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

The Preeminence of Christ 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.” (ESV) 
Hebrews 1:1 “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.” (RSV)

Philippians 2:5 “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

Ephesians 2:1 “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience-- 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ--by grace you have been saved-- 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”
Now here is another Ah! Point!  There is another transition that takes place when we study the scriptures and receive revelation or illumination about Christ, it will always bring you to a point to where you will see how you have been positioned as a believer to share all the things that are in Christ Jesus the King of Kings. 

Please remember and let it sink deep into your soul that God’s great desire is to have intimate fellowship with you and to reveal through Christ Jesus all that is in store for you so that you can enjoy all of the spiritual blessings in heavenly places as you have been brought into a spiritual relationship with your heavenly Father. 
Who you are in Christ
Our identification is critically tied to our understanding of where we stand in light of God’s Word.  That is why I share so many verses of scripture. It verifies God’s desires, will, promises and thoughts towards us. Think about it, the Bible wasn’t written for God’s benefit.  He knows all there is to know, and He is secure in His understanding as to who He is.  Was it not written for us or to us?  It is also a guide, or a letter given to us to bring us to a better place in this life in all ways.  Let’s face it, we need help that is beyond the wisdom of this world and without the illumination of the Spirit of God in our hearts and minds we will not come to the knowledge that the apostle Paul speaks of in Ephesians 1:17 “that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him;  18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope of his calling, and what are the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,  19 and what is the exceeding greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to that working of the strength of his might  20 which he worked in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and made him to sit at his right hand in the heavenly places” (WEB) 
What the Apostle Paul is saying here is that it is his desire that God our heavenly Father would grant your inner person the ability be able to comprehend all that is laid in store for you.

Let’s break it down so we can grasp the whole concept of the Apostle Paul’s thought;

Verse 18 having a full understanding of what awaits us in eternity as a result of being called to serve Him and having a full understanding of all of the benefits both now and hereafter that await those who are considered His children.
Verse 19 that we can have a full understanding of the great power and authority of God our Heavenly Father that is at work within each one of us who believe on Jesus Christ. 
Verse 20 that we fully understand that the same power, authority and might that is at work within us is the same power and might that raised Christ Jesus from the dead and caused Christ to sit on a throne at God’s right hand over all of heaven for all eternity.    
We must understand that it is Father God who gives us this inner illumination, remember in Matthew 16 when Jesus asked the disciples “who do men say that I am?” 
Peter gave the true answer and notice what Jesus said in response, Matthew 16:17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.  
This falls totally in line with what the Apostle Paul said in Ephesians 1:17-20“that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him;  18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope of his calling, and what are the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,  19 and what is the exceeding greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to that working of the strength of his might  20 which he worked in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and made him to sit at his right hand in the heavenly places” (WEB)
You see, many know who Jesus is as a historical figure or a human figure.  The disciples knew who Jesus was as a man, but when our Heavenly Father opened Peter’s eyes, he saw not the man Jesus but the Christ which means the anointed; Messiah.  Also, here in Matthew 11:25 At that time Jesus declared, "I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; and then look at the rest of what Jesus said verse 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.  27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. (ESV) 
Again, God’s desire is for our understanding to be opened to the fact that God is real and active in our lives today (those who are true believers in Jesus Christ) and that it is through the knowledge of Jesus Christ that we can find where we stand in this life as a believer in Jesus Christ.  
Remember these are the words of life given for you to have life. Don’t be deceived into believing that they don’t pertain to you, that’s the devils desire.  Observe the contrast that Jesus reveals here in John 10:9 “I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”  That life is yours to receive as a believer in the Anointed one Jesus Christ!

The following are verses that will reveal where you stand as a believer in Christ Jesus, become very familiar with them.
Ephesians 1:3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love  5 he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will” (ESV)

Romans 8:28 “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.  31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?”
Revelation 1:5 “And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”
Ephesians 2: 5-8” Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: “
Romans 8:14” For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.” 

Romans 3:24 “Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus”
Romans 5:17 “For if by one man’s offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.”  

1Peter 2:9 “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light” 

2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new”
2 Corinthians 2:14 “Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place.”
1 John 5:5 “Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?”  

Romans 8:37 “Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.”
2 Corinthians 5:20 “Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.”
John 14:12-14 “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.”
Philippians 4:13” I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me”
1 John 4:15 “Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God.”  

John 14:1-3 “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”
John 15:15” Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. 16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you”
1John 3:1 “Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.”
Galatians 2:20 “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”  
Ephesians 1:13 “In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise”
Deuteronomy 28:13 “And the LORD shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of the LORD thy God, which I command thee this day, to observe and to do them” 

What a wonderful relationship awaits those who seek and trust in the God of the Universe all that has been done through Jesus Christ is prepared for those who will follow in His footsteps as revealed in His Word.   Like Paul the apostle so humbly proclaims here in Philippians 3:13 “Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”
The following is a short editorial of a teaching from Jonathan Edwards a teacher from the late 1700’s whose insight into the spiritual things of God is unparalleled.  This teaching was based on the passage of scripture; 2 Corinthians 3:18 “But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.“ (KJV)

Here, with great affection for his subject, Edwards both biblically and rationally lays out the case that the spiritual knowledge and illumination needed to understand the gospel and to internalize the excellencies of divine truth, is imparted directly by God alone. This knowledge is given immediately by God and not obtained through natural means that operate by their own power. While God often makes use of natural means, yet the medium is not what causes the effect. God may teach us many things through nature and reason, and even use the words of Scripture to convey a doctrine or proposition, but only God can illumine them in such a way wherein we see their beauty and excellency. Those who are unregenerate have no capacity to love what is spiritual and are not partly but wholly dependent on God to translate them from darkness to light. Edwards does an excellent job explaining how spiritual light is actually given.  
Here is a quote from Oswald Chambers about the same verse;
The greatest characteristic a Christian can exhibit is this completely unveiled openness before God, which allows that person’s life to become a mirror for others. When the Spirit fills us, we are transformed, and by beholding God we become mirrors. You can always tell when someone has been beholding the glory of the Lord, because your inner spirit senses that he mirrors the Lord’s own character. Beware of anything that would spot or tarnish that mirror in you. It is almost always something good that will stain it— something good, but not what is best.

The most important rule for us is to concentrate on keeping our lives open to God. Let everything else including work, clothes, and food be set aside. The busyness of things obscures our concentration on God. We must maintain a position of beholding Him, keeping our lives completely spiritual through and through. Let other things come and go as they will; let other people criticize us as they will; but never allow anything to obscure the life that “is hidden with Christ in God” (Colossians 3:3). Never let a hurried lifestyle disturb the relationship of abiding in Him. This is an easy thing to allow, but we must guard against it. The most difficult lesson of the Christian life is learning how to continue “beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord….”
Psalms 119:130 The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.  (KJV)
The Truth Will Set You Free
John 8:31 “So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him," If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." (RSV)
God Bless you!
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