Is Diversity Biblical?

John 17:13 And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth. 20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; 21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: 23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 

What we just read was a part of Jesus prayer to His Father before He was betrayed in the garden of gethsemane.  As we ponder these words, we see the grace and love in which Jesus displayed throughout His time here on earth.  At the same time, Jesus revealed some great truths that need to be identified through this awesome prayer.  There was purpose in everything that Jesus did, even when He prayed.  

His prayer gives reference of a different place other than this world.  We see this in the beginning of verse 13 where Jesus is saying “And now come I to thee “.  Jesus is speaking to His Father who is in the eternal realm of heaven.  Jesus is drawing a distinction between the two realms.  

Not of this world 
As we read in verse 14 Jesus reveals three truths for us to understand;
1) God’s word is not of this world – He is in the eternal realm of heaven.
2) Jesus is not of this world – He was sent from the eternal realm of heaven.
3) We are not of this world – We were chosen out of this world into the eternal realm of heaven.

This should be no mystery because Jesus conveyed this truth to the disciples beforehand; John 15:18 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. 19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.  And the disciples wrote of this for our remembrance as we see in 1John; 1John 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. 5 They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them. 6 We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.  

James 4:4 You adulterers! Don't you know that friendship with the world means hostility with God? So whoever wants to be a friend of this world is an enemy of God. 

1John 2:15 Stop loving the world and the things that are in the world. If anyone persists in loving the world, the Father's love is not in him. 16 For everything that is in the world—the desire for fleshly gratification, the desire for possessions, and worldly arrogance—is not from the Father but is from the world. 
Here is something interesting; this is the first part of verse 16 from the Greek interlinear Bible; 16 They are not of the world, 
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Here is James 4:4 quoted from the voice translation.  Interesting isn’t it?

James 4:4 (VOICE) 4 You are adulterers. Don’t you know that making friends with this corrupt world order is open aggression toward God? So anyone who aligns with this bogus world system is declaring war against the one true God.

As born-again children of God we are no longer considered children of this corrupt system as we read in 2Peter 1:4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.


And as we read verses 15-20, we come to our next point; 15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth. 20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word;

 Truth
1) We see Jesus praying for those who God had placed in His care.  Jesus does not pray for them to be taken out of the corrupt system, but to be kept from the evil of the system.
2) Truth is the means by which God will keep His chosen ones from the evil that is in this corrupt system. 
3) Sanctify means to consecrate, so through God’s truth we who are in Christ are kept from the evil that would try to corrupt us through the system of the world.
4) As Father God has sent Jesus into this system, the same truth that kept Jesus from becoming corrupted by this worlds system will keep us in the same way from being corrupted as we are sent onto this system.

Jesus said in verse 17 “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. “
Jesus understood that He was sent into this world’s system to bring God’s truth to is people; 
John 8:23 And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins. 25 Then said they unto him, Who art thou? And Jesus saith unto them, Even the same that I said unto you from the beginning. 26 I have many things to say and to judge of you: but he that sent me is true; and I speak to the world those things which I have heard of him. 27 They understood not that he spake to them of the Father. 28 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. 29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. 30 As he spake these words, many believed on him. 
As we see, Jesus verified that it was God who was is Father in Heaven, and it was His (God’s) truth that He was speaking.  There are more references that verify this thought;
John 7:16 Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me. 
17 If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself. 18 He that speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory: but he that seeketh his glory that sent him, the same is true, and no unrighteousness is in him. 

John 12:49 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. 50 And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak. 

Jesus gave all of the credit for what He said to His Father, but yet Jesus never hesitated to declare who He was as the Son of God.  Jesus was sent to this world by God as we have seen and in the following passages of scripture, we shall see that Jesus was God’s truth sent to this world. John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

John 1:16 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. 17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 

To know Christ is to know truth and to know that truth is what sets us free from the corruption of this world. John 8:31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.  

The World the System

Revelation 12:9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.  

When we talk about not being a part of the world, we are talking about the realm of this earth and its system where the devil has control; 1John 2:15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.  

As we look around us these days, the picture is not very good.  There is corruption in every area of life, foods are no longer healthy, drinking water is being polluted and many are becoming ill. We are seeing a rise of rare sicknesses and many of our young are being stricken with cancer. Things were not like this in the year’s past. At the same time drug abuse, child abuse and alcohol abuse are on the rise.  Our leaders who are supposed to be looking out for the good of our people are giving in to demonic influence and promoting anti-Christian lifestyles.  All the while suicide rates among the young are at a all time high.  It brings to mind a quote by Jesus in Johns gospel; John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.    
As we know there are governing forces that are ruling both the spiritual and physical realm on this earth. Observe the following passage of scripture; Ephesians 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.  

The enemy has caused an evil current to flow throughout the earth, it flows from the spiritual realm as we see from the scripture above, beginning with spiritual wickedness and flows into the natural realm, we call this the course of this world; Ephesians 2:1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 

To the Christian, this current is a poison that is designed to take them away from the truth of God’s Pure Word and give them a false truth, through a corrupted belief system filled with compromise and half-truths. Look at these scriptures; 2Corinthians 2:17 For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ. 

1Timothy 4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; 

2Timothy 4:2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 

The apostle Paul here give us strong admonition to beware of what will be coming to try and pull believers away from the Pure truth of God’s Word. For us, the that time has come. That is why we must abide in God’s Pure Word.  We must study God’s Pure Word and know for ourselves what is written for our learning.  Truth will keep you from being deceived.  Let’s take a look at Jesus prayer to His Father in Heaven in John’s gospel chapter 17; John 17:15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth. 

We can trust God’s Pure Word; it has been tried and tested to be true through the ages; 
Psalms 18:30 As for God, his way is perfect: the word of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all those that trust in him. 

Psalms 12:6 The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. 

Proverbs 30:5 Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him. 

God’s Pure Word will keep you pure in every way.  Amen
Here are some scriptures that describe the hold that the devil has on this earth, to make up the system of this world.

- Lust
1John 2:15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. 

G1939
ἐπιθυμία
epithumia
ep-ee-thoo-mee'-ah
From G1937; a longing (especially for what is forbidden): - concupiscence, desire, lust (after).

G1937
ἐπιθυμέω
epithumeō
ep-ee-thoo-meh'-o
From G1909 and G2372; to set the heart upon, that is, long for (rightfully or otherwise): - covet, desire, would fain, lust (after).

We see here that lust means to set the heart upon or long for something that is not of our Father in heaven but of this this world.  This is broken down into three areas;

- Lust of the flesh; the longing to satisfy anything that the appetites desire 
- Lust of the eyes; the longing to have anything that the eyes are set upon
- The pride of life; the belief that one does not need God nor God’s guidance, they can live life on their own. And they boast about that. 

That is why Christians are instructed to “Love not the things of the world”, it is a subtle trap to the believer in Jesus Christ.

- Rudiments of this world
Colossians 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 

G4747
στοιχεῖον
stoicheion
stoy-khi'-on
Neuter of a presumed derivative of the base of G4748; something orderly in arrangement, that is, (by implication) a serial (basal, fundamental, initial) constituent (literally), proposition (figuratively): - element, principle, rudiment.

This mean that we are not to be deceived by the guiding principles of this world because they are not of Christ.



- Corruption of this world
2Peter 1:4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 

G5356
φθορά
phthora
fthor-ah'
From G5351; decay, that is, ruin (spontaneous or inflicted, literally or figuratively): - corruption, destroy, perish.

With the word lust inserted this is referring to the moral decay or ruin that is prominent in this world’s system.


The Prince of this world


We see from scripture that satan is considered by Jesus, the prince of this world.  There are some interesting thoughts as to why Jesus gave this statement. John 12:31 Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out.  

John 14:30 Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me. 

Although Satan has power and authority in this current worlds system in which we exist, his power is limited, always under the sovereign control of God as we see in Job 1:12; Job 1:12 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD. 
 
Always remember, a prince is under the authority of a King.

One of the first instances of the revelation of the spiritual governing forces is when Jesus was tempted by the devil in the desert. Look at what the devil said to Jesus; Luke 4:5 And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 6 And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it. 


There are many counterfeit truths in this world, because this world’s system is designed by the devil to keep you from God, or lure you away from God who the ultimate truth.  Unfortunately, many fall prey to this false sense of truth and find themselves enslaved to a life that they wished that could get out of.  

Remember, Jesus said in John chapter 14; John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.  Jesus Christ is the true way out of that bondage where true life is found.  Jesus also said; John 8:31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. Outside of Christ’s truth there is only bondage and spiritual death, which is the ultimate death.
Here are some other scriptures that reveal the devil to be the ruler of this earth/ world; 
2Corinthians 4:3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 

Ephesians 2:1 (MLV) Even you° were dead in your° trespasses and sins, 2 in which you° previously walked according to the age of this world {i.e. current things of this world}, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, of the spirit which now is working in the sons of disobedience; 3 among whom we also all conducted ourselves previously in the lusts of our flesh, practicing the wills of the flesh and of the mind and we were children of wrath by nature, even as the rest. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of his much love* with which he loved* us, 5 even when* we were dead through our trespasses, he made* us alive together with the Christ; you° are saved in his grace. 6 And God raised us up together with him and seated us together with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus; 7 in order that in the coming ages, he might show the surpassing riches of his grace in kindness upon us in Christ Jesus. 8 For* you° are saved by the grace through the faith, and this thing, the gift of God, is not from you;

Galatians 1:3 Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ, 4 Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father: 5 To whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

Galatians 4:3 (ISV) It was the same way with us. While we were children, we were slaves to the basic principles of the world. 4 But when the appropriate time had come, God sent his Son, born by a woman, born under the Law, 5 in order to redeem those who were under the Law, and thus to adopt them as his children. 6 Now because you are his children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts to cry out, "Abba! Father!" 7 So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if you are a child, then you are also an heir because of what God did. 

Having been set free from the bondage of this world system, it is the truth of God’s Word that will sustain and keep us from the clever traps that are set for us to try and enslaved us again.  Jesus gave us a powerful example of the ability of God’s Word to be able to sustain us as we see in Matthew’s gospel, chapter 4. Jesus had been fasting in the desert for forty days and then the devil came to tempt him; Matthew 4:1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. 2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred. 3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. 4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 

Jesus demonstrated that there was a reality to God’s Pure Word to be able to sustain life supernaturally.  Look at what Jesus said in the gospel of John this statement concerning sustenance; John 4:31(LITV) But in the meantime the disciples asked Him, saying, Rabbi, eat? 32 But He said to them, I have food to eat which you do not know. 33 Then the disciples said to one another, No one brought Him food to eat? 34 Jesus said to them, My food is that I should do the will of Him who sent Me, and that I may finish His work. 

Was Jesus alluding to the fact that He was sustained by God’s Word? These are deep thoughts to ponder.

Another aspect of God’s truth is protection. Remember, the things that Jesus spoke were the words taught by His Father as we have seen previously.  Also remember Jesus prayer; John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. Jesus was asking His Father to set them apart and consecrate them through His Word.  

As we research the scriptures, we must take to heart the things that had been written in the Old Testament and the things that Jesus spoke, for they are the Word of God.  

Luke 10:17 And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy name. 18 And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. 19 Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 

Psalms 91:13 Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet. 14 Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, because he hath known my name. 15 He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him. 16 With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation.

Hebrews 13:5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 6 So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me. 

Psalms 56:1 To the chief Musician upon Jonathelemrechokim, Michtam of David, when the Philistines took him in Gath. Be merciful unto me, O God: for man would swallow me up; he fighting daily oppresseth me. 2 Mine enemies would daily swallow me up: for they be many that fight against me, O thou most High. 3 What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee. 4 In God I will praise his word, in God I have put my trust; I will not fear what flesh can do unto me. 

The Word of God; God’s truth has cleansing properties that help us from becoming corrupted or stained by the world’s system.  Let us examine these passages of scripture; Psalms 119:9 BETH. Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word. 10 With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments. 11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. 

Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 

John 15:1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 

1Peter 1:22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: 23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 24 For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: 
25 But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you. 

The activity of God’s Word in our lives is ongoing, it is not just a one-time thing.  Jesus told us in John 15:4 that we were to “abide in Him”.  Here is the definition of the word “Abide” from the Greek Lexicon; μένω,v  \{men'-o}
1) to remain, abide  1a) in reference to place  1a1) to sojourn, tarry  1a2) not to depart  1a2a) to continue to be present  1a2b) to be held, kept, continually  1b) in reference to time  1b1) to continue to be, not to perish, to last, endure  1b1a) of persons, to survive, live  1c) in reference to state or condition  1c1) to remain as one, not to become another or different  2) to wait for, await one.

We as Christ followers are to abide or live this Pure word, it should affect all that we do and say.  Look at the how Jehovah God described to abide in His word; Deuteronomy 11:18 (MKJV) Therefore you shall lay up these my words in your hearts and in your souls, and bind them for a sign upon your hand, so that they may be as frontlets between your eyes. 19 And you shall teach them to your sons, speaking of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. 20 And you shall write them upon the door posts of your house, and upon your gates, 21 so that your days and the days of your sons may be multiplied in the land which Jehovah swore to give to your fathers, like the days of the heavens upon the earth. 

The apostle Paul put the thought of abiding in Jesus Christ and His Pure Word this way; Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 

We must always understand that God’s Word is alive and eternal.  It has the ability to go beyond the spiritual realm and affect our lives and the the natural realm in which we live.  Here is a great scripture that demonstrates this thought; Isaiah 55:11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. 

When God sends His Pure Word, it will have some kind of affect on the place to which it was sent.  Our Father in heaven also says that it will not return void or empty but it will succeed in performing the task for which it was sent.  Now we can better understand what Jesus was saying when He said this in John chapter 15; John 15:7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. 10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. 

God’s Pure Word is continually working to produce an outcome in the lives of all who will trust in it.  Observe this passage of scripture; Deuteronomy 6:1 Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and the judgments, which the LORD your God commanded to teach you, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go to possess it: 2 That thou mightest fear the LORD thy God, to keep all his statutes and his commandments, which I command thee, thou, and thy son, and thy son's son, all the days of thy life; and that thy days may be prolonged. 3 Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it; that it may be well with thee, and that ye may increase mightily, as the LORD God of thy fathers hath promised thee, in the land that floweth with milk and honey.   

Remember this; God’s blessing will come to us as we walk and live in His Pure Word, it will have an affect on all that we are.  Jesus said this; John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.  

1Thessalonians 2:13 For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe. 

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

All of this has been said to set a standard of God’s Pure Word for us to understand and live by.  Without compromise we must adhere to the living Word.  There are many deceptions in the world around us today, and the fact never changes that the devil is the god of this world and is controlling the thoughts of the world through what the scriptures call the wisdom of the earth; James 3:13 Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom. 14 But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth. 15 This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. 16 For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work. 

 We are admonished in God’s word to not give into these deceptions.  This is something that I teach over and over; the issues that you face will never be against what you see.  It will always be against what you don’t see.  The devil would try and have you look at a face when there are dealing with issues, but that is never the cause of our problems as the scriptures tell us in Ephesians; Ephesians 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 

Ephesians 4:26 Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath: 27 Neither give place to the devil.   

John’s gospel tells us; John 1:4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men.  

Jesus said this; John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.  

This is where we belong, in Him, in His truth, for He is truth.  




Unity

Psalms 133:1 A Song of degrees of David. Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! 2 It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; 3 As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore. 

Here are the definitions of the word “Unity” as found in the Strong’s Bible Concordance;
Unity
H3162
יַחַד
yachad
yakh'-ad
From H3161; properly a unit, that is, (adverbially) unitedly: - alike, at all (once), both, likewise, only, (al-) together, withal.

H3161
יָחַד
yâchad
yaw-khad'
A primitive root; to be (or become) one: - join, unite.


Unity under the New Testament

A community of believers being of the same mind working for a common goal is unity. That is where God’s blessings are, as we see in the passage of scripture above.  As New Testament Christians we are called to a different type of unity, for it is because of what Jesus Christ has done for us that we are brought into fellowship with our Father in heaven; Ephesians 2:12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: 13  But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 

According to the New Testament scriptures, we are brought into the body of Jesus Christ as we read in the letter written by the apostle Paul to the church at Corinth; 1Corinthians 12:12 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 14 For the body is not one member, but many. 

The apostle Paul also wrote this letter to the church at Ephesus; Ephesians 4:1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift. 
Again, we will use the Strong’s Bible concordance to define the New Testament word for “Unity”.
Unity
G1775
ἑνότης
henotēs
hen-ot'-ace
From G1520; oneness, that is, (figuratively) unanimity: - unity.

G1520
εἷς
heis
hice
(Including the neuter [etc.] ἕν hen); a primary numeral; one: - a (-n, -ny, certain), + abundantly, man, one (another), only, other, some.

As you can see, the definitions from the Old Testament and New Testament are very similar, and that is the message to us, that we are part of something that is bigger than just us alone.
We are in Christ body, and called to be unified in mind and spirit to live for Him.  We see this explained in the following passages of scripture;

Romans 14:7 (ESV) For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 
8 For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. 

2Corinthians 5:14 (ESV) For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. 

1Peter 4:1 (ESV) Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking, for whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 
2 so as to live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for human passions but for the will of God. 

We must understand that there is purpose in everything that our Father in heaven does, each of us who have been born-again and brought into the body of Jesus Christ, has a specific purpose, just as each part of a human body has a specific purpose. Take a look at yourself and think for a moment how each member of your body operates for the common good.  Your hands, your fingers, your eyes and ears all working to accomplish your will.  In the same manner the body of Christ is made as we see in the following passage of scripture; 1Corinthians 12:20 (ESV) As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and on those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24 which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25 that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. 27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 


So, what is the purpose of it all?  We all have a purpose in this life, a part that you only can fulfill because there is only one of you, and it is only brought to light as we are in the light of Jesus Christ as we see in Matthew chapter 5; Matthew 5:14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 

 Also, in1 Peter; 1Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 

Our purpose is to reflect the light of Jesus Christ to a dark and lost world.  Our purpose is to manifest the love of Jesus Christ to those who are suffering under the bondage of the enemy of our souls.  But this will only be accomplished if it is done the way our Father in heaven designed it.  That is through the strength of unity in Christ.  

Jesus understood this as we see in His beautiful prayer in John’s gospel chapter 17;

John 17:18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth. 20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; 21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: 23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 

In verses 21 – 23 we see the true desire of Jesus heart through these words as he prayed;
Oneness
1) That we as believers will mirror the unity of Jesus and His Father.
2) That we as believers would be one in Jesus and in the Father.
3) That the world will know that God indeed did send Jesus Christ to bring perfect love. 

Do you see the example of the trinity here?  When this picture is a reality among us, it will produce a powerful result among all believers.  There is an interesting scripture that comes to mind in Ecclesiastes; Ecclesiastes 4:9 Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour. 10 For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath not another to help him up. 11 Again, if two lie together, then they have heat: but how can one be warm alone? 12 And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken.  

When we are speaking of unity/oneness we must recognize that the focal point for believers must be “us in them, meaning us being in unity with Jesus Christ and Jehovah God, and being in agreement with His Pure Word.  Not Him being in agreement with us. 
Too many times man in his pride believes that God must accept him on his terms or, as we have heard it “just as we are”.  What they really mean is, God must be willing to let them be who they want to be regardless of what that looks like because “God is Love”.  But God has already given us guidelines in His Pure Word, and it will not be changed.  It must be “us in Him” or there is no unity or oneness.   Here it is again; 21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 

Here are more scripture references to show this thought of “us in Him”.
Romans 13:14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. 

Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 

Ephesians 4:22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 
24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 

Colossians 3:9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: 

The realm of God’s kingdom is not in chaos, nor is it a free for all where everyone does what they please, without any boundaries or rules.  But the kingdom of God is orderly with no confusion but full of peace, unity and truth.  Romans 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

The title of this teaching is “Is Diversity Biblical?” So, before we go on let’s examine what diversity means.  

This definition of diversity is found on Dictionary.com; 
diversity[ dih-vur-si-tee, dahy- ]
noun, plural di·ver·si·ties.
the state or fact of being diverse; difference; unlikeness: diversity of opinion.
variety; multiformity. the inclusion of individuals representing more than one national origin, color, religion, socioeconomic stratum, sexual orientation, etc.:

diversity in the workplace.

a point of difference. 

The following is from the “Greater Good Science Center” website magazine;

For the Greater Good Science Center, “diversity” refers to both an obvious fact of human life—namely, that there are many different kinds of people—and the idea that this diversity drives cultural, economic, and social vitality and innovation. Indeed, decades of research suggest that intolerance hurts our well-being—and that individuals thrive when they are able to tolerate and embrace the diversity of the world.

In North America, the word “diversity” is strongly associated with racial diversity. However, that is just one dimension of the human reality. We also differ in gender, language, manners and culture, social roles, sexual orientation, education, skills, income, and countless other domains. In recent years, some advocates have even argued for recognition of “neurodiversity,” which refers to the range of differences in brain function.

Research shows that differences do make it harder for people to connect and empathize with each other. Navigating differences can be tough, whether in the classroom, the workplace, or our personal relationships—and yet people all over the world do it every day. It’s a prosocial skill, like empathy or forgiveness, that can be developed over a lifetime with intentionality, knowledge, and practice. In diverse societies, cultivating our ability to forge relationships across differences can actually increase our well-being.

After reading this we must make some observations, and ask some questions.

- Do you see unity/oneness mentioned?
- What standard is there in this philosophy?
- What is the goal of this belief?
In the end of the opening paragraph you will the words “embrace the diversity of the world”.  Right away we should understand that this is not talking embracing the things of God.  Remember Jesus said that we are not of this world or system.  What they are saying is that in this system everyone is accepted just the way that they are and their differences will be celebrated regardless of their lifestyles.  The result is that there are no standard that they live by, and everyone does as they please.   

The world demands to be accepted by the Christian community just as they are and there is so much pressure on the church to take on the “embrace the diversity of the world” philosophy that many of our churches are falling prey to this lethal current of the evil one that is covering our land.  I am reminded of the warning that the apostle Paul gave to the church at Colosse; 
Colossians 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.      


The truth is; God does accept us the way we are, but He loves us so much that He will not leave us that way.  God has given His Pure Word an invitation to all of us in the book of Isaiah; 
Isaiah 1:18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land:20 But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. 

Isaiah 55:1-4 The Voice (VOICE) 1 Eternal One: If you are thirsty, come here; come, there’s water for all. Whoever is poor and penniless can still come and buy the food I sell. There’s no cost—here, have some food, hearty and delicious, and beverages, pure and good. 2 I don’t understand why you spend your money for things that don’t nourish
or work so hard for what leaves you empty. Attend to Me and eat what is good; enjoy the richest, most delectable of things. 3 Listen closely, and come even closer. My words will give life, for I will make a covenant with you that cannot be broken, a promise

Remember, it was the way that we were that caused the necessity for Jesus Christ to be the final sacrifice for all of our sins.  This was revealed by John the Baptist when he saw Jesus and said; John 1:29 The next day John sees Jesus coming to him and says, Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!  No one will ever be good enough on their own to merit salvation, as the Pure Word of God says; Psalms 14:1 To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good. 2 The LORD looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God. 3 They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 

The following scripture reveals the best that a person can produce on their own; Isaiah 64:6 But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. 

To answer the question, “is diversity Biblical” the answer is definitely NO!  Actually, the program that God has put in place is quite the opposite that the program of the world; are you surprised.

In the system of the world there is no order and chaos abounds on every corner of the earth.  Everyone is a law unto their own selves, but this is the order of the enemy.  When people abandon the life - giving laws of our Father in heaven, the only thing left to happen is utter chaos.  We see this described in Romans chapter one; This will be true of any and all generations of people that move away from God’s perfect Word; Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from Heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because the thing which may be known of God is clearly revealed within them, for God revealed it to them. 20 For the unseen things of Him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being realized by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, for them to be without excuse. 
21 Because, knowing God, they did not glorify Him as God, neither were thankful. But they became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 
22 Professing to be wise, they became fools 23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man, and birds, and four-footed animals, and creeping things. 24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their own bodies between themselves. 
25 For they changed the truth of God into a lie, and they worshiped and served the created thing more than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.  26 For this cause, God gave them up to dishonorable affections. For even their women changed the natural use into that which is against nature. 27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust toward one another; males with males working out shamefulness, and receiving in themselves the recompense which was fitting for their error. 28 And even as they did not think fit to have God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do the things not right, 29 being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; being full of envy, murder, quarrels, deceit, evil habits, becoming whisperers, 30 backbiters, haters of God, insolent, proud, braggarts, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 
31 undiscerning, perfidious, without natural affection, unforgiving, unmerciful; 32 who, knowing the righteous order of God, that those practicing such things are worthy of death, not only do them, but have pleasure in those practicing them. 

This speaks very strongly to our society today.  As we look at the conditions of the lost souls around us, this picture has become very real.  

While the worlds system promotes the self-will and spiritual death, God’s system promotes unity and life through the Living Word of God.  From the Old Testament to the New Testament, God has been looking to bring a people to Himself to reveal His spiritual life -giving blessings through.  The following scriptures reveal God’s plan for those who would embrace His covenant.

Exodus 19:5 And now if you will obey My voice indeed, and keep My covenant, then you shall be a peculiar treasure H5459 to Me above all the nations; for all the earth is Mine. 

Here is the same scripture in different translations.  These translations will give a clear meaning to the King James version written above.

Exodus 19:5 1599 Geneva Bible (GNV) 5 Now therefore if ye will hear my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be my chief treasure above all people, though all the earth be mine.

Exodus 19:5 (LEB) 5 And now if you will carefully listen to my voice and keep my covenant, you will be a treasured possession for me out of all the peoples, for all the earth is mine,

Exodus 19:5 (NET Bible) 5 And now, if you will diligently listen to me and keep my covenant, then you will be my special possession out of all the nations, for all the earth is mine,

Exodus 19:5 (UKLV)Now therefore, if all of you will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then all of you shall be an exclusive treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: 


The following is the Hebrew definition of the words taken from the King James version of “Peculiar Treasure”;

H5459
סְגֻלָּה
segûllâh
seg-ool-law'
Feminine passive participle of an unused root meaning to shut up; wealth (as closely shut up): - jewel, peculiar (treasure), proper good, special.

As you can see, using different translations of the same scripture, we get a clear picture of an exclusive calling that is based on obeying God’s.  But there’s more to be unveiled.  Let us now look at the New Testament.

Titus 2:14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar G4041 people, zealous of good works. 

Titus 2:14 (ISV)He gave himself for us to set us free from every wrong and to cleanse us so that we could be his special people who are enthusiastic about doing good deeds.  

Titus 2:14 (UKJV)Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself an exclusive people, zealous of good works. 


The following is the Greek definition of the word “peculiar” used in the King James version.

G4041
περιούσιος
periousios
per-ee-oo'-see-os
From the present participle feminine of a compound of G4012 and G1510; being beyond usual, that is, special (one’s own): - peculiar.  Used only 1 time

As you can see, using different translations of the same scripture, we get a clear picture of an exclusive calling that is based on receiving Jesus Christ and following His teachings.  

Here is another scripture giving us more insight into God’s perspective of calling us as Christians a “Peculiar People”.

1Peter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar G4047people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 

1Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of the One who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. 

1 Peter 2:9 (NET Bible) 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of his own, so that you may proclaim the virtues[a] of the one who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

The following is the Greek different definition of the word “peculiar” used in the King James version.

G4047
περιποίησις
peripoiēsis
per-ee-poy'-ay-sis
From G4046; acquisition (the act or the thing); by extension preservation: - obtain (-ing), peculiar, purchased, possession, saving.

The thought of this scripture and definition is; God has purchased us by the blood of Jesus Christ, for Himself for a specific purpose, but it is all done through Jesus Christ.  Observe the following scriptures; Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 
4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,  

Colossians 1:12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: 14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: 15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 

Being conformed into Christ’s image

Here we see the beginning of the process of change in our lives.  We also read 2 Corinthians more of being made a new species, see here: 2Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; 

In this passage of scripture, we see the words “New Creature”.  We all are familiar with the word “New”, but observe the definition of the word “Creature”, this is taken from the Greek Lexicon of the New Testament; 
κτίσις,n  \{ktis'-is}. 
1) the act of founding, establishing, building etc  1a) the act of creating, creation  1b) creation i.e. thing created  1b1) of individual things, beings, a creature, a creation  1b1a) anything created  1b1b) after a rabbinical usage (by which a man converted  from idolatry to Judaism was called)  1b1c) the sum or aggregate of things created  1c) institution, ordinance

Here is another word that needs to be looked at.  That would be the word “Passed away” as this is a critical statement that old things are “passed away”.  Here is the definition as defined in the Greek Lexicon of the New Testament; 
παρέρχομαι,v  \{par-er'-khom-ahee}
1) to go past, pass by 1a) of persons moving forward1a1) to pass by 1b) of time 1b1) an act continuing for a time 1c) metaph.  1c1) to pass away, perish c2) to pass by (pass over), that is, to neglect, omit, (transgress) 1c3) to be led by, to be carried past, be averted 2) to come near, come forward, arrive

This passage of scripture is describing the event of the New birth of being Born -again that Jesus talked about in John’s gospel; John 3:1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. 3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 

With the understanding that we have been purchased by our Father in heaven for a specific purpose. John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.  

Here is the time where we shall discover how God’s purpose will come about in our lives.  Here we shall learn that our life is not about self and selfish desires, but about being selfless and allowing the Spirit of God to enter in and bring about God’s true purpose for each one of us being upon this earth.  This is known as discovering God’s will for your life.

As we have seen, there is a difference between the systems of this world and God’s system, here’s how you fit into God’s system; Romans 12:1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed G4964 to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  

G4964
συσχηματίζω
suschēmatizō
soos-khay-mat-id'-zo
From G4862 and a derivative of G4976; to fashion alike, that is, conform to the same pattern (figuratively): - conform to, fashion self according to.

The first word “conform” tells us that we are not to purposely pattern our lives after the ways of the world, but instead, we are to be “transformed” by having our minds renewed.  Here is the definition of the word “transformed”.  This will be eye opening.

G3339
μεταμορφόω
metamorphoō
met-am-or-fo'-o
From G3326 and G3445; to transform (literally or figuratively “metamorphose”): - change, transfigure, transform.

This word transform is likened to the process that a caterpillar goes through when it becomes o butterfly.  The butterfly is a different species of insect that it was before.  This transformation comes as we renew our minds after the patterns of our Lord Jesus Christ. See here;

Ephesians 4:22 (MKLV) For you ought to put off the old man (according to your way of living before) who is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind. 24 And you should put on the new man, who according to God was created in righteousness and true holiness.  

Colossians 3:5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness (which is idolatry), 6 on account of which things' sake the wrath of God is coming on the sons of disobedience, 7 among whom you also once walked, when you lived in these. 8 But now also put off all these things: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, shameful speech out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, having put off the old man with his deeds 10 and having put on the new, having been renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him,  

The scriptures above tell us about putting off the old man which is our old nature that we have been set free of and putting on the new through Jesus Christ.  There is another word that we must define, it is the word “Conform”.  There is another definition that we’ll look at.  Here is the scripture reference; Romans 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformedG4832 to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

Here is the Greek definition definition taken from the Strong’s Concordance of the Bible and also the Greek Lexicon. Strong’s; G4832 συμμορφός, summorphos, soom-mor-fos'
From G4862 and G3444; jointly formed, that is, (figuratively) similar: - conformed to, fashioned like unto.

Greek Lexicon
1) having the same form as another, similar, conformed to  


The biggest deception that the devil has blinded the world about Christianity is the issue of being conformed to the image of Christ.  The world believes that serving God is all about not things that are fun.  They feel that they have to give up too many things that they like.   What they don’t understand is that Jesus came to give fulfillment and an abundant life that is filled with peace and joy. Look at what Jesus said in the following scripture; John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.  People all over the world are looking for fulfillment and satisfaction in their lives, but they are caught in the current of the world, we must let it be known that Jesus Christ is the only way to receive that which they are looking for.  

I would like to draw your attention to the last word that Jesus spoke in the verse above.  I would also like to show you the Greek definition of what Jesus was saying, you will be very surprised;
Taken from the Greek Lexicon of the Bible. Abundantly; περισσός,a  \{per-is-sos'}
1) exceeding some number or measure or rank or need  1a) over and above, more than is necessary, superadded  1a1) exceeding abundantly, supremely  1a2) something further, more, much more than all, more plainly  1b) superior, extraordinary, surpassing, uncommon  1b1) pre-eminence, superiority, advantage, more eminent,  more remarkable, more excellent.

The apostle Paul understood this and prayed that we would be able to perceive what our Father in heaven had in store for us.  Look at these scriptures; Ephesians 1:15 Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints, 16 Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers; 17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, 

Colossians 1:9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 1  That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness; 12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 

It is true that people are looking for purpose in life, the problem and they try to fill that void through many paths.  People will try seeking after money to fulfill them, some will try fame, luxury, and freedom.  Unfortunately, these only lead to disappointment, perhaps that is why the suicide rate is so high.  That freedom that they are looking for will only come through Jesus Christ as we seen in the scriptures above.   

If you will notice what I underlined above, you will see the main key to coming to this fulfillment is “the knowledge of HIM” (Jesus Christ) that is revealed.  Here is another passage of scripture that speaks to this as well; 2Peter 1:3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 

In the world self is celebrated, in the true nature of Christianity Jesus Christ is celebrated.  In the system of the world, (which is under the control of satan) your own will is what life is all about. This is the devil’s message.  The following is taken from the following website; https://diversity.appstate.edu/celebration/why/

The Diversity Celebration supports and enhances Appalachian State University's mission of "accepting the responsibility to be actively involved in addressing the educational, economic, cultural, and societal needs of the changing region, state, nation, and world," by providing a venue where diverse perspectives, cultures and values are accepted, appreciated and celebrated.

Diversity is a whole that is greater than the sum of its parts, which include race, ethnic origin and color, religion and creed, sexual orientation, age and ability, to name but a few. As ever evolving creatures in an ever changing world, the innumerable aspects of our humanity - all our ways of being, knowing and moving through the world - are contained in this one concept.

There is a serious problem with the belief in diversity. Because as we see above their world is ever evolving and changing, one can never know where they stand.  Things may believed one way for a time and then at a later time, things will changed and believed another way.  Sounds like a very confusing way of life.   This is not a stable environment to produce peace.

In the kingdom of God, we can be sure that God will never change, therefore we can have great security and peace in what He has said in His Pure Word; Numbers 23:19 (ISV) God is not a human male—he doesn't lie, nor is he a human being—he never vacillates. Once he speaks up, He's going to act, isn't he? Once he makes a promise, He'll fulfill it, won't he?

James 1:17(MLV) Every good act of giving, and every complete gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no change, nor a shadow of turning. 18 Having willed it, he gave-birth to us with the word of truth, *that* we might be a certain first-fruit of his created things. 

In the kingdom of God, life is about denying yourself and following Jesus Christ, following Jesus is following His Words. 

Matthew 16:24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.

Mark 8:34 And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.

Luke 9:23 And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.

Matthew 10:38 And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.

Luke 14:27 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.



As a final thought Jesus taught that in losing your life for His sake you find life, but if you try to make your own way, by your own strength, you will lose it; 
Mark 8: 34 (NLT) Then, calling the crowd to join his disciples, he said, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take up your cross, and follow me. 35 If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake and for the sake of the Good News, you will save it. 36 And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? 37 Is anything worth more than your soul?

To keep from being drawn into the ways of the world, let us heed the following instructions;

Romans 13:14 (MLV)But clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not practice forethought for the lusts of the flesh.

2Corinthians 3:15 (MLV) But until this day, when Moses is read, a veil is laying upon their heart. 16 But whenever one has turned to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 But we all, with our face having been unveiled, seeing the reflection of the glory of the Lord for ourselves, are being transfigured into the same image from glory into glory, just-as from the Lord, the Spirit.

Ephesians 4:22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 
24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 25 Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another. 

Colossians 3:5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: 6 For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: 7 In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. :8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. 9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: 

Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 11 Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: 13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 

1Peter 1:13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: 15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 
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God Bless you!
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