Peace

In this world today in any nation you can see the effects of emotional instability, primarily in the realm of conflicts.  In any country you can see up risings, riots, hatred, strife and wars all inspired by emotion.  Our psychological treatment centers are filled these days with people who are depressed and suicidal because of emotional stress.

Many people today are looking for peace, peace in their minds, peace in their lives and peace in their families which has led these people to seek help in many ways. Unfortunately for these people the idea of peace has been sorely misrepresented as an emotional state of mind and this has led those seeking answers to a life of wandering as if lost in a wilderness.  Why?  As we shall see peace is not an emotional experience but a state of being.  The world has been deceived into looking for an emotional experience instead of a sense reality, and if you trust the secular professionals you can be sure that the end result will be prescription drugs and a lot of money spent on counselling sessions.  But still the problem of peace has not truly dealt with nor remedied, and so many remain bewildered and confused trying to make sense out of life, and as you can imagine this condition does not make for a stable life.  Without truth there can be no peace.  

The Pure Word of God tells us that it is the god of this world; we call him the devil or satan, that has brought this about this instability of life, as we see in the following passages of scripture; 2Corinthians 4:3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 

Ephesians 2:1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;         
2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 

John 8:44  Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 

But the word of God tells us that there is good news that the gospel means good news, glad tidings: Matthew 4:23 And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people. 24 And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him all sick people that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with devils, and those which were lunatick, and those that had the palsy; and he healed them. 

What is the good news?  It is that through Jesus Christ you can be healed and set free from anything that holds you in bondage.  The good news brings freedom!  At one time John the Baptist sent his disciples to ask Jesus if He was the one that they have been waiting for, here is what Jesus answered : Luke 7:18  And the disciples of John shewed him of all these things. 19 And John calling unto him two of his disciples sent them to Jesus, saying, Art thou he that should come? or look we for another? 20 When the men were come unto him, they said, John Baptist hath sent us unto thee, saying, Art thou he that should come? or look we for another? 21 And in that same hour he cured many of their infirmities and plagues, and of evil spirits; and unto many that were blind he gave sight. 
22 Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your way, and tell John what things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached. 
 
So we see that when the good news (the gospel) is preached that the manifestation of God’s power comes to bring healing which brings peace.  Look at these scriptures. To the woman who reached out to touch the hem of His garment: Mark 5:34  And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague. 

To the woman who washed Jesus feet: Luke 7:48 And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven. 49 And they that sat at meat with him began to say within themselves, Who is this that forgiveth sins also? 50 And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace. 

With all of this said, this issue of the lack of peace has manifested itself in the church, the issue of emotions and feelings has become very predominant in the lives of believers and too many times Christians are deceived into looking for an emotional experience opposed to being exposed a word of truth and the manifestation of God’s power.  Jesus said in John chapter 8 verse 32 that you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.  John 8:31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;  32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. Now notice that Jesus said that you shall know the truth and in knowing you will be set free, it is not a feeling that sets you free, it is a reality.

Let’s examine what “Peace” means.  For this we shall look at two sources; Webster’s dictionary and the bible. 

Webster’s dictionary
Definition of peace
1:a state of tranquility or quiet: such as
a :freedom from civil disturbance 
b :a state of security or order within a community provided for by law or custom 
2:freedom from disquieting or oppressive thoughts or emotions
3:harmony in personal relations 
4a :a state or period of mutual concord between governments 
b :a pact or agreement to end hostilities between those who have been at war or in a state of enmity
5—used interjectionally to ask for silence or calm or as a greeting or farewell
— at peace
:in a state of concord or tranquility 

As we see here from Webster’s dictionary Peace is not an emotion it is a state of being. Peace is the absence of war or conflict.  There are two ways in which peace comes, 1) when an enemy is totally defeated and disarmed, 2) when there is an agreement between two parties to cease from fighting.

