The weapons of our warfare


2Corinthians 10:3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 
2Co 10:4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 

As we walk as Born-again believers, we come to learn that our perspective is very important. God’s word continually instructs us to trust in the unseen realm of God, such as the kingdom of God: Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. God’s word also instructs us to be focused on the unseen realm of God: Colossians 3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 

We must understand that everything that we face is spiritual first because we have been reborn into a spiritual realm. Look at Jesus words in John chapter 3; John 3:5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 

Having been born-again, we have become spiritual people, and it only stands to reason that our battles will be spiritual.  Now, as believers in Jesus Christ, we have been adopted into the kingdom of God, which is spiritual or unseen.  And as sons of God, we have also inherited God’s enemy satan as our enemy.  So, God, in His awesome wisdom, has provided the perfect weapons and tools for us to overcome any attack, deception, or trap of the enemy. Part of these tools is the Armour of God as we see in the following scriptures: 

Ephesians 6:10 Furthermore, my brethren, be° empowered in the Lord and in the dominion of his strength. 11 Clothe° yourselves with the full-armor of God, *that* you° may be able to stand up to the schemes of the devil. 12 Because the wrestling in us is not with blood and flesh, but with the principalities, with the authorities, with the world dominions of the darkness of this age, with the spiritual ones of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Because of this, take° up the full-armor of God, in order that you° may be able to stand against the devil in the evil day, and to stand straight, having worked against all things. 14 Therefore stand°, having girded your° loins in truth and having clothed yourselves with the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having tied the feet with* the readiness of the good-news of peace. 16 Upon all these things, when* you have taken up the shield of the faith, in which you° will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the evil one; 17 also able to accept the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 18 through all prayer and supplication praying in all seasons in the Spirit and watching in this same thing in all perseverance and supplication concerning all the holy-ones. (MLV)


2Corinthians 6:4 But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, 5 In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings; 6 By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, 7 By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, 

Romans 13:12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. 13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. 14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. 

1Thessalonians 5:6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. 7 For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night. 8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation. 

2Corinthians 10:3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 

God has provided us with weapons to use in these spiritual battlefields; let’s take a look at what the definition of the word “weapons” means:

Weapons G3696 ὅπλον, hoplon, hop'-lon
Probably from the primary word ἕπω hepō(to be busy about); an implement or utensil or tool (literally or figuratively, especially offensive for war): - armour, instrument, weapon.

Now, as we have looked at the armor of God, we see that most of the armor is for defense. The armor is to help us stand in times of spiritual attacks from the enemy.  

As we see in this scripture, the word of God tells us that we are soldiers as we see in these scriptures: 2Timothy 2:3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. 

Another word for a soldier is a warrior, one who understands the art fighting battles.  Now, pay very close attention to the following definitions.

To better understand what the apostle Paul is explaining let us examine the word “Warreth”
G4754 στρατεύομαι, strateuomai, strat-yoo'-om-ahee
Middle voice from the base of G4756; to serve in a military campaign; figuratively to execute the apostolate (with its arduous duties and functions), to contend with carnal inclinations: - soldier, (go to) war (-fare). 

“Warfare” G4752 στρατεία, strateia, strat-i'-ah
From G4754; military service, that is, (figuratively) the apostolic career (as one of hardship and danger): - warfare.

Please understand you are to withstand the attacks that come into your mind, that is the battlefield.  If the enemy can get you to listen to his voice, then he can control you and get you to see things his way.  This is the spiritual warfare that you face. Take a good look at the definitions. 
Now to put these scriptures and definitions into proper perspective, we see that:
1. You are a soldier of Jesus Christ.
2. You are in the midst of a spiritual battle and battlefield.
3. You are called into the service of our Lord.
4. you are called into a life filled with hardships
5. Your battle is against spiritual forces of darkness that are at war with us. 
6. You have been given the tools to stand against these forces.
7. The battle is within us; the struggle is for control of Your mind.


The Battlefield

If we properly study the scriptures, this should be our priority above the logic or emotion of the mind of man; we will discover an accurate view of the spiritual battlefield is before us.  For too long contemporary thought has corrupted the simplicity of these precepts; adding emotion and logic to simple truths have caused great harm to the body of Christ, bringing the Church of Jesus Christ to a place far from the position it once held.  

First, let us examine the main passage of scripture that deals with this subject: 
2Corinthians 10:3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (KJV) 

2Corinthians 10:3 For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. (ESV)

2 Corinthians 10:3 For though we walk in the world, we do not fight according to this world’s rules of warfare. (VOICE)

From these translations we get a clearer meaning of this verse;
- We live in a fleshly human body.
- The fight that we face is not one that includes the human flesh.  

