Foreword
Bringing Christ based Protocol Back to the Church

In light of all that has been happening in the church of Jesus Christ today, the attacks on the pure Word of God and cultural pressures have caused many churches to change their long-standing doctrines when it comes to acceptance into the body of Christ. Many believers become perplexed when there is no standard to use when confronting these challenging confrontations. With limited Bible knowledge and only a handed down version of biblical expectation, opposed to the accurate truth revealed through biblical study, the church is left helpless with the onslaught of high thinking non-believers that want to change the sacred tenants of our faith to a secular all-inclusive organization.

We must accept the fact that there is an agenda being played out to destroy the once sacred and morally conservative expression of the church of Jesus Christ to a secular form of Christianity that is far from the way God has intended it.  We would be very foolish if we believe that the church is just evolving because of the times in which we now live.   I am reminded of the parable Jesus taught in Mark chapter 4 of the sower and the seed, in verse 7 we read; Mark 4:7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked it, and it yielded no fruit.  In verses 18 and 19 we see the explanation by Jesus as we read; Mark 4:18 And these are those who are sown among the thorns; these are those who hear the word, 19 and the anxieties of this world, and the deception of riches, and the lusts concerning all the rest of the worldly things go-onward into their hearts, are choking the word, and it becomes unfruitful.   

It seems that Jesus well understood what would come upon those who would receive the pure Word of God if they were not well grounded in the pure Word of God. Jesus described what would happen to them, and we see this today; the pure Word of God has become “unfruitful” while the philosophies of this world are beginning to manage the doctrines of the church.

This manuscript has been developed to aid the church in this day and time to bring back biblical standards to the body of Christ, and to bring to light those principles that God had established in His pure Word, to show how new believers are to be discipled and prepared for service in the body of Christ. Many hours of study and research has been put into making this into a tool that every believer can use to show the biblical standards that God has placed in the bible from the Old Testament to the New Testament. We are also shown how God has revealed His character and nature that does not change. In the Old Testament, we see what God required for those who were not natural born Hebrews and who desired to be a part of the Hebrew community.  Likewise, we see in the New Testament what God requires of those who heed the call to come to Christ to have their sins forgiven and obtain eternal life.    

This manuscript does not target any group or type of people, the Word of God says in Romans 3:23 that all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God; and also this thought is conveyed in Galatians 3:22 But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. 

Regardless of the past life of the one coming to Christ, there is only one way to Christ and only one way to obtain eternal life, that is by following the precepts established by our Lord and Master Jesus Christ.  We have His words spoken while here on this earth, and we have letters written by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, to guide the church in the ways of Jesus Christ who shed His blood and gave His life for us on the Cross.  To Him be Glory forever!

God Bless You!
Pastor Vince Inosencio
Our Challenging Confrontation
Why is the church in the condition that it is in?
  
I have been teaching lately how that the pure Word of God has been under attack. Sadly, it seems very few are able to withstand the attack and end up changing their doctrinal stances because of outside pressures. Many churches that have been in existence for hundreds of years have given in to these pressures.  Why the change?  What has changed?  This we know for sure, God’s pure Word has not changed.  Jesus said in Matthew 24:35 “Heaven and earth will pass away but His word will not pass away” 

Numbers 23:19 God is not as man to waver, nor as the son of man to be threatened; shall he say and not perform? shall he speak and not keep to his word? This is taken from the Septuagint.

We are warned in the book of 1and 2Timothy that these things would happen.  Here is what the apostle Paul wrote to Timothy; 1Timothy 4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; 3 Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth.  4 For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving: 5 For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer. 

2Timothy 4:2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;  4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 

Our challenging confrontation is about contending for the Pure Word of God, and maintaining pure doctrines as spoken in the book of Jude verse 3-4; Jude 1:3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. 4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

As we know the pure doctrines found in the Word of God have been under attack from the very beginning of the church of Jesus Christ, and there are many warnings to the church to beware of men who handle the Word of God with wrong motives as seen in Acts 20:29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. 

I would like to set a foundation for what I am about to say.  We must always maintain that God is consistent in all things and in all ways as we saw in Numbers 23:19 above. He does not waver. It does not matter who it is or what the situation is; God’s Word or commands will never change and those words are to be obeyed with no discussion.  In one of my favorite scriptures we see the value of God’s Word to where God holds it above His Name; Psalms 138:2 I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy lovingkindness and for thy truth: for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name. 
God bringing His people to Himself
His expectations after the Exodus

In the Old Testament, after the children of Israel came out of Egypt God established His covenant with them, declaring, He would be their God and that they would be His chosen people to represent Him on this earth; Deuteronomy 14:2 For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God, and the LORD hath chosen thee to be a peculiar people unto himself, above all the nations that are upon the earth.  It was God’s design that the children of Israel would be different than all of the nations on the earth because of the pure word that was given to them; Deuteronomy 4:5 Behold, I have taught you statutes and judgments, even as the LORD my God commanded me, that ye should do so in the land whither ye go to possess it. 6 Keep therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the nations, which shall hear all these statutes, and say, Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people. 7 For what nation is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as the LORD our God is in all things that we call upon him for? 8 And what nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so righteous as all this law, which I set before you this day? 9 Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons' sons; 

God’s words or instructions contained everything that concerned morals, religious ceremonies, judgments, all matters of civil right and wrong, there wasn’t anything left to figure out.  God’s desire for the people was that they would flourish and experience all of the goodness that God had to offer by following His instructions as stated in the following scriptures;

Deuteronomy  29:9  Keep therefore the words of this covenant, and do them, that ye may prosper in all that ye do. 

Deuteronomy 12:28 Observe and hear all these words which I command thee, that it may go well with thee, and with thy children after thee for ever, when thou doest that which is good and right in the sight of the LORD thy God. 

Leviticus 26:3 (LITV) If you walk in My statutes, and keep My commandments, and do them, 
4 then I will give you rains in their season, and the land shall give her produce, and the tree of the field shall give its fruit; 
5 and your threshing shall reach to the vintage, and the vintage shall reach to the sowing time; and you shall eat your bread to satisfaction, and live in your land securely. 
6 And I will give peace in the land, and you shall lie down, and none shall terrify you. And I shall cause evil beasts to cease out of the land, and the sword shall not pass over into your land. 
7 And you shall pursue your enemies, and they shall fall before you by the sword. 
8 And five of you shall pursue a hundred, and a hundred of you shall pursue a myriad; and your enemies shall fall before you by the sword. 
9 And I shall turn My face toward you and make you fruitful, and multiply you, and shall establish My covenant with you. 
10 And you shall eat very old store, and clear away the old store because of the new. 
11 And I will set My tabernacle in your midst, and My soul shall not loathe you; 
12 and I shall walk always in your midst, and shall be God to you, and you, you shall be people to Me;

Deuteronomy 4:40 Thou shalt keep therefore his statutes, and his commandments, which I command thee this day, that it may go well with thee, and with thy children after thee, and that thou mayest prolong thy days upon the earth, which the LORD thy God giveth thee, for ever. 

Joshua 1:7 Only be strong and very courageous to ensure that you obey all the instructions that my servant Moses gave you—turn neither to the right nor to the left from it—so that you may succeed wherever you go. 8 This set of instructions is not to cease being a part of your conversations. Meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to carry out everything that's written in it, for then you'll prosper and succeed. 
9 "I've commanded you, haven't I? Be strong and courageous. Don't be fearful or discouraged, because the LORD your God is with you wherever you go." 

Deuteronomy 7:12 Wherefore it shall come to pass, if ye hearken to these judgments, and keep, and do them, that the LORD thy God shall keep unto thee the covenant and the mercy which he sware unto thy fathers: 13 And he will love thee, and bless thee, and multiply thee: he will also bless the fruit of thy womb, and the fruit of thy land, thy corn, and thy wine, and thine oil, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep, in the land which he sware unto thy fathers to give thee. 14 Thou shalt be blessed above all people: there shall not be male or female barren among you, or among your cattle. 
15 And the LORD will take away from thee all sickness, and will put none of the evil diseases of Egypt, which thou knowest, upon thee; but will lay them upon all them that hate thee. 

There are many more scriptures that give this same message. God desired to bless His people, but they must be willing to follow His instructions as given to them, and as we have seen, His instructions are very clear with no need for special interpretation.  When we see the whole counsel of God, it becomes very clear what our Heavenly Father expects of His people.  What I mean by the “whole counsel of God” is, seeing what God has said throughout His Holy Word, not just relying on one reference of scripture to get a message, but getting many references, then we see a clear message that is consistent with God’s character, not a conflicting message which would be out of line with His character. This is clearly seen if we take the time to examine and study the scriptures as it says in 2Timothy 2:14 (ISV) Remind others about these things, and warn them before God not to argue over words. Arguing does not do any good but only destroys those who are listening. 15 Do your best to present yourself to God as an approved worker who has nothing to be ashamed of, handling the word of truth with precision.  

Those who refuse to submit to God’s ways are always looking for loopholes and ways that they can get around God’s word using their own reasoning to bring about their own desires.  Many times, they will use half-truths and human logic to make their own humanistic viewpoint appealing to those who are not dedicated to knowing and following God’s Pure Word. See here in 2Corinthians 2:17 For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ.  

2Corinthians 4:2 But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 

As we have learned, God is a true and just God and we must trust in His character and trust in His word, believing that what He says He will do, that is called faith. That is what God is ultimately looking for in His people.  As it says in Proverbs 3:1-6. Let us continue.
The Feast of Passover
The first ordinance established by God 

Remember, the feasts of the Lord were types and shadows of the coming Messiah, especially the Passover, if you remember before the great exodus out of Egypt, God performed one last sign, that was the death of the firstborn who were not covered by the blood of the lamb, When the destroyer came through, wherever the blood was seen over the doorway of the home the firstborn was spared. 

Now understand this; not everyone who took advantage of the bloods protection during this last plague was Hebrews. God’s instruction was not restricted to only one community of people as explained here; Exodus 12:12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD. 13 And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.   As you see, God was passing through the entire land, even the land of Goshen where the Hebrews lived, so even if a Hebrew did not have the blood on their doorpost, the firstborn of that family died, even in Egypt if God saw the blood on the doorpost, the firstborn would be spared.  When God gives His word it is settled. 

Now I want to bring your attention to the actual exodus as they went out of Egypt, notice here in Exodus 12:38; Exodus 12:38 And a mixed multitude went up also with them; and flocks, and herds, even very much cattle.  It says a mixed multitude went with them, this means that there were those who were not Hebrews with them also, some were slaves from other countries, persons in the lowest grades of society, partly natives and partly foreigners, bound close to them as companions in misery who desired to escape the rule of Egypt.  Egypt was a world superpower and had conquered many nations and then enslaved them, but the Hebrews were not a conquered people but were descendants of Joseph, Himself a Hebrew, who was next to Pharaoh in position, but through the years Joseph died as did that generation that first came to Egypt, after that pharaoh died another pharaoh took over and did not recognize Joseph, and thus enslaved the Hebrews. Read Exodus 1:1-14.


Taking part of God’s benefits
What God required to participate

God is always open to having anyone who desires to come to Him, but it always has to be on His terms as we will see.

Now if a stranger or a non-Hebrew decided that they would like to be involved with the community of Israel, they were to be embraced and received, but God gave specific instructions that they were to become as one of the Hebrews, especially if they desired to participate during feast times;  Exodus 12:48  And when a stranger shall sojourn with thee, and will keep the Passover to the LORD, let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come near and keep it; and he shall be as one that is born in the land: for no uncircumcised person shall eat thereof.  49 One law shall be to him that is homeborn, and unto the stranger that sojourneth among you. 

Leviticus 24:22  Ye shall have one manner of law, as well for the stranger, as for one of your own country: for I am the LORD your God. 
Deuteronomy 29:9 (ISV) Therefore, keep the terms of this covenant, carrying them out so that you'll be wise in everything you do." 10 "All of you are standing today in the presence of the LORD your God—the heads of your tribes, your elders, your magistrates, all the men of Israel, 11 along with your children, your wives, even the foreigner in your camp, including the woodchopper and the water drawer— 12 to enter into a covenant with the LORD your God and into the oath that he is about to make with you today, 13 so that he will elevate you to be a people for him. And he will be God to you, just as he promised you and swore to your ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

As long as the proselyte or convert followed the requirements of the commands of God, they were allowed to partake of the Jewish feasts and the benefits of the Jewish community.

So, the heathen or pagan stranger was allowed to be in the community of the children of Israel as long as they changed and abided by the requirements established by God. Here is an interesting note I found in some Jewish writings: Three things were required for the admission of a proselyte, circumcision, baptism, and the offering of sacrifice, Jewish references; (Ber. 47b; Yebham. 45b, 46a, 48b, 76a; 'Abhoth 57a, et al.) Remember everything in the Old Testament was an example of what was to come in the New Covenant, in fact, God also mentioned the coming of a new covenant, see here in Jeremiah 31:31 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: 32 Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: 33 But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. 

