It’s not what is taught that brings you deeper
But what is caught

Some time ago, the Lord gave me a message to preach at church the title was "It's not what is taught that brings spiritual growth but what is caught".  You have read many times where Jesus said " He that has an ear let him hear " Matthew 11:15 He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

With so much bible teaching spreading around the world one would think that there should be a large harvest of souls and great changes taking place in those areas. Super conventions with thousands in attendance and all of this great teaching coming to our mega churches you would think that those cities should be hot spots for the move of God where whole cities are being won for Christ.  Well guess what? it’s not happening!  Why?
 
You see, we must always be listening with the inner man, many hear but not everyone receives, as you well know there are churches everywhere who teach God’s Word.  But not many of those ministries are effective, especially here in America because there is no depth in listening to the Holy Spirit, only surface hearing, almost like they are just doing a duty by going to church and listening to a sermon. That does not bring spiritual growth.

So, by this message my desire is for you is to develop not just reading and studying which is good and necessary as we read in 2 Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.  but I am looking to develop something deeper in you, that is the ability to actually hear God's thoughts and insights through developing the art of meditation and waiting on the Lord, look at these scriptures; Joshua 1:8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.    

Habakkuk 2:1(EXB) I will stand like a guard to watch and ·place [station] myself at the tower. I will wait to see what he will say to me; I will wait to learn how ·God will answer [or I will answer concerning] my complaint.  

If you would study this for yourself you will find there is a lot to be said about meditation and waiting on the Lord.  Please bear in mind, this is completely different than prayers of intercession and supplication which is very valuable, but to hear God's thoughts, we must be in a quiet place in His presence. As it says in Psalms; Psalms 46:10 Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth.
 