2Corinthians 10:4 (KJV) (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 

2Corinthians 10:4 (ESV)For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 

2 Corinthians 10: 4 (Voice) The weapons of the war we’re fighting are not of this world but are powered by God and effective at tearing down the strongholds erected against His truth. 

From these translations, we get a clearer meaning of this verse:
- Our weapons are not weapons of human flesh or strength.
- Our weaponry or tools are divine.
- These weapons can break strongholds of deceptions.

*Special note: please see that verse 4 as read in the KJV is in parentheses, this meant to be a footnote or side thought, not to be read as part of the main thought of verse 3 and verse 5, so please read verse 3 and 5 together and then read verse 4.  The perspective will be clearer.

2Corinthians 10:5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; (KJV) 

2Corinthians 10:5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ, (ESV)

2 Corinthians 10:5 We are demolishing arguments and ideas, every high-and-mighty philosophy that pits itself against the knowledge of the one true God. We are taking prisoners of every thought, every emotion, and subduing them into obedience to the Anointed One. (VOICE)

From these translations, we get a clearer meaning of this verse:
- We must understand that the challenge is against  the knowledge of God’s Word
- These weapons give us the tools to destroy arguments, imaginations and high- minded philosophies that are contrary to God’s 
- These weapons help us capture these thoughts and emotions, making them subject to and obedient to Jesus Christ.

I would like to reference another passage of scripture to finish these thoughts:

Ephesians 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 

Please understand that the strongholds mentioned here are not fortresses occupied by demonic spirits out there in the heavenly places that we are to invade and break down.  They are ungodly mindsets and arguments that are thrown or sown into the minds of believers that need to be arrested and brought under the control of the truth that is in Christ Jesus.  That is why the scriptures tell us to be renewed in our minds: Ephesians 4:21 If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 

Too many times, this passage of scripture has been manipulated to mean things that it really doesn’t say.  What I intend on doing is bringing to light truth and clarity. There has been a lot of error taught out of these scriptures, you may say “how can you say that?” My response is “Look at the result of some of the hyper spiritual teachings on this subject”. Evil is more evident, even in the Christian Church, things have not gotten better since these so-called revelations have swept through our country.  I have sadly observed the following scripture come to pass in our time: 2Timothy 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 
 Because of errant teachings on spiritual warfare, many people have gotten rich from their books while the Church of Jesus Christ has become lethargic and weak.  We must take an honest look at this and ask why has this happened when there are so many teachings and books written about this?  Is it possible that the Church has been deceived?  Is it possible that the apostle Paul’s fears have come to pass? 

Acts 20:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. 31 Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears. 

2Corinthians 11:3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.  

There is too much at stake for us to remain casual about these errant teachings that are frustrating and destroying the faith of so many believers.  We are very foolish if we continue along this same path.  

The following is taken from the Matthew Henry Commentary, please note that this commentary was written in the early 1700’s.  This is a commentary on Ephesians chapter 6 verse 12. 

1. What our danger is, and what need we have to put on this whole armour, considering what sort of enemies we have to deal with—the devil and all the powers of darkness: For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, etc., v. 12. The combat for which we are to be prepared is not against ordinary human enemies, not barely against men compounded of flesh and blood, nor against our own corrupt natures singly considered, but against the several ranks of devils, who have a government which they exercise in this world. (1.) We have to do with a subtle enemy, an enemy who uses wiles and stratagems, as v. 11. He has a thousand ways of beguiling unstable souls: hence he is called a serpent for subtlety, an old serpent, experienced in the art and trade of tempting. (2.) He is a powerful enemy: Principalities, and powers, and rulers. They are numerous, they are vigorous; and rule in those heathen nations which are yet in darkness. The dark parts of the world are the seat of Satan's empire. Yea, they are usurping princes over all men who are yet in a state of sin and ignorance. Satan's is a kingdom of darkness; whereas Christ's is a kingdom of light. (3.) They are spiritual enemies: Spiritual wickedness in high places, or wicked spirits, as some translate it. The devil is a spirit, a wicked spirit; and our danger is the greater from our enemies because they are unseen, and assault us ere we are aware of them. The devils are wicked spirits, and they chiefly annoy the saints with, and provoke them to, spiritual wickednesses, pride, envy, malice, etc. These enemies are said to be in high places, or in heavenly places, so the word is, taking heaven (as one says) for the whole expansum, or spreading out of the air between the earth and the stars, the air being the place from which the devils assault us. Or the meaning may be, "We wrestle about heavenly places or heavenly things;" so some of the ancients interpret it. Our enemies strive to prevent our ascent to heaven, to deprive us of heavenly blessings and to obstruct our communion with heaven. They assault us in the things that belong to our souls, and labour to deface the heavenly image in our hearts; and therefore we have need to be upon our guard against them. We have need of faith in our Christian warfare, because we have spiritual enemies to grapple with, as well as of faith in our Christian work, because we have spiritual strength to fetch in. Thus you see your danger.
The battle being waged against you and I are thoughts that are contrary to the Word or knowledge of God that has been sown in your hearts.  God’s word tells you to live by faith and trust God concerning your needs, but there will come voices in your mind that causes you to fear and doubt that it might not happen.  These thoughts say to do things yourself and not wait for God, these thoughts say, this is the safest thing you can do to make sure you get your needs met.  Now, at this time, these thoughts are going against what we have come to learn in God’s Pure Word. 

For instance, the scriptures tell us in Matthew (Jesus own words) chapter 6, I will include the entire passage, so you have the entire context, verses 25-34:
 Matthew 6:25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? 26 Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? 27 Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? 28 And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: 29 And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? 31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 
32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 

Now referencing what I previously wrote, these are Jesus own words and they speak truth, this is knowledge, something you learned to be true.  There will come opportunities when you will need to put this knowledge to action as previously discussed.  There will come in your mind thoughts that will oppose Jesus words or the knowledge given in the passage we just read.  This is where you take that thought (capture it) and compare it with Jesus words (the knowledge of God) and do what Jesus did when He was confronted by the devil to turn stone into bread, say “it is written” this is how those strongholds are broken down.  

One final thought on this, what spiritual weapon needed to be used here? (2 Corinthians 10:3) If we remember what we learned about the armour of God, we learned this: Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 

Ephesians 6:13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 

Ephesians 6:14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; 

Ephesians 6:15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 

Ephesians 6:16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 

Ephesians 6:17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: 
Does this open your eyes to true spiritual warfare?  We should always maintain our Lord and King Jesus Christ as our standard and our example for everything, after all why did He come here to earth?  Listen to Jesus’ prayer in John 17: John 17:6 I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word. 7 Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee. 8 For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me.  Jesus said that He had given the disciples the knowledge of God, keep that knowledge secure in your mind. 


False spiritual warfare

One of the biggest deceptions that has led the body of Christ astray is the term “spiritual warfare”, first, that is not a biblical word.  Secondly, it is not a biblical doctrine.  

As I have observed, what most think concerning spiritual warfare is bombarding the spirit realm coming against satanic evil forces with prayer.  The problem is, there are no scriptures to bear that doctrine out.  Whenever I am looking to see truth in any situation, I always look at our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, how he conducted Himself.  In dealing with spiritual forces of darkness, these passages of scripture show how Jesus conducted Himself.

Mark 1:21 And they went into Capernaum; and straightway on the sabbath day he entered into the synagogue, and taught. 22 And they were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them as one that had authority, and not as the scribes. 23 And there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; and he cried out, 24 Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God. 25 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him. 26 And when the unclean spirit had torn him, and cried with a loud voice, he came out of him. 27 And they were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned among themselves, saying, What thing is this? what new doctrine is this? for with authority commandeth he even the unclean spirits, and they do obey him.   

Mark 3:7 But Jesus withdrew himself with his disciples to the sea: and a great multitude from Galilee followed him, and from Judaea, 8 And from Jerusalem, and from Idumaea, and from beyond Jordan; and they about Tyre and Sidon, a great multitude, when they had heard what great things he did, came unto him. 9 And he spake to his disciples, that a small ship should wait on him because of the multitude, lest they should throng him. 10 For he had healed many; insomuch that they pressed upon him for to touch him, as many as had plagues. 11 And unclean spirits, when they saw him, fell down before him, and cried, saying, Thou art the Son of God. 12 And he straitly charged them that they should not make him known. 

Mark 5:1 And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gadarenes. 2 And when he was come out of the ship, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit, 3 Who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no man could bind him, no, not with chains: 4 Because that he had been often bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces: neither could any man tame him. 5 And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones. 
6 But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him, 7 And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most high God? I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not. 8 For he said unto him, Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit. 9 And he asked him, What is thy name? And he answered, saying, My name is Legion: for we are many. 10 And he besought him much that he

Mark 7:24 And from thence he arose, and went into the borders of Tyre and Sidon, and entered into an house, and would have no man know it: but he could not be hid. 25 For a certain woman, whose young daughter had an unclean spirit, heard of him, and came and fell at his feet: 26 The woman was a Greek, a Syrophenician by nation; and she besought him that he would cast forth the devil out of her daughter. 27 But Jesus said unto her, Let the children first be filled: for it is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it unto the dogs. 28 And she answered and said unto him, Yes, Lord: yet the dogs under the table eat of the children's crumbs. 29 And he said unto her, For this saying go thy way; the devil is gone out of thy daughter. 30 And when she was come to her house, she found the devil gone out, and her daughter laid upon the bed. 

Luke 4:31 And came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and taught them on the sabbath days. 32 And they were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with power. 33 And in the synagogue there was a man, which had a spirit of an unclean devil, and cried out with a loud voice, 34 Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art; the Holy One of God. 35 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him. And when the devil had thrown him in the midst, he came out of him, and hurt him not. 36 And they were all amazed, and spake among themselves, saying, What a word is this! for with authority and power he commandeth the unclean spirits, and they come out. 37 And the fame of him went out into every place of the country round about. 

What is evident in these passages about Jesus dealing with demonic spirits is that He never went looking to cast out demons, Jesus did deal with them as the issue came to Him.  But Jesus was always focused on hearing from the Father and doing the Fathers will.  Look at these passages of scripture:

John 4:30 Then they went out of the city,and came unto him. 31 In the mean while his disciples prayed him, saying, Master, eat. 32 But he said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye know not of. 33 Therefore said the disciples one to another, Hath any man brought him ought to eat? 34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work. 

Luke 19:5 And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for to day I must abide at thy house. 6 And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully. 7 And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, That he was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner. 8 And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold. 9 And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost. 


Secondly when Jesus was confronted by satan He resisted by standing on the Word of God, here are some examples to consider: 

Luke 4:3 And the devil said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it be made bread. 4 And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God. 

Luke 4:7 If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine. 8 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.  

Luke 4:9 And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down from hence: 10 For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee: 11 And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 
12 And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 

Do you see Jesus’ attitude towards satan?  He did not attack him, He resisted him.  Let us look some other scriptures: Matthew 16:21  From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day. 
22 Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee. 23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men.  

Please see this clearly, Jesus was saying what was going to happen to Him, and then Peter took hold of Him. Peter most likely was speaking face to face, and began to rebuke Jesus, now notice what Jesus did, He turned and said, “Get thee behind me satan”, again Jesus was resisting the thoughts that satan was trying to speak into His mind through Peters words.  

Look at what Jesus said about satan, this is the perspective that we as believers in Jesus Christ should always maintain:

John 12:31 Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out.  

John 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: Joh 16:9 Of sin, because they believe not on me; 10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; 11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.

 Here are more scriptures that deal with satan.

Romans 16:20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. May the grace of our Lord Jesus, the Messiah, be with all of you! (ISV)

Colossians 2:15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it. 
Hebrews 2:14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 

1John 3:8 He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil. 

As you can see, satan has already been judged and his works rendered loosed and broken, thus he has been judged and dealt with, defeated by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  So, what do we have to fight?   

Here are some scriptures that tell us: Fight the good fight of faith: 1Timothy 6:12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.  The reference to fighting is to the struggle we each face to follow Christ, resisting false doctrines, false teachers, worldliness, and standing in the face of persecution, dealing with our own carnal nature. But when it comes to our enemy, we are instructed to resist him: James 4:6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. 
7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

1Peter 5:6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: 7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 9 Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.    

Isn’t it interesting that in both of these scriptures we are instructed to “humble ourselves” and then resist the devil?  Let us go on. 

As I see from our prime example Jesus, His focus was bringing the lost to the Father.  If we at any time wonder where our attention needs to be, look at what Jesus did, and you will always be safe.  

Our focus should never be on the activity of demon spirits.  Our thoughts should never be centered around the activity of the devil, but on the activity of the Holy Spirit.  Constant meditation in the wrong areas will always steer you into the wrong places.

 Remember the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth as Jesus told us: John 14:16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 

John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. 14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 15 All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 



Jesus of course, is the truth, as we see in these verses of scripture:

John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 

John 1:17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 

On the other hand, we know that the devil is a liar and that there is no truth in him as we see in these scripture verses; John 8:44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 

Acts 5:3 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land? 

2Thessalonians 2:7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. 8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 

Can you see where our focus needs to be?  The word of God clearly tells us where we are to keep our minds focused upon: Mark 12:28 And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and perceiving that he had answered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of all? 29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: 30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 

Philippians 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.

Colossians 3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth

Isaiah 26:3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee. 4 Trust ye in the LORD for ever: for in the LORD JEHOVAH is everlasting strength: 


True spiritual warfare

We as followers of Jesus Christ have been directed to do battle on three fronts, 

The first battlefield as we have just seen is your mind, that is the main target of our enemy.

The second battlefield is when we stand with our brethren.  Let me explain: God’s word tells us that the potential to sin is a reality in the life of the believer, as we grow nobody comes to the Lord perfect. Just as no new-born child is mature immediately, growth is a process of learning, so it is with the life of a believer.  Mistakes will be made, sins will be committed, but that does not define the believer who is sincere.  Remember, the scriptures have been written for the believer not the unbeliever.      

Re-enforcing the work that has been done by Jesus Christ.  Many times, the enemy will bring an attack upon the lives of believers, this could come through various avenues, condemnation, persecution, illness or spiritual stress.  The Pure Word of God tells us that these works of the devil have been broken by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, but that doesn’t keep the devil from trying to deceiving us into believing that we have to live with these things.  Remember, these areas have been dealt with by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we have every right to contend with those spiritual forces that attack us and our brethren, remember the devil does not play fair and goes off limits, but we have every right to speak to those actions because of what Jesus has done.  That’s why we have been given the name of Jesus and the Pure Word of God to contend against the wiles of the enemy.  
Just as Jesus put the devil in his place by quoting what had been spoken in God’s word, we in turn can resist him by standing on God’s Pure Word not only for ourselves but for others as well.  In the gospel of Luke, we see where Jesus gave the seventy disciples power over unclean spirits, we also have the same authority to minister others through His Name.

Therefore, we pray with, contend and stand with others when the enemy attacks, and by the Name of Jesus Christ and speaking the Pure Word of God, Gods power is manifested to bring deliverance.   Observe these scriptures: 2Timothy 2:24 And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 26 And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will. 

Galatians 6:1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 
2 Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 3 For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself. 

James 5:19 Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; 20 Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins. 
 
The third battlefield is the world: Our orders are to make disciples of all nations.  
Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.  
Mark 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 

Even in the world the people have their minds blinded by the enemy and we are to go out to the world and shine the light of Jesus Christ: 2Corinthians 4:3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 

Ephesians 4:17 This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, 18 Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart: 19 Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. 20 But ye have not so learned Christ; 

Colossians 1:21 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled. 22 In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight: 

Unfortunately, we have not been taught properly that our spiritual battles will be in the battlefield of our minds, unfortunately, many weak teachings have crippled the body of Christ, not giving them the proper perspective when it comes to operating in the spiritual realm. This is not of God and it greatly displeases Him look at this scripture: Jeremiah 23:30 Therefore, behold, I am against the prophets, saith the LORD, that steal my words every one from his neighbour. 31 Behold, I am against the prophets, saith the LORD, that use their tongues, and say, He saith. 32 Behold, I am against them that prophesy false dreams, saith the LORD, and do tell them, and cause my people to err by their lies, and by their lightness; yet I sent them not, nor commanded them: therefore they shall not profit this people at all, saith the LORD. 

That is why I feel the Lord has directed me to write this teaching.  There is a scripture in Hosea chapter 4 verse 6: Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.  



Prayer focus


Let’s look at the scriptures to see where our prayers are to be concentrated:

Matthew 5:44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 

Matthew 6:9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

Matthew 17:14 And when they were come to the multitude, there came to him a certain man, kneeling down to him, and saying, 15 Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is lunatick, and sore vexed: for ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and oft into the water. 
16 And I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not cure him. 17 Then Jesus answered and said, O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him hither to me. 18 And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him: and the child was cured from that very hour. 19 Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast him out? 20 And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. 21 Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting. 

Matthew 21:20 And when the disciples saw it, they marvelled, saying, How soon is the fig tree withered away! 21 Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done. 22 And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive. 

Matthew 26:41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.

Mark 11:25 And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.

Mark 13:32 But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. 33 Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is. 
Luke 10:2 Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his harvest.

Luke 18:1 And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint; 2 Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, neither regarded man: 3 And there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary. 4 And he would not for a while: but afterward he said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard man; 5 Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me. 6 And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith. 7 And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? 8 I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth? 

Luke 21:34 And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares. 35 For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36 Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man. 
Now as you have read these passages of scripture where did Jesus say our prayer focus should be on?  A lot of things but not on satan.  What did Jesus say about satan?

Matthew 4:4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 

Mark 8:33 But when he had turned about and looked on his disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee behind me, Satan: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but the things that be of men.

Luke 4:8 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.

Luke 10:17 And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy name. 18 And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. 19 Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 20 Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven. 

Luke 13:11 And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could in no wise lift up herself. 12 And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said unto her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity. 13 And he laid his hands on her: and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God. 14 And the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because that Jesus had healed on the sabbath day, and said unto the people, There are six days in which men ought to work: in them therefore come and be healed, and not on the sabbath day. 15 The Lord then answered him, and said, Thou hypocrite, doth not each one of you on the sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him away to watering? 16 And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day? 
Luke 22:31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: 32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. 33 And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death. 34 And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me. 


The doctrine of Light and darkness

Jesus was well aware of the devil, as we have seen earlier, Jesus was confronted by him at the beginning of His ministry; Matthew chapter 4.  But Jesus did not spend much time dealing with him.  I will not spend much time talking about the enemy, but I will share some eternal principles that our Father in heaven has put into place.  

In Genesis chapter 1 God set a great principle into motion, let us read; Genesis 1:14 And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth, to divide between day and night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and for years. 15 And let them be for light in the firmament of the heaven, so as to shine upon the earth, and it was so. 16 And God made the two great lights, the greater light for regulating the day and the lesser light for regulating the night, the stars also. 
17 And God placed them in the firmament of the heaven, so as to shine upon the earth, 
18 and to regulate day and night, and to divide between the light and the darkness. And God saw that it was good. (Sept.)

From the beginning of creation God in His wisdom set in to motion the principle the division of light and darkness.  In verse 14 one of the attributes of the lights in the heavens God said would be for signs.  What sign would that be?  Think about the night and the day, darkness is a fact in our world, but darkness cannot stop the light from coming, no matter how dark it gets, the light will always overcome the darkness.  In other words, the darkness cannot hold back the light, and light always overcomes the darkness.  

Think about this, you can be in a room that is pitch black or in a cave where there is no source of light, and you can have the smallest source of light and it will illuminate where you are, the stronger the light, the greater the illumination, the darkness cannot keep the light from shining.  This is an interesting thought isn’t it? But still it is a great truth.   

From the beginning of creation God had put this great truth into reality and at the same time there was a greater reality introduced into the world.  Jesus Christ, we know from the beginning was ordained to be the light of the world as we see in this passage of scripture:
John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 The same was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. 8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 

Jesus gave this testimony, understanding who He was: John 8:12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. 

John 9:5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world. 

In the following passage of scripture, we see where the apostle Paul was confronted by Jesus and given what would be his destiny, but look at what Jesus said to him; Acts 26:15 And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. 16 But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee; 17 Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, 18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me. 

We also find in the scriptures that satan is associated with darkness, as well as evil and satan’s work, and those who are captive by the deceptions of the enemy are said to be in darkness as well: Colossians 1:13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:

1Peter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 5 This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 

Even in nature God is displaying His victory over satan, how awesome is God’s wisdom, how God displayed a great truth about the nature of the spiritual realm.  The apostle Paul understood this great truth when he wrote the following; Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. 20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 

2Corinthians 4:3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 5 For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

Ecclesiastes 2:13 Then I saw that there is advantage to wisdom above folly, even as light has advantage over darkness. 

God in every facet of life gives us great truths and insights into His awesome wisdom and power, and for us it means that our Father in Heaven has given us all things that pertain to life and godliness so that we ca in all ways be successful: 2Peter 1:3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.  

Ephesians 1:15 Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints, 16 Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers; 17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, 21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 





The weapons of our warfare

So, we as soldiers of Jesus Christ are to be in an offensive posture, remember that the properly trained soldier becomes a weapon himself, for us as we become properly trained soldiers of Jesus Christ our minds become our spiritual weapon, our hearts, having the essence of our heavenly Father becomes a spiritual weapon.  

We must remember that we must move in faith as we go forward, many things from here on end may not make sense but God’s word teaches us the His ways are higher than our ways and His way of thinking is also higher than ours: Isaiah 55:8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

So, we are operating in different realm than what we are used to, this realm of the spirit is God’s territory and He know exactly how to operate in it, so we must trust in His Pure Word. 
If we can, we will always succeed.  Look at this passage of scripture: 2Peter 1:3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: 

We are not being prepared to look for demon spirits, but we do have authority over them through the Name of Jesus Christ.  But we are being prepared to share the good news, the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 

As we have shared earlier, our weapons are spiritual but still offensive: 2 Corinthians 10:4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;  

2Timothy 1:6 Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands. 7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 

Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. 



In this section we are going to examine the spiritual weapons that have been given to us by the Holy Spirit for being on the offence, you will see how much sense it makes to call the following attributes, weapons. 

Love 
1Thessalonians 5:8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation.

· Embraces God – Matthew 22:37
· Embraces your enemies -  Luke 6:27
· Obeys the words of Christ – John 14:15, 1 John 1:25, 1 John 5:2
· Does not bring Shame – Romans 5:5
· Gives - John 3:16, 1 John 3:16
· Keeps God working for you – Romans 8:28
· Makes us more than conquers – Romans 8:37
· Keeps you sincere – Romans 12:9
· Gives you God’s attention – 1 Corinthians 8:3
· Is the fuel of your faith – Galatians – 5:6
· Helps you to be a servant – Galatians 5:13
· Is the fruit of the Spirit – 5:22, 2 Timothy 1:7
· Is the cement to hold you – Ephesians 3:17
· Keeps you humble and patient – 4:2
· Is the door to knowledge and insight - Philippians 1:9
· Helps in keeping unity – Philippians 2:2, Colossians 2:2, 1 Peter 3:8
· Needs to be the focus of our attention - 1 Timothy 6:11 
· Through love others are refreshed – Philemon 1:7, Hebrews 6:10
· Love encourages – Hebrews 10:24
· Love corrects – Hebrews 12:6
· Keep you in the light – 1 John 2:10
· We are sons of God because of His love – 1 John 3:1
· Keeps fear away – 1 John 4:18

Joy
Nehemiah 8:10 Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is your strength. 
-    source of strength
-    Helps bring you through trials - 2 Corinthians 8:2
-    An aid against depression - Isaiah 51:11
-    Gives you determination - Hebrews 12:2

Forgiveness 
Matthew 6:12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: 15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 
      -    Gives you freedom 
       -   Gives you peace/ no guilt – Romans 5:1
       -   Gives you clarity/ no confusion – 1 Corinthians 14;33
       -   Cleanses you – Ephesians 1:7, 1 John 1:9, Revelation 12:11 

Giving thanks 
Psalms 105:1 O give thanks unto the LORD; call upon his name: make known his deeds among the people. 2 Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him: talk ye of all his wondrous works. 3 Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart of them rejoice that seek the LORD. 
4 Seek the LORD, and his strength: seek his face evermore. 5 Remember his marvellous works that he hath done; his wonders, and the judgments of his mouth; 
       -  Puts the perspective on our heavenly Father  
       -  Allows God to battle for you – Daniel 6:10-23
       -  Helps keep you at peace and clear thinking – Philippians 4:6
       -  Enriches your life - 2 Corinthians 9:11
       -  Aides in keeping you grounded – Colossians 2:7 

Prayer/Spirit
Jude 1:20 But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 
      -  Builds you up in your faith
      -  Prays God’s perfect will - Romans 8:26-27, 1Corinthians 14:14
      -  Keeps you spiritually aware – Ephesians 6:16 
      -  Shows compassion – Matthew 5:44
      -  Demonstrates determination- Luke 18:1-8
      -  Helps you to keep things in God’s hands – 2 Thessalonians 3:1
      -  Heals the body and the inner man- James 5:15
      -  Allows God to work on your behalf - 

Faith 
Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 
-  Touches the supernatural
-  Puts you in the realm where God works – Mark 11:22, Colossians 2:12
-  Connects you with true power – Ephesians 1:15-19, Hebrews 11:30-35
-  Sees the impossible come to pass – Mark 9:23, 11:22-24
-  Keeps you in proper relation with God – Hebrews 11:6
-  Is a shield – Ephesians 6:16, 1Peter 5:8-9
-  Is dependent on the Word of God – Romans 10:17

God’s word 
Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
      -  The sword of the Spirit – Ephesians 6:17
      -  Is a builder of faith – Romans 10:17
      -  Is what Jesus used when confronted by the devil – Luke 4:4
      -  Keeps you clean- John 15:3
      -  Gives you truth – John 17:17-19, 1 Thessalonians 2:13
      -  Brings spiritual growth – 1 Peter 2:2
      -  The enemy is overcome by the word of God – 1John 2:14 
      -  Contains God’s promises – 2Corinthians 1:20, 2 Peter 1:4 





A sound mind 
2Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 
      -  Has no fear but is confident in God – Romans 8:15, 1 John 4:18
      -  Is clear thinking – 1 Thessalonians 5:8, 1 Peter 1:13
      -  Can stay focused on spirituality/ things of God – Romans 8:5-6, 1 Corinthians 2:9-14
      -  Can hear the Holy Spirit clearly – Romans 9:1, Luke 12:11-12
      -  Does not waver – James 1:5-8, Hebrews 10:22-23

Righteousness  
Romans 5:19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous. 
      -  Understanding of where we stand/no condemnation – Romans 5:19
      -  Made righteous through the blood of Jesus Christ – Romans 3:24-26
      -  God is on the side of the righteous – 1Peter 3:12
      -  The breastplate of protection for your heart – Ephesians 6:14, 1 Thessalonians 5:8 

Obedience 
Exodus 23:20 Behold, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee into the place which I have prepared. 21 Beware of him, and obey his voice, provoke him not; for he will not pardon your transgressions: for my name is in him. 
22 But if thou shalt indeed obey his voice, and do all that I speak; then I will be an enemy unto thine enemies, and an adversary unto thine adversaries. 
      -  Allows God to do for you what He says He will do/ demonstrates faith as well
      -  Keeps the focus on God and His word and not on yourselves – Deuteronomy 30:2
      -  Allows God’s power to work for you and through you – 2 Corinthians 13:4
      -  Brings God’s blessing into your life – Deuteronomy 28:1-14
      -  Makes you to be stable in times of adversity – Matthew 7:24-27

Peace
Philippians 4:6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 
      -  Keeps the soul and mind at rest/ no weariness 
      -  Is a strength to keep you firm in Christ unwavering – Philippians 4:7
      -  Is a place of knowing that all things work for the good – Romans 8:28
      -  Replaces fear – John 14:27

Grace
2Corinthians 12:9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
     -  In our weaknesses His grace is our strength 
     -  We are justified by His grace – Romans 3:24, Titus 3:7
     -  Your giftings are given by His Grace – Romans 12:6
     -  By grace every man is given a measure of Faith – Romans 12:3
     -  The grace of Christ exchanges what He has for what we have - 2 Corinthians 8:9
     -  We are saved by His grace – Ephesians 2:5
     -  Grace is getting what we don’t deserve – Ephesians 3:8, 2 Timothy 1:9
     -  Grace helps us in our time of need – Hebrews 4:16
     
Testimonies 
Acts 14:3 Long time therefore abode they speaking boldly in the Lord, which gave testimony unto the word of his grace, and granted signs and wonders to be done by their hands. 
      -  Teaches us what God can and will do. 
      -  Your testimony is your conviction – Revelation 6:9, 2 Corinthians 1:2
      -  Your testimony is your story – Acts 20:24
     
Resistance 
James 4:7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
      -  Not letting the devil have his way, this makes him flee – 1 Peter 5:8-9
      -  God had provided the tools to help resist and stand – Ephesians 6:10-18 

Truth
Ephesians 6:14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; 
      -  Is the essence of Christ’s character – John 14:6
      -  God’s word is truth – John 17:7
      -  Being honest before God – 2 Corinthians 4:2
      
Praise and Worship
Psalms 8:2 Out of the mouth of babes and nursing-babes you have perfected praise, because of your adversaries, that you might make the enemy and the avenger cease.
     -  God uses praise and worship to do battle - Isaiah 30:29-32, 
     -  Praise brings deliverance - 2 Chronicles 20:21-22, Acts 16:25-2

Good
 Romans 12:21 be not overcome with evil but overcome evil with good 
     -  God partners with those who do good – 1 Peter 3:10-14, Hebrews 13:6
     -  Doing good is God’s way – Matthew 5:44, Romans 12:14,17, 1 Thessalonians 5:15
     -  Goodness is the fruit of the Spirit – Galatians 5:22, Ephesians 5:9

As you study these attributes, you will see how that Jesus Christ was the true spiritual weapon, not just by the power that he manifested but also through His essence and character.  Jesus was able to do all that he did because of having these attributes flowing through every part of His life.  And as you allow these attributes to become a part of you, you will in turn be a weapon in the hands of your heavenly Father,  just imagine your Father having confidence in you to send you to be a instrument for His use: Jeremiah 51:20 Thou art my battle axe and weapons of war: for with thee will I break in pieces the nations, and with thee will I destroy kingdoms; 21 And with thee will I break in pieces the horse and his rider; and with thee will I break in pieces the chariot and his rider; 22 With thee also will I break in pieces man and woman; and with thee will I break in pieces old and young; and with thee will I break in pieces the young man and the maid; 23 I will also break in pieces with thee the shepherd and his flock; and with thee will I break in pieces the husbandman and his yoke of oxen; and with thee will I break in pieces captains and rulers. 

Isaiah 41:15 Behold, I will make thee a new sharp threshing instrument having teeth: thou shalt thresh the mountains, and beat them small, and shalt make the hills as chaff. 16 Thou shalt fan them, and the wind shall carry them away, and the whirlwind shall scatter them: and thou shalt rejoice in the LORD, and shalt glory in the Holy One of Israel. 

2Timothy 2:3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 
4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. 

John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

John 1:16 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. 17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 

God Bless you.
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