In the New Covenant, we see the same ordinances required in the Old Testament.  We must understand that we who are born again through Jesus Christ’s shed blood, have been grafted into the blessings of Israel as we see in Romans 11:13(ESV) Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry 14 in order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them. 15 For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead? 16 If the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, so is the lump, and if the root is holy, so are the branches. 17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, although a wild olive shoot, were grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing root of the olive tree,  

Let’s now look at their similarities.
- Circumcision of the Heart; Romans 2:28 (ISV) For a person is not a Jew because of his appearance, nor is circumcision something just external and physical. 29 No, a person is a Jew inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, brought about by the Spirit, not by a written law. That person's praise will come from God, not from people. 

Colossians 2:11 (ISV) In union with him you were also circumcised with a circumcision performed without human hands by stripping off the corrupt nature by the circumcision performed by the Messiah. 12 When you were buried with the Messiah in baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. 13 Even when you were dead because of your offenses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with him when he forgave us all of our offenses, 14 having erased the charges that were brought against us, along with their obligations that were hostile to us. He took those charges away when he nailed them to the cross.  
- Baptism depicting a spiritual work done in us: Mark 16:16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 

Colossians 2:12 (ISV) When you were buried with the Messiah in baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. 

1Corinthians 12:13  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 

- Spiritual Sacrifice:
Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 

1Peter 2:3 If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious. 4 To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, 5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

We will see that God loved Israel and redeemed them by His own power; Deuteronomy 7:7 The LORD did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people: 8 But because the LORD loved you, and because he would keep the oath which he had sworn unto your fathers, hath the LORD brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 

And we see how God went the next step further for the entire world: John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 

What is it that God truly required from the children of Israel? We can see the answer here; Deuteronomy 10:12 And now, Israel, what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, but to fear the LORD thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the LORD thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul, 13 To keep the commandments of the LORD, and his statutes, which I command thee this day for thy good? 14 Behold, the heaven and the heaven of heavens is the LORD'S thy God, the earth also, with all that therein is. 15 Only the LORD had a delight in thy fathers to love them, and he chose their seed after them, even you above all people, as it is this day. 16 Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no more stiffnecked. 


What happened to God’s people?
Israel’s failure

We know that the children of Israel became rebellious and did all of those things that God had commanded them not to do. Let’s examine those things that they were to keep themselves away from.  First; we see God’s stern commands as they were entering in to take possession of the Promised Land. 
Leviticus 18:3 After the doings of the land of Egypt, wherein ye dwelt, shall ye not do: and after the doings of the land of Canaan, whither I bring you, shall ye not do: neither shall ye walk in their ordinances.  4 Ye shall do my judgments, and keep mine ordinances, to walk therein: I am the LORD your God.  5 Ye shall therefore keep my statutes, and my judgments: which if a man do, he shall live in them: I am the LORD.

Exodus 23:23 For mine Angel shall go before thee, and bring thee in unto the Amorites, and the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites: and I will cut them off. 24 Thou shalt not bow down to their gods, nor serve them, nor do after their works: but thou shalt utterly overthrow them, and quite break down their images. 

Exodus 23:31 And I will set thy bounds from the Red sea even unto the sea of the Philistines, and from the desert unto the river: for I will deliver the inhabitants of the land into your hand; and thou shalt drive them out before thee. 32 Thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor with their gods. 33 They shall not dwell in thy land, lest they make thee sin against me: for if thou serve their gods, it will surely be a snare unto thee. 

Leviticus 18:24 Defile not ye yourselves in any of these things: for in all these the nations are defiled which I cast out before you: 25 And the land is defiled: therefore I do visit the iniquity thereof upon it, and the land itself vomiteth out her inhabitants. 26 Ye shall therefore keep my statutes and my judgments, and shall not commit any of these abominations; neither any of your own nation, nor any stranger that sojourneth among you: 27 (For all these abominations have the men of the land done, which were before you, and the land is defiled;) 28 That the land spue not you out also, when ye defile it, as it spued out the nations that were before you. 29 For whosoever shall commit any of these abominations, even the souls that commit them shall be cut off from among their people. 30 Therefore shall ye keep mine ordinance, that ye commit not any one of these abominable customs, which were committed before you, and that ye defile not yourselves therein: I am the LORD your God. 

Deuteronomy 7:2 And when the LORD thy God shall deliver them before thee; thou shalt smite them, and utterly destroy them; thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor shew mercy unto them: 3 Neither shalt thou make marriages with them; thy daughter thou shalt not give unto his son, nor his daughter shalt thou take unto thy son. 4 For they will turn away thy son from following me, that they may serve other gods: so will the anger of the LORD be kindled against you, and destroy thee suddenly. 5 But thus shall ye deal with them; ye shall destroy their altars, and break down their images, and cut down their groves, and burn their graven images with fire. 

Deuteronomy 12:28 Observe and hear all these words which I command thee, that it may go well with thee, and with thy children after thee for ever, when thou doest that which is good and right in the sight of the LORD thy God.  29 When the LORD thy God shall cut off the nations from before thee, whither thou goest to possess them, and thou succeedest them, and dwellest in their land; 30 Take heed to thyself that thou be not snared by following them, after that they be destroyed from before thee; and that thou enquire not after their gods, saying, How did these nations serve their gods? even so will I do likewise.  31 Thou shalt not do so unto the LORD thy God: for every abomination to the LORD, which he hateth, have they done unto their gods; for even their sons and their daughters they have burnt in the fire to their gods. 32 What thing soever I command you, observe to do it: thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish from it.

Deuteronomy 18:9 When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations of those nations. 

Based on what you just read, do you think God made His instructions clear?  And do you think anything was left out?  God is always specific in His instructions, they are for the benefit for all who will hear; Deuteronomy 12:28 Observe and hear all these words which I command thee, that it may go well with thee, and with thy children after thee for ever, when thou doest that which is good and right in the sight of the LORD thy God. 
What were these abominations that God so fervently hated? As we have seen, the children were forbidden to be involved with these activities.  Remember, when God gives the word on something, that word will never change because God never changes: Numbers 23:19 (ESV) God is not a human male—he doesn't lie, nor is he a human being—he never vacillates. Once he speaks up, He's going to act, isn't he? Once he makes a promise, He'll fulfill it won't he?   

Can you guess why God forbade His special called out children to take part in these activities?

- Incest 
- Beastiality
- Child sacrifice
- Homosexuality
- Idol worship
- Prostitution
- Witchcraft/ Sorcery
- Divination
- Adultery
- Fornication
- Murder
- Orgies

Based on these activities, you can see how diseases could be rampant throughout the communities of these heathen nations, sicknesses of great proportion affecting every man woman and child, to the point that even the animals would be affected by diseases.

Deuteronomy 20:13 (ISV) The LORD your God will deliver it into your control, and you must execute every male. 14 The women, children, all the livestock in the city, and all of the spoil and plunder will belong to you. Appropriate the spoil of your enemies, which the LORD your God will give you. 15 Do this to all the cities that are distant from you—that is, to those cities that are not in neighboring nations." 16 "You are not to leave even one person alive in the cities of these nations that the LORD your God is about to give you as an inheritance. 17 You must completely destroy the Hittites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, just as the LORD your God commanded you, 18 so they won't teach you to do all the detestable things that they do for their gods. If you do what they teach you, you will sin against the LORD your God." 

God was in reality, protecting the nation from being infected from the diseases that were predominant in the land, not only spiritually, but physically.  You can see why God was so adamant about Israel’s involvement, but as we know the children of Israel failed in following God’s instructions, but that did not change God’s Pure Word in any way.  We must always keep in mind that God has the future planned, knowing that the coming of Jesus Christ is the ultimate plan. Therefore, it is of utmost importance to preserve the seed of the woman and not allow it to be contaminated or destroyed.   
Psalms 89:34 My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips. 35 Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie unto David. 36 His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before me. 37 It shall be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven. Selah. 

Isaiah 40:8 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever. 

2Corinthians 3:7 Now if the ministry of death that was inscribed in letters of stone came with such glory that the people of Israel could not gaze on Moses' face (because the glory was fading away from it), 8 will not the Spirit's ministry have even more glory? 
9 For if the ministry of condemnation has glory, then the ministry of justification has an overwhelming glory. 10 In fact, that which once had glory lost its glory, because the other glory surpassed it. 11 For if that which fades away came through glory, how much more does that which is permanent have glory? 12 Therefore, since we have such a hope, we speak very boldly, 13  not like Moses, who kept covering his face with a veil to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of what was fading away. 14 However, their minds were hardened, for to this day the same veil is still there when they read the old covenant. Only in union with the Messiah is that veil removed. 15 Yet even to this day, when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. 16 But whenever a person turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Lord's Spirit is, there is freedom. 18 As all of us reflect the glory of the Lord with unveiled faces, we are becoming more like him with ever-increasing glory by the Lord's Spirit. 



God requires reform
God is always trying to reconcile with his people

Leviticus 26:23 And if ye will not be reformed by me by these things, but will walk contrary unto me; 24 Then will I also walk contrary unto you, and will punish you yet seven times for your sins. 

God understood the condition of the Hebrews as they came out of Egypt. He knew they had been under the spiritual influence of the Egyptian religion for four hundred years. Unfortunately, the Hebrew descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob who knew God did not know God and were more familiar with the gods of Egypt.  That is why the first place God led them was Mount Sinai, to give them the guidelines for living as children of God. The first thing God established  as seen in Exodus chapter 20, was dealing with the spiritual influence of the Egyptian religion: 
Exodus 20:1 And God spake all these words, saying, 
2 I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 
3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 
4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: 
5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; 

God did many wonderful things for the children of Israel, revealing His caring nature and supernatural power, all reserved for their benefit.  But God’s purpose in this was to prove His word true, and to test them to see whether they could keep His commands or not; Deuteronomy 8:2 "Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way these 40 years in the desert, to humble and test you in order to make known what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. 

But they could not, as we read in this narrative out of Isaiah:

Isaiah 1:2 (ISV) Listen, you heavens, and let the earth pay attention, because the LORD has spoken: "I reared children and brought them to adulthood, but then they rebelled against me. 
3 The ox knows its owner, and the donkey its master's feeding trough, but Israel doesn't know, and my people don't understand. 
4 "Oh, you sinful nation! You people burdened down by iniquity! You offspring of those who keep practicing what is evil! You children who corrupt whatever they do! "They've abandoned the LORD; they've despised the Holy One of Israel; in their estrangement, they've walked away from me. 
5 "Why will you still be struck down? Why will you continue to rebel? Your whole head is sick, and your whole heart is faint. 
6 From the sole of your foot to the top of your head, there's no soundness evident—only bruises, sores, and festering wounds that haven't been cleaned out, bandaged, or treated with oil." 
7 "Your country lies desolate; your cities have been incinerated. Before your very eyes, foreigners are devouring your land—they've brought devastation on it, while the land is overthrown by foreigners. 
8 "The daughter of Zion is left abandoned, like a booth in a vineyard, like a hut in a cucumber field, or like a city under siege. 
9 If the Lord of the Heavenly Armies hadn't left us a few survivors, we would be like Sodom; we would be like Gomorrah." 
10 "Listen to what the LORD says, you rulers of Sodom, and pay attention to the teaching of our God, you people of Gomorrah! 
11 "How do your voluminous sacrifices benefit me?" the LORD is asking. "I've had enough of burnt offerings of rams and the fat of well-fed beasts. I don't enjoy the blood of bulls, lambs, or goats. 
12 "When you come to present yourselves in my presence, who has required you to trample on my courts? 
13 Stop bringing useless offerings! Your incense is detestable to me, as are your New Moons, Sabbaths, and calling of convocations. I cannot stand iniquity within a solemn assembly. 
14 As for your New Moons and your appointed festivals, I abhor them. They've become a burden to me; I've grown weary of carrying that burden. 
15 When you spread out your hands in prayer, I'll hide my eyes from you. Even though you pray repeatedly, I won't listen. Your hands are full of blood, your fingers drenched with iniquity." 
16 "Wash yourselves, and make yourselves clean; remove your evil behavior from my presence; stop practicing what is evil. 
17 Learn to practice what is good; seek justice, alleviate oppression, defend orphans in court, and plead the widow's case. 
18 "Please come, and let's reason together," implores the LORD. "Even though your sins are like scarlet, they'll be white like snow. Though they're like crimson, they'll become like wool. 
19 If you're willing and obedient, you'll eat the best that the land produces; 
20 but if you refuse and rebel, you'll be devoured by the sword, because the LORD has spoken." 

And also in Jeremiah chapter 5: Jeremiah 5:1 Wander through the streets of Jerusalem. Look and investigate; search through her squares and see whether you find anyone—even one person there—doing justice and seeking truth. Then I'll forgive them. 
2 Although they say, 'As surely as the LORD lives,' still they are swearing falsely." 
3 LORD, don't your eyes look for truth? You struck them, but they didn't flinch. You brought them to an end, but they refused to receive discipline. They made their faces harder than stone, and they refused to repent. 
4 Then I said, "These are only the poor, they're foolish, for they don't know the LORD's way, the requirement of their God. 
5 Let me go to the leaders and speak to them. For they know the LORD's way, the requirement of their God." 
    
Remember God’s requirements for the stranger who would partake of the Passover feast? They failed at that also as we see in Ezekiel chapter 44: Ezekiel 44:5 And the LORD said unto me, Son of man, mark well, and behold with thine eyes, and hear with thine ears all that I say unto thee concerning all the ordinances of the house of the LORD, and all the laws thereof; and mark well the entering in of the house, with every going forth of the sanctuary. 6 And thou shalt say to the rebellious, even to the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; O ye house of Israel, let it suffice you of all your abominations, 7 In that ye have brought into my sanctuary strangers, uncircumcised in heart, and uncircumcised in flesh, to be in my sanctuary, to pollute it, even my house, when ye offer my bread, the fat and the blood, and they have broken my covenant because of all your abominations. 8 And ye have not kept the charge of mine holy things: but ye have set keepers of my charge in my sanctuary for yourselves. 9 Thus saith the Lord GOD; No stranger, uncircumcised in heart, nor uncircumcised in flesh, shall enter into my sanctuary, of any stranger that is among the children of Israel. 

These were written to set the guidelines of God’s requirements and to show that God has never wavered in His direct commands to the children of Israel, even to the point of letting them become overtaken and brought into bondage again by foreign nations, because of their disobedience to His Pure Word. Think of all of the blessedness that was in store for them, yet they would not be reformed in their hearts to serve the true living God. What a shame.

But this speaks to us today, and this is what I want to reveal to you.  In the book of 1 Corinthians chapter 10 and Romans chapter 15, the apostle Paul writes that all of the Old Testament writings were for our learning, that we might not make the same mistakes that the children of Israel made: 1Corinthians 10:1 Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; 2 And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 3 And did all eat the same spiritual meat; 4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ. 5 But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness. 6 Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted. 7 Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play. 8 Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in one day three and twenty thousand. 9 Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. 10 Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer. 
11 Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 

Romans (ISV) 15:4 For everything that was written long ago was written to instruct us, so that we might have hope through the endurance and encouragement that the Scriptures give us.  

God’s ways are still the same today because He cannot change as we saw earlier: Numbers 23:19 (SEPT) God is not as man to waver, nor as the son of man to be threatened; shall he say and not perform? shall he speak and not keep to his word?  Here are a few more verses of scripture to verify this statement: 1Samuel 15:29 (ISV) Moreover, the Glory of Israel does not lie or change his mind, for he's not a man that he should change his mind." 

2Timothy 2:11(ISV) This saying is trustworthy: In dying with the Messiah, true life we gain. 12 Enduring, we with him will reign. Who him denies, he will disclaim. 13 Our faith may fail, his never wanes—That's who he is, he cannot change! 

Titus 1:1 Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God's elect, and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness; 2 In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began; 3 But hath in due times manifested his word through preaching, which is committed unto me according to the commandment of God our Saviour; 

Hebrews 6:16(ESV) For people swear by something greater than themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is final for confirmation. 17 So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath, 18 so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us.

I could give more references, but I think the message is quite clear, God cannot lie nor go back on His Word or change His Word.

What does that mean for us today? First and foremost, it means we who have received the shed blood of Jesus Christ and trust in His death and resurrection will inherit eternal life if we follow His commands.  Now at this point, I must establish that Jesus Christ, according to John chapter 1 and verses 1-2 is the Word of God: John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 The same was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through Him, and without Him not even one thing came into being that has come into being.   

We also see in the book of Revelations description of Jesus as the Word of God: Revelation 19:11(LITV) And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. 12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself. 13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God. 

The following scriptures show that Jesus and His Word are one and the same. John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

Hebrews 11:3 (LITV)By faith we understand the ages to have been framed by the Word of God, so that the things seen should not come into being out of things that appear.

1John 5:6  This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth. 7 For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. 

1John 1:1 What existed from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we observed and touched with our own hands—this is the Word of life! 
2 This life was revealed to us, and we have seen it and testify about it. We declare to you this eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us. 3 What we have seen and heard we declare to you so that you, too, can have fellowship with us. Now this fellowship of ours is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus, the Messiah. 

My point in sharing this line of thinking is; if Jesus is the Word of God, then what we believe to be the Old Testament is the Word of God, and the New Testament is the Word of God.  If our entire bible is the Word of God, then the entire Bible is Jesus Christ revealed to humanity. Thus we can see how the New and Old Testaments are both spiritual and eternal as well.  Now we can understand what Jesus meant when He said in Matthew 24:35 “Heaven and earth will pass away but His word will not pass away” 

The apostle Paul also wrote in Romans chapter 7: Romans 7:14 For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. And Jesus also said of His own words that they were spiritual as we see in John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. When it comes to true spirituality, the Word of God is the foundation for spiritual truth: Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 13 Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do. 

Our final sections will be discovering God’s requirements for entrance into the eternal realm of Heaven as outlined in the New Testament. We already discussed what God required of the people in the Old Testament to inherit the promised land.  By the way, if you didn’t already know, of the first generation of adults that came out of Egypt, only two were allowed to enter the promised land, Joshua and Caleb. All of the others perished in the wilderness because of unbelief, so it was the new generations of people that brought the children of Israel into the abominations that God forbid by not following God’s Pure Word.  What a shame!



Change Isn’t changed Until It’s Changed
Being transformed by the Word of God

I said all of that to set a precedent that one cannot come into the Christian community unless they abide by the precepts established by Jesus Christ our Redeemer and Savoir who is the head of the Church.  


As we started this teaching, we have come to understand that in the Old Testament foreigners were not allowed to enter into the Jewish community unless they made changes to their lives. These changes are the ordinances set by God.  A foreigner could not be in community and live according to their old customs, that was forbidden. Leviticus 18:26 Ye shall therefore keep my statutes and my judgments, and shall not commit any of these abominations; neither any of your own nation, nor any stranger that sojourneth among you: 27 (For all these abominations have the men of the land done, which were before you, and the land is defiled;)  This was required because if they were allowed to be a part of the community without change, it would affect the people of God to where they would pick up the practices of the heathen customs and become an abomination in God’s sight.  As we know, this is what happened; they could not maintain God’s Word in their hearts and thus became reprobate. See here in Deuteronomy 32:15 (ISV) Jacob dined until satisfied; Jeshurun grew fat and kicked. He grew fat, coarse, and gross, so that he abandoned the God who made him and spurned the Rock that was his salvation. 
16 They provoked him to jealousy over foreigners and to anger over detestable things. 
17 They sacrificed to demons—not to the real God—gods whom they didn't know, new neighbors who had recently appeared, whom your ancestors never feared. 
18 You neglected the Rock that fathered you; you abandoned God, who was awaiting your birth. 
19 The LORD saw it and became jealous, provoked by his sons and daughters. 
20 So he said: "Let me hide my face from them. I will observe what their end will be, because they are a perverted generation, children within whom there is no loyalty. 
21 They provoked me to jealousy over non-gods, and to be angry over their vanity. Now I'll provoke them to jealousy over a non-people; and over a foolish nation I'll provoke them to anger. 
22 For a fire breaks out in my anger—burning to the deepest part of Sheol, consuming the earth and its produce and igniting the foundations of the mountains. 
23 I'll bury them in misfortunes and bring them to an end with my arrows. 
24 Emaciated from famine, feverish from plague, and destroyed by bitterness, I'll send fanged beasts against them, along with poisonous snakes that glide through the dust. 
25 Outside, the sword will cause bereavement; within, there will be terror for the young man and virgin alike, also for the nursing infant and the aged man." 
26 I said: "I will scatter them, erasing their memory from the human race, 
27 if it weren't for dreading the taunting of their enemies—otherwise, their adversary might misinterpret and say, 'Our power is great. It isn't the LORD who made all of this happen.'" 
28 They are a nation devoid of purpose and without insight. 
29 O, that they were wise to understand this and consider their future!   

Now, we as Christians, having been adopted as God’s children are in the same token required to follow the guidelines given by Jesus Christ in the form of His pure Word.  As we have discussed previously, as we have seen, there are expectations to all who come to be in the community of the family of God.  The following parable spoken by Jesus gives us a very clear picture of the change that is mandatory by God: Matthew 22:2 The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son,  
3 And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding: and they would not come. 
4 Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come unto the marriage. 
5 But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his farm, another to his merchandise: 
6 And the remnant took his servants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew them. 
7 But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. 
8 Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were not worthy. 
9 Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage. 
10 So those servants went out into the highways, and gathered together all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was furnished with guests. 
11 And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment: 
12 And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless. 
13 Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
14 For many are called, but few are chosen.   

To all students of the bible this parable speaks three great truths:

- Things that have already happened
- Things that are happening at the time of this parable
- Things that will come in the future

Things that have already happened 

Throughout the history of the Jewish nation, there have been prophets sent by God to invite the people to turn from their rebellion and come back to God.  We read this earlier in the parable Jesus gave in Matthew 22:2-5, and we see this in the following verses of scripture:

Isaiah 1:1 The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 
Isa 1:2  Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the LORD hath spoken, I have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me. 

Deuteronomy 9:22-24, Isaiah 63:9-10, Jeremiah 2:5-13,  

Isaiah 1:18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: 20 But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. 

Isaiah 2:1-5, Isaiah 55:1-2, Hosea 14:1-9

In Matthew 22:6 we see it mentions that they killed the messengers. This is a reference to the Jews having killed the prophets who spoke against their sins.  Jesus mentions this in Matthew 23:37: Matthew 23:37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! 

Nehemiah 9:24-26, 2Chronicles 24:20-21, Jeremiah 26:20-24 

Things that were happening at the time Jesus spoke this parable

In this verse, Jesus in proving the fact that those which He came for (the Jewish people) have resisted His message and turned from Him, even though He testified that He has come from the Father: John 8:39 They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of Abraham. 40 But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, which I have heard of God: this did not Abraham. 41 Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said they to him, We be not born of fornication; we have one Father, even God. 42 Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me. 43 Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my word. 44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 45 And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not. 46 Which of you convinceth me of sin? And if I say the truth, why do ye not believe me? 47 He that is of God heareth God's words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God.  

As you see, there was a tremendous separation between Jesus and the Jewish people; just as there was between God and the Jewish people.  We see this in this parable.  So, because of this rejection, the king called his servants to go out and bring in all who they could find.  You could say these people were deemed unworthy of the first invitation but were offered the same accommodations as those who were worthy of the first invitation.  Matthew 22: 8 Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were not worthy. 9 Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage. 10 So those servants went out into the highways, and gathered together all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was furnished with guests. 

Look at this passage in Isaiah: Isaiah 56:1 Thus saith the LORD, Keep ye judgment, and do justice: for my salvation is near to come, and my righteousness to be revealed. 2 Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the son of man that layeth hold on it; that keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth his hand from doing any evil. 3 Neither let the son of the stranger, that hath joined himself to the LORD, speak, saying, The LORD hath utterly separated me from his people: neither let the eunuch say, Behold, I am a dry tree. 
4 For thus saith the LORD unto the eunuchs that keep my sabbaths, and choose the things that please me, and take hold of my covenant; 5 Even unto them will I give in mine house and within my walls a place and a name better than of sons and of daughters: I will give them an everlasting name, that shall not be cut off. 6 Also the sons of the stranger, that join themselves to the LORD, to serve him, and to love the name of the LORD, to be his servants, every one that keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, and taketh hold of my covenant; 7 Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer: their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine altar; for mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all people. 8 The Lord GOD which gathereth the outcasts of Israel saith, Yet will I gather others to him, beside those that are gathered unto him.  

Bear in mind that Israel’s rebellion wasn’t an accident , but a willful act, and therefore they came under the judgment of their Father: Jeremiah 17:4 (ISV) You will let go of your inheritance which I gave you, and I'll make you serve your enemies in a land that you don't know. For with my anger you have started a fire that will burn forever. 5 This is what the LORD says: "Cursed is the person who trusts in mankind, who makes flesh his strength, and whose heart turns away from the LORD.  

From the time that they crucified Jesus Christ, salvation came to the nations of the world and all are invited to obtain salvation through the shed blood of Jesus Christ.  That call continues to go forth today.  


Things that will come in the Future

Matthew 22:11And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment: 12 And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless. 13 Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
14 For many are called, but few are chosen.   

It was customary in Eastern history for garments to be provided by royalty to all who came for festive events, in particular weddings.  The quality and number of royal garments owned by the family generally spoke of the wealth that was in the royal family.  As you can imagine the average person was not likely to have garments of royal quality in those days.  It was a way for all to be looked on in the same fashion; no one was seen to be poorly dressed. Thus everyone was nicely dressed.  Everyone looked like royalty.

Now bear in mind that the King had prepared this wedding feast for His Son.

It seems very evident that this parable is relating God is the King and Jesus Himself is the Son.  Jesus having been sent to earth to bridge the gap between man and God: John 3:16 "For this is how God loved the world: He gave his unique Son so that everyone who believes in him might not be lost but have eternal life. 17 Because God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him.  

So through Jesus Christ, God provided a way for humanity to obtain salvation or a place in heaven, provided we exchange our clothing for the clothing that God has provided. What is this clothing? We see in Isaiah the righteousness of men is like filthy garments: Isaiah 64:4 You meet him who rejoices in doing righteousness, who remembers You in Your ways. Behold, You were angry. When we keep sinning all the time, would we be saved? 5 For all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteousness is like a filthy garment, and all of us wither like a leaf, and our iniquities carry us away, like the wind.  

The following is the definition for the word “Righteousness” from the Old Testament

Righteousness H6664
צֶדֶק
tsedeq
tseh'-dek
From H6663; the right (natural, moral or legal); also (abstractly) equity or (figuratively) prosperity: -  X even, (X that which is altogether) just (-ice), ([un-]) right (-eous) (cause, -ly, -ness).


In Job we see it is impossible for something clean to come out of something unclean:
Job 14:4  Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one. 

We also see in Romans 3:23 that all have sinned and come short of the glory of God: Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

Also mentioned in Ecclesiastes 7:20  For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not. 

In the book of Zechariah we see an interesting scene in chapter 3 we shall begin: 
Zechariah 3:1 And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him. 
2 And the LORD said unto Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O Satan; even the LORD that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? 
3 Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel. 
4 And he answered and spake unto those that stood before him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment. 
5 And I said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So they set a fair mitre upon his head, and clothed him with garments. And the angel of the LORD stood by. 
6 And the angel of the LORD protested unto Joshua, saying, 
7 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also judge my house, and shalt also keep my courts, and I will give thee places to walk among these that stand by. 

From the research I have done, this is what I believe to be the meaning of this event
- Joshua represents Israel/ Jerusalem as we see in verse 2 
- satan was calling Joshua/ Israel to court, very similar to the event in Job; satan is the accuser
- Israel/ Jerusalem, of course, had sinned against God and was dressed in filthy garments
- God chooses to forgive the iniquities of Joshua/ Israel and changes his garments
- Joshua/ Israel has a fair miter placed on his head or a clean turban
- Verse 6 the angel of the Lord protested which means to admonish or assure
- This is what the Lord said “If you will live according to my ways, and if you will keep what I have entrusted to you, then you will also administer my Temple, and you will also guard my courtyards. And I will give you access to those who serve here. “

As you see, there was a condition placed upon Joshua/ Israel for obtaining the blessing of being in the position God described, which was to walk according to His ways.  From the very beginning, there were the same conditions placed upon Israel.  As we will see in the following scriptures, God doesn’t change nor does His Word change:
Deuteronomy 28:1 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: 

Deuteronomy 15:5 Only if thou carefully hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe to do all these commandments which I command thee this day. 6 For the LORD thy God blesseth thee, as he promised thee: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, but thou shalt not borrow; and thou shalt reign over many nations, but they shall not reign over thee. 

Other reference scriptures: Deuteronomy 11:13, 11:22, 30:10, Leviticus 26:3-14.
It should be noted  the book of Zechariah was written in the year 510 BC and the book of Deuteronomy was written about 1,406 BC, 896 years before Zechariah.  In that time God’s Word always remained consistent.

What does the garment mean? In this parable, we know it was a tradition for the king to provide royal garments to wedding attendees and we know  the wearing of the provided garments was not a prerequisite for entrance, else the man without the garment would not have been given entrance into the feast chamber.  But there was an expectation by the king that those invited to the feast chamber by wearing the royal garments provided for them. To not be wearing these royal garments was an insult to the king. After all, they did not deserve to be at the wedding feast, but it was an act of grace.  So being qualified to stay at the feast meant there needed to be a change, old clothes for the provided new clothes.  

In the Old Testament we see references to garments and their meaning;
Zephaniah 1:7  Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord GOD: for the day of the LORD is at hand: for the LORD hath prepared a sacrifice, he hath bid his guests. 8 And it shall come to pass in the day of the LORD'S sacrifice, that I will punish the princes, and the king's children, and all such as are clothed with strange apparel. 

Job 29:14 (ISV) I put on righteousness like clothing; my just decisions were like a robe and a turban. 

Psalms 132:9 (ISV) May your priests be clothed with righteousness and may your godly ones shout for joy. 

Isaiah 52:1  Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city: for henceforth there shall no more come into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean. 

Isaiah 61:10 (ISV)"I will heartily rejoice in the LORD, my soul will delight in my God; for he has wrapped me in garments of salvation; he has arrayed me in a robe of righteousness, just like a bridegroom, like a priest with a garland, and like a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

We see in the Old Testament the idea of a garment or clothing has a spiritual significance, both good and evil.  In the case of Zephaniah, the apparel mentioned is believed to be clothing worn for idol worship which was appalling to God.  We also see clothing as righteousness, meaning doing what is right, but for that to happen, there must be an adjustment of the heart to stop doing wrong.  We must answer the question, what does it mean to do that which is wrong? Quite simply as we have seen, anything contrary to God’s Word or character is wrong.  If it is an action or the heart, whatever is in the heart will eventually be manifest in the outward actions.  That is why the phrase circumcise the heart is so important.  It means the cutting away of things of the old nature that are contrary to God and cut away those unnecessary things, things that would hinder our being consecrated to God totally to do His will. 

The most important aspect of circumcision, either physical or spiritual, is that a person must yield to the one doing the circumcision.  In the case of truly born again believers, this means being yielded to the Holy Spirit and allowing Him to do this work in you as this is His purpose. We see this truth in 2Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.  
Romans 2:29 But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God.

Philippians 3:3 For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.

Colossians 2:11  In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:
Here are Old Testament scriptures that give the same idea of spiritual circumcision:
Deuteronomy 10:16 (ISV)Therefore, circumcise your heart and stop being stubborn. 17 For the LORD your God is the God of all gods, the LORD of all lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who does not show favoritism or take bribes. 

Deuteronomy 30:5 And the LORD thy God will bring thee into the land which thy fathers possessed, and thou shalt possess it; and he will do thee good, and multiply thee above thy fathers. 6 And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live. 

Jeremiah 4:4 Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, and take away the foreskins of your heart, ye men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem: lest my fury come forth like fire, and burn that none can quench it, because of the evil of your doings. 

As you can see, circumcision of the heart means, to take away that which is wrong and get back to doing that with is right, and in the life of a believer, it comes through total submission to the working of the Holy Spirit.

In this parable in Matthew 22; Jesus is relating that He is the Son and that God is the King: Matthew 22:2  The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son,  
Those invited are the Jewish community, they have always been asked to come back to God, but they always have resisted even to the killing of the messengers: Matthew 22:3 And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding: and they would not come. 4 Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come unto the marriage. 5 But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his farm, another to his merchandise: 6 And the remnant took his servants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew them. 7 But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. 

We know from history that Jerusalem was overtaken by foreign nations.  In Deuteronomy 28:45-68, we have the prediction of what would happen if Israel turned from following God’s word, let’s focus on this prediction: Deuteronomy 28:49 The LORD shall bring a nation against thee from far, from the end of the earth, as swift as the eagle flieth; a nation whose tongue thou shalt not understand; 50 A nation of fierce countenance, which shall not regard the person of the old, nor shew favour to the young:  We see this fulfilled with the invasion of Jerusalem in 2 Kings; 2Kings 24:10 At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up against Jerusalem, and the city was besieged. 11 And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came against the city, and his servants did besiege it.  
And it was also fulfilled with the Roman occupation that was present during the time of Jesus Christ. They were in control from 73 BC – 476 AD, that is 549 years.

Because of the refusal of the Jewish nation to return to God through Jesus Christ His Son, the invitation went out to the gentile people; Matthew 22:8 Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were not worthy. 9 Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage. 10 So those servants went out into the highways, and gathered together all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was furnished with guests. 

Now the King came out to see the guest of the great feast and sees one man who does not have a wedding garment and questioned him as to why he did not have on a wedding garment . Matthew 22:11 And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment: 12 And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless. 
The garment: let’s get back to what this means.  In this parable it means that it is something spiritual as we see in the following scriptures; Romans 13:12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. 13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. 14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. 

Galatians 3:27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

Ephesians 4:24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.

Colossians 3:10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:

Colossians 3:12  Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;

Here is something interesting, it is the definition of “Put on” this is from the Strong’s concordance; G1746 ἐνδύω, enduō, en-doo'-o
From G1722 and G1416 (in the sense of sinking into a garment); to invest with clothing (literally or figuratively): - array, clothe (with), endue, have (put) on. 

We read in Ephesians 4:24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.

We are to put on the “New Man” which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.
Here is one of two New Testament definitions of “righteousness” ; G1343 δικαιοσύνη, dikaiosunē, dik-ah-yos-oo'-nay
From G1342; equity (of character or act); specifically (Christian) justification: - righteousness.

This scripture has to do with living within the character of God through a new heart; this is only through the Holy Spirit.  As we can see by the consistency of the scriptures and these are but just a sampling of scriptures that Jehovah God has given for us to follow, in fact, the whole bible is an instruction manual given to us to know how we are to conduct our lives. 

2Timothy 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

Let’s continue with the parable; after the king saw this one man without a wedding garment and questioned him as to why he was not wearing the wedding garment provided for him, the man had no answer.  Matthew 22:13 Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 14 For many are called, but few are chosen. 

Jesus said many are called but few are chosen, so what was the separating factor? According to the parable, one person was not wearing a wedding garment, what does that tell us?  We know that according to that culture, the common people could not afford costly apparel, so the wedding apparel was provided for them.  The king came out to see his guests, and there was one person not properly dressed.  Let’s look at some fuel for discussion as to why this man was not properly dressed;

Remember this was a royal wedding feast.

Is it possible that the person was only interested in the benefit of a free meal, and didn’t want to be a part of the festivities?

Is it possible that the person did not like the king and what he represented, so he refused to accept his garments in protest, and was just interested in the benefit of a free meal?

Is it possible that the person didn’t like those invited to the wedding feast? Therefore he didn’t want to be associated with them, but was only interested in the benefit of a free meal?

Is it possible that the person didn’t like the son, therefore was not willing to show respect by wearing the provided wedding garments but was only interested in the benefit of a free meal?

Is it possible that the person was not about to be told what he could do and couldn’t do, so he refused to put on the provided wedding garments, but did his own thing, but still wanted the benefit of a free meal? 

I’m sure we could come up with more scenarios, but regardless of the reason for the person refusing to wear the provided wedding garments. It proved to be an insult to the king, and he displayed great disrespect in not honoring the accepted practice of those invited to a wedding feast.

In all of these, we see a wrong attitude of the heart as a willful disrespect for what is expected of those who are invited to partake of a great feast put on by a king.  What does this say to us today? As we have seen in the scriptures above, we must understand that when we accept the invitation to come to Christ and be a part of the feast of heaven.  We in the same token must put on the garments of righteousness because God is the King and has paid a great price for us to be able to enjoy the benefit of the heavenly blessings. This means that you cannot come and remain the same, there must be a change as the garments were required to be changed, this was not a suggestion but a requirement, and we see the severe punishment for not respecting the requirements of the king.  For us today God has given His word for us to follow to enjoy the great benefits of being a child of God.  

To complete this thought on the garments we will look at the book of Revelation chapter 19: 6-9;
Revelation 19:6 And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. 7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. 9 And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God. 
Now righteousness in the New Testament has another meaning G1345, δικαίωμα, dikaiōma
dik-ah'-yo-mah From G1344; an equitable deed; by implication a statute or decision: - judgment, justification, ordinance, righteousness.

Another translation says verse 8 this way; Revelation 19:8 And she was permitted to array herself in fine linen, shining and spotless; the fine linen being the righteous actions of God's people.

Yes, God is Love; he is Gracious and Merciful.  I have come to understand the meaning of Grace and Mercy as this; Mercy is not getting what you deserve as the scripture says in Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.

Romans 6:23 for the wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

And grace is getting what you don’t deserve as it says in Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; 

Remember this, not all of the people who attended the wedding feast were qualified to enter in, that’s why the king did not first invite them, those who came were in the highways and outer areas, it was an act of grace and mercy that these people were allowed to come to this great wedding feast.  Today, God has extended grace, mercy, and love to us, and our acceptance of the invitation is only the beginning of our journey, with the acceptance of the invitation comes responsibility, as Jesus said; Matthew 11:28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.  This is the call from Jesus Christ that is going forth into the world, just as the king had all things prepared for the people who were invited, even to the clothing they were to wear, instead of wearing their own worn out dirty clothes, they were provided with fine royal garments to make them acceptable to the king.  There, each one found rest and only needed to eat and enjoy, that is the call of Jesus Christ, He has provided everything for us to be able to live this life with abundance and rest, it only takes putting on that yoke as mentioned above, but what is this “Yoke”?

First let’s look at the Greek definition of “Yoke” Strong’s number G2218 ζυγός, zugos, dzoo-gos'
From the root of ζεύγνυμι zeugnumi (to join, especially by a “yoke”); a coupling, that is, (figuratively) servitude (a law or obligation); also (literally) the beam of the balance (as connecting the scales): - pair of balances, yoke.
The most familiar visual of a yoke is the wooden frame attached between two animals like horses or cattle to keep them balanced and aligned while they plowed a field to prepare for planting.  So, let’s understand what Jesus is saying in this call to come to Him.
First, the call is to those who have been laboring to live their lives their own way but find no rest, especially today in our present society. There seems to be such demand for your time and attention, with the pace that controls life today many are facing great stress in their hearts, so Jesus says “come to me and I will give you rest”, Secondly, Jesus gave the answer as to how you will get that rest, He says “Take my Yoke upon you and learn of me for I am meek and lowly in heart and you shall find rest for your souls”, Here Jesus says that if you learn of Him you will find His true nature, not the ideas that have been thrown around by those who really have no relationship with Him, but when you discover the love, sincerity, and peace that comes through Jesus Christ, you will find a true rest in your soul.
Thirdly, Jesus gives the answer to why this rest will come; “For My Yoke is easy and my burden is light”, Jesus is saying, I will not overwhelm you with a heavy burden to carry, but that it would be a light burden.  Notice He did not say that you would not have a burden. He said that your burden would be light.  Religion has made Christianity look so burdensome that it has lost its appeal. Unfortunately, the face of the Church of Jesus Christ has been made to look like something that does not represent the true nature and Character of our Lord Jesus Christ.  But if we see the true intent of what Jesus is saying here maybe we can go forth and change the face of Christ’s church.  

Jesus is saying that if we came under His yoke, we would be united with Him.  He would make our burden light because He is at the other end of the yoke helping us to stay balanced and moving in a straight path.  And also, He is bearing the other end of the yoke to make it easier on us.  It is a beautiful thought to know that Jesus Himself is with you to share your burdens as you follow Him.  But to find that rest we must be willing to stop doing things our way and come under that light yoke to do things His way, be assured; there is a rest for God’s people. Hebrews 4:7 Again, he limiteth a certain day, saying in David, To day, after so long a time; as it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 8 For if Jesus had given them rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of another day. 9 There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. 10 For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his. 

Here is this same passage in the “Modern English Version” translation; 
Hebrews 4:7-10 (MEV) 7 again He establishes a certain day, “Today,” saying through David, after so long a time, as it has been said: Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts.” 8 For if Joshua had given them rest, He would not have later spoken of another day. 9 Therefore a rest remains for the people of God. 10 For whoever enters His rest will also cease from his own works, as God did from His.

Jesus also reiterated this thought when He spoke to those who desired to follow Him by saying “if any man will come after me, let him take up his cross and follow me”;
Matthew 16:24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.

Mark 8:34 And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.

Luke 9:23 And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.
The cross represents God’s will for your life to follow the words of Christ, and then Jesus said this; Matthew 10:38 And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.

Luke 14:27 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.

Remember, we have been discussing being yoked with Jesus Christ, as Jesus said, we are to learn of Him, that means developing a relationship with Him to know his character and heart. 
We discussed how we were to cease from doing things our way and become yoked with Him, which brings us to this next passage of scripture; Matthew 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

At the end of this passage, Jesus said these words; “I never knew you”, I feel that we need to examine what is meant here, as we look at the Greek definition, we will see this definition for the word “knew”; G1097 γινώσκω,ginōskō

1) to learn to know, come to know, get a knowledge of perceive, feel
1a) to become known
2) to know, understand, perceive, have knowledge of
2a) to understand
2b) to know
3) Jewish idiom for sexual intercourse between a man and a woman
4) to become acquainted with, to know

Do you see what they said to Jesus? There is not one mention of them having a relationship with Him, only doing things.  So how do we learn of Him?  When Jesus was here on this earth, those who were followers of Him listened to His words, put them into practice, they followed Him everywhere and observed all of the miracles and healings that He did, they talked with Him and ate with Him, learned His character.  As you can see, they developed a relationship with Jesus, much the same as you would develop a relationship with your spouse or best friend.  Because there was an investment of the heart and an investment of time, a love relationship developed.

When they asked Jesus  what the greatest commandment was, He responded with this; 
Mark 12:28 And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and perceiving that he had answered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of all? 29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: Mark 12:30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 

So, we must ask this question, what does it mean to love the Lord God with all of our soul, mind, and strength?  Jesus again answered this in John 14:15 If ye love me, keep my commandments. 

John 15:9  As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. 
10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. 
Luke 6:46 And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?  

The love walk says, not my will but yours be done, as Jesus said in the Garden of Gethsemane. The love walk says, I must decrease, and He must increase as John the Baptist said.
The love walk says I am crucified with Christ as spoken by the Paul apostle.  
The love walk obeys the words that Jesus commanded His followers.


Eternal Separation

As a Christian you are bound by the Word of God, as the definition of a Christian means Christ-like; and a “Called out One.” That phrase speaks for itself; it is meant to define those who are following after Christ, those who are called out of doing things according to the way’s world, as we have already discussed.  It describes those who have accepted the challenge to take up their cross, deny themselves and follow Jesus, it describes those who through their own choice, have chosen not to do things their way, but follow after righteousness through the empowering of the Holy Spirit. You see, no one can come to Christ and get away with doing things his or her way; it is against everything that God has established in His Pure word.  Everyone who comes to Christ comes as an imperfect individual and is made to be in right standing by the blood of Jesus Christ, but this is just the beginning, as we just read above we are called to live a life patterned after Christ’s character and principles.  Look at this scripture in John 17; John 17:14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 

If one chooses the way of self above the way of righteousness, there is only one outcome that awaits them. We see this outcome at the end of the parable we have been discussing.  Let’s finish the end of the parable in Matthew 22:13; Matthew 22:13 Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 14 For many are called, but few are chosen. 

As you can see, the end is not a happy one, this man was separated from the others and cast out, we can only imagine what this represents; outer darkness, weeping and gnashing of teeth, it gives you a glimpse of hell doesn’t it?  This parable isn’t the only place where we find this reference; there are more scriptures; Matthew 8:8 The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed. 9 For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it. 10 When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. 11 And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. 12 But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 13 And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour. 

From this story, we understand that this centurion came to Jesus asking for healing for his servant. This person was not a Jew but believed that Jesus could heal his servant by just saying

the word.  Jesus here is making a distinction between the faith of this man who was not Jewish and the lack of faith of those who were Jewish. 

In this next parable, Jesus is explaining to his disciples the seriousness of being responsible with those things put into your trust, and doing what is right with that responsibility; Matthew 24:45 Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them meat in due season? 46 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing. 47 Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler over all his goods. 48 But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; 49 And shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; 50 The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, 51 And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Bear in mind Jesus spoke this parable to His disciples reminding them of the responsibility they have to keep Jesus’ words and the work entrusted to them.

This question was asked by an individual who was not a disciple of Jesus but a Jew.
Luke 13:22 And he went through the cities and villages, teaching, and journeying toward Jerusalem. 23 Then said one unto him, Lord, are there few that be saved? And he said unto them, 24 Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able. 25 When once the master of the house is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and ye begin to stand without, and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall answer and say unto you, I know you not whence ye are: 26 Then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast taught in our streets. 27 But he shall say, I tell you, I know you not whence ye are; depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity. 28 There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out.

Here again, Jesus mentions the issue of relationship; the master says to those who are knocking on the closed door, “I don’t know where you come from.” They will try to reason with the master saying, “We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.”  Again, the master will say to them, “I don’t know where you come from.” When it comes to the time of separation, there will be no reasoning with God.

God is a very loving God, but love is sometimes stern and unyielding.  Just as God had shown with the children of Israel in the scriptures above. God cut off His own chosen people because of their unwillingness to come under His yoke of blessing.  Instead, they chose to worship other idols and follow after the abominations that He warned them about. Thus, God was obligated to let them go because of their unwillingness to trust in His Word.  Romans 11:17 (ISV) Now if some of the branches have been broken off, and you, a wild olive branch, have been grafted in their place to share the rich root of the olive tree, 18 do not boast about being better than the other branches. If you boast, remember that you do not support the root, but the root supports you. 19 Then you will say, "Branches were cut off so that I could be grafted in." 20 That's right! They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you remain only because of faith. Do not be arrogant, but be afraid! 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, he certainly will not spare you, either. 22 Consider, then, the kindness and severity of God: his severity toward those who fell, but God's kindness toward you—if you continue receiving his kindness. Otherwise, you too will be cut off.  

God will make no allowances for entrance into His eternal Kingdom to those who are unwilling to be yoked with Jesus Christ and to follow His Word.  Even Moses was not allowed to enter into the promised land because of his disobedience to God’s command.  Moses, the deliverer, was a type of Christ.  He was considered to be the meekest man on earth; Numbers 12:3 (Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth.)   But in Numbers chapter 20 verses 8-12, we see that Moses was instructed to speak to the rock, but through frustration, he struck it twice with his staff thus disobeying what God had said. Numbers 20:8 Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly together, thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock before their eyes; and it shall give forth his water, and thou shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock: so thou shalt give the congregation and their beasts drink. 9 And Moses took the rod from before the LORD, as he commanded him. 10 And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together before the rock, and he said unto them, Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of this rock? 11 And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts also. 12 And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them. 

The justness of a righteous God has to punish sin or wrongdoing.  That is why He sent Jesus Christ to be a sacrifice for the sins of the world.  Notice that I said God has to punish sin not people, but unfortunately, people choose to embrace sin and follow its ways, and therefore they incur death as a result: Romans 6:23. Jesus took the sins of the world upon Himself. Remember what Jesus said while hanging on the cross? Luke 23:34  Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots. Through this act of forgiveness Jesus Christ accomplished the purpose for which He was sent, which was the reconciliation of the world back to God: 2Corinthians 5:18  And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.  

To complete the thought on the subject of separation, we must examine what Jesus said to the church of Sardis in Revelation chapter 3: Revelation 3:1 And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. 2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before God. 3 Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee. 4 Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy. 5 He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels. 6 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 

As we have just read in Revelation 3:5, he who overcomes will not have their names blotted out of the book of life. Even in the Old Testament, the knowledge of the “book of life” was understood as we see it mentioned in Exodus chapter 32: Exodus 32:32 Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written. Exodus 32:33 And the LORD said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book.  Thought: Your name would have to be in the book to be blotted out.
At the time of the great judgment, there will be books opened.  It is there that God will reveal to each person why they are going to heaven or going to hell.  There is a book of life where all of the righteous followers of Jesus Christ have their names written.  And there is another book that contains  the names of all who have not received Jesus Christ, and have not followed Him  with all of their deeds;  Revelation 20:11 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. Described here is the outer darkness that Jesus spoke about where there is weeping, wailing, and gnashing of teeth. This is the end to all of those who disregard the blood of Jesus Christ. 

The human soul is eternal, designed to live forever. The body in which you live is just a temporary structure that will one day give way to death.  It is the spirit or soul of man that will live eternally in either heaven or hell.  God’s desire is for all to live eternally in heaven, but life is made up of a succession of choices.  A person who chooses not to have a relationship with Jesus Christ, and chooses a lifestyle of disobedience, chooses in a sense to go to hell.  As we see from the following scriptures, this is not God’s will.  

Ezekiel 18:32 For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.

Ezekiel 33:11 Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?

2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.
  
There has been too great of price paid for mankind to be reconciled to Father God. That price being the sacrifice of Jesus Christ who died a terrible death and took upon Himself the sins of the world.  God will never deviate from His divine purpose.  That purpose as the scriptures tell us is that all should come through Jesus Christ: Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. 

Philippians 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: :8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;  
11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 


Being in Relation with Jesus is to be in Relation with His Pure Word
The Word of God is the Revelation of Christ

To be a true Christian we must be in relation with Jesus Christ.  The crucifixion of Jesus and His shed blood is what paid the price for our sins so we could be forgiven of our sins.  All who receives Him has the right to become children of God.  In other words, as we receive Jesus Christ into our lives, we are brought into right standing with God.  

Jesus was God incarnate, coming in the flesh as the Word of God. As we read in John chapter 1: John 1:1(ISV) In the beginning, the Word existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He existed in the beginning with God. 3 Through him all things were made, and apart from him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life brought light to humanity.    

Our right standing as children of God is through Jesus Christ and continues only as we follow His pure Word in which there is true life as Jesus said in John 16:63; John 6:63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh accomplishes nothing. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.  We have seen many scriptures about following the words of Jesus Christ, and we understand  the entire Bible is God’s Word or the “Words of Jesus Christ.”  We have seen, HE IS THE WORD!

With this understanding, let us examine the Word of God in context to what God expects of those who come into the Christian community.  As we studied in the Old Testament those who desired to be in the community of the Hebrew people were required to change or reform.  They were not allowed to bring their native religions or customs into this community.  They were required to follow the same guidelines that God had given to His own chosen people as He had said; Exodus 12:48  And when a stranger shall sojourn with thee, and will keep the passover to the LORD, let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come near and keep it; and he shall be as one that is born in the land: for no uncircumcised person shall eat thereof. 49 One law shall be to him that is home born, and unto the stranger that sojourneth among you.    

Please understand, that when it comes to eternity, God’s requirements are very specific and to the point.  God in His wisdom has left nothing to chance, nor is any special interpretation needed.  That is why I have researched the scriptures and brought the standards of God’s pure Word written in this format so that anyone can read and find the consistency of God’s Word from the Old Testament to the New Testament.  As mentioned before concerning the WORD of God, it is all the Revelation of Jesus Christ.

Jesus made a remarkable statement in the Gospel of Matthew; Matthew 5:17 (VOICE)
17 Do not think that I have come to overturn or do away with the law or the words of our prophets. To the contrary: I have not come to overturn them but to fulfill them. 

This statement gives us some insight into Jesus’ purpose concerning the Old Testament and the guidelines that God had decreed.  Jesus said that He is come to fulfill the Law, not do away with it. Humankind could not live up to God’s law because of sin being latent within him. Therefore, sin was a natural course that all of us would take and disqualify us from entering into heaven.  

So God sent Jesus to be a perfect sacrifice for our sins. That through His blood we can obtain the qualification to enter heaven by the forgiveness of sins.  But beyond that, because Jesus, in fulfilling the requirements of the Law, did not do away with it, but made it possible for us to live out the true requirements of the Law which are found in the following scriptures; 
Matthew 7:12 Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets. 

Matthew 22:35 Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting him, and saying, 36 Master, which is the great commandment in the law? 37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 

Galatians 5:13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another. 14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 

Romans 13:8 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. 9 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

1Timothy 1:1(MLV) Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the commandment of God our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ, our hope; 2 to Timothy, my genuine child in the faith: grace, mercy, peace, from God our Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 3 As I encouraged you to remain in Ephesus, when I was traveling into Macedonia, that* you might command some not to teach a different teaching, 4 nor to take-heed to fables and unending genealogies, which provide more debates, rather than a stewardship of God which is in faith. 5 But the end of the command is love* out of a clean heart and a good conscience and a non-pretended faith; 6 from which some having deviated, turned aside to empty-talking; 7 wishing to be teachers of the law, perceiving neither what they are saying, nor the things concerning what they are confidently confirming. 8 But we know that the law is good, if anyone uses it lawfully,

James 2:8 (ISV) Nevertheless, you are doing the right thing if you obey the royal Law in keeping with the Scripture, "You must love your neighbor as yourself." 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and will be convicted by the Law as violators. 10 For whoever keeps the whole Law but fails in one point is guilty of breaking all of it. 11 For the one who said, "Never commit adultery," also said, "Never murder." Now if you do not commit adultery, but you murder, you become a violator of the Law. 12 You must make it your habit to speak and act like people who are going to be judged by the law of liberty. 
13 For the one who has shown no mercy will be judged without mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment. 

Galatians 6:1(MLV) Brethren, even if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you* who are spiritual, mend such a one in a spirit of meekness; noting any trespass in yourself that you might not also be tempted. 2 Bear the burdens of one another and thus fulfill the law of Christ.

The apostle Paul said in Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.  Here we see that the apostle Paul considered himself crucified with Christ. Meaning that the person Paul was, is now dead, and a new man is alive through Christ Jesus, and now lives by faith, and that he now lives according to Christ.  He can fulfill all of God’s Word according to the faith that Jesus had deposited in him.  That’s why we see the statements above mentioning fulfilling God’s laws. 


New Testament Requirements 
Being a Follower of Jesus Christ

First, as Jesus said to Nicodemus “You must be born again.”  
John 3:1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 
2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. 3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born? 5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.  

So what does it mean to be born again? Let’s examine what the scriptures say.

To become a New Creation.
2Corinthians (ESV)5:14 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. 16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  

Titus 3:3 After all, we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, and misled. We were slaves to many kinds of lusts and pleasures, spending our days in malice and jealousy. We were despised, and we hated one another. 4 In grace our Savior God appeared, to make his love for mankind clear. 5 'Twas not for deeds that we had done, but by his steadfast love alone, he saved us through a second birth, renewed us by the Spirit's work, 6 and poured him out upon us, too, through Jesus the Messiah our Savior true. 

1John 5:1 (ISV) Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Messiah has been born from God, and everyone who loves the parent also loves the child. :2 This is how we know that we love God's children: we love God and keep his commandments. 3 For this demonstrates our love for God: We keep his commandments, and his commandments are not difficult, 4 because everyone who is born from God has overcome the world. 
Our faith is the victory that overcomes the world. 5 Who overcomes the world? Is it not the person who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

1John 5:18 We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not. 19 And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness. 20 And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life. 

- Putting on what is New
Ephesians 4:22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 
24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 

Colossians 3:5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: 6 For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: 7 In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. 8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. 9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: 

Romans 6:1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 
2 God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? 3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 

Romans 7:5(ISV) For while we were living according to our human nature, sinful passions were at work in our bodies by means of the Law, to bear fruit resulting in death. 6 But now we have been released from the Law by dying to what enslaved us, so that we may serve in the new life of the Spirit, not under the old writings. 

Romans 12:1(MLV) Therefore brethren, I am encouraging you* through the mercies from God, to present your* bodies as a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your* logical divine service. 2 And not to fashion yourselves to this age, but be transfigured by the renewal of your* mind, *that* you* may test what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

Galatians 6:15(ISV) For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision matters. Rather, what matters is being a new creation. 

Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 

1Peter 4:1 Therefore, since the Messiah suffered in a mortal body, you, too, must arm yourselves with the same determination, because the person who has suffered in a mortal body has stopped sinning, 2 so that he can live the rest of his mortal life guided, not by human desires, but by the will of God. 

- Living by new guidelines
Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. 10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 11 And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement. 

Ephesians 2:1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 
2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:  

Ephesians 2:11 Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: 13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 

Ephesians 4:22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 
24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 

1Corinthians 6:9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 
Colossians 1:21 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled 22 In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight: 23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister; 

Colossians 3:5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: 6 For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: 7 In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. 8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. 9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:

- Having a new mindset towards life in this world
Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 

Ephesians 4:21 If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 

1Peter 1:13(ISV)  Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep a clear head, and set your hope completely on the grace to be given you when Jesus, the Messiah, is revealed. 14 As obedient children, do not be shaped by the desires that used to influence you when you were ignorant. 15 Instead, be holy in every aspect of your life, just as the one who called you is holy. 16 For it is written, "You must be holy, because I am holy." 

Ephesians 4:17 This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, 18 Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart: 19 Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. 20 But ye have not so learned Christ; 

Colossians 3:10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: 

Hebrews 10:19 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20 By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; 21 And having an high priest over the house of God; 22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 

- Gaining new knowledge and understanding through Christ by the Holy Spirit
2Corinthians (ISV) 4:5 For we do not preach ourselves, but rather Jesus the Messiah as Lord, and ourselves as merely your servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has shone in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God's glory in the face of Jesus the Messiah. 

Ephesians 1:15 Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints, 16 Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers; 17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 

Colossians 1:9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness; 

Colossians 2:2 That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; 3 In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

2Peter 1:2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, 3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 
2Peter 3:18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen. 

1John 5:20 And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.
 
- Build upon this new life
Ephesians 4:11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 

2Peter 1:3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 
4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 

1Peter 2:1 Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, 2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: 

2Peter 3:17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. 18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen. 

Jude 1:20 But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 

Colossians 2:6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: 
7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. 

- Keep from the old ways 
Acts 15:29 That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from things strangled, and from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well.

Romans 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 7 For he that is dead is freed from sin. 8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: 9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. 10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. 
14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 

Romans 6:17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. 19 I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness. 20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. 21 What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those things is death. 22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. 23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Romans 8:10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. 13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. 14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 

Ephesians 4:21 If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 
Ephesians 5:1 Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; 2 And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour. 3 But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints; 4 Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks. 5 For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 6 Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. 7 Be not ye therefore partakers with them. 8 For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light: 

1Timothy 5:21 I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect angels, that thou observe these things without preferring one before another, doing nothing by partiality. 22 Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other men's sins: keep thyself pure. 

James 1:19 (ISV) You must understand this, my dear brothers. Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to get angry. 20 For human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires. 21 Therefore, rid yourselves of everything impure and every expression of wickedness, and with a gentle spirit welcome the word planted in you that can save your souls. 

1Peter 1:13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: 15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 

- Understand that you have been called out of the world through Jesus Christ
John 15:18 (ESV) "If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.

John 17:14 (ESV) I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.

Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
2Corinthians 6:14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? 16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,  And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 
Galatians 1:3 Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ, 4 Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father: 5 To whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

Titus 2:12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; 13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

James 4:4(MLV) Adulterers and adulteresses, do you* not know that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? Therefore, whoever wills to be a friend of the world is designated as an enemy of God. 5 Or are you* thinking that the Scripture speaks with emptiness? Does the Spirit which dwells in us long to envy? 6But he is giving more grace. Hence the Scripture says, ‘God resists the haughty, but gives grace to the humble.’

2Peter 1:4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

1John 2:15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 

1John 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. 5 They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them. 6 We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error. 

- Keep yourself from the influence of the world
Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 

1Corinthians 2:12  Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.

1Corinthians 3:18 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is written, "He catches the wise in their craftiness,"

Ephesians 4:17 This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, 18 Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart: 19 Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. 20 But ye have not so learned Christ; 

Colossians 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 

Colossians 3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 

James 1:26 If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is vain. 27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. 

James 4:4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 

1Peter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. 11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul; 

1John 2:15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. 

- Living by Faith
John 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him. 

Hebrews 11:1(ISV) Now faith is the assurance that what we hope for will come about and the certainty that what we cannot see exists. 

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. 

Romans 3:22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: 23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

Galatians 3:11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith. 12 And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them. 13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: 14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 
Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 

Philippians 3:7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, 9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: 

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 
Hebrews 10:38(ESV) but my righteous one shall live by faith, and if he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in him." 39 But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith and preserve their souls.

- Trusting and obeying God’s word 
Matthew 6:31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 

Luke 6:46 And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say? 47 Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom he is like: 48 He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was founded upon a rock. 49 But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without a foundation built an house upon the earth; against which the stream did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the ruin of that house was great. 

Luke 11:27 And it came to pass, as he spake these things, a certain woman of the company lifted up her voice, and said unto him, Blessed is the womb that bare thee, and the paps which thou hast sucked. 28 But he said, Yea rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it. 

John 15:5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. 10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. 11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. 12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. 13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. 
James 1:22 (ISV) Keep on being obedient to the word, and not merely being hearers who deceive themselves. 23 For if anyone hears the word but is not obedient to it, he is like a man who looks at himself in a mirror 24 and studies himself carefully, and then goes off and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But the one who looks at the perfect law of freedom and remains committed to it—thereby demonstrating that he is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of what that law requires—will be blessed in what he does. 


 		Being changed into the image of Christ = Sanctification

Now here is where many conflicts arise in the church of Jesus Christ.  Because of the failure to teach about sanctification. Many see Christianity as an invitation to come live their lives as they desire without the understanding that you cannot be Christ-like if you are not sanctified or going through the sanctification process.  We must understand God’s expectations of each and everyone who accepts Jesus Christ as Lord of their lives.   

There is a word that we must become identified with if we are to understand the aspect of change in our lives and that word is “Sanctify or Sanctification.”  Let us examine these words.  For this we shall use the Strong’s concordance;

Sanctify G37 ἁγιάζω, hagiazō,hag-ee-ad'-zo
From G40; to make holy, that is, (ceremonially) purify or consecrate; (mentally) to venerate: - hallow, be holy, sanctify.

Sanctification G38 ἁγιασμός, hagiasmos, hag-ee-as-mos'
From G37; properly purification, that is, (the state) purity; concretely (by Hebraism) a purifier: - holiness, sanctification.

So, we see here, to sanctify something is to designate it as being pure or consecrated. Sanctification is the process where something is prepared to be set apart.  For instance, if you went to an antique store to look for an old copper teapot that would never be used for anything else but serving tea, you would consider that teapot sanctified.  Now if that teapot needed to be cleaned to make it useful before it was used to serve tea, it would be considered going through the sanctification process.  So how does that apply to those who are new believers coming to Christ?

Let’s look at the example of a new employee hired for a position in a large company.  


The process

- First, the person who is accepted for employment or hired and is entitled to the full benefits that the company has to offer, but they have not started working yet.

- Next, that person has to go through an orientation process; they are shown around the facilities and are introduced to certain people and see the areas where they will be working, still not working.

- Next, they are given an employee handbook and will go through facilities training and learn the guidelines of that facility, after that training is over, they must sign a document stating that they have read, understand and agree with the guidelines in the employee handbook, yet they are still not released to work.
-  After they have gone through the orientation and facilities training process, they will train with someone from the department they will work in and will begin the job training.  This person training them is someone capable to give them all of the insights they will need to succeed in the position in which they applied. At this time they are still not released to work.

At this point the new hire is not guaranteed a position until they can prove that they can indeed perform all the requirements of this position, so you see being hired in is not the guarantee of a permanent position.

- After a period of on the job training, if the trainer sees that the new hire can perform the requirements of the position, then they are given a permanent position.

Now after the new hire has received a position, there is a possibility that they can lose that position, remember they signed a document that they would abide by the guidelines of the company, so if for any reason they break their agreement they can be terminated from that position.

Here are some reasons that they may not receive a permanent position;

- They were looking for easy work and when things got demanding they were not willing to put forth the effort to do the job.

- They might have personal problems that distract them, and they cannot concentrate on doing their job.

- They might want to do the job a different way, and they go away from the training and guidelines that they agreed to.

- They become lazy and do not show up for work, and this happens more than once.

- They do not live up to the expectations of the work requirements and refuse to change.
By breaking their agreement, they disqualify themselves from being employed by that company and therefore have no place in that company.   

On the other hand, this person may be a good hard worker, doing all that is asked of him and following the training he received for the job. This will qualify them for further training and possibly a promotion within the department. This is what an employer seeks after. 

Here we have a prime example of the sanctification process.  Your sincerity and devotion to doing what is right is your guarantee to success in your walk as a child of God.  As it says in the book of Philippians; Philippians 2:12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings: 15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain. 

Sanctification is the process of becoming pure in your mind and lifestyle so that you become useful as a vessel of honor for the kingdom of God. This is a process that will be ongoing for the rest of our lives, as long as we are on this earth, we will not be able to comprehend all that our Heavenly Father has for us totally; Romans 11:33 (ISV) O how deep are God's riches, and wisdom, and knowledge! How unfathomable are his decisions and unexplainable are his ways! 34 Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has become his adviser? 35 Or who has given him something only to have him pay it back?" 36 For all things are from him, by him, and for him. Glory belongs to him forever! Amen.

But we will be forever learning and growing and enjoying all of the benefits of being a servant of the Most High God, what an honor to be a representative of Heaven.  All of this is made possible because of God’s great love; 1John 3:1 (ESV) See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.

Please examine the following passages of scripture;

2Peter 1:3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 
4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 

2Corinthians 7:1(ISV) Since we have these promises, dear friends, let's cleanse ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit by becoming mature in our holy fear of God. 

Philippians 2:12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 

1Thessalonians 4:3  For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication: 4 That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour; 

2Thessalonians 2:13 (WNT) And from us thanks are always due to God on your behalf--brethren whom the Lord loves--because God from the beginning has chosen you for salvation through the Spirit's sanctifying influence and your belief in the truth.

1Peter 1:2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.

Romans 13:13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. 14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. 

Please understand that when Jesus Christ paid the penalty for your sins and mine.  We were purchased by His blood and redeemed from the curse of the old law that condemned us to hell.  Look at these scriptures; 1Corinthians 6:18 (ISV) Keep on running away from sexual immorality. Any other sin that a person commits is outside his body, but the person who sins sexually sins against his own body. 19 You know that your body is a sanctuary of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have received from God, don't you? You do not belong to yourselves, 20 because you were bought for a price. Therefore, glorify God with your bodies. 

Act 20:28  Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 

Titus 2:11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 
12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; 13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

1Peter 1:13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: 
1Pe 1:15  But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 17 And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear: 18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:

Therefore, having been bought by the blood of Jesus Christ, rightfully we no longer have control of our own lives to live as we please, we are called to live for Jesus Christ.  God is gracious to us and does not force us against our will to submit to His guidelines.  Remember, our entrance into heaven through Jesus Christ is only the beginning, there are things that we need to do to enter into the kingdom of heaven.  We will see this in the following scriptures;  Matthew 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.   

We see that Jesus made it very clear that not all who called Him Lord would enter into heaven. What were the criteria for qualification for entering heaven?  What is the will of the Father? If we were to continue reading the following verses I think we would get the answer. 
Matthew 7:24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: 25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: 27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.  

This thought is also confirmed in Luke 6:46 And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say? 47 Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom he is like: 48 He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was founded upon a rock. 49 But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without a foundation built an house upon the earth; against which the stream did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the ruin of that house was great. 

Jesus makes it clear that hearing His words and doing them is tied to doing the will of God, and following His words are the wisest things that a person can do. 
Luke 11:27 And it came to pass, as he spake these things, a certain woman of the company lifted up her voice, and said unto him, Blessed is the womb that bare thee, and the paps which thou hast sucked. 28 But he said, Yea rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it.

Jesus said that if we love Him, we will keep His commands or precepts. His precepts are His words, and if we are His disciples, we will keep His words; 
John 14:21 The person who has my commandments and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I, too, will love him and reveal myself to him." 22 Judas (not Iscariot) asked him, "Lord, how is it that you are going to reveal yourself to us and not to the world?" 23 Jesus answered him, "If anyone loves me, he will keep my word. Then my Father will love him, and we will go to him and make our home within him.  24 The one who does not love me does not keep my words. The words that you're hearing me say are not mine, but come from the Father who sent me.   

John 8:31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 

John 15:4 (ISV) "Abide in me, and I will abide in you. Just as the branch cannot produce fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches. The one who abides in me while I abide in him produces much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Unless a person abides in me, he is thrown away like a pruned branch and dries up. People gather such branches, throw them into a fire, and they are burned up. 7 "If you abide in me and my words abide in you, you can ask for anything you want, and you will receive it. 

Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

1John 2:3 And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. 
1Jn 2:4  He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him. 6 He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked. 

1John 3:21 Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. 
22 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his ommandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight. 23 And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment. 24 And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us. 
The Bible the Eternal Word of God
There can only be one standard

We have come to understand that the entire Bible is the Word of God, inspired by the Holy Spirit who is God, spoken by Jesus Christ who is God as we see in John chapter 1.  John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 The same was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men.  

This Word is alive with life-giving properties, John 6:63 (ISV) It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh accomplishes nothing. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 

Deuteronomy 8:3 And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live. 

That is why we put such a high priority on the contents of the Word of God, giving devoted obedience to what is written. 

 Hebrews 4:12 (ESV) For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.   

1Peter 1:23 (ISV) For you have been born again, not by a seed that perishes but by one that cannot perish—by the living and everlasting word of God. 24 For "All human life is like grass, and all its glory is like a flower in the grass. The grass dries up and the flower drops off, 1Pe 1:25  but the word of the Lord lasts forever." Now this word is the good news that was announced to you. 

And here we see what God says about His Word, in the book of Psalms chapter 138 we read;
Psalms 138:2  I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy lovingkindness and for thy truth: for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name.  

As Jesus has given us His words, it is critical to our spiritual well-being as well as our physical well-being that we let those words affect and govern our minds and our lives. Herein is the proof that we are true followers of Jesus Christ and not just hypocrites only pretending.

1Timothy 1:5 (ISV) The goal of this instruction is love that flows from a pure heart, from a clear conscience, and from a sincere faith. 

2Timothy 2:22 Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart.

1Peter 1:22 (ISV) Now that you have obeyed the truth and have purified your souls to love your brothers sincerely, you must love one another intensely and with a pure heart.   


I leave you with this parting thought from the apostle Paul who said this wonderful prayer; 

Ephesians 3:14 (ESV)  For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 
15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, 
16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 
17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 
18 may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 
19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, 
21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.  

May God richly bless all who serve our Lord Jesus Christ out of a pure heart and devoted to His Pure Word.  






























[bookmark: _GoBack]Voluntary/Involuntary

In every area of our lives we have control, even to the very core of what keeps us alive, our physical heart.  We can control the heart rate by slow breathing techniques.  We can control our appetites.  We can choose to eat and choose not to eat. We blink involuntary but we can stop that blinking at any time through conscious volition.  All of the involuntary actions of our bodies can be controlled by our will.  This is a very interesting thought especially when it comes to today’s issues.

In this study we shall look into the issue whether a person is born with specific predispositions to certain lifestyles or not.  Let us examine the Pure Word of God for clarity.

First, we shall see that the children came out of a clean lifestyle, while they were in Egypt they were separated from Egypt.  They lived in a land called Goshen; a district in Egypt. They understood that they were children of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. They Had Joseph as a memorial of their heritage and a reminder of how God had provided for the people of Israel.  See Genesis chapter 50 and Exodus chapter 1. 

God made a covenant with Abraham in Genesis chapter 15, that his seed would flourish and inhabit the land where he now lived.  But God also told him that it wouldn’t happen until 400 years had passed.

Genesis 15:13 And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years; 
14 And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with great substance. 15 And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age. 16 But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full. 17 And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed between those pieces. 18 In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates: 19 The Kenites, and the Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites, 20 And the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Rephaims, 
21 And the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.  

I find it interesting that God made the covenant with Abraham that his seed would inhabit the land, but God made no mention to Abraham that his seed would forsake the ways of God.  We can’t mention the commandments of God to Abraham because there were no commandments at this time.  As we understand, Abraham was a righteous man and because of that God made a covenant with his heirs.

Exodus 6:3 And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, but by my name JEHOVAH was I not known to them. 4 And I have also established my covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, wherein they were strangers. 5 And I have also heard the groaning of the children of Israel, whom the Egyptians keep in bondage; and I have remembered my covenant.  

Here we see that God was ready to make a covenant with the children of Israel: Exodus 19:5 Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: 

God gave the children a clean slate and made a covenant with them coming out of Egypt thet were not a involved with immorality or idolatry but God was preparing them for the completion of His promise to their fathers.  
God did not give the children a free pass because of their fathers,  He placed an expectation apon them, that expectation being strict obedience to His commands.  God understood the influence that the children Israel were under for those four hundred years.  This influence being more spiritual thanphysical.  That is why we see God’s commands layed out as they were.  Look at how God started the revelation of His covenant: Exodus 20:2 I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: 5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;    

In chapters 20 – 23 of Exodus, God completed giving all of His commands and look at the response of the people; Exodus 24:7 And he took the book of the covenant, and read in the audience of the people: and they said, All that the LORD hath said will we do, and be obedient.  

Before the children would enter into the promised land that was promised to Abraham they had to qualify themselves.  Beginning with the crossing of the Red sea the children of Israel were put through a succession of tests starting in chapter 15; Exodus 15:25  And he cried unto the LORD; and the LORD shewed him a tree, which when he had cast into the waters, the waters were made sweet: there he made for them a statute and an ordinance, and there he proved them, 

It should be noted that the word “proved” means this:
H5254 nâsâh, naw-saw', A primitive root; to test; by implication to attempt: - adventure, assay, prove, tempt, try.

There were other times when they were tested as we shall see in the following scriptures; Exodus 16:4 Then said the LORD unto Moses, Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather a certain rate every day, that I may prove them, whether they will walk in my law, or no. 

As we see in the next scriptures, God led them to this destination where there was no water 

Exodus 17:1 And all the congregation of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, after their journeys, according to the commandment of the LORD, and pitched in Rephidim: and there was no water for the people to drink. 2 Wherefore the people did chide with Moses, and said, Give us water that we may drink. And Moses said unto them, Why chide ye with me? wherefore do ye tempt the LORD? 


In the followings scriptures we shall see that man is free to make their own decisions to that which is wrong and that which is right.  It is an individual choice to go either way.

Deuteronomy 31:16  And the LORD said unto Moses, Behold, thou shalt sleep with thy fathers; and this people will rise up, and go a whoring after the gods of the strangers of the land, whether they go to be among them, and will forsake me, and break my covenant which I have made with them. 

Ezekiel 18:23 (ISV) "I don't take delight in the death of the wicked, do I?" asks the Lord GOD. "Shouldn't I rather delight when he turns from his wicked ways and lives? 24 But when the righteous person abandons his righteous deeds and commits evil, detestable practices, as wicked people do, he won't live, will he? None of the righteous acts that he had done will be remembered. He'll die in his treacherous unfaithfulness and sins that he had committed." 25 "Yet you keep saying, 'The LORD isn't being consistent with his standards.' Pay attention, you house of Israel: Is my behavior really inconsistent with my standards? Isn't it your behavior that isn't just? 26 "When a righteous person turns from his righteous deeds and does evil, he'll die because of that evil. He'll die because of his unrighteous acts that he committed. 27 When a wicked person quits his wicked behavior and does what's just and right, he'll be enabled to live. 28 Because he reconsidered his transgression and turned away from everything that he had been doing, he'll certainly live and not die. 29 Yet Israel's house keeps saying, 'The LORD isn't being consistent with his standards.' Is it my behavior that's inconsistent with my standards? Is it not your behavior that's inconsistent with my standards?" 30 "Therefore, Israel, I'm going to judge you according to the behavior of each and every one of you, "declares the Lord GOD. "So repent and turn from all your sins so that sin won't keep on being a stumbling block for you. 31 Stop your transgressing—the deeds by which you've rebelled—and then make for yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. Why should you die, you house of Israel? 32 I don't take pleasure in the death of anyone who dies," declares the LORD. "So repent, so you may live!" 

Isaiah 1:16 Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; 

Isaiah 55:6 Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: 7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

One thing that should be noted, what God was telling the children of Israel.  They were not to indulge in the behaviors of the nations they were entering. This speaks to me that they were not involved in these behaviors at the time. A thought to ponder.     

Let’s understand what they were going to face as they went into to possess the land.  We’ll look at Leviticus chapter 18 to see what God.had warned them about.   

Leviticus 18:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, I am the LORD your God. 3 After the doings of the land of Egypt, wherein ye dwelt, shall ye not do: and after the doings of the land of Canaan, whither I bring you, shall ye not do: neither shall ye walk in their ordinances. 

Leviticus 18:6 None of you shall approach to any that is near of kin to him, to uncover their nakedness: I am the LORD.  Verses 7-19 deal with these incestual issues, let’s read on.

Leviticus 18:22 Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is abomination.  

23 Neither shalt thou lie with any beast to defile thyself therewith: neither shall any woman stand before a beast to lie down thereto: it is confusion.  Lev. 20:15-16, Exodus  22:19
 
24 Defile not ye yourselves in any of these things: for in all these the nations are defiled which I cast out before you:  

25 And the land is defiled: therefore I do visit the iniquity thereof upon it, and the land itself vomiteth out her inhabitants. 

26 Ye shall therefore keep my statutes and my judgments, and shall not commit any of these abominations; neither any of your own nation, nor any stranger that sojourneth among you: 
It seems apparent that God has made Himself clear in these matters.  Lets look at the definition oc the word Abominations.
Abomination

H8441
תֹּעֵבַה    תּוֹעֵבַה
tô‛êbah    tô‛êbah
to-ay-baw', to-ay-baw'
Feminine active participle of H8581; properly something disgusting (morally), that is, (as noun) an abhorrence; especially idolatry or (concretely) an idol: - abominable (custom, thing), abomination.


H8581
 תָּעַב, 
tâ‛ab, taw-ab' 
A primitive root; to loathe, that is, (morally) detest: - (make to be) abhor (-red), (be, commit more, do) abominable (-y), X utterly.

As you can see the one word is made from two words. This shows you how God feels about these activities.

Leviticus 20:13 If a man also lie with mankind, as he lieth with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination: they shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon them

Leviticus 18:29 For whosoever shall commit any of these abominations, even the souls that commit them shall be cut off from among their people.

Deuteronomy 18:9 When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations of those nations.

Deuteronomy 18:12 For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee.

Deuteronomy 20:18 That they teach you not to do after all their abominations, which they have done unto their gods; so should ye sin against the LORD your God.

Deuteronomy 29:17 And ye have seen their abominations, and their idols, wood and stone, silver and gold, which were among them:)

Deuteronomy 32:16 They provoked him to jealousy with strange gods, with abominations provoked they him to anger.

1Kings 14:24 And there were also sodomites in the land: and they did according to all the abominations of the nations which the LORD cast out before the children of Israel.

2Kings 16:3 But he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, yea, and made his son to pass through the fire, according to the abominations of the heathen, whom the LORD cast out from before the children of Israel.

2Kings 21:2 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, after the abominations of the heathen, whom the LORD cast out before the children of Israel.

2Kings 21:11 Because Manasseh king of Judah hath done these abominations, and hath done wickedly above all that the Amorites did, which were before him, and hath made Judah also to sin with his idols:

2Kings 23:24 Moreover the workers with familiar spirits, and the wizards, and the images, and the idols, and all the abominations that were spied in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, did Josiah put away, that he might perform the words of the law which were written in the book that Hilkiah the priest found in the house of the LORD.
2Chronicles 28:3 Moreover he burnt incense in the valley of the son of Hinnom, and burnt his children in the fire, after the abominations of the heathen whom the LORD had cast out before the children of Israel.

2Chronicles 33:2 But did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, like unto the abominations of the heathen, whom the LORD had cast out before the children of Israel.

2Chronicles 34:33 And Josiah took away all the abominations out of all the countries that pertained to the children of Israel, and made all that were present in Israel to serve, even to serve the LORD their God. And all his days they departed not from following the LORD, the God of their fathers.

2Chronicles 36:8 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and his abominations which he did, and that which was found in him, behold, they are written in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah: and Jehoiachin his son reigned in his stead.

2Chronicles 36:14 Moreover all the chief of the priests, and the people, transgressed very much after all the abominations of the heathen; and polluted the house of the LORD which he had hallowed in Jerusalem.

Ezra 9:1 Now when these things were done, the princes came to me, saying, The people of Israel, and the priests, and the Levites, have not separated themselves from the people of the lands, doing according to their abominations, even of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites.

Ezra 9:11 Which thou hast commanded by thy servants the prophets, saying, The land, unto which ye go to possess it, is an unclean land with the filthiness of the people of the lands, with their abominations, which have filled it from one end to another with their uncleanness.

Sodomite

H6945
קָדֵשׁ
qâdêsh
kaw-dashe'
From H6942; a (quasi) sacred person, that is, (technically) a (male) devotee (by prostitution) to licentious idolatry: - sodomite, unclean

The Strong’s concordance defines a sodomite as one devoted to immoral idolatry and all that comes with devotion.  Here are some other scriptures that will define what a sodomite is: 
Genesis 19:4  But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the men of Sodom, compassed the house round, both old and young, all the people from every quarter: 5  And they called unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are the men which came in to thee this night? bring them out unto us, that we may know them. 
Judges 19:22  Now as they were making their hearts merry, behold, the men of the city, certain sons of Belial, beset the house round about, and beat at the door, and spake to the master of the house, the old man, saying, Bring forth the man that came into thine house, that we may know him. 

Romans 1:24  Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. 26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: 27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet. 28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 

It seems very clear what the bible is talking about when it comes to what we know as homosexuality. Although the bible doesn’t mention the word homosexual, if we were to look up a current definition this is what we would find;

ho·mo·sex·u·al
/ˌhōməˈsekSH(o͞o)əl/
adjective
1.
(of a person) sexually attracted to people of one's own sex.
noun
1.
a person who is sexually attracted to people of their own sex.
synonyms:	gay person, lesbian, gay, lesbigay;

Here is an interesting passage of scripture; Job 36:10 He openeth also their ear to discipline, and commandeth that they return from iniquity. 11 If they obey and serve him, they shall spend their days in prosperity, and their years in pleasures. 12 But if they obey not, they shall perish by the sword, and they shall die without knowledge. 13 But the hypocrites in heart heap up wrath: they cry not when he bindeth them. 14 They die in youth, and their life is among the unclean.   This is the definition of the word unclean; H6945 ,קָדֵשׁ , qâdêsh, kaw-dashe'
From H6942; a (quasi) sacred person, that is, (technically) a (male) devotee (by prostitution) to licentious idolatry: - sodomite, unclean.

Here is the same passage with a translations from different versions: LITV Job 36:10 He also opens their ear to instruction, and commands that they turn back from iniquity. 11  If they hear and serve, they shall spend their days in good, and their years in pleasures. 12  But if they do not hear, they shall pass away by the sword, and they shall die without knowledge. 13 But the ungodly in heart heap up anger; they cry not when He has bound them. 14 Their soul dies in youth, and their life ends among the sodomites. 

DRA version; Job 36:10 He also shall open their ear, to correct them: and shall speak, that they may return from iniquity. 11 If they shall hear and observe, they shall accomplish their days in good, and their years in glory. 12 But if they hear not, they shall pass by the sword, and shall be consumed in folly. 13 Dissemblers and crafty men prove the wrath of God, neither shall they cry when they are bound. 14 Their soul shall die in a storm, and their life among the effeminate

Lets look at more scriptures in God’s Pure Word.  

Deuteronomy 23:17  There shall be no whore of the daughters of Israel, nor a sodomite of the sons of Israel. 

Genesis 13:13 But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the LORD exceedingly.

Genesis 18:20 And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous;  

1Kings 14:24  And there were also sodomites in the land: and they did according to all the abominations of the nations which the LORD cast out before the children of Israel. 

1Kings 15:11 And Asa did that which was right in the eyes of the LORD, as did David his father. 12 And he took away the sodomites out of the land, and removed all the idols that his fathers had made. 

Romans 1:16-32 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them﻿; for God hath shewed it unto them. 20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even﻿﻿ his eternal power and Godhead; so﻿ ﻿ that they are without excuse: 21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. 26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: 27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet. 28 And even as they did not like to retain﻿ God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: 32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.  

1 Corinthians 6:9﻿ Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.

1Corinthians 5:9(MLV) I have written to you in my letter not to socialize together with fornicators; 10 and certainly not meaning with the fornicators of this world or with the greedy or swindlers or idolaters; otherwise, you are consequently obligated to go forth out of the world. 11 But now, I have written to you not to socialize together with anyone if he is named a brother, who is either a fornicator or greedy, or an idolater or a reviler, or a drunkard or a swindler, not to even eat together with such a person.

Ephesians 5:5  For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 

Hebrews 13:4 Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge. 

Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. 

Fornicators/ whoremonger
G4205
πόρνος
pornos
por'-nos
From πέρνημι pernēmi (to sell; akin to the base of G4097); a (male) prostitute (as venal), that is, (by analogy) a debauchee (libertine): - fornicator, whoremonger.

effeminate
G3120
μαλακός
malakos
mal-ak-os'
Of uncertain affinity; soft, that is, fine (clothing); figuratively a catamite: - effeminate, soft.

A catamite (Latin catamitus) was a boy who was the intimate companion of a young man in ancient Rome, usually in a pederastic friendship.[1] The word derives from the proper noun Catamitus, the Latinized form of Ganymede, the beautiful Trojan youth abducted by Zeus to be his companion and cupbearer.[2] The Etruscan form of the name was Catmite, from an alternate Greek form of the name, Gadymedes.[3]

Pederastic = sexual relations between two males, especially when one of them is a minor.

1Timothy 1:9 Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, 10 For whoremongers, for them that defile themselves with mankind, for menstealers, for liars, for perjured persons, and if there be any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine;

1Corinthians 6:9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 


abusers of themselves with mankind,
G733  ἀρσενοκοίτης, arsenokoitēs, ar-sen-ok-oy'-tace
From G730 and G2845; a sodomite: - abuser of (that defile) self with mankind.

Ephesians 5:5  For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 

Galatians 5: 18-25  18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 24 And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections﻿﻿ and lusts. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
 
Colossians 3:5-7   5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: 6 For which things’ sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: 7 In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. 

2 Peter 2 6 And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly; 

Jude 7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange﻿﻿ flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. 
 

Greek new Testament Definations:

 Fornication:  4202 πορνεία [porneia /por·ni·ah/] n f. From 4203; TDNT 6:579; TDNTA 918; GK 4518; 26 occurrences; AV translates as “fornication” 26 times.  1 illicit sexual intercourse. 1a adultery, fornication, homosexuality, lesbianism, intercourse with animals etc. 1b sexual intercourse with close relatives; Lev. 18. 1c sexual intercourse with a divorced man or woman; Mk. 10:11,12. 2 metaph. the worship of idols. 2a of the defilement of idolatry, as incurred by eating the sacrifices offered to idols. 

Lasciviousness: 766 ἀσέλγεια [aselgeia /as·elg·i·a/] n f. From a compound of 1 (as a negative particle) and a presumed selges (of uncertain derivation, but apparently meaning continent); TDNT 1:490; TDNTA 83; GK 816; Nine occurrences; AV translates as “lasciviousness” six times, “wantonness” twice, and “filthy” once.  1 unbridled lust, excess, licentiousness, lasciviousness, wantonness, outrageousness, shamelessness, insolence.

Effeminate: 3120 μαλακός [malakos /mal·ak·os/] adj. Of uncertain affinity; GK 3434; Four occurrences; AV translates as “soft” three times, and “effeminate” once.  1 soft, soft to the touch. 2 metaph. in a bad sense. 2a effeminate. 2a1 of a catamite. 2a2 of a boy kept for homosexual relations with a man. 2a3 of a male who submits his body to unnatural lewdness. 2a4 of a male prostitute.
A catamite (Latin catamitus) was a boy who was the intimate companion of a young man in ancient Rome, usually in a pederastic friendship.[1] The word derives from the proper noun Catamitus, the Latinized form of Ganymede, the beautiful Trojan youth abducted by Zeus to be his companion and cupbearer.[2] The Etruscan form of the name was Catmite, from an alternate Greek form of the name, Gadymedes.[3]

Them that defile themselves with mankind G733 ἀρσενοκοίτης arsenokoitēs
ar-sen-ok-oy'-tace
From G730 and G2845; a sodomite: - abuser of (that defile) self with mankind.

Evil concupiscence  G1939
epithumia
ep-ee-thoo-mee'-ah
From G1937; a longing (especially for what is forbidden): - concupiscence, desire, lust (after).

Strange flesh G2087
heteros
1) the other, another, other
1a) to number
1a1) to number as opposed to some former person or thing
1a2) the other of two
1b) to quality
1b1) another: i.e. one not of the same nature, form, class, kind, different

Filthy conversation G766/ G391
aselgeia
1) unbridled lust, excess, licentiousness, lasciviousness, wantonness, outrageousness, shamelessness, insolence
anastrophē
an-as-trof-ay'
From G390; behavior: - conversation.
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