What is meditation? Many times, we look at the eastern religions to give us the meaning; sitting with our legs crossed, our hands laying on our legs with our palms faced upwards and clearing our minds from any thoughts.  This is not what biblical meditation is in fact it is far from it.  We should never empty our minds because the enemy is waiting for any opportunity to fill it, but this is what the Pure Word of God tells us; Psalms 1:2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.
Psalms 63:6 When I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the night watches.
Psalms 77:12 I will meditate also of all thy work, and talk of thy doings.
Psalms 119:15 I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy ways.
Psalms 119:23 Princes also did sit and speak against me: but thy servant did meditate in thy statutes.
Psalms 119:48 My hands also will I lift up unto thy commandments, which I have loved; and I will meditate in thy statutes.
Psalms 119:78 Let the proud be ashamed; for they dealt perversely with me without a cause: but I will meditate in thy precepts.
Psalms 119:148 Mine eyes prevent the night watches, that I might meditate in thy word.
Psalms 143:5 I remember the days of old; I meditate on all thy works; I muse on the work of thy hands.
First here we see that the writer of these Psalms David makes the Word of God the object of His meditation.  Let us look at the definition of “Meditate”.  This is taken from the Strong’s Concordance; H1897 hâgâh, haw-gaw'
A primitive root (compare H1901); to murmur (in pleasure or anger); by implication to ponder: - imagine, meditate, mourn, mutter, roar, X sore, speak, study, talk, utter.
The idea here is to be constantly being aware of the things of God in your mind and also to be speaking the things of God. This can be done by being continuously thankful for the things that God has done for you.  Also thanking God for His Pure Word and quoting scriptures that are ministering to you, but in both of these examples the mouth is speaking, it is not just in the mind, do you see that? 
We are never to empty our minds even in the New Testament we are taught how to think, let’s examine some scriptures: Ephesians 5:18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; 20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;  
Colossians 3:15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 
Philippians 4:6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 
Meditation is keeping your mind occupied with and speaking the things of God, remember, God is always near you.  The teachings that I write by the Holy Spirit, are a launching point, and if you are willing to not be in a hurry, but slowly and deliberately study and then meditate or ponder the teachings, and let them sink into your inner man, and then patiently wait and seek the Lord. God will speak when He decides to speak, so each of us must be positioned properly in His presence to hear His thoughts and insights.  Understand that one word from God’s mind will give you so much to ponder that it could take you weeks maybe even months to extract what God is speaking to you. 
 As it says in Psalms 92:5 O LORD, how great are thy works! and thy thoughts are very deep.  and in Amos 4:13 For, lo, he that formeth the mountains, and createth the wind, and declareth unto man what is his thought, that maketh the morning darkness, and treadeth upon the high places of the earth, The LORD, The God of hosts, is his name.   
The idea behind this teaching is to give you a new way to think and live, not just being religious but living in a thriving intimate relationship like that of Moses, let’s examine what God said about Moses, for this we shall read in Numbers 12: 6 And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I the LORD will make myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream. 7 My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in all mine house. 8 With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the LORD shall he behold: wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?   
- God considered Moses a faithful man
- God did not consider Moses a prophet
- God said that He would speak to Moses mouth to mouth or in a most familiar manner, plainly and clearly
We also see in Exodus 33:11 That God spoke to Moses face to face see here in Exodus 33:11 And the LORD spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend. And he turned again into the camp: but his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man, departed not out of the tabernacle.
One thing we need to understand, God desires to be where we are, being right there with us in a personal way.  I know we have heard this many times over through the years, but I feel we fail to see the depth of God’s desire to dwell with us, here are a few scriptures to give you a broader perspective of this thought.
Exodus 29:45 And I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will be their God. 46 And they shall know that I am the LORD their God, that brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, that I may dwell among them: I am the LORD their God.
Leviticus 26:11 And I will set my tabernacle among you: and my soul shall not abhor you. 12 And I will walk among you, and will be your God, and ye shall be my people. 
2 Corinthians 6:16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.
Numbers 35:34 Defile not therefore the land which ye shall inhabit, wherein I dwell: for I the LORD dwell among the children of Israel.
Ephesians 2:18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. 19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.
Having seen through these scriptures God’s desire to be with His people, you can understand God’s disappointment when the children of Israel turned away from Him. Now imagine God’s feelings when His children not only turn away from Him but totally reject Him, see here in 1Samuel 8:5 And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us a king to judge us like all the nations. 6 But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, Give us a king to judge us. And Samuel prayed unto the LORD. 7 And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them.
Here you see that the children of Israel were no longer content to be under the reign of the King of the universe, but wanted to be like the pagan nations, Verse 5; but in verse 7 we see the perspective from Gods viewpoint “They have rejected Me” I say this for you to understand that God has a desire for a real living relationship, one where you actually hear God’s thoughts through deep intimate fellowship not just a feeling or emotion.  I feel that this perspective has been lost with the high thinking of man’s wisdom trying to bring God down to an understandable level, but the scriptures plainly tell us that God cannot be understood but it must be by faith, look at these scriptures for more insight;
Romans 11:33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!
Job 11:6 And that he would shew thee the secrets of wisdom, that they are double to that which is! Know therefore that God exacteth of thee less than thine iniquity deserveth. 7 Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection? 8 It is as high as heaven; what canst thou do? deeper than hell; what canst thou know? 9 The measure thereof is longer than the earth, and broader than the sea.
Job 26:7 He stretcheth out the north over the empty place, and hangeth the earth upon nothing. 8 He bindeth up the waters in his thick clouds; and the cloud is not rent under them. 9 He holdeth back the face of his throne, and spreadeth his cloud upon it.  10 He hath compassed the waters with bounds, until the day and night come to an end. 11 The pillars of heaven tremble and are astonished at his reproof. 12 He divideth the sea with his power, and by his understanding he smiteth through the proud. 13 By his spirit he hath garnished the heavens; his hand hath formed the crooked serpent. 14 Lo, these are parts of his ways: but how little a portion is heard of him? but the thunder of his power who can understand?
Isaiah 55:8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.
Psalms 77:19 Thy way is in the sea, and thy path in the great waters, and thy footsteps are not known.
Job 9:4 For he is wise in mind, and mighty, and great: who has hardened himself against him and endured? 5 Who wears out the mountains, and men know it not: who overturns them in anger. 6 Who shakes the earth under heaven from its foundations, and its pillars totter. 7 Who commands the sun, and it rises not; and he seals up the stars. 8 Who alone has stretched out the heavens, and walks on the sea as on firm ground. 9 Who makes Pleias, and Hesperus, and Arcturus, and the chambers of the south. 10 Who does great and unsearchable things; glorious also and excellent things, innumerable. 

Waiting on the Lord
Psalms 5:5 Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day.
Lamentations 3:25 The LORD is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him.
Psalms 27:14 Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD.
Psalms 62:1 To the chief Musician, to Jeduthun, A Psalm of David. Truly my soul waiteth upon God: from him cometh my salvation. 2 He only is my rock and my salvation; he is my defence; I shall not be greatly moved. 
Psalms 62:5 My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from him.
Waiting and seeking the Lord is another aspect of prayer that many never come to understand, to wait is to do what is the opposite to our carnal nature.  From Psalms 62 above, we see two verses that mention the word “wait” what’s interesting is, these are different Hebrew words that define “wait”. So, to better understand the concept of waiting on the Lord, let’s first define what it is.  This definition comes from the Strong’s Concordance of the Bible;
Psalms 62:1
H1747
דּוּמִיָּה
dûmı̂yâh
doo-me-yaw'
From H1820; stillness; adverbially silently; abstractly quiet, trust: - silence, silent, waiteth.

