


How to Fight to not Fight

There is a song that I appreciate from the Christian group called Planetshakers entitled “The Anthem” here are the words; Hallelujah, You have won the victory, Hallelujah, You have won it all for me, Death could not hold You down, You are the risen King, seated in majesty, You are the risen King.” 

What a wonderful testimony for us to be mindful of, Jesus overcame all of the difficulties that there are to be faced in this life, even death, and Jesus overcame death when you ponder that, you’ll realize the impossibility of what Jesus accomplished.  Death could not hold Him down, that is the most important achievement that could ever be achieved, and because of that we have the message of eternal life as the apostle Paul said; 1Corinthians 15:13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. 15 We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Glory be to God!!

We know that Jesus won a complete victory over all of the power of the satan, but at this time we will look at what else Jesus overcame, to appreciate the greatness of God’s power and grace. We see that Jesus was:

- Lied about; Luke 23:2 And they began to accuse him, saying, "We found this man misleading our nation and forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, and saying that he himself is Christ, a king."

- Hated; Luke 4:28 When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. 29 And they rose up and drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff. 30 But passing through their midst, he went away.

- Plotted against; Matthew 27:1 When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death.

- Betrayed; Luke 22:47 And while he yet spake, behold a multitude, and he that was called Judas, one of the twelve, went before them, and drew near unto Jesus to kiss him. 48 But Jesus said unto him, Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss? 

- Sought after to be killed; Matthew 26:3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, 4 and plotted together in order to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him.

John 7:1 After these things Jesus walked in Galilee: for he would not walk in Jewry, because the Jews sought to kill him.

- Mocked; Matthew 27:29 And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand: and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews!

- Rejected; Mark 6:1 And he went out from thence, and came into his own country; and his disciples follow him.  2 And when the sabbath day was come, he began to teach in the synagogue: and many hearing him were astonished, saying, From whence hath this man these things? and what wisdom is this which is given unto him, that even such mighty works are wrought by his hands? 3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were offended at him. 4 But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, but in his own country, and among his own kin, and in his own house. 5 And he could there do no mighty work, save that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them. 6 And he marvelled because of their unbelief. And he went round about the villages, teaching. 

- Persecuted; John 5:16 And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to slay him, because he had done these things on the sabbath day. 17 But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and I work. 18 Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making himself equal with God. 

- Killed; Matthew 27:35 And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting lots: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, They parted my garments among them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots.

Jesus told us that we would face persecutions and hardships, suffering and trials; Mark 10:28 Peter began to say to him, "See, we have left everything and followed you." 29 Jesus said, "Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, 30 who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first."

Matthew 5:11 "Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

John 15:18 "If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to you: 'A servant is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. 21 But all these things they will do to you on account of my name, because they do not know him who sent me.

Matthew 24:9 "Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations for my name's sake. 10 And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate one another. 11 And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. 12 And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 

Jesus also said that your life could be at stake, but the scriptures give us an example as to how to deal with these issues that will come.

Peter 4:12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And "If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?" 19 Therefore let those who suffer according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.



The power of Death

The bible tells us in Romans, chapter 5, that death entered into the world by Adam; God created Adam to live forever. He was an eternal soul.  In Genesis 2, we read; Genesis 2:7 And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.  God breathed His life into Adam which means God’s eternal life was in Adam.

God told Adam that he was to not to eat of the Tree of Knowledge of good and evil and God’s words were, in the day that you do eat you shall die; Genesis 2:17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.    We know that Adam disobeyed God and did eat, and it was then that that death was activated into this world and would reign.  

Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 

We must understand that this word death is a “Noun,” which means that it is more than just a word, but it is an “entity.” Here is the definition: a thing with distinct and independent existence.
We know that death is real, and if you have ever seen someone dying, you, in a sense, can see that death on them. 

We must also understand that the word death is both physically and spiritually.  We know that Adam died physically, but he was also separated from God when he was driven out from the garden where he had walked and fellowshipped with his creator. 

Here are a couple of facts to understand:

1) Death is not a respecter of persons; it takes whom it chooses, and that death is final.

2) When a person is not Born Again, they are considered dead in sins; Ephesians 2:1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;  

So, we see two descriptions of death one is physical and the other spiritual.
The bible tells us that Jesus is life and light; John 1:4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 

John 8:12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. 

So through Christ Jesus we receive the gift of spiritual life  that also affects our physical being as well because we have been set free from the curse of death; 2Timothy1:10  But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel: 

Hebrews 2:14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 15 And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 

So, we know that through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, death no longer has the hold on us that it did before we came to Christ because of His power in us. 
1Corinthians 15:21 For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 

As Christians, the things that would cause death in people who are not believers in Jesus Christ, do not have that effect on us as the scriptures tell us in Mark 16:17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.  

Luke 10:19 Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 

Here is this truth in action as we read about the apostle Paul in Act 28:3 And when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid them on the fire, there came a viper out of the heat, and fastened on his hand. 4 And when the barbarians saw the venomous beast hang on his hand, they said among themselves, No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet vengeance suffereth not to live. 5 And he shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no harm. 6 Howbeit they looked when he should have swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly: but after they had looked a great while, and saw no harm come to him, they changed their minds, and said that he was a god. 

These scriptures bear witness to the truth that we are free from the curse that was activated by Adams disobedience as confirmed by this verse in Galatians 3:13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: 

Personally, there are many times that I should have died by illness, accidents, and satanic attacks. But because of the truth of God’s word I am still alive by the power of His resurrection that works in me as well, yes death is in this world and looking to take people before they can come to Christ or before they can fulfill their destinies, but as we trust in the power of Christ that resides within us, that curse cannot have its effect on us. Amen!