In the case of your enemies being defeated and disarmed this can be a permanent situation if you take away their ability to fight, sort of like taking the teeth takenout of a lion’s mouth.  But in the second case, if you make an agreement with an enemy you have no guarantee that they will keep their word.  In this case you may not truly have peace because in the back of your mind you would wonder if they will keep their agreement.

With this in mind let us examine some biblical definitions of the word “Peace”.  We’ll use he Strong’s Concordance of  the Bible with the number references.

Ezekiel 34:25  And I will make with them a covenant of peace, and will cause the evil beasts to cease out of the land: and they shall dwell safely in the wilderness, and sleep in the woods. 26 And I will make them and the places round about my hill a blessing; and I will cause the shower to come down in his season; there shall be showers of blessing. 
27 And the tree of the field shall yield her fruit, and the earth shall yield her increase, and they shall be safe in their land, and shall know that I am the LORD, when I have broken the bands of their yoke, and delivered them out of the hand of those that served themselves of them. 28 And they shall no more be a prey to the heathen, neither shall the beast of the land devour them; but they shall dwell safely, and none shall make them afraid. 

H7965
שָׁלֹם    שָׁלוֹם
shâlôm    shâlôm
shaw-lome', shaw-lome'
From H7999; safe, that is, (figuratively) well, happy, friendly; also (abstractly) welfare, that is, health, prosperity, peace: -    X do, familiar, X fare, favour, + friend, X greet, (good) health, (X perfect, such as be at) peace (-able, -ably), prosper (-ity, -ous), rest, safe (-ly), salute, welfare, (X all is, be) well, X wholly.


Joshua 10:1 Now it came to pass, when Adonizedek king of Jerusalem had heard how Joshua had taken Ai, and had utterly destroyed it; as he had done to Jericho and her king, so he had done to Ai and her king; and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel, and were among them; 2 That they feared greatly, because Gibeon was a great city, as one of the royal cities, and because it was greater than Ai, and all the men thereof were mighty. 3 Wherefore Adonizedek king of Jerusalem sent unto Hoham king of Hebron, and unto Piram king of Jarmuth, and unto Japhia king of Lachish, and unto Debir king of Eglon, saying, 4 Come up unto me, and help me, that we may smite Gibeon: for it hath made peace with Joshua and with the children of Israel. 

H7999
שָׁלַם
shâlam
shaw-lam'
A primitive root; to be safe (in mind, body or estate); figuratively to be (causatively make) completed; by implication to be friendly; by extension to reciprocate (in various applications): - make amends, (make an) end, finish, full, give again, make good, (re-) pay (again), (make) (to) (be at) peace (-able), that is perfect, perform, (make) prosper (-ous), recompense, render, requite, make restitution, restore, reward, X surely.

John 14:27  Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 28 Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come again unto you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father: for my Father is greater than I. 29 And now I have told you before it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye might believe. 
G1515
εἰρήνη
eirēnē
i-rah'-nay
Probably from a primary verb εἴρω eirō (to join); peace (literally or figuratively); by implication prosperity: - one, peace, quietness, rest, + set at one again.


Mark 4:35 And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto them, Let us pass over unto the other side. 36 And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship. And there were also with him other little ships. 37 And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full. 
38 And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish? 39 And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 40 And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith? 
41 And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him? 

G4623
σιωπάω
siōpaō
see-o-pah'-o
From σιωπη siōpē (silence, that is, a hush; properly muteness, that is, involuntary stillness, or inability ot speak; and thus differing from G4602, which is rather a voluntary refusal or indisposition to speak, although the terms are often used synonymously); to be dumb (but not deaf also, like G2974 properly); figuratively to be calm (as quiet water): - dumb, (hold) peace.



1Thessalonians 5:12 And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; 13 And to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves. 

G1514
εἰρηνεύω
eirēneuō
i-rane-yoo'-o
From G1515; to be (act) peaceful: - be at (have, live in) peace, live peaceably.