Psalms 62:5
H1826
דָּמַם
dâmam
daw-mam'
A primitive root (compare H1724, H1820); to be dumb; by implication to be astonished, to stop; also to perish: - cease, be cut down (off), forbear, hold peace, quiet self, rest, be silent, keep (put to) silence, be (stand), still, tarry, wait.

So, to wait on the Lord is to sit before Him, listening, becoming familiar with letting go of your desire to do something or say something and allowing God to speak into your inner man.  When you come to wait on your Father in heaven, you lay aside the issues of this life, you forget about your agenda’s and just listen. As you see in the definitions above.   When I come into this place, I say very little, I acknowledge the Lord by giving thanks and giving honor unto the Lord and set my heart and mind to receive from my Father in heaven.  I have come to believe that He is the giver of life and my sustainer.  I have also come to understand that my Father knows my needs and my even before I do, so I have become secure knowing that He will meet my every need.  Jesus even made mention of this when He spoke these words; Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.  

Here is the Greek definition for the word “Seek” taken from the Greek Lexicon of the New Testament.
ζητέω,v  \{dzay-teh'-o}
1) to seek in order to find  1a) to seek a thing  1b) to seek [in order to find out] by thinking, meditating,  reasoning, to enquire into  1c) to seek after, seek for, aim at, strive after  2) to seek i.e. require, demand  2a) to crave, demand something from someone 


Catching the Things of the Spirit
Please take the time to meditate on how much your Heavenly Father longs to spend one on one time with you, desiring to share His inner thoughts with you.  I know you will be surprised and at the same time blessed at what you will receive during these quiet intimate times.
Also, please take some time to examine your own life, be honest and see if you have caught what the Holy Spirit has been speaking into your inner man.  How do you know of you have caught the right things from the Holy Spirit?  Let us look at some scriptural references. 
Here are some examples of not catching the Words Christ: Matthew 7:24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: 25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: 27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.
What happens when crisis or storms come your way? What are the words that come out of your mouth during these times? Does your foundation crumble? Do you get in the flesh?  Does your faith waver?
Here is another example of not catching the Words of Christ: Mark 4:35 And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto them, Let us pass over unto the other side. 36 And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship. And there were also with him other little ships. 37 And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full. 38 And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish? 39 And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 40 And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?  
Understand, if the disciples would have caught Jesus’ words “Let us pass over unto the other side” they would have understood that, because Jesus said those words, it had to come to pass. 
Getting back to Exodus chapter 33: Exodus 33:11 And the LORD spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend. And he turned again into the camp: but his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man, departed not out of the tabernacle.
I would like to draw your attention to the last sentence of that verse: “But his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man, departed not out of the Tabernacle.” 
What do you think Joshua was doing? Get a good image in your mind of this.  Do you see Joshua sitting there in a corner, basking in God’s presence?  Remember God came to talk with Moses, but Joshua was there.  Joshua was catching something in God’s presence.  Who was it that brought the children of Israel into the promised land?  Let that image stay in your mind, it will truly minister to you.
You see I have been walking with the Lord since 1972, and I have learned many things and have gone through much seasoning by the hand of the Lord.  My teachings come with a lifetime of wisdom and instruction, taught by the Holy Spirit and coupled with experience and with the insight of our heavenly Father.  This teaching will bring you to a spiritual place in Him as you apply these thoughts to your life.  My desire is  to mirror Jesus in every part of my life including my prayer life, this teaching has come about by a question that God had posed to me while I was walking with Him early one morning, the question was “What do you think Jesus was doing when He would get away to pray?”  
Before we look at the answer to the question, let’s see what Jesus said;
John 5:19 Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. 20 For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may marvel.
John 5:30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.   
John 8:26 I have many things to say and to judge of you: but he that sent me is true; and I speak to the world those things which I have heard of him. 27 They understood not that he spake to them of the Father. 28 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. 
John 8:55 Yet ye have not known him; but I know him: and if I should say, I know him not, I shall be a liar like unto you: but I know him, and keep his saying. 
John 12:49 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. 

Jesus said many times that the words that He spoke were words given to Him from the Father.  We must understand that Jesus had to spend time alone with His Father listening and waiting for what He was supposed to do and say.  These words not only gave Jesus His direction, but they were life to Him as well.

Look at these scriptures;

Matthew 14:23 And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was come, he was there alone. 

Mark 6:46 And when he had sent them away, he departed into a mountain to pray. 45 And straightway he constrained his disciples to get into the ship, and to go to the other side before unto Bethsaida, while he sent away the people. 

Luke 6:12 And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God.





Mark 1:35 And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed.



[image: Picture of Jesus praying in Gethsemane garden: ]


I leave you with this picture for you to ponder

I think Jesus did more waiting and listening than talking.
Selah
 
God Bless you
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