Even when our time has come that we finish the race there remains a great hope of eternity with our Father in heaven, and then death is not final for us as we see in 1Corinthians 15:51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Remember that you are a triune being, spirit, soul, and body. When you received Christ, your inner man was regenerated and made alive unto God. Anything that is not in God’s is considered dead, so before we came to Christ Jesus we were dead, but now we are alive and eternal beings because we have been brought to life spiritually; John 11:25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: 26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Titus 3:7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

So the promise for us as believers in Jesus Christ is that even though our body may perish at the end of our race, we still win because Christ has overcome death and hell, so the death of the body does not mean death for our souls for to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord; 2Corinthians 5:8 We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.  But the death of our bodies means graduation from this life here on this earth to everlasting life with our Father in Heaven. 

At the time of death, the body goes into the ground to await the resurrection at which time all the righteous who have died will be reunited with their bodies but in a glorified form as it says in the following verses; 1 Corinthians 15: 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 

1Thessalonians 4:16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

Death will reign here until the time of the eternal reign of Jesus Christ here on this earth then shall the judgment come, and death shall be dealt with as we see in the following verses of scripture; 1Corinthians 15:25 For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death

Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 
Romans 8:38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen!

Based on all that we have read thus far, we must answer this question: what is there to fear?

A critical question that we must ask in light of all that Jesus had done is, what do we need to be afraid of, and what are we fighting against?

Here is a list of what Jesus accomplished for us.

- Healing

Luke 4:16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read. 17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, 18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 

James 5:14 Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: 15 And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. 16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 

1Peter 2:21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: 22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: 24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 

- Peace

John 14:27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.

Romans 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

Colossians 1:20 And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. 21 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled 22 In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight: 



- Victory in all things and over all things

Luke 10:19 Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 

1Corinthians 15:57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

1John 5:4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? 

- Abundant life

John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 

Ephesians 3:16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; 17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 
19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. 20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, 21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 

2Peter 1:3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 
4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 

- Sound mind

2Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 

Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 

Ephesians 4:23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 

Hebrews 10:19 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20 By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; 21 And having an high priest over the house of God; 22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) 


- One with Jesus and the Father

Ephesians 4:2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 

Colossians 2:9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: 

- Forgiveness

Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; 

Colossians 2:13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 

1John 2:12 I write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for his name's sake. 13 I write unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning. I write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked one. I write unto you, little children, because ye have known the Father. 14 I have written unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning. I have written unto you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one. 

- Eternal life 

John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 30 I and my Father are one. 

As you can see Jesus has made provision for every area of our lives through His death and resurrection, His victory is our victory so we have nothing to fear because we are not lest helpless. Even victory over the powers of the devil has been accomplished through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

So, to answer the first question; “what are we to be afraid of?” That would be nothing.  The Bible tells us that the devil has been destroyed; 

Hebrews 2:14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 15 And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 


There are so many things that Jesus accomplished while He was here on this earth. He totally fulfilled the mission that He was sent here for as we will see in the scriptures.  First let’s look at the Old Testament prophesies concerning the Messiah’s work: Isaiah 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; 2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; 

When Jesus began His ministry, He entered the synagogue and read the same scripture as we see in Luke 4:18-19.  As we look at this passage of scripture and continue reading, we see an amazing statement that follows in verses 20-21: Luke 4:20 And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. 

Here are some other scriptures that speak to this purpose that Jesus came to fulfill. 

Isaiah 25:8 He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for the LORD hath spoken it. 9 And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, and he will save us: this is the LORD; we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

Hebrews 2:14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 15 And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.  

1John 3:8 He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil. 

In the following description, we shall look at the meaning of this verse from the original Greek text and evaluate word for word the most accurate definition; you will find this very interesting.

that he might destroy the works of the devil. 

ἵνα     λύσῃ      τὰ     ἔργα     τοῦ       διαβόλου.

That = ἵνα,c  \{hin'-ah}
1) that, in order that, so that

Destroy = λύσῃ/ λύω,v  \{loo'-o}
1) to loose any person (or thing) tied or fastened  1a) bandages of the feet, the shoes,  1b) of a husband and wife joined together by the bond of matrimony  1c) of a single man, whether he has already had a wife or has not  yet married  2) to loose one bound, i.e. to unbind, release from bonds, set free  2a) of one bound up (swathed in bandages)  2b) bound with chains (a prisoner), discharge from prison, let go  3) to loosen, undo, dissolve, anything bound, tied, or compacted together  3a) an assembly, i.e. to dismiss, break up  3b) laws, as having a binding force, are likened to bonds  3c) to annul, subvert  3d) to do away with, to deprive of authority, whether by precept  or act  3e) to declare unlawful  3f) to loose what is compacted or built together, to break up,  demolish, destroy  3g) to dissolve something coherent into parts, to destroy  3h) metaph., to overthrow, to do away with

The = τὰ /ὁ,ra  \{ho}
1) the 2) this, that, these, etc

Works = ἔργα /ἔργον,n  \{er'-gon}
1) business, employment, that which any one is occupied  1a) that which one undertakes to do, enterprise, undertaking  2) any product whatever, any thing accomplished by hand, art,  industry, or mind  3) an act, deed, thing done: the idea of working is emphasised in  opp. to that which is less than work

The = τὰ /ὁ,ra  \{ho}
1) the 2) this, that, these, etc.

Devil = διάβολος,a  \{dee-ab'-ol-os}
1) prone to slander, slanderous, accusing falsely  1a) a calumniator, false accuser, slanderer,  2) metaph. applied to a man who, by opposing the cause of God, may be  said to act the part of the devil or to side with him    Satan the prince of the demons, the author of evil, persecuting good  men, estranging mankind from God and enticing them to sin,  afflicting them with diseases by means of demons who take possession  of their bodies at his bidding.

Through this, we get a clear picture of what Jesus accomplished.  In plain words, everything that pertains to the devil’s work has been rendered ineffective.  Everything that the devil tries to use against us is dead in the eyes of Jesus Christ.  All that the devil can do to you is lie to you. 

Remember, Jesus said that the devil is a liar and the father of lies.  
When Jesus was being interrogated by the pharisee’s, He had this to say to them; John 8:44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.    

Look at this scripture in 2 Thessalonians; 2Thessalonians 2:8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 

In the following scripture we’ll see that the devil is a transformer, a deceiver; 2Corinthians 11:12 But what I do, that I will do, that I may cut off occasion from them which desire occasion; that wherein they glory, they may be found even as we. 13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. 14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works. 





What is our fight?

As you can see from these passages of scripture, the Holy Spirit is trying to convey a strong message to us; this message being our adversary is deceptive in many areas. His goal is this, as written by the apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 11: 3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 

Remember, the title of this teaching is “How to Fight to not Fight”.  What is it that we are to fight, what is it that we are not to fight? 

The reason many Christians fall short in their walk of faith is because they are lured to battle in a false arena.  The devil is a deceiver, and his tactics are always the same.  His strategy is to draw you into a fight that is designed in his favor.  Let me explain; for this, we shall start with Jesus’ temptation in the desert. 

Matthew 4:1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. 2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred. 3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, if thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. 4 But he answered and said, it is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 5 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, 6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 7 Jesus said unto him, it is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; 9 And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. 10 Then saith Jesus unto him, get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 11 Then the devil liveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him. 

What was it that the devil was trying to get Jesus to do? It was the devil who confronted Jesus and challenged Him when He was weak from fasting.  The answer Jesus gave tells the challenge.  The devil challenged Jesus to act on or in His own accord (to Engage).  The devil knew well who Jesus was, and that Jesus’ life was tied to the Word of God, thus the challenge to turn the stones into bread so that Jesus could take care of Himself instead of trusting in His Father.  Jesus resisted that temptation to engage by standing on the Word of God by quoting the following verse; 4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.  Jesus did not allow Himself to get drawn out of His position with God to satisfy the taunt of the devil. Jesus resisted by standing on the Word of God.  Jesus did not fight the devil; that is what the devil was trying to do, to get Jesus to battle, fight, debate, and engage.  But Jesus withstood the advance of the devil by using the Word of God to resist.  Jesus fought His flesh not to engage the devil.  Do you see that? 

Two other times the devil tried to get Jesus to engage, but in all of those temptations Jesus stayed faithful to God by standing on His Word and resisting the temptation to engage.  Through this, we can see where the true nature of our fight is.  


Fighting the good fight of Faith

The apostle Paul gave his son in the Lord Timothy a strong admonition to fight the good fight of Faith.  Many times, we overlook the true meaning of what the apostle was saying to Timothy: 
1Timothy 6:12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses. 

The subject that the apostle Paul is instructing Timothy about is the “Faith.”  In the early church times, Christians walked in what was known as “The Faith;” Acts 6:7 And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith. 

As faith in Christ was the first demand made from those who desired to enter the new Christian communion, it is easy to understand how the Christian religion gained from the earliest times the name of “the Faith.”  Taken from the Cambridge Bible commentary.

Here is what the definition of the word ”Faith” means.  Greek Lexicon of the Bible. 
πίστις, n  \{pis'-tis}

1) conviction of the truth of anything, belief; in the NT of a  conviction or belief respecting man's relationship to God and divine things, generally with the included idea of trust and holy fervor born of faith and joined with it  1a) relating to God  1a1) the conviction that God exists and is the creator and ruler of all things, the provider and bestower of eternal salvation through Christ  1b) relating to Christ  1b1) a strong and welcome conviction or belief that Jesus is the Messiah, through whom we obtain eternal salvation in the kingdom of God  1c) the religious beliefs of Christians  1d) belief with the predominate idea of trust (or confidence)  whether in God or in Christ, springing from faith in the same  2) fidelity, faithfulness  2a) the character of one who can be relied on.

Let’s look at the scripture in detail to understand better what the apostle Paul was saying: 
 1Timothy 6:12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses. 

This definition is from the Greek Lexicon of the Bible; 

Fight; ἀγωνίζομαι,v \{ag-o-nid'-zom-ahee} 
1) to enter a contest: contend in the gymnastic games 2) to contend with adversaries, fight. 3) metaph. to contend, struggle, with difficulties and dangers.  4) to endeavour with strenuous zeal, strive: to obtain something.

The fight that we face is not a fight against satan; he is the god of this world.  His influence is all around us as we live in this world.  That, we cannot do anything about until God deals with him directly.  Our fight of faith is against the schemes and deceptions that he tries to fill our minds with through false teachings and the attacks on our consciousness through satan’s spiritual forces.  Our fight is to stay in the truth of God’s Pure Word at all times and not let the evil influences affect our faith.  

We see this mentioned in 1 Timothy chapter 4; 1Timothy 4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;
Here is another warning for us to heed:  2Timothy 2:15 (ISV)Do your best to present yourself to God as an approved worker who has nothing to be ashamed of, handling the word of truth with precision. 16 However, avoid pointless discussions. For people will become more and more ungodly, 17 and what they say will spread everywhere like gangrene. Hymenaeus and Philetus are like that. 18 They have abandoned the truth by claiming that the resurrection has already taken place, and so they destroy the faith of others. 

Look at what the apostle Paul said towards the end of his life; 2Timothy 4:7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.  

The battle to keep our faith pure is the real battle that we fight.  The devil understands how important the Pure Word of God is to the life of a Christian believer, and he uses the same tactics that he used against Jesus to get us to fight the wrong battles.  

As we have seen earlier, the battle over the devil’s power is over and won by Jesus Christ.  But the devil would like you to believe that you have to fight him, and he will try to draw you out into a fight to do things through your own strength, that is a fight you will never win because it is a false battle designed to wear you down and to get you operating in self.  But our Father in heaven gave us an answer to this confrontation.  His Pure Word and it says, James 4:6 (ISV)But he gives all the more grace. And so he says, "God opposes the arrogant but gives grace to the humble." 7 Therefore, submit yourselves to God. Resist the devil, and he will run away from you. 

1Peter 5:6 (ISV) Therefore, humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, so that at the proper time he may exalt you. 7 Throw all your worry on him, because he cares for you. 8 Be clear-minded and alert. Your opponent, the devil, is prowling around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him and be firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 

Let’s examine what Jesus did in the desert; first, we see Jesus was hungry; 2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred.  Jesus was hungry, but He didn’t let that hunger change His perspective.  He stayed humble and submitted to His Father and trusted in His Word; it was that trust that gave Him the strength to resist and overcome His own desires while being tempted by the devil. What this teaches us is; our ability to resist is intimately linked to our willingness to be humble and committed to God’s Pure Word in the eyes of God.  We must fight the urge to step out of our position in Christ Jesus when we're being challenged by the devil to engage.  Our rightful place is to abide in the Word of God just as Jesus did.  Do you see that?  

Here is another example of this; Jude 1:9 Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.  Even Michael, the archangel, would not get caught up in engaging the devil.  His words show his humility and trust in God.   

We must be clear on how important the Pure Word of God is to our life as Believers in Jesus Christ.  Jesus gave us an in-depth insight into this when He taught on the parable of the Seed and the Sower.  We’ll read from Luke’s gospel. 

Luke 8:4 And when much people were gathered together, and were come to him out of every city, he spake by a parable: 5 A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed, some fell by the way side; and it was trodden down, and the fowls of the air devoured it. 
6 And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered away, because it lacked moisture. 7 And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprang up with it, and choked it. 8 And other fell on good ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit an hundredfold. And when he had said these things, he cried, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

Now Jesus provides the answer to this parable; notice what Jesus says in verse 10:
Luke 8:9 And his disciples asked him, saying, What might this parable be? 10 And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not understand. 11 Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 13 They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away. 14 And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. 15 But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience. 

What we need to see from this parable is the importance of God’s Word.  Jesus taught that it was the devil who is targeting the Word of God sown in the lives of people; this is speaking to us as well.  Always remember that satan has designed this worlds system to pull you away from the things of God just as it says in verse 14; 14 And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection.   But as you see in verse 15, some keep their trust in God’s Word and bring forth fruit.  15 But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.  Herein is the struggle that we are in, to keep the Word! 

Look at what the apostle Paul said about this; 1Corinthians 9:24 (ISV) You know that in a race all the runners run but only one wins the prize, don't you? You must run in such a way that you may be victorious. 25 Everyone who enters an athletic contest practices self-control in everything. They do it to win a wreath that withers away, but we run to win a prize that never fades. 26 That is the way I run, with a clear goal in mind. That is the way I fight, not like someone shadow boxing. 27 No, I keep on disciplining my body, making it serve me so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not somehow be disqualified. 

Here the apostle Paul is talking about personal discipline and self-control, and doing that which is right to keep from wasting time pretend to fight (not like someone shadow boxing.) or not engaging in a false fight.  It also should be noted that the word “fight” in verse 26 means to contend.  Again, the focus here is to be disciplined enough to keep from engaging in a false fight.  Verse 27 gives the purpose of why this is important; he keeps disciplined, so he is not disqualified from the race.  Look at what Paul wrote to Timothy on this same matter; 2Timothy 2:4 (BBE)A fighting man, when he is with the army, keeps himself free from the business of this life so that he may be pleasing to him who has taken him into his army. 5 And if a man takes part in a competition he does not get the crown if he has not kept the rules. 


In the military, they conduct themselves by “The rules of engagement.”  As believers in Jesus Christ, we operate by a different set of rules.  They are the rules of non-engagement set forth by our Father in Heaven.  If Jesus is to be our example, then we must let His Pure Word be our guide.  With that being said, please take this passage of scripture to heart. 1Peter 2:19 For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully. 20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. 21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: 22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 
23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: 24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 

Hebrews (ESV) 12:2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. 4 In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 

2 Timothy (MSG) 1:8 So don’t be embarrassed to speak up for our Master or for me, his prisoner. Take your share of suffering for the Message along with the rest of us. We can only keep on going, after all, by the power of God, 9 who first saved us and then called us to this holy work. We had nothing to do with it. It was all his idea, a gift prepared for us in Jesus long before we knew anything about it. 10 But we know it now. Since the appearance of our Savior, nothing could be plainer: death defeated, life vindicated in a steady blaze of light, all through the work of Jesus. 11 This is the Message I’ve been set apart to proclaim as preacher, emissary, and teacher. 12 It’s also the cause of all this trouble I’m in. But I have no regrets. I couldn’t be more sure of my ground—the One I’ve trusted in can take care of what he’s trusted me to do right to the end. 13 So keep at your work, this faith and love rooted in Christ, exactly as I set it out for you. It’s as sound as the day you first heard it from me. 14 Guard this precious thing placed in your custody by the Holy Spirit who works in us.

As we have studied earlier, the battle is over, and the works of the enemy have been rendered void through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Understand this; it wasn’t until Jesus died and went down into hell, that He engaged satan. 

Here is a new revelation; Jesus faced the devil as a dead man, and it was there that He took the keys of death and hell from him and openly defeated him.  Jesus was empowered by the Holy Spirit, the power of God, and was also brought back to life by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Romans 8:11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 

1Corinthians 6:14 And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his own power. 

1Peter 3:18 For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: 
The apostle Paul considered himself a dead man as he wrote Galatians  2:20  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 

This was the apostle's approach to life, to live as a dean man but alive through the power of the Holy Spirit.  We are also are to be mindful of the following: Colossians 3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.  

We are to live our lives as dead ones but alive by the power of the Holy Spirit.  There is where real victory is.  Observe the following passages of scriptures:

Colossians 2:10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: 11 In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: 12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it. 

Revelation 1:18 I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death. 

Ephesians 1:16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 
17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

Ephesians 2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

As you can see, through Jesus Christ, all satanic powers and authorities have been defeated, and as we are in Christ, we sit in the same victory.  This is something that we must understand, that is why the apostle Paul wrote in Ephesians chapter 1 verses 16-23.  His prayer was that our eyes would be opened to all that that we have been blessed with through Christ Jesus.  And even as He is far above all principality and powers, because the church is His body, we also are far above all principality and power.   

This is the primary message that the apostle Paul is trying to convey in all of his epistles.  Now we can better understand the apostle Paul thought when he wrote these words; Colossians 3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 

Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 

2Corinthians 4:18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

Romans 8:5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 

The scriptures tell us that we are to maintain a particular perspective to keep from being lured into the arena of the world, remember this world is governed by satan and his desire is to pull you out of bounds to fight or compete in his arena.  The following passages of scripture are helpful in strengthening our.discipline as  followers of Jesus Christ and guiding our minds so we have the proper perspective as to how we are to conduct our lives.

 2Timothy (ESV) 2:3 Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted him. 5 An athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. 

Romans 13:11 And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. 12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. 13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. 14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. 

1John 2:15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. 

James 1:27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. 

Remember Jesus' word in Luke chapter 8; Luke 8:14 And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection.  
The Armour of God

The scriptures speak to us about the armor of God in Ephesians chapter 6.  The Armour of God has been given to us to be able to stand against the methods of the devil.  It is not just any armor; it is designed by God that should be used God’s way because it is God’s armor.  

There have been many misunderstandings and wrong doctrines built around these verses.  So, we will take the time to do an in-depth study of the Armour of God.  First let’s read the text.
 
Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; 15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: 18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;  

As I have been saying, the devil wants to lure you out to fight in his arena as he lies in wait to ambush you.  We read this in 2 Corinthians;2Corinthians 2:10 To whom ye forgive any thing, I forgive also: for if I forgave any thing, to whom I forgave it, for your sakes forgave I it in the person of Christ; 11 Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices. 

And we also read in Ephesians; Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 

Let’s look at the word “wiles” in order to understand this better:
 G3180
μεθοδεία
methodeia
meth-od-i'-ah
From a compound of G3326 and G3593 [compare “method”]; traveling over, that is, travesty, (trickery): - wile, lie in wait.
Here is the same word “Wiles” defined in the Greek lexicon of the Bible: μεθοδεία,n  \{meth-od-i'-ah}
1) cunning arts, deceit, craft, trickery

We must understand that the devil is a master at deception. This is exactly what we wrestle against, for these deceptions are everywhere in this world's system. As long as we are in this world we will be struggling against evil.  Here is the best example I can give to you; Some years ago, I was on a mission trip to Madras, India.  There was so much pollution in the air that, after we had been out in the city for a day, I wiped my forehead with white tissues and the tissue was black.  Now I did nothing but be there out in the city. That blackness was in the air and all who ventured out in the air got dirty.  Likewise, because the devil is in control of the air, all who venture out into the atmosphere will be engaging the thoughts and deceptions that are in the air. 
That is why we have been instructed in God’s Word to be sober and vigilant as we see in the following scriptures in the epistle of1 Peter, remember Peter had the unfortunate experience of denying Christ Jesus, he knows well.

1Peter 1:13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ:

1Peter 4:7 But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.

1Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:

1Thessalonians 5:6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. 7 For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night. 8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation. 9 For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain


What is the Armour of God

The armor is designed by God to help us to stand against the methods of the devil; Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. The apostle Paul emphasizes the word “stand” when talking about the armor. 

Let’s understand what it means “to stand” for this; we shall look at the Greek Lexicon;
To Stand: ἵστημι,v  \{his'-tay-mee}
1) to cause or make to stand, to place, put, set  1a) to bid to stand by, [set up]  1a1) in the presence of others, in the midst, before judges,  before members of the Sanhedrin;  1a2) to place  1b) to make firm, fix establish  1b1) to cause a person or a thing to keep his or its place  1b2) to stand, be kept intact (of family, a kingdom), to escape  in safety  1b3) to establish a thing, cause it to stand  1b31) to uphold or sustain the authority or force of anything  1c) to set or place in a balance  1c1) to weigh: money to one (because in very early times before  the introduction of coinage, the metals used to be weighed)  2) to stand  2a) to stand by or near  2a1) to stop, stand still, to stand immovable, stand firm  2a1a) of the foundation of a building  2b) to stand  2b1) continue safe and sound, stand unharmed, to stand ready or  prepared  2b2) to be of a steadfast mind  2b3) of quality, one who does not hesitate, does not waiver
So, let’s take a close look at the armour in Ephesians chapter 6; We will use the Greek Lexicon for accurate definitions.

Let’s examine the Armor:

14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, 

Truth: ἀλήθεια,n  \{al-ay'-thi-a}
1) objectively  1a) what is true in any matter under consideration  1a1) truly, in truth, according to truth  1a2) of a truth, in reality, in fact, certainly  1b) what is true in things appertaining to God and the duties  of man, moral and religious truth  1b1) in the greatest latitude  1b2) the true notions of God which are open to human reason  without his supernatural intervention  1c) the truth as taught in the Christian religion, respecting God  and the execution of his purposes through Christ, and respecting  the duties of man, opposing alike to the superstitions of the  Gentiles and the inventions of the Jews, and the corrupt opinions  and precepts of false teachers even among Christians  2) subjectively  2a) truth as a personal excellence  2a1) that candour of mind which is free from affection, pretence,  simulation, falsehood, deceit.

and having on the breastplate of righteousness

Righteousness: δικαιοσύνη,n  \{dik-ah-yos-oo'-nay}
1) in a broad sense: state of him who is as he ought to be,  righteousness, the condition acceptable to God  1a) the doctrine concerning the way in which man may attain a  state approved of God  1b) integrity, virtue, purity of life, rightness, correctness  of thinking feeling, and acting  2) in a narrower sense, justice or the virtue which gives each his due.

15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace

Peace: εἰρήνη,n  \{i-ray'-nay}
1) a state of national tranquillity  1a) exemption from the rage and havoc of war  2) peace between individuals, i.e. harmony, concord  3) security, safety, prosperity, felicity, (because peace and  harmony make and keep things safe and prosperous)  4) of the Messiah's peace  4a) the way that leads to peace (salvation)  5) of Christianity, the tranquil state of a soul assured of its  salvation through Christ, and so fearing nothing from God and  content with its earthly lot, of whatsoever sort that is  6) the blessed state of devout and upright men after death.

16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 

Shield: θυρεός,n  \{thoo-reh-os'}
1) a shield, a large oblong, four cornered shield 

Faith: πίστις,n  \{pis'-tis}
1) conviction of the truth of anything, belief; in the NT of a  conviction or belief respecting man's relationship to God and  divine things, generally with the included idea of trust and  holy fervour born of faith and joined with it  1a) relating to God  1a1) the conviction that God exists and is the creator and  ruler of all things, the provider and bestower of eternal  salvation through Christ  1b) relating to Christ  1b1) a strong and welcome conviction or belief that Jesus is  the Messiah, through whom we obtain eternal salvation in  the kingdom of God  1c) the religious beliefs of Christians  1d) belief with the predominate idea of trust (or confidence)  whether in God or in Christ, springing from faith in the same  2) fidelity, faithfulness  2a) the character of one who can be relied on 
17 And take the helmet of salvation, 

Helmet:: περικεφαλαία,n \{per-ee-kef-al-ah'-yah}
1) a helmet 2) metaphor 2a) the protection of the soul which consists in (the hope of) salvation

and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: 

Sword: μάχαιρα,n  \{makh'-ahee-rah}
1) a large knife, used for killing animals and cutting up flesh  2) a small sword, as distinguished from a large sword  2a) curved sword, for a cutting stroke  2b) a straight sword, for thrusting

of the Spirit: πνεῦμα,n  \{pnyoo'-mah}
1) the third person of the triune God, the Holy Spirit, coequal,  coeternal with the Father and the Son  1a) sometimes referred to in a way which emphasises his  personality and character (the \\Holy\\ Spirit)  1b) sometimes referred to in a way which emphasises his work  and power (the Spirit of \\Truth\\)  1c) never referred to as a depersonalised force  2) the spirit, i.e. the vital principal by which the body is animated  2a) the rational spirit, the power by which the human being feels,  thinks, decides  2b) the soul  3) a spirit, i.e. a simple essence, devoid of all or at least  all grosser matter, and possessed of the power of knowing,  desiring, deciding, and acting  3a) a life giving spirit  3b) a human soul that has left the body  3c) a spirit higher than man but lower than God, i.e. an angel  3c1) used of demons, or evil spirits, who were conceived  as inhabiting the bodies of men  3c2) the spiritual nature of Christ, higher than the highest  angels and equal to God, the divine nature of Christ  4) the disposition or influence which fills and governs the soul  of any one  4a) the efficient source of any power, affection, emotion, desire, etc.  5) a movement of air (a gentle blast) 5a) of the wind, hence the wind itself 5b) breath of nostrils or mouth

We must tie in another scripture here; Hebrews4:12 (ESV) For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 

It is all the work of the Holy Spirit, and it is not of us, this is our part.

18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; 

Prayer: δέησις,n  \{deh'-ay-sis}
1) need, indigence, want, privation, penury 2) a seeking, asking, entreating, entreaty to God or to man  

In light of what we just examined, we must ask and answer this question; Is it biblical to pray against the devil? 

Please take these thoughts to heart; we live in a world of deception and error, all created by the devil as the scriptures tell us, he is the god of this world and sets the course that this world operates by; Ephesians 2:2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 

2Corinthians 4:3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 5 For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake. 

Remember, the enemy of your soul wants to draw you into his arena to steal from you the things that are precious in your life. That would be the Pure Word of God.  Keep yourselves in Christ as the apostle Paul said in Galatians; Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 

To keep from being pulled into the enemy’s arena, here’s some wisdom that we all should take to heart; Colossians 3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. 5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: 6 For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: 7 In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. 8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. 9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: 

Remember Jesus' words; John 15:4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 

As I was writing this, the Holy Spirit gave me a great revelation to share with you concerning another deception of the enemy; “The desire to be somebody.” 

The devil well knows how to bring out the pride in man.  One of the primary areas is that of “ego.”  In some way we all have a desire to be somebody, that desire causes many to fall into the pride of life as spoken in the epistle of 1 John; 1John 2:16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.

The pride of life is what brought lucifer down to be God’s adversary, his desire to be somebody corrupted his wisdom and caused him to turn from God’s presence.  Look at these scriptures:
Isaiah 14:12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! 13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. 

Ezekiel 28:12 Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. 

Ezekiel 28:17 Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee. 

From these scriptures, we can see that lucifer (satan) became filled with pride and desired to be “someone,” even though he was, as they say “the number two being in the kingdom of God’, pride corrupted his wisdom and he thought he could be God. 

We must be aware that satan still uses the very same corrupted wisdom to try and deceive all who desire to obey God’s Pure Word.  Please allow me to explain; we’ll start in the beginning in Genesis chapter 3, where the serpent was speaking to eve; Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 

Notice the underlined verses; the deception was to entice her to desire to be “someone,” what Eve didn’t realize, was the fact that she was someone, she was perfect, full of all of the wisdom given by her creator in its purest form, she was as much like God as she could ever be.  
She was a created being gifted with the supernatural breath of life that was breathed into Adam and created to live forever.  How much more like God could she be?  The deception was designed to get her to engage the serpents lure cause her to reason things out in her mind and act on her own and not hold to God’s Word.  The devil knows how to bring up pride in our lives. 

Next, we shall see the same device used to try and get Jesus to give up God’s Word.  Let’s look at the events that took place in the desert; Luke 4:1 And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, 2 Being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those days he did eat nothing: and when they were ended, he afterward hungered. 3 And the devil said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it be made bread. 4 And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God. 5 And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 6 And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it. 7 If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine. 8 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 9 And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down from hence: 10 For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee: 11 And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 12 And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 13 And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed from him for a season. 

First, we need to observe Jesus' condition; verse 2, He had fasted for forty days. He was hungry and possibly physically weak.  Then came the devil.  He well knew that Jesus was the Son of God, but his motivation was to try and get Jesus to act in pride and show who He was; 3 And the devil said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, command these stones to be made into bread.  He was saying, prove who you are and satisfy your hunger.  What was the devil trying to do? He was trying to stir up Jesus' “ego” and get Jesus to engage and act on His own instead of holding to God’s Word.  

But as we see by Jesus' response, 4 And Jesus answered him, saying, it is written, that man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.  The devil failed to bring up pride in Jesus. 

We can read the rest of the events in the desert, but they were all the same type of test, to try and stir up pride in Jesus, but those attempts failed.  Jesus' success in the desert brought Him into a place spiritually that He began His ministry with power; Luke 4:14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of him through all the region round about. 15 And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all. 

Jesus addressed the issue of wanting to be “somebody,” as we shall see in the following passages of scripture; Luke 22:24 And there was also a strife among them, which of them should be accounted the greatest. 25 And he said unto them, The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and they that exercise authority upon them are called benefactors. 26 But ye shall not be so: but he that is greatest among you, let him be as the younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth serve. 27 For whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth? is not he that sitteth at meat? but I am among you as he that serveth.

Matthew 23:10 Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ. 11 But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant. 12 And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted. 

The apostle Paul speaks to the desire to be “somebody” as we see in the following scriptures:

1Timothy 3:2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach; 3 Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; 4 One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity; 5 (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?) 

1Timothy 3:6 Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil.  

Let’s look at this verse with a more defined translation.  Here is the same verse using the Moffett’s translation; 1 Timothy 3:6 (Moffets) he must not be a new convert, in case he gets conceited and incurs the doom passed on the devil;

The pride in man can be a serious issue if the heart and the ego are also not brought under control through the Pure Word of God; to stay under God’s grace, we must follow His Word and abide in it.  Look at these scriptures; James 4:6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

Before I go on, I would like to draw your attention to the word “flee.”  We quote this scripture a lot but fail to understand the reality of its meaning.  So, again we shall look at the Greek Lexicon to get clarity. 
Here is the definition of the word “flee”: 

φεύγω,v  \{fyoo'-go}
1) to flee away, seek safety by flight   2) metaph. to flee (to shun or avoid by flight) something   abhorrent, esp. vices   3) to be saved by flight, to escape safely out of danger   4) poetically, to flee away, vanish   

We know that the devil is afraid of the Pure Word of God and the power of God, and when we resist and submit ourselves to God, we are allowing the power of God to defend us, especially when we quote the Sword of the Spirit.  Do not be misled; there is an awesome power behind us that works on our behalf against all of the powers of darkness, but we must stay submitted to our all-Powerful Father in Heaven.  Remember, the same force behind us is that same power that destroyed all of the devil's works.  Glory to His awesome Name!


Now we can continue: 

James 4:10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up. 

1Peter 5:5 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. 6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: 7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:
Do you see that resisting the devil is tied to being humble in the sight of God?  We must fight to keep the ego in line so that we can grow spiritually in the Lord. As we see in the following scriptures, we are to put the ego down and put on Christ. Observe the following; Ephesians 4:21 If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 

Colossians 3:8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. 9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: 11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. 12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; 13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. 

Do you see what you are to do? To put on Christ, this is your obligation, not God’s; it is a decision that we all must make.  Galatians 5:24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
26 Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. 

We must also keep a proper perspective of who we are in Christ.  No one is self-appointed to a specific calling, but they have been raised by God and placed under God’s choice of leadership to be trained and mentored if they qualify; they then are appointed for a specific task.  

Here is the apostle Paul’s perspective; 1Corinthians 15:2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: 5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. 7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 
What does it mean to Contend for the Faith?
 
We must understand the word “Contend” so we can get clarification of what we are to do when it comes to fighting to not fight.  We’ll look at this scripture in the epistle of Jude:
Jude 1:3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. 
As we have done before, let us look at the meaning of the word “Contend.”  To understand this properly we must first look at the word before contend, which would be “earnestly” this gives motive and attitude.  The King James Bible dictionary defines it like this:

KJV Dictionary Definition:
earnestly
EARNESTLY, adv. ern'estly. Warmly; zealously; importunately; eagerly; with real desire.

Now we shall look at the word “Contend.”
G1864
ἐπαγωνίζομαι
epagōnizomai
ep-ag-o-nid'-zom-ahee
From G1909 and G75; to struggle for: - earnestly contend for.
 
- standing against false teachers
- standing against false doctrines
- standing against these with the truth of God’s Pure Word

If you take time to read the entire epistle of Jude, you will see that he is addressing the issues of false teachers and working to preserve the purity of our Christian faith in Jesus Christ. 

God’s Pure Word is what is truly at stake if we but only search the letters written to the church of Jesus Christ, we would see that almost every letter contains warnings against deception and false doctrines that will eventually cause significant harm to the church as prophesied in; 
1Timothy 4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; 

To contend for the faith is to purposely stand against those who would try to deceive us by false teachings for example;

There have been many teachers come and teach about fighting against the devil; they teach about binding and loosing.  I have even heard someone teach about commanding demons to be cast into the abyss.  There have arisen many teachings that have no scriptural foundation at all.  Here is the problem, while the body of Christ is being distracted into fighting a false battle that in the end does not work. (which we have already discussed )  The enemy is coming in behind the scenes introducing false doctrines that of a different sort, here are some examples; Ephesians 5:6 Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. 7 Be not ye therefore partakers with them. 8 For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light: 9 (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) 

Colossians 2:4 And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words. 
5 For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding your order, and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ. 

Colossians 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 

Romans 16:17 Now I urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who create divisions and sinful enticements that oppose the teaching you have learned. Stay away from them, 
18 because such people are not serving the Messiah our Lord, but their own desires. By their smooth talk and flattering words they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting. 

1Corinthians 3:18 Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness. 20 And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain. 21 Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are yours; 

2John 1:7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world. They refuse to acknowledge Jesus the Messiah as having become human. Any such person is a deceiver and an antichrist. 	

This strategy has been active since the birth of the church of Jesus Christ, and as we can see today, the very fabric of our pure standards is currently being corrupted by deceivers who have crept into the church.  Even worse, many ministers have turned away from the truth and have embraced some of these vain philosophies and have gone after the praise of men rather than the praise that comes from our Father in heaven. 

Look at what the apostle Paul wrote in the book of Acts; Acts 20:27 For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. 28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. 31 Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears. 32 And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified. 

Here is my contention about these errant teachings of spiritual warfare, if they are correct, then why is the church falling into such demoralization?  If these doctrines are pure, then the church should be even more refined than it ever has.  Shouldn’t it.  Shouldn’t the enemy be bound up and staying away from the church because of such true doctrines?  Hmm we must take notice and see the reality of the church's condition.  

The message cannot be more apparent for us, there are attacks against the Pure Word of God right now, even as there has always been throughout the history of the church.  Do not allow yourself to be distracted from this reality.  Our enemy is very good at presenting problems where there are no actual problems, and the world is hanging on the emotions of this world’s issues and fears while behind the scenes the very fabric of our biblical standards is being eroded.  Look at how many times we are encouraged to be sober.      	

Titus 1:7 For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre; 8 But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate; 9 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers. 10 For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision: 11 Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucre's sake. 12 One of themselves, even a prophet of their own, said, The Cretians are alway liars, evil beasts, slow bellies. 13 This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith; 14 Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of men, that turn from the truth.

1Thessalonians 5:6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. 8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation.

1Peter 1:13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 

1Peter 4:7 But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer. 8 And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins. 

2Timothy 4:1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 5 As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 


Conclusion


In conclusion, I trust that you have learned that the fight for us as Christians is not to be engaged in the devil's arena but to be sober and aware of the strategies that the enemy of our souls is trying to wage against us.   We discussed the type of spiritual warfare that confronts us.  We discussed, the battle is for the thoughts and imaginations of our minds.  And lastly, we discussed the many deceptions that would try to persuade us to follow false doctrines.

That is why I titled this How to Fight to Not Fight, look at what the apostle wrote in 1 Corinthians 9:26 (EXB) 26 So I do not run ·without a goal [aimlessly]. I fight like a boxer who is hitting something—not just the air.  

The idea of this verse is fighting with purpose, not just using your energy going through motions that are a waste of time.  The enemy would like to draw us into areas that have no meaning as we see in the following scripture: 2Timothy 2:14 Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them before the Lord that they strive not about words to no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers. 15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

So let us follow the apostle Paul’s instructions when he says 1Timothy 4:6 If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained. 

1Timothy 4:13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 
14 Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. 15 Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all. 16 Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee. 


My prayer is that your life will be enhanced through the spirit of truth and humility as you hold the Pure Word of God close to your hearts and minds and fight the good fight of faith.

God Bless you.
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