As you can see through these definitions peace is a state being, peace is a voluntary act because of knowing where you stand. Knowing will make you secure and confident, knowing gives you something to build upon.


Let’s look at some things that Jesus told us. Remember Jesus always puts you in a position where you can understand.   

Matthew 24:3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world? 4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. 5 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.  

Notice in the middle of His answer to His disciples He says: Matthew 24:25 Behold, I have told you before.  

As we see Jesus knows how all things will end and this is what He is trying to convey to His disciples as we see in the following verses: Matthew  24:29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.  The main message Jesus is conveying is no matter happens in the world everything will end with Him being over all and everything  will be under His dominion and nothing can keep it from coming to pass. 

We as believers in Jesus Christ must to come to a place where we understand that no matter what is happening in the world, because of Jesus’ victory, we will always have victory, and that we can be sure of.  Everything that Jesus has spoken concerning our future will happen. Remember Jesus said in Matthew 24:35 Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away. 

We had been talking about peace and have learned that true peace comes through knowing the reality of your situation.  With this thought in mind let us examine some of the words that Jesus has given to us concerning peace.  In John chapter 14, Jesus begins with ”Let not your heart be troubled” and ends with words of peace: but if you look closely the words “know” is what activates the peace: John 14:1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 4 And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. 5 Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way? 6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 7 If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.  

John 14:28 Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come again unto you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father: for my Father is greater than I. 29 And now I have told you before it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye might believe. 

Even when we are about to face certain trials and conflicts, Jesus assures us ahead of time that all things are under His control and in the eyesight of Father in Heaven. We must maintain that all things end with Jesus Christ in victory, and all things are His and for His glory.

In John chapter 16 Jesus again begins with the statement to not be troubled and ends with peace: John 16:1 These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended. 
John 16:2 They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service. 3 And these things will they do unto you, because they have not known the Father, nor me. 4 But these things have I told you, that when the time shall come, ye may remember that I told you of them. And these things I said not unto you at the beginning, because I was with you. 

 John 16:25 These things have I spoken unto you in proverbs: but the time cometh, when I shall no more speak unto you in proverbs, but I shall shew you plainly of the Father. 
26 At that day ye shall ask in my name: and I say not unto you, that I will pray the Father for you: 27 For the Father himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, and have believed that I came out from God. 28 I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and go to the Father. 29His disciples said unto him, Lo, now speakest thou plainly, and speakest no proverb. 30 Now are we sure that thou knowest all things, and needest not that any man should ask thee: by this we believe that thou camest forth from God. 31 Jesus answered them, Do ye now believe? 32 Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every man to his own, and shall leave me alone: and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with me. 33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 

If you notice in John 16:33 Jesus said “these things I have spoken unto you, that in Me you might have peace”: did you see what Jesus said?  It was in Him that we have peace.  So where does peace come from? It comes from Jesus.  At the opening of this teaching we discussed how the world is without peace and how people are looking for some kind of an answer for peace. As you have just learned that there is a false peace, which is no peace at all and that’s what Jesus said in John 14:27 and is true peace which only can come through Him: John 14:27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.  

People are searching for a reality that will bring peace but they don’t understand: anything apart from Christ is only a vapor that is not real some call this a mirage.  Here is something very interesting in the definition of mirage in Webster’s dictionary, this is what I found: Definition of mirage

1: an optical (see optical 2a) effect that is sometimes seen at sea, in the desert, or over a hot pavement, that may have the appearance of a pool of water or a mirror in which distant objects are seen inverted, and that is caused by the bending or reflection of rays of light by a layer of heated air of varying density

2: something illusory and unattainable like a mirage 
· A peaceful solution proved to be a mirage.

Look at point 2 something that is an illusion and unattainable, peace apart from Jesus Christ is unattainable and an illusion, that is why people are so troubled today because they have been deceived into believing that you can have life any way you desire and you can believe anything you desire and you will be fine in the end.  Unfortunately, this is not true, look at what Proverbs says: Proverbs 14:8 The wisdom of the prudent is to understand his way: but the folly of fools is deceit. 9 Fools make a mock at sin: but among the righteous there is favour. 
10 The heart knoweth his own bitterness; and a stranger doth not intermeddle with his joy. 11 The house of the wicked shall be overthrown: but the tabernacle of the upright shall flourish. 12 There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.   

This same thought is also repeated in Proverbs chapter 16: Proverbs 16:18 Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall. 19 Better it is to be of an humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud. 20 He that handleth a matter wisely shall find good: and whoso trusteth in the LORD, happy is he. 21 The wise in heart shall be called prudent: and the sweetness of the lips increaseth learning. 
22 Understanding is a wellspring of life unto him that hath it: but the instruction of fools is folly. 23 The heart of the wise teacheth his mouth, and addeth learning to his lips. 24 Pleasant words are as an honeycomb, sweet to the soul, and health to the bones. 25 There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death. 26 He that laboureth laboureth for himself; for his mouth craveth it of him. 27 An ungodly man diggeth up evil: and in his lips there is as a burning fire. 28 A froward man soweth strife: and a whisperer separateth chief friends. 29 A violent man enticeth his neighbour, and leadeth him into the way that is not good. 30 He shutteth his eyes to devise froward things: moving his lips he bringeth evil to pass. 

People are trying to find some guarantee’s in this world that will give them peace, but the scriptures bear the ultimate truth that apart from Christ there are no guarantee’s in this world except the guarantee of eternal loss.  Here is what the scriptures say to this thought: 
James 4:13 Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain: 14 Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. 15 For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that. 

1Peter 1:18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 
19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 
20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you, 21 Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God. 22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: 23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 24 For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: 25 But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.   

James 1:9 Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted: 10 But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away. 11 For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways. 

1John 2:15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. 

We have just seen that everything in this life or world is temporal, subject to perishing.  

There is peace in knowing, but what you know is where the real issue is. Look at what the scriptures say about the importance of what you know:

Ephesians 1:15  Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints, 16 Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers; 17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, 21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 

2Peter 1:1 Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ: 2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, 3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 

1John 5:13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. 14  And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: 15 And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him. 

Colossians 2:2 (ISV) Because they are united in love, I pray that their hearts may be encouraged by all the riches that come from a complete understanding of the full knowledge of the Messiah, who is the mystery of God. 3 In him are stored all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

Ephesians 2:13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; 15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 

Philippians 4:7  And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

What you know will keep you in good confidence as we see here in Psalms written by David:

Psalms 27:1 A Psalm of David, before he was anointed. The Lord is my light and my Saviour; whom shall I fear? the Lord is the defender of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
2 When evil-doers drew nigh against me to eat up my flesh, my persecutors and mine enemies, they fainted and fell. 3 Though an army should set itself in array against me, my heart shall not be afraid: though war should rise up against me, in this am I confident. 
4 One thing have I asked of the Lord, this will I earnestly seek: that I should dwell in the house of the Lord, all the days of my life, that I should behold the fair beauty of the Lord, and survey his temple. 5 For in the day of mine afflictions he hid me in his tabernacle: he sheltered me in the secret of his tabernacle; he set me up on a rock. 6 And now, behold, he has lifted up mine head over mine enemies: I went round and offered in his tabernacle the sacrifice of joy; I will sing even sing psalms to the Lord. 

Psalms 119:1 Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them. 

Proverbs 3:1 My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments: 
2 For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee. 

Isaiah 32:17 And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance for ever. 18 And my people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in sure dwellings, and in quiet resting places; 


Let us hold to God’s Pure Word for our security, truly it will bring Peace.

Here is an interesting slogan I came acrossed; 
No Jesus, no Peace.
Know Jesus, know Peace.

God Bless